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T R A V E L S . 

INTO SEVERAL REMOTE NATIONS OF THE WORLD} 

By Lemuel gulliver, 

First a Surgeon, and then a Captain of several Ships. 

IN FOUR PARTS. 

I. A VOYAGE TO LILLIPUT. 

It. A VOYAGE TO BROBDIXGNAG. 
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IV. A VOYAGE TO THE COUNTRY OF T^K 

HOUYHlS'HXMS. 



Splendid^ Metidax," HoR- 



roi^l tx. 



,y Google 



♦»• « Gulliver's Travels'' and the « Tale of a Tub'» 
are indisputably the two most capital Works of Swifti 
• Dr. Warton. 

** This important year«ent into the world ** Gulliver's 
Travels*," a production so new and so ftrange, that it 
filled the reader with a mingled emotion of merriment 
and Amazement. It was received with such aridity, that 
the price of the first edition was raised before the second 
could be made; it was read by the high and the low, the 
learned and illiterate. Criticism was for a while lost in 
wonder. No rules of judgment were applied to a book 
written in open defiance of truth and regularity^ But 
when distinctions came to be made, the part which gave 
least pleasure was that which describes the Pfyifig htandy 
and that which gave most disg^ist must be the history of 
the Houybnbnms, Whilst Swift wa^ enjoying the repu- 
tation of his new work, the news of the king's death ar- 
rived, and he kissed the hands of tlie new kin^and queen 
three days after their accession." Dr. Johnson. 

These voyages are considered as a mere political ro- 
mancci^to correct Vicb, by showing its deformity in op- 
position to Virtue, and to amend the false systems of 
philosophy, by poinring out the errors, and applying 
iklutary means to amend them. Orrijiy. . 



• The first part of these Travels appeared October 28, 1726 ; 
the second early in ^xy.-^Bi^op Attertfury, in a letter from 
Paris to Mr. Morice* Deccnab^r 24, 17*6^ haviirg seen it ad- 
▼ertised, cxpress^gsiis. impatience to see it : — « I shall long," 
he says, ** tilljt is with raej" and, March 31, 1717, adds, •* I 
had the hrst part of Gulliver, but not the second j however, it 
has been fent me here, an4 I have had the pleasure of reading 
it. Both parts are translating here, though the French will not 
be^able to relish the humour of that piece, nor understand tlie 
' meaning of it."— The bishop was perfectly right. K either Gul- 
liver nor John Bull can properly be cither relished or under- 
stood by our volatile neighbours. Gulliver, however,, was im- 
ihediately translated by the Abbe Dcsfontaines, and had an ex- 
tensive sale.— See a correspondence on""this translation, betweeit 
tbe Abbe and the Dean^ in July and August 1727. N, 

4 .,y,u..uu, ^^.^.^.^ 



THE PUBLISHER TO THE READEjR. 



Th e author of these Travels, Mr. Lemuel Gulliver, 
is my ancient and intimate friend ; there is likewise 
some pelation between us on the mother's side. 
About three years ago, Mr. Gulliver, growing weary 
of the concourse of curious people coming to him 
at his house in RedrifF, made a small purchase of 
land, with a convenient house, near Newark, in Not- 
tinghamshire, his native country; where he now 
lives retired, yet in good esteem among his neigh- 
bours. 

Although Mr. Gulliver was born in Nottingham- 
shire, where his father dwelt, yet I have heard him 
say his family came from Oxfordshire; to confirm 
which, I have observed in the church yard at Ban*- 
bury in that county, several tombs and monuments 
of the Gullivers. 

Before he quitted Redriff, he left the custody of 
the following papers in my hands, with the liberty 
to dispose of them as I should think fit. I have 
carefully perused them three times : The style is very 
plain and simple ; and the only fault I find is, that 
the author, after the manner of travellers, is a little 
too circumstantial. There is an air of truth apparent 
through the whole ; and indeed the iguithor was so - 
distinguished for his veracity, that it became a sort 
of proverb among his neighbours at RedrifF, when 
any one affirmed a thing, to say, " it was as true at 
if Mr. Gulliver had spoken it.'' 

By the advice of several worthy persons, to whom 

with the author's permission I communicated theee 

papers, I now venture to send them into the worlds 

5 2 ^yu ;.uuy ^^.^^iopiuF 



hoping they may be, at least for some time, a better 
entertainment to our young noblemen, than the 
common scribbles of politics and party. 

This volume would have been at least twice as 
large, if I had not made bold to strike out innume- 
rable passages relating to the winds and tides, as 
well as to the variations and bearings in the several 
voyages, together with the minute descriptions of 
the management of the ship in storms, in the style 
of sailors ; likewise the account of longitudes and 
latitudes ; wherein I have reason to apprehend, 
that Mr. Gulliver may be a little dissatisfied : but I 
was resolved to fit the work as much as possible to 
the general capacity of readers. However, if my 
own ignorance in sea affairs shall have led me to 

■ commit some mistakes, I alone am answerable for 
them : And if any traveller has a curiosity to see 
the whole work at large, as it came from the hand* 

' of the author, I will be ready to gratify him. 

As for any further particulars relating to the au- 
thor, the reader will receive satisfacti*on from the 
first pages of the book. 

RICHARD SYMPSON. 
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A LETTER FROM CAPTAIN GULLIVER 

TO HIS COUSIN SYMPSON. , 
WRITTEN IN THE YEAR 1727» 



1 HOPE you will be rea^Jy to own publicly, when* 
ever you shall be called to it, that by your great and 
frequent urgency you prevailed on me to publish a 
very loose and uncorrect account of mj- travels, with 
direction to hire some young gentleman of either 
university to put them in order, and correct the 
style, as my cdusin Dam pier did by my advice in 
his book called " A Voyage round the World.'* 
But I do not remember I gave you power to con- 
sent that any thing should be omitted, and much 
less that any thing should be inserted : therefore^ 
as to the latter, I do here renounce every thing of 
that kind ; particularly a paragraph about her ma-» 
jesty queen Anne of most pious and glorious- me- 
mory; although I did reverence and esteem hef 
more than any of human species. But you, or your 
interpolator, ought to have considered, that as it- 
was not my inclination, so was it not decent to 
praise any animal of oiir composition before my 
master Houyhnhnm : And besides, .the fact was alto« 
gether false; for to my knowledge, being in England 
during some part of her majesty's reign, she did 
govern by a chief minister ; nay even by two suc- 
cessively, the first whereof was the lord of Godol* 
phin, and the second the lord of Oxford j so that 
you "have made me say the thing that was not.' 
B 3 ^'^''" ^^^^^ ■ 
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Likewise in the account of the academy of projecr 
tors, and several passages of my discourse to my 
master Houyhnhnm, you have either omitted some 
material circumstances, or minced or changed them 
in such a manner, that I do hardly know my own 
work. When I fonnerly hinted to you something 
of this in a letter, you were pleased to answer, 
" That you were afraid of giving offence ; that peo- 
ple in power were very watchful over the press, and 
apt not only to interpret, but to punish every thing 
which looked like an inuendo" (as I think you call 
it.) But, pray how could that which I spoke so 
marly years ago, and at above five thousand leaguei 
distance, in another reign, be applied to any of the 
Yahoos, who now are said to govern the herd ; es- 
pecially, at a time when I Jittle thought, or feared, 
the unhappiness of living under them? Have not 
I the most reason to complain, when I see these 
yery Yahoos carried by lloiiyhuhims'^xi a vehicle, as 
if they were brytes, and those the rational crea- 
tures I And indeed to avoid so monstrous and de-* 
testable a sight was one principal motive of my 
jfetirenient hither. 

Thus much I thought proper to tell you in rela- 
tion to yourself, and to the trust 1 reposed in you. 

I'do in the next place complain of my own great 
want of judgment, in beirig pirevs^iled upon by the, 
entreaties and fals^ reasonings of you and some 
others, very much against niy own opinion to suffer 
rwy travels to be published. Pray bring to your 
mind how often I desire<J ypu to consid^^r, wheii you 
insisted on the motive of public good, that the 
Yakobs were a species of animals utterly incapable 
of amendment by precepts or examplfc : aiid so it 
has proved ; tor, instead of seeing a full stop put to 
all abuses and corruptions, at least in : this little 
island, as I had rea:50n to expect ; behold, after 
Hho\e »ix nioiiths waruinL^. I caimot learn that my 
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hook has produced one s^ingle effect according to 
my intentions. I desired y6u would let me knQw, 
by a letter, when party and faction were extinr 
guished ; judges learned and upright; pleaders ho- 
nest and modest, with some tincture of common 
sense, and Smithfield blazing with pyramids of law 
books^ the young nobility's education entirely 
changed ; the physicians banished ; the female Ya- 
ioos abounding in virtue, honour, truth, and good 
sense ; courts and levees of great ministers thorouglw 
ly weeded ajid swept ; wit, merit, and learning re- 
warded ; all disgracers of the press in prose and 
verse condemned to eat nothing but their own cot- 
ton, and quench their thirst with their own ink. 
These, and a thousand other reformations, I firmly 
pounted upon by your encouragement; as indeed 
they were plainly deducible frona the precepts de- 
livered in my book. And it must be owned, that 
^even months were ja sufficient time to correct every 
vice and folly to which Yahoos are subject, if their 
natures had been capable of the least disposition to 
virtue or wisdom. Yet, so far have you been, from 
answ^ering my expectation in any of your letters ; 
that on tlje contrary you are loading our carrier 
every week with libels, and keys, and reflections, 
and memoirs, and second parts ; wherein I see my- 
self accused of reflecting upon great state Tolks ; of 
degrading human nature {for so they have still the 
confidence to style it) and of abusing the female sex. 
I find likewise, that the writers of those bundles are 
iipt agreed amosiig themselves; for some of them 
will not allow me to be the author of my own tra- 
vels ; and others make me author of books, to 
which I am wholly a stranger. 

I find likewise that your printer has been so care- 
less as to confound the times, and mistake the 
dates, of my several voyages and returns ; neitlier 
assigning thp true y tar, nor the trueiuontli, nor day oi. 
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the month : and I hear the original manuscript t# 
ail destroyed since the publication, of my book ; 
neither have I any copy left ; however, I have sent 
you some corrections, which you may insert, if evel* 
there should be a second edition : and yet I cannot 
sfand to them ; but shall leave that matter to my 
judicious and candid readers to adjust it as they 
please, 

• I hear some of our sea Yahoos find fault with my- 
sea language, as not proper in many parts, nor now 
in use. I cannot help it. In my first voyages, while 
I was young, I was instructed by the oldest mari- 
ners, and learned to speak as they did. But I hav* 
since found that the sea Yahoos are apt, like the 
land ones, to become newfangled in their words, 
which the latter change every year ; insomuch, ad 
I remember upon each return to my own country, 
their old dialect was so altered, that I could hardly 
understand the new. And I observe, when any 
Yahoos come from London out of curiosity to visit 
me at my house, we neither of us are able to de-- 
liver our conceptions in a manner intelligible to th« 
other. 

If the censure of the Yahoos could any way af* 
feet me, I should have great reason to complain; 
that some of them are so bold as to think my book 
of travels a mere fiction out -of mine own brain ; 
and have gone so far as to drop hints, that the 
Houyhnhnms and Yahoos have no more existence 
than the inhabitants of Utopia. 

Indeed I must confess, that as to the people of 
LilHptU, Brobdingrag (for so Uie word should have 
been spelt, and not erroneously Brobdingnag) and 
Laputa, I have never yet heard of any Yahoo so pre- 
sumptuous as to dispute their being, or the facts I 
have related concerning them; because the truth 
immediately strikes every reader with conviction. 
And is there less probability in my account of the 
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Houvhnhnms or Yahoos, when it is manifest as to 
the latter, there are so many thousands, even in this 
country, who only differ trom their brother brutes 
in Houj/hnhnm-leind, because they use a sort of 
jabber, and do not go naked? I wrote for their 
amendment, and not their approbation. The united 
praise of the whol« race would be of less conse- 
quence to me, than the neighing of those two de- 
generate Houyhnhnms I keep in my stable ; because 
from these, degenerate as they are, I still improve 
in some virtues without any mixture of vice. 

Do these miserable animals presume to tliink, 
that I am so degenerated as to defend my veracity ? 
Yahoo as I am, it is well known through all 
Houyhnhnm-land., that, by the instructions and ex- 
ample of my illustrious master, I was able in the 
compass of two years (although I confess with the 
utmost difficulty) to remove that infernal habit of 
l3dng, shuffling, deceiving, and equivocating, 30 
deeply rooted in the very souls of all my species ; 
iBspecially the Europeans. 

I have other complaints to make upon this vexa- 
tious occasion ; but I forbear troubling myself or 
you any further. I must freely confess, that since 
my last some corruptions -of my Yahoo nature have 
revived in me by conversing with a few of your 
hpecies, and particularly those of my own family, 
by an unavoidable necessity ; else I should never 
have attempted so absurd a project as that of re- 
forming the Yahoo race in this kingdom : But I have 
now done with all such visionary schemes for ever, 

APRILS, 1727. 
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♦#• That' the original copy of thest Trarcls was altcceil bf 
the person, through whose hands it was conveyed to the pucss, 
is a fact ; but the passages of which Mr. Gulliver complains in 
this letter are to be found only in the first editions ; for tlie 
Dean hJving restored the text wherever it had been altered, 
sent tlic copy to the late Mr. Mottc by the hands of Mr. 
Charles Ford. This copy has been exactly followed in every 
suhscquent edition, except that pnnted in Ireland by Mr- 
Faulkner ; the editor of which, supposing the Dean to be seri- 
ous when he mentioned the cormptions of dates, and yet find- 
'ingthem unaltered, thought fit to alter them himself ; there 
is however scarce one of these alterations in which he has not 
committed a blonder: though while he was thus busy in de^ 
facing the parts that were perfect, hf suffered Che accideatal 
Flemishes of others to rcniai*. H. 
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PARTI. 
A VOYAGE 

TO 

L I L L I P U T.* 

^ SBssssas v iii ij ti 

C H A P. I. 

TH« AUTHOU GIVB8 SOME ACC0X;:5T OP HIM- 
*8tLf ANB FAMILY: HIS FIRST INDUCK- 
MENTS TO TRAVEL. HE IS SHIPWRECKED, 
AKI> S\riMS FOR HIS LIFE; GETS SAFE ON 
SHORE IK THE COUNTRY OP HLI.1FUT; is. 
MADE A PRISONER, AND CARRIED UP Till; 
COUNTRY. 

My Father had a small estate in Nottinghamshire ; 
I was the third of dye sons. He sent me to Ema- 
nuel college in Cambridge, at' fourteen years old, 
where I resided three years, and applied myself 

• The Lilliputianf of Swift may pass for probable beings, not 
so much because we know Chat .» belief in pigmies was once 
ciMTent in the world (for the true ancient pigmy was at least 
thrice as tall as those whom Gulliver Tisited), but because we 
find that every circumstance relating to them accords with it- 
Self, and tlieir supposed character. It is not the size of the 
pebple only that is dimtmitive; their country, seas, ships, and 
towns, are all in exact proportion ; their theological and poli* 
tiq^l ;prtneiples, their passions^ maimers, customs, and all tiie 
parts of their conduct, betray a levity and littleness perfectly 
suitable : and so simple Is the whole narration, and apparently 
so artless and sincere, that I should not wonder if it had im- 
pofed (as I have been told it has) upon some persons of no 
contemptible understanding. And fome degree of credit may, 
P<vrl2ap9 for the fame r^Cop> be due to the Giants. 

pR. Beattis. 
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close to my studies ; but the charge of maintaining 
me, although I had a very scanty allowance, being 
too great for a narrow fortune, I was bound appren-- 
tice to Mr. James Bates, an eminent surgeon, in 
London, with whom I continued four years; and 
my father now and then sending me small sums of 
money, I laid them out in learning navigation, and 
other parts of the mathematics, useful to those who 
intend to travel, as I always believed it would be, 
some time or other, my fortune to do. When I 
left Mr. Bates, I went down to my father; where, 
by the assist^ance of him and my uncle John, and 
some other relations, I got forty pounds, and a pro- 
mise of thirty pounds a year to maintain me at 
Leyden; there I studied physic two years and 
seven months, knowing it would be useful in long 
voyages. 

Soon after my return from Leyden, I .was recom- 
mended by my good master, Mr. Bates, to be sur- 
geon to the Swallow, Captain Abraham Pannell, 
commander : with whom I continued three years and 
a half, making a voyage or two into the Levant, and 
some other parts. When I came back I resolved to 
settle in London ; to which Mr. Bates, my master, 
encouraged me, and by him I was recommended to 
several patients. I took part of a small house ia 
the Old Jewry ; and being advised to alter my con- 
dition, I married Mrs. Mary Burton, second daugh- 
ter to Mr. Edmund Burton, hosier, in Newgate- 
street, with whom I received four hundred pounds 
for a portion. 

But my good master Bates dying in two years 
after, and I having few friends, my business began 
to fail ; for my conscience would not suffer me to 
imitate the bad practice of too many among my 
bretliren. Having therefore consulted with my wife, 
^d some of my acquaintance, I determined to go 
again to sea, I was surgeon successiyelv in two 
7 "'^'^^^^^ ^^^ 
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^ps, and made several voyages, for six years, to 
the East and West Indies, by wliicfi I got some ad- 
dition to my fortune. My hours of leisure I spent 
ID reading the best authors, ancient and modern, 
being always provided witli a good number of books ; 
and when I was asliore, in observing the manners 
and dispositions of the people,- as well as learning 
tJicir language ; wherein I had a great facility, by 
tlie strength of my memor}\ 

The last of these vo\'ages not proving very for- 
tunate, I gre\v weary of the sea; and intended to 
stay at home with my wife and family. I removed 
from the Old Jewry to Fetter-lane, and from thence 
to Wapping, hoping to get business among the sail- 
ors, but it would not turn to account. After three 
years' expectation that things would mend, I ac- 
cepted an advantageous offer from Captain William 
Prichard, master of the Antelope, who was making 
a voyage to the South Sea. We set sail from Bris- 
tol, May 4, l699, and our voyage at first was very 
prosperous. 

It would not be proper, for some reasons, to trou- 
ble the reader with the particulars of our adven- 
tures in those seas; let it suffice to inform him, that 
in our passage frOm thence to the East- Indies, we 
were driven by a violent stonn to the north-west of 
Van Diemen's Land. By an observation, we found 
ourselves in the latitude of 30 degrees 2 minutes 
south. Twelve of our crew were dead by immode- 
rate labour and ill food ; the rest were in a very 
weak condition.. On the 5th of November, which 
was the beginning of summer in those parts, the 
weather being very hazy, the seamen spied a rock 
within half a cable's length of the ship ; but the 
wind was so strong, that w^e were driven directly 
upon it, and immediately split. Six of the crew, of 
whom I was one, having let down the boat into the 
sea, made a shift to get clear of the "fehip and the 

vol; IX. c J - y ^^- 
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rock. We rowed, by my computation, about thre^ 
leagues, till we were able to work no longer, being 
already spent with labour while we were in the sliip. 
We therefore trusted ourselves to the mercy of the 
waves, and in about half an hour the boat was 
overset by a sudden flurry from the north. What 
became of my companions in the boat, as well as of 
those who escaped on the rock, or were left in the 
vessel, I cannot tell ; but conclude they were ail ' 
lost. For my own part, I swam as fortune directed ' 
me, and was pushed forward by wind and tide. I 
often let my legs drop, and could feel no bottom; 
but when I was almost gone, and able to struggle 
no longer, I found myself within my depth ; and by 
this time the storm was much abated. The declivity 
was so small, that I walked near a mile before I got 
to the shore, which I conjectured was about eight 
o'clock in the evening. I then advanced forward 
near half a mile, but could not discover any sign of 
houses or inhabitants; at least I was in so weak a 
condition, that I did not observe them, I was ex-' 
tremely tired, and with that, and the heat of the 
weather, and about half a pint of brandy that 1 - 
drank as I left the ship, I found myself much in- 
clined to sleep. I lay down on the grass, which was 
very short and soft, where I slept sounder than ever 
I remembered to have done in my life, and, as I 
reckoned, about nine hours ; for when I awaked, it 
was just day-light. I attempted to rise, but was 
not able to stir : for as I happened to lie on my 
back, I found my arms and legs were strongly fas- 
tened on each side to the ground ; and my hair, 
which was long and thick, tied down in the s^nie 
manner. I likewise felt several slender ligatures 
across my body^from my arm-pits to my thighs. I 
could only look upwards, the suti began to grow hot* 
ar\d the light offended my eyes. I heard a confused 
noise about m^ i but iii the posture I lay, could §ee 
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nottiing except the sky. In a little time I felt some- 
thing j5ive moving on my left leg, which advancing 
gently forward over my breast came almost up to 
my chin ; when bending my eyes downward as much 
as I could, I perceived it to be a human creature 
not six inches high, with a bow and arrow in hi* 
hands, and a quiver at his back. In the mean time, 
I felt at least forty more of the same kind (as I 
^njectured) following the firsts I was in the ut- 
most astonishment, and roared so loud, that they 
all ran back in a fright; and some of them, as I was 
afterwards told, were hurt with the falls they got by 
leaping from my sides upon the ground. However, 
they soon returned, and one of them, who ventured 
so far as to get a full sight of my face, lifting up 
his hands and eyes by way of admiration, cried out 
in a shrill but distinct voice, hekinak degul: the 
others repeated the same words several times, but' I 
then knew not what they meant. I lay all this 
while, as the reader may believe, in great uneasiness ; 
at length, struggling to get loose, I had the fortune 
to break the strings, and wrench out the pegs that 
fastened my left arm to the ground ; for, by lifting it 
ijp to my face, I discovered the methods they had 
. taken to bind me, and at the same time with a vio- 
lent pull, which gave me excessive pain, I a little 
loosened the strings that tied down my hair on the 
left side, so that I was just able to turn my head 
about two inches. But the creatures ran off a se- 
cond time, before I could seize them ; whereupon, 
there was a great shout in a very shrill accent, and 
after it ceased I heard one of them cry aloud, tolgo 
pkonac; when in an instant I felt above a hundr^ 
arrows discharged on my left hand, which pricked 
m^ like so tttany, needles ; and bedsides, they shot 
another flight into the air, as we do tombs in Eu- 
rope, whereof many, I suppose, fell on my body, 
(though 1 felt them not) and some on my face^ 
€2 
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. which I iinmediately covered with my left hand. 
\Vhen this shower of arrows was over, 1 fell a groan- 

. iug with grief and pain, and then striving again to 
get loose, they discharged another volley larger 
than the first, and some of them attempted with 
spears to stick me in the sides ; but by good luck I 
had on me a buff jerkin, which they coqld not 
pierce. I thought it the most prudent method to 
lie still, and my design was to continue so till night, 
when, my left hand being already loose, I could 

. easily free myself: and as for the inhabitants, I had 
reason to believe I might be a match for the great- 
est army they could bring against me, if they Were 
all of the same size with him that I saw. But for- 
tune disposed otherwise of me. When the people 
observed I was quiet they discharged no ropre ar- 
rows ; but, by tlie noise I heard, I knew their num- 

. bers increased ; and about four yards from me, over- 

, against my right ear, I heard a knocking for above 
an hour, like that of people at work ; when turning 
my head that way, as well as the pegs and strings 
would permit me, I saw a stage erected about a foot 
and half from the ground, capable of holding four 

. of the inhabitants, with two or three ladders to 

, mount it : from whence one of tliem, who seemed 
to be a person of quality, made me a long speech, 
whereof I understood "not one syllable, l^ut I 
should have mentioned, that before the principal 

. person began his oration, he cried out three times, 
hangro dJiul san; (these words and the foVm^r 

. were aiterwards repeated and explained to me,) 
^Vhereupon, immediately about titty of the inhabit- 
ants came and cut the strings that faiitcned the left 
side of my head, which gave me the liberty i>i turn- 
ing it to the right, and of observing the person and 

.gesture of him that was to speak. 1 le appeared to. 
be of a middle age, and taller than any ot the other 
three 4vho attended him, whereof one was a pa^ja 
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that held up his train, and seemed to be somewhat 
longer than my middle finger; the otliertWo stood 
one on each side to support him. He acted every 
part of an orator, and I could observe many periods 
of threatenings, and others of promites,, pity, and 
kindness. I answered in a few words, but in the 
most submissive manner, lifting up my left hand and 
both my eyes to the. sun, as calling him for a wit- 
ness; and being almost famished with hunger, hav- 
ing not eaten a morsel for some hours before I left 
the ship, I found the demands of nature so strong 
upon me that I could not forbear showing my im- 
patience (perhaps agiiinst the strict rules of de- 
cency) by putting my finger frequently to my 
mouth, to signify that I wanted food. The hurgo 
(for so they call a great lord, as I afterwards learnt) 
understood me very well. He descended from the 
stage, and commanded tliat several ladders should 
'be applied to my sides, on which above a hundred 
of the ^inhabitants mounted, -and walked towards 
my mouth, laden with baskets full of meat, which 
had been provided and sent thither by the king's 
orders, upon the first intelligence he received of me. 
I observed there wa.s the ftesh of several animals, 
but could notKlistinguish them by the taste. There 
were shoulders, legs, and loins, shaped like those of 
mutton, and very well dressed, but smaller than the 
wings of a lark. I eat them by two or three at a 
mouthful, and took three loaves at a time, about 
tlie bigness of musket bullets. Theysupplied n\e 
as fast as they could, showing a thousand marks of 
wonder and astonishment at my bulk and appetite. 
I then made another sign, that I wanted drink. 
Tliey found by my bating that a small quantity 
would not suffice me; and being a most ingenious 
people, they slutig up, with great dexterity, one of 
their largest hogsheads,, then rolled it towards my 
hiitid, and beat out tjbie top; I dra^nk^it off at a 
C 3 ^'"'^^'" ^^^^^ 
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draught, which I nught well do, for it did not hoM 
half a pint, and tasted liko a small wine of Bur- 
gundy, but much more delicious. Tliey brought 
aje a second hogshead, which I drank iu the same 
manner, and made signs for more: but they had 
none to give mc. \Vhen 1 had pierformed tliese 
wonders, they shouted for joy, and danced upoa 
jny breast, repeating several times as they did at 
first, Ilckinah dc^iiL They made me a sign tliat 
I should throw down the two hogsheads, but first 
warning the people below to stand out of the way, 
crying aloud, Jiorac/i wexolak; and \yhen they sair 
the vessels in the air, there ^vas. a universal 8lioi4t< i 
lleidnah dcguL I confr^s I was often tenjpte<f» 
^while they were passing backwards and fonvards on 
my body, to seize forty or fifty of the (ivs,i that 
came in my reach, and dash them against thegroun<L 
But the remembrance of what I had felt, which 
probably might not be the worst they could do, and 
the pron^ise of honour I made them, for so I inttu- 
preted ray submissive l:>ehaviour, soon drove out 
these imaginations. Besides, I now considei'^d ni}- 
self as bouncj by the laws of hospitahty, to a pe«>pJ« 
who had treated me with so much expense and 
magnificence. ^However, hi my thoughts I could 
not sufTiciently wonder at the intrepidity of tlwsij 
diminutive mortals, who durst venture to monni 
and walk upon my body, while one of. my hands 
was at liberty, without trembling at the very siid t 
i:f so prodigious a creature as I rnust appear to 
them. After some time, when they observed that 1 
made no more demands for meat, there appealed 
before me a person of high rank from his irapej ial 
majesty.. His excellency, having mounted on Ue- 
small of my right leg, advanced. forwards up 16 my 
face, ^yith about a dozen of his /-etinue. And pro-» 
tiucing his crc^dentials under the signet royal, which 
Jie applied c^ose to my eyes, ^poke.abput ten minutes 
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.vithont any signs of anger, but >vith a kind of de- 
ternainate resolution; often pointing forwards, 
which, as 1 pi'terwards found, was towards the capi- 
tal city, about half a mile dislant; whither it wiw 
jigreed by his majesty in council, that 1 must be 
conveyed. I answered in few words, but to no pur- 
pose, and made a aigii with my hand that was 
loose, putting it to the otlier, (.but over his excel- 
lency's head for fear of hurting hiin or his train) 
and Ihen to my own head and body, to signify that 
I desired my liberty. It appeared tliat he under- 
jBtood me well enough, for he sl>ook liis head by way 
of disapprobation, aud held his hand in a posture 
to show that I must be carried as a prisoner. How- 
ever,, lie made other signs to let me understand, that 
I should have meat and drink enough, and very 
good treatment. Wijereupon I once more thought 
of attempting to break my bonds, but again, wiie© 
I felt the smart of tl>eir arrows upon n>y face and 
IkukIs, which were all in blisters, and many of tlie 
^xri^ still stickmg iu them, and observing likewise 
tbat tl^ number of my enemies increased, I gave 
tokens to let them know that they might do with 
me what they pleased. Upon tiiis, the hu^ga and 
his, train withdrew^ w ith much civility and cheerful 
countenances. Soon after I heard a general shout, 
with frequent repetitions of the words, Pep/mnselan; 
and I felt great numbers of people on my left side 
relaxing the cords to such a degree, that I was able 
to turn upon my right, and to ease myself with mak- 
iiig water; which I ^^-^y plentifully did, to the 
great astonishnient of the people ; who, conjectur- 
ing by my motion what I wag going to do, imme- 
diately opened to the right and left on that side, to 
nvoid the t/6rrent, which fell with such noise and 
violence frOin me. But before this, they had daubed 
my face and both, my hands, with a sort of oint* 
ment, very pleasant to the smell, which^ iix a few 
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minutes, removed all the smart of their arrows. 
These circumstances, added to the refreshment I 
had received by their victuals and drink, which 
were very nourishing, disposed me to sleep. I slept 
about eight hours, as I was afterwards assured ; and 
it was no wonder, for the physicians, by the em- 
peror's order, had mingled a sleepy potion in the 
hogsheads of wine. 

It seems, that upon the first moment I was dis- 
covered sleeping on the ground, after my landing-, 
the emperor had early notice of it by an express •; 
and determined in council, that I should be tied in 
the manner I have related ; (which was done in the 
night while I slept) that plenty of meat and drink 
should be sent. me, and a machine prepared to carry 
me to the capital city. . 

This resolution perhaps may appear very bold 
and dangerous, and I am confident would not be 
imitated by any prince in Europe on the like occa- 
sion. However, in my opinion, it was extremely 
prudent, as well as generous: for, supposing these, 
people had endeavoured to kill me with their spears 
and arrows, while I was asleep, I should certainly 
have awaked with the first sense of smart, which 
might so far have roused my rage and strength, as 
to have enabled me to break the strings wherewith 
I was tied ; after which, as thfey were not able to 
make resistance, so they could expect no' mercy. 

These people are most excellent mathematicians^ 
and arrived to a great perfection in mechanics, by 
the countenance and encouragement of the em- 
peror, who is a renowned patron of learning. This 
prince has several machines fixed on wheels, for 
the carriage of trees and other great weights. He 
often builds his largest men of war, whereof some 
are nine feet long, in the woods 'where the tinibet 
grows, and has them carried on these engines three 
or four hundred yards to the sea. Five hundred 
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tnrptniers and engineers were immediately^ set at 
"work to prepare tl^ greatest engine they had. It 
wasi a frame of wood raised three inches from tlie, 
ground, about seven feet long, and four wide,, mov* 
ing upon twenty-two wheels. The shout 1 heard 
was upon the arrival of this engine^ which it seems 
set out in four hours after my landing. It was 
Lrouglit parallel to me, as I lay. plut the principal 
difficulty was to raise and place nic in this vehicle. 
Eighty poles, each of one foot iiigii, were erected 
loF this purpose, and very strong cords, of the big- 
ness of packthread, were fastened by hooks to 
many bandages, which the workmen had girt round 
ttiy neck, my hands, my body, and my legs. Nine 
, hundred of the strongest men were employed to 
draw up these cords, by many puUies fastened cui 

'. tbe poles, and thus, in less than three hours, I was 
laised and slung into the engine, and there tied 
^t. All this I was told r for, while the operation 
was performing, I lay in a profound sleep, by tlie 
iferce of that soporiferous medicine infused into roy 
Jiquor. Fifteen hundred of the emperor's largest 
iorses, each about four inches and a half high, were 
employed to draw me towards the metropolk^^ 

. "which, as I said, was half a^ile distant. 

About four Hours after we began our journey, I 
awaked by a very ridiculous accident ; for the car- 
jiage being stopped awhile, to adjust something 
lijat was out of order, two or three of the young 
natives had the curiosity to see how I looked when 
I was asleep; they climbed up into the engine, and 
ajdvancing very softly to my face, one of them, an 

, officer in the guards, put the sharp end of his haU- 
pike a good way up into my left nostril, which tickled 
my nose like a straw, and made me sneeze violently * ; 

• It has been remarket!, that courage in Tvhatever canse, 
though it sometimes excites indignation, is never the object of 
fftuiempt i but this appears to be true* onl| hccauscj:ouragc U 
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whereupon they stole off unperceived, and it ^5%» 
three weeks before I knew the cause of my waking 
so suddenly. We made a long march tlie remain- 
ing part of the day, and rested at night with 6ve 
hundred guards on ^ach side of me, half with 
torches, and half with bows and arrows, ready to 
shoot me if I sliould offer to stir. The next morn- 
ing at sun-rise we continued our march, and ar- 
rived within two hundred yards of the city-gates 
about noon. The emperor, and all his court, came 
out to meet us, but his great officers would by no 
means suffer his majesty to endanger his person, by • 
mounting on my body. 

At the place where the carriage stopped there 
stood an ancient temple, esteemed to be the largest 
in the whole kingdom ; which, having been polluted 
some years before by an unnatural murder, was, 
according to the zeal of those people, looked upon 
as prophane, Euid there/ore had been applied to 
common use, and all the ornaments and furniture 
carried away. In this edifice it was detennined I 
should lodge. The great gate fronting to the north 
was about four feet high, and almost two feet wide^ 
through which I could easily creep. On each side 
of the gate was a small window, not above six 
inches from* the ground : into that on the left side, 
the" icing's smith conveyed fourscore and elevea 
chains, like those that hang to a lady's watch in 
Europe, and almost as large, which were locked to 
my left leg with six and thirty piadlocks. Over- 



supposed to imply superiority J for this oficer in th guar<b be« 
comes extremely ridiculous and contemptible by an act of the 
niost daring curiosity, which sets him in comparison with Gul- 
liver, to whom he was so much inferior, that a blast of the 
man-nnuraairCi nostrils would have endangered his life $ and if 
heroism itself is not proof against ridicule,- those surely are 
Liiliputiam in philosophy, who consider ridicule as the t«st of 
sruth. H. .,,„..... _..^^_ 
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^Mim^t this temple, on the other side of the great 
highway, at twenty feet distance, there was a turret 
at least five feet high. Here the emperor ascend- 
ed, with many principal lords of his court, to have 
ap opportunity of viewing me, as I was told, for I 
could not see tliem. It was reckoned that above 9 
faui^dred thousand inhabitants came out of the 
town upon the same errand; and in spite of ray 
gaards, I believe, there could not be fewer than ten 
thousand at several times, who mounted my body 
by the help of ladders. Eut a proclamation wag 
soon issued to forbid it upon pain of death. When 
the workmen found it was impossible for me to 
break loose, they cut all the strings that bound me ; 
whereupon I rose up, with as melancholy a dispo- 
sition as ever I had in my life. But the noise and 
astonishment of the people, at seeing me rise and 
walk, are not to be expressed. The chains, tliat 
held my left leg, were about two yards long, and 
gave me not only the liberty of walking backwards 
and forwards in, a semicircle.; but, being fixed with- 
in four inches of the gate, allowed me to creep in,- 
and lie at my full length in the temple. 



CHAP. n. 

the' emperor of lilliput, attended bt 
several of the nobility, comes to sjee 
the author in his confinement. the 

emperor's person ANB HABIT DESCRIBED. 
LEARNED MEN APPOINTED TO TEACH THE 
AUTHOR THEIR LANGUAGE. HE GAINS FA- 
VOUR BT HIS MILD DISPOSITION. HIS POC- 
KJ&TS ARE SEARCHED^ AND HIS SWORD AND 
PISTOLS TAKtN FROM HIM; 

Wnt^ Tf found myself on my feet, I looked about 
me, and must confess I never beheld a more enter* 
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taining prospect. The country around appeared 
like a continued garden, and the enclosed fields, 
which were generally forty feet square, resemble^d 
so many beds of flowers. These fields were inter- 
mingled with woods of half a Jiang *, and the tall- 
est trees, as I could ludge, appeared to be s(n*ea 
feet higli. I viewed the town on my left hand, 
which looked like the painted scene of a city in a ' 
theatre. 

I had been for some hours extremely pressed by 
the necessities of nature ; which was no wonder, it 
being almost two days since I had last disburdened 
myself. I was under great diflficuUi«s between ur- 
gency and shame. The best expedient I could 
think f on, was to creep into my house, which I 
accordingly did ; and shutting the gate after me, I 
went as far as the length of my chain would suffer^ 
and discharged my body of that uneasy load. But 
this was the only time, I was ever guilty of so un- 
cleanly an action ; for which I cannot but hope the 
candid reader will give some allowance, after he has 
maturely and impartially considered my case, and 
the distress I was in. From this time my constant 
practice was, as soon as I rose, to, perform that 
business in open air, at the fall extent of my chain; 
and due care was taken every morning before com- 
pany came, that the offeneive matter shouM be 
carried off in wheelbarrows, by two servants ap^ 
pointed for that purpose. I would not have dwelt 
so long upon a circumstance, that, perhaps, at fi r^t 
sight, may appear not very momentous. If I had 
not thought it necessary to justify my character, in 
point of cleanliness, to the world ; which, I am 
told, some of my maligners ht^ve been pleased, 
upon this and otlier occasions, to call in question. 

• A stang is a pole or perch j sixteen feet and a hiilf. 

f The author is singular iti X\\i use of this phrasc,^os tluii:* 
tfi not think ortj is th* 'ifua mod;. S. -y.u.^uuy ^^.^^.^ 
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XVhen this adventure was at an end, I came back, 
out of ray house, having occasion for fresh air. 
The emperor was ab^ady descended from the 
tower, and advancing on horseback towards me, 
which had hke to liave cost him dear; for the 
beast, though very well trained, yet wholly unused 
to such a sight, which appeared as if a mountain 
moved before him, reared up on his hinder feet : 
but that prince, who is an excellent horseman, kept 
his seat, till his attendants ran in, and lield the 
bridle, while his majesty bad time to dismount* 
When he alighted, he surveyed me round with great 
admiration; but kept beyond the length of my 
chain. He ordered his cooks and butlers, who 
were already, prepared, to give me victuals and 
drink, which they pushed forward in a sort of 
vehicles upon wheels, till I could reach them. I 
took these vehicles, and soon emptied them ail ; 
twenty of them were filled with meat, and ten with 
liquor; eacK of the former afforded me two or 
three good mouthfuls ; and I emptied the liquor of 
ten vessels, which was contained in earthen vials, 
into one vehicle, drinking it off at a draught ; and 
so I did with the rest. I'he empress, and young 
princes of the blood of both. sexes, attended by 
many ladies, sat at some distance iu their chairs ; 
but upon the accident that happened to the em- 
peror's horse, they alighted, and came near his per- 
son, which I am now going to describe, lie is 
taller by almost the breadth of my nail, than any 
of his court; which alone is enough to strike an 
awe -into the beholders. His features are strong 
and niasculuie, with an Austrian lip and arclied 
nose, his complexion olive, his couMtenahce erect, ' 
his body and limbs well proportioned, all his mo- 
tions graceful, and his deportment majestic. He 
v/as then past his prime, being twentv-eight yeas*-- 
and three quarters old, of which he had reigned. 

• VOL. l.v. B ^.jK,..u., ^^ ^.^ 
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about seven in great felicity, and generally victori- 
ous. *For the better convenience of beholding hitn, 
I lay on my side, so that ray face was parallel to 
his, and he stood but three 39ards off: however, I 
have had him since many times in my hand, and 
therefore cannot be deceived in the description. 
His dress was very plain and simple, and the fashion 
of it between the Asiatic and the European : but 
he had on his head a light hehnet of gold, adorned 
with jewels, and a plume on the crest. He held 
his sword drawn in his hand to defend himself, if I 
should happen to break loose * ; it was almost three 
inches long ; the hilt and scabbard were gold en- 
riched with diamonds. His voice was shrill, but 
very clear and articulate, and I could distinctly hear 
it, when I stood up. The ladies and courtiers were 
all most magnificently clad; so that the spot they 
stood upon, seemed to resemble a petticoat spread 
on the ground, embroidered with figures of gold 
and silver. His imperial majesty spoke often to 
me, and I returned answers : but neither of us could 
understand a syllable. There were several of his 
priests and lawyers present, (as I conjectured by 
their habits) who were commanded to addresa 
themselves to me ; and I spoke to them in as maiiy 
languages as I had the least smattering of, which were 
high and low Butch, Latin, French, Spanish, Italian, 
and Lingua Franca, but all to no purpose. After 
about two hours the court retired, and I was left 
with a strong guard, to prevent the impertinence, 

• The masculine strength of features, which Gulliver could 
not see till he laid his face upon the ground, and the awful 
superiority of stature in a beimg« whom he held in his hand ; 
the helroet» the plume» and the sword^ are a fine reproof of 
human pride ; the objects of which are trifling distinctions^ 
whether of person or rank ; the ridiculous parade and osten- 
tation of a pigmy, which derive not only their origin but 
their use from the folly, weakness; and imperfection of our- 
salTes and Otberi» H. 
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and probably tlie malice of the rabble ; who were 
very impatient to crowd about me as iiear as they 
durst; and some of them had the impudence to 
shoot their arrows at me, as I sat on the ground by 
the door of my house,' whereof one very narrowly 
missed my left eye. But the colonel ordered six of 
the ring-leaders to be sebed, and thought no pu- 
nishment so proper, as to deliver them bound into 
my hands ; which some of his soldiers accor4ingly 
did, pushing them forwards with the but-ends of 
their pikes into my reach. I took them all in my 
right hand, put five of them into my coat-pocket, 
and as to 'the sixth, I made a countenance as if I 
would eat him alive. The poor man squalled ter- 
ribly, and the colonel and his officers were in much 
pain, especially when they saw me take out my pen- 
knife ; but I soon put them out of fear; for, looking 
mildly, and immediately cutting the strings he was 
bound with, I set him gently on the ground, and 
away he ran. I treated the rest in the same maner, 
taking them one by one out my pocket; and I 
observed both the soldiers and people were highW 
delighted at this mark of piy clemency, which was 
represented very much to njy advantage at court. 

Towards night I got with some difficulty into my 
house, where I lay on the ground, and continued 
to do so about a fortnight; during which time, the 
emperor gave orders to have a bed prepared for me. 
Six hundred beds * of the common measure, were 
brought in carriages, and worked up in my house ; 
a hundred and fifty of their 43eds, sewn together, 
made up the breadth and length ; and these were 
four double ; which however kept me but very in- 
differently from the hardness of the floor, that was 
of smootli stone. By the same computation, they 

* Gulliver has observed great exactness in the just propor- 
tion and appearance of the objects thus lessened. OnRirR v. 
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provided me with sheets, blankets, and coverlets, 
tolerable enough for one, who had been so long 
inured to hardships. 

As the news of my arrival spread through the 
kingdom, it brought prodigious numbers of rich, 
idle, and curious people to see me; so that the vil- 
lages were almost emptied ; and great neglect of 
tillage and houshold afiairs must have ensued, if his 
imperial majesty had not provided, by several pro- 
clamations and orders of state, against this incon- 
veniency. lie directed, that those, who had al- 
ready beheld me, should return home, and not pre- 
sume to come within fifty yards of my house, with- 
out licence from the court; whereby the secretaries 
of state got considerable fees. 

In the mean time the emperor held frequent coun- 
cils, to debate what course should be taken with me ; 
and I was aften^'ards assured by a particular friend, 
a pei'son of great quality, who was as much in the 
secret as any, that the court was under many diffi- 
culties concerning me. They apprehended my 
breaking loose ; that my diet would be very expen- 
sive, and might cause a famine. Sometimes they 
determined to starve me, or at least to shoot me 
in the face and hands with poisoned arrows, which 
would soon dispatch me ; but again they considered, 
that the stench of so large a carcase, might pro- 
duce a plague in the metropolis, and probably spread 
through the whole kingdom. In the midst of these 
consultations, several officers of the army went to 
the door of the great council-chamber, and two of 
them being admitted, gave an account of my be- 
haviour to the six criminals above-mentioned ; which 
made so favourable an impression in the breast of 
his majesty, and the whole board, in my behalf, that 
an imperial commission was issued out, obliging all 
tlie villages, nine hundred yards round the city, to 
deliver in every morning six beeves, forty sheep^ 
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and other victuals for my sustenance; together with 
a proportionable quantity of bread, and wine, and 
other liquors ; for the due payment of which, his 
majesty gave assignments upon his treasury. For 
tiiis prince lives chiefly upon his own demesnes; 
seldom^ except upon great occasions, raising any 
subsidies upon his subjects, who are bound to attend 
him in his wars, at their own expense. An establish- 
ment was also made of six hundred persons to be 
my domestics, who had board-wages allowed for 
the;ir maintenance, and tents built for them very 
conveniently, on each side of my door. It was like- 
wise qitlered, that three hundred tailors should make 
me a suit of clothes, after the fashion of the coun- 
tiy : that six of his majesty's greatest scholars 
should be employed to instruct me in their lan- 
guage : and lastly, that the emperor's horses, and 
those of the nobility, and troops of guards, should 
be frequently exercised in my sight, to accustom 
themselves to me. All these orders were duly put 
in execution ; and in about three weeks, I made a 
great progress in learning their language; during 
which time" the emperor frequently honoured me 
with his visits, and was pleased to assist my masters 
in teaching me. We began already to converse to-v 
gether in some sort ; and the first words I learnt, 
were, to express my desire " that he would please 
to give me my liberty;" which I every day repeated 
on 4ny knees. His answer, ;as I could apprehend it, 
was, *^ that this must be a work of time, not to be 
thought on without the advice of his council, and 
that ,drst I must lumos kelmin pesso desmar Ion einr 
foso;" that is, swear a peace with him, and his 
kingdom. However, that I should be used with all 
kindness. And he advised me to " acquire, by my 
patience and discreet behaviour, the good opinion 
of himself and his subjects." He desired ^* I would 
aot take it iU, if he gave orders to certain proper 
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officers to search me ; for probably I might canry 
about me several weapons, which must needs be 
dangerous things, if they answered the bulk of so 
prodigious a person/' I said, " Ili^ majesty should 
be satisfied ; for I was ready to strip nwself, and 
turn up my pockets before him/' This I clelivered, 
part in words, and part in signs. lie replied, " that, 
by the laws of the kingdom, I must be searched by 
two of his officers; that he knew this could not be 
done without my consent and assistance ; and he 
had so good an opinion of my generosity and jus- 
tice, as to trust their persons in my hands: that 
whatever they took from me, should be returned 
when I left the country, or paid for at the rate 
which I would set upon them/' I took up the two 
officers in my hands, put them first into my (boat- 
pockets, and then into every other pocket about 
me, except my two fobs, and another secret 
pocket, which I had no mind should be searched, 
wherein I had some little necessaries, that were of 
no consequence to any but myself. In one of my 
fobs, there was a silver watch, and in the other, a 
small quantity of gold in a purse. These gentle- 
men, having pen, ink, and paper about them, 
made an exact inventory of every thing they saw; 
and when they had dope, desired I would set them 
down, that they niight deliver it to the emperor. 
This inventory I afterwards translated into English, 
and is word for vord as follows ; 

" Imprintis, In the right coat-poeket of tlie great 
man-mountain, (for so I interpret the words quiuhus 
Jiestrin) after the strictest search, we found only one 
great piece of coarse cloth, large enough to be a 
foot-cloth for your majesty's chief room of statt. 
In the left pocket, we saw a huge silver chesi, wicc 
a cover of the same metal, which we the searchera 
were not able to lift. We desired it should be 
opened, and one of us- stepping intq it, found hii*^ 
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self up to the mid leg in a sort of dust, some part 
whereof flying up to our faces, set us both a sneez- 
ing for several times together. In his right waist- 
coat-pocket, we foutid a pi'odigious bundle of white 
thin substances, folded oi e over another, about the 
bigness of three men, tieJ with a strong cable, and 
marked with black Hgures ; which we humbly con- 
ceive to be writings, every letter almost half as large 
as the palm of our hands. In the left, there \yas a 
sort of engine, from the back of which were ex- 
tended twenty long poles, resembling the palisados 
befoi-e your majeft/s court-: wherewith we conjec- 
ture the man-mountain combs his head ; for we did 
not always trouble him with questions, because we 
found it a great difficulty to make him understand 
us. In the large pocket on the riglit side of his 
middle cover, (so I translate the word ranfu-io^ by 
which they meant my >breeches) we saw a hollow 
pillar of iron, about the length of a man, fastened 
to a strong piece of timber, larger than the pillar ; 
and upon one side of the pillar, were huge pieces of 
iron sticking out, cut into strange figures, vifhich 
we know not what to make of. In the left pocket, 
another engine of the same kind. In the smaller 
pocket oh the right side, were several round flat 
pieces of white and red metal, of different bulk ; 
some of the white, which seemed to be silver, were 
so large and heavy, that my comrade and I could 
hardly lift them. In the left pocket were two black 
pillars irregularly shaped: we could not, without 
difliculty, reach tiie top of them, as we stood at the 
bottom of his pocket. One of them was covered, 
and seemed all of a piece : but at the upper end of 
the other, there appeared a white round substance, 
about twice the bigness of our heads. \^'ithin each 
of the s^, was enclosed a prodigious plate of ftteel ; 
which, by our orders,, we obliged him to show us> 
because we appreheud^d they mighl be dangerous 
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engines. He took them out of their cases, andtoW 
us, that in his own country, his practice was to 
shave his beard with one of these, and cut his meat 
with the other. There were two pockets, which 
^e could not enter: these he called his fobs; they 
were two large slits cut into the top of his middle 
cover, but squeezed close by the pressure of his 
belly. Out of the right fob, hung a great silver 
chain, with a wonderful kind of engine at the bot- 
tom. We directed him to draw out whatever was 
at the end of that chain; which appeared to be a 
globe, half silver, and half of some transparent 
metal : for, on the transparent side, we saw certain 
sjtrange figures circularly drawn, and thought we 
could touch them, till we found our fingers stopped 
by that lucid substance. He put tliis engine to out 
«ars, which made an incessant noise like that of a 
water-mill : and we conjecture it is either some un- 
known animal, or the;, god that he worships ; but 
we are more inclined to the latter opinion, because 
he assured us (if we understood him right, for (e 
expressed himself very imperfectly) that he seldonr 
did any thing without consulting it. He called it 
his oracle, and said, it pointed out the time for 
every action of his life *. From the left fob he todk , 
cut a net almost large enough for a fisherman, but 
contrived to open and shut like a puFse, and served 
him for the same use: we found therein several 
massy pieces of yellow metal, which, if they be real 
gold, must be of immense value. 

" Having thus, in obedience to your ipajesty's 
commands, diligently searched all his pockets, ^e 
observed a girdle about his. waist, made of the hide 
of some prodigious animal, from which, on the left 

• Perliaps the author intended to expose the probable fallacy 
of opinions derived.from the relationj^of traveUers, by showing ' 
how little truth need to be misuuUerstood to make falsehood 
specious. H.' . J 



A VOYAGE TO IILLIPUT. 33 

side, hung a s\vord of tiie length of five men; and 
on the right, a bag or pouch divided into two cells, 
each cell capable of holding three of your majesty's 
subjects. In one of these cells were several globes, 
or balls, of a most ponderous metal, about the big- 
ness of our heads, and required a strong hand to 
lift them : the other cell contained a heap of cer- 
tain black grains, but of no great bulk or weight, 
for we could hold above fifty of them in the palms 
of our hands. 

" This is an exact inventory of what we found 
about the body of the man-mountain, who used us 
with great civility, and due respect to your majesty's 
commission. Signed and sealed on the fourth day 
of the eighty-ninth moon of your majesty's aus- 
picious reigru 

" Clefrin Frelock, Marsi Frelock." 

When this inventory was read over to the em- 
peror, he directed me, althougli in very gentle 
terms, to deliver up the several particulars. He 
first called for my scimitar, which I took out, scab- 
bard and all. In the mean time he ordered three 
thousand of his choicest troops (who then attended 
him) to surround me at a distance, with their bowj> 
and anbws just ready to discharge; but I did not 
observe it, for mine eyes wereAvholly fixed upon his 
majesty. He then desired me to draw my scimitar, 
which, although it had got some rust by the sea- 
water, was in most parts exceeding bright. I did 
so, and immediately all the troops gave a shout be- 
tween terror and surprise ; for the sun shone clear, 
and the reflection dazzled their eyes, as I waved the 
scimitar to and fro in ray hand. His majesty, who 
is a most magnanimous prince,* was less daunted 

• He who docs not find himself disposed ,to honour this 
magnanimity should reflect, that a right to judge of moral and 
intellectual excellence is, with great absurdity and injustice, ar- 
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than I could expect ; he ordered me to return it into 
the scabbard, and cast it on the ground as gently as 
I could, about six feet from the end of my chain. 
The next thing he demanded was one of tlie hollow 
iron pillars ; by which he meant my pocket pistols. 
I drew it out, and at his desire, as well as I could, 
expressed to him the use of it; and charging it only 
with powder, which, by the closeness of my pouch, 
happened to escape wetting in the sea, (an incon- 
venience against which all prudent mariners take ' 
special care to provide) I first cautioned the em- 
peror not to be afraid, and then I let it. off in the 
air. The astonishment here was much greater, 
than at the sight of the scimitar. Hundreds fell 
down as if they had been struck dead; and even 
the emperor, although he stood his ground, could 
not recover himself in some time. I delivered up 
both my pistols in the same manner as I had done 
niy scimitar, and then my pouch of powder and bul- 
lets ; begging him thai, the former might be kept 
from fire, for it would kindle with the smallest spark, 
and blow up his imperial palace into the air. I 
likewise delivered up my watch, which the emperor 
was very curious to see, and commanded two of hia 
tallest yeoman of the guards, to bear it on a pole 
upon their shoulders, as dray-men in England do a 
barrel of ale. He was amazed at the continual 
noise it made, and the motion of the minute-hand ^^ 
which he cowld easily discern;, for their sight is 
much more acute than ours : he asked the opinions 
of his learned men about it, which were various and 
remote, as the reader may well imagine without my 
repeating; although indeed I could not very per- 
fectly understand them. I tlien gave up my silver 
und copper money, my purse with nine large pieces 

rogated by him who admires, in aboing six feet high, any qua-, 
lilies that lie despises in one wbost stacvux do(& not exceed six 
iMchcs. H. 

Oigilized by Google 
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of gold, and ^ome smaller ones ; my knife and ra- 
aor, my Comb and silver snuff box, ray handkerchief 
and journal-book. My scimitar, pistols, and poudi, 
were conveyed in carriages to his majesty's stores; 
but die rest of my goods were returned me. 

I hadj as I before observed, one private pocket, 
which escaped their search, wherein there was a 
pair of spectacles, (which I sometimes use for the 
weakness of gaine eyes) a pocket perspective, and 
some other little conveniences ; which being of no 
consequence to the emperor, I did not think myself 
bound in honour to discover, and I apprehended 
they might be lost or spoiled if I ventured them out 
of my possession. 



CHAP III. 

THE AUTHOR DIVERTS THE EMPEROR, AND 
HIS NOBILITY OF BOTH SEXES, IN A VERY 
tJNc'OMBIO.N MANNER. THE DIVERSIONS OP 
THE COURT OP LILLIPUT DESCRIBED. THR 
AUTHOR HAS HIS LIBERTY GRANTED HIM 
UPON CERTAIN CONDITIONS, 

IVlY gentleness and good behaviour had gained so 
far on the emperor and his court, and indeed upon 
the army, aud people in general, that I began to 
conceive hopes of getting my liberty in a short time. 
I took all possible methods to cultivate this favour- 
able disposition. The natives came, by degrees, to 
be less apprehensive of any danger from me. I 
would sometimes lie down, and let five or six of 
them dance on my hand ; and at last the boys and 
girls would venture to come and play at hide and 
seek in ray hair. I had now made a good progress 
in understanding and speaking the language. Tho 
emperor had a mind one day to entertain me with 
several of the country shows, wherein they exceed 



36 GULMVER's TRAVEIS: PART t. 

all nations I have known, both for dexterity and 
magnificence. I was diverted with none so much 
as that of the rope-dancers, performed upon a slen- 
der white thread, extended about two feet, and 
twelve inclies from the ground. Upon which I shall 
desire liberty, with tlie reader's patience, to ealarge 
a little. 

This diversion is only practised by those persons, 
who ^re candidates for great employments, and 
liigh Iftvour at court. They are trained in this art - 
flrom their youthy and are not always of noble birth, 
or liberal education. When a great office is vacant, 
either by death or disgrace, (which often happens) 
five or six of those candidates petition the emperor 
to entertain his majesty and the court, with a dance 
^n the rope; and whoever jumps the higliest ^vitb- 
out falling succeeds hi the office. Very often the 
chief ministers themselves are commaawled to show 
theii; skill, and to convince the emperor that they 
have not lost their faculty. Klimnap, the treasurer, 
is allowed to cut a caper on the straight rope, at 
least an inch higher than any other lord in the whole 
empire. I have seen him do the summerset * se- 
veral times together, upon a trencher fixed on a rope, 
which is no thicker than a common packthread io 
England. My friend R^ldresal, principal Secretary 
for private affairs, is, in my opinion, if I am not par- 
tial, the second after the treasurer; the rest of the 
great officers are much upon a par. 

These diversions are often attended with fatal 
accidents, whereof great numbers are on record. 
I myself have seen two or three canditates break a 
limb. But the danger is much greater, when the 
ministers themselves are commaiKlcd to show their 
dexterity ; for, by contending to excel themselves 

• Summer s(.ty or summtrsauli, a gambol of a tumbler, in which 
he springs up, turns heels over head in the air, and comes down 
upon his feet. Cm>. ^ t 

* JigitizedbyV^OOgle 
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And their fellows, they strain so far, tl^«t there is 
iiardly one of them, who has*tiot,received a fall, 
and- some of them two or threfe. I was assured 
that a year or two before my arrival, Fiimnap would 
infallibly have broke his neck, if one of the king's 
tmahions^ tliat accid^tally lay on the ground, had 
not weakened the force, of his fall. 

There is like>vi3e another diverfiion, which is only 
shown before, the emperor and etopre^s, and first- 
minister, upon particular occasions. Tiie emperor 
lays, on the table thre^ fine silken threads of ^ix 

, inches long; one is blue, the other red, and tht:- 

third green. These tlireads are proposed as prizei^ 
for those persons whom the emperor Jm§ a mind to 
distinguish by a peculiar mark of his favour. The ,. 
ceremony iS performed in his majesty's great charn*- 
berpf.state> where the candidates are to undergo 
a trial of dexterity, very, different from the formtr, 
and such as I have not observed the least regem-r 
blanoe of in any other c(mntry of the new or ol<j 
world. The emperor holds a stick in his hand*, 

I both ends parallel to tl^e hori^fon, while the candi- 

dates advancing, one by one, sometimes leap over 
the stick, sometimes creep under it, backward and 
forward seTeral times, atcordirig as the stick is adr 
vanced or depressed. ' Som(jtimes tli.e emperor 
iholds one end of the stick, and* Ins first jninister the 

I other; sometimes the minister has it entirely t(> 

himself. ' Whoever performs his part with most wji- 
lity, and holds out the longest iu leaping and creepj 
ing, is rewarded- with the blue-coloured silk; the 
red is givepto.the next, and tlie*green to die ihjxi^ ■ 
y^hich ^hey^i-wear girt twice .rou|id about J;h^miu< 
die; •a»d^yo;U ^ee few great ^>©rsons about ihis 

I cooi't who are not adorned with one of these gir- 

dles. J , 

The horses of the army, and those of the roy.il 
jitables, having been daily \%di before me, \vore no 

TOL. IX. E J p y ^.^ 
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longetr 6hy, but vo«ild eom^ up. to tay ^vtrf feet 

wil£^t sta;rtitig. TKe ridera wcmld iMp them over 
my liftad, ae I held it on this groiuid ; and tme of the 
emperor^B huntsmed, »|»on a )arg6 eotmer, took my 
foot, shoe and ail \ ivhich -was indeied a prodigious 
leap. I h«Mi the good fortuiMi to diveft theeinp4fcniT 
one day after a very extraondinary manner. I dofr 
sired he would order several aticks of two fectiiigh, 
and the thickueBS of an ordinary cane, to be bnni|^t 
me; whereupon his majesty conimiaMiifd tisemas* 
ter of his woods to giv« dit^eetibBS actordingiy, and 
the next morning silt woodmen arm«d with as-many 
carriages, drawn by eight horses to eaeb. J took 
nine of these sticks, and ^xingthem thmly in th« 
ground in a quadrangular %uTe, two feet and a 
half square, I took four other sticks, and tied them 
parallel at eaeh corner about two feet from th* 
ground ; then J Ikstened my handkerchief to the nin« 
sticks that stood erect; and extended ii on all «ides^ 
till it was tight as the top of a drum \ and the fourpa^ 
rallel sticks, rising about five inches higher than the 
handkerchief, served as ledges on each eide. When 
I had finished my work, I desired tht)i emperor to let 
a troop of his best hoJ^e, twenty-foUr in number; 
come and exercise upon this plain. His majesty 
approved of the proposal, and I toeld them ap, one 
by one in my hana^, ready mounted and armedv 
with the proper dfl!cers to exercise them. As soon 
A they got into order, they divided into tWo parties^ 
performed mock skirmishes, discharged blunt ai?* 
rows, drew their swords, fled end pur^^ed, dttacke^ 
ftiid retired, and in ghftrt discovered the best miH« 
tary di^ipline I ever beheld. Thie paraUei stieka, 
secured them and their horses from fkllihg ttver.tkls 
stage; and the emperor was eo tnach cteKghted> that 
he oY-dercd this entertainment to be repeated seve^ 
ral diiys, and bnoe was pleased to Ibe lilted up 4n<l 
pive the word of commutid ; and ^itb gr^et difli^ 
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piS^^ persuaded evet^ tbe eiapr^ss h€nr9elf> €or let m« 
bold her ia her close chair, witkin two yards ©f tbe 
stfk§^f when ft)>Q waft able tp t^e a full viev of the 
ivboic p^pnn0iic«4 It wa&»niy good fortune, that 
no in accident iu^ppeq;^ in tliese •ntertfbiiimeQta» 
only once a .6efy horte, that belonged to one of the 
eaytaim^ pawing ^ifith his hoof struck & hole in my 
)i^dli6^chief« and hb loot slipping, he overthrew 
his ridet and hini^ielf ; but I isamedi^tely relieved 
them both, a«d caverii^ the hole with one hand* 
1 aef ddw^ the tr<K>p wiUi tbe other, in the same 
m^npi&t as I t90k them up4 The horse that fell, 
was scti^aiiAed in the left Moulder, but the rider got 
Boi hiMrt, and 1 repaired my handkerchief as Well as 
I tanlcl; howiever, I Would not tru*t to the strength 
0f it aoy more, in soah dangerovbd enteiprizes* 

Aboue tvfQ or tbnte day^ before I was set at li« 
berty, as I was entertaining the court with this kind 
M^t»9 theve artived aa express to inform his ma- 
jea^^ that fiiQiise of his sub^ts, riding near the 
fisaie where I was first taken up* had seen a great 
blaek siobetaBce lying on the ground, very oddly 
f heped^ e9f;;beudiiiif it^ edges round, as wide as his 
«»Lajest|jr'sbe€Uel»ntbery and rising up in the middle, 
^10 high as a i»a»; • that it was no living creature, aa 
^^ at fir^ i^rehended, for it .lay on the grass 
wiUtout motion; and sotme of thetn had walked 
jNimnd it several times; tliat^ by nK)iinting iipoit 
ffmnh e.tber's shonkleiis, they had got to the top, 
wbieb was fUli and i?ven, aod^ stamping upon it, 
they fecukd that it was hollow within; that they 
hmMjf eondeived it flight be something belonging 
ta the maarmountiun;. and if his majesty pleaded, 
liiey would undertake to bring it with only five 
horses^ ] pr«ieiitly knew what tliey meant^ aiid was 
^lad at kefHt to reeeive this intoiligence. It seems, 
upon nay first veaiehing tlie shore aJh/^r our ship* 
wreck, I was in such confusion, that before I came 
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to the place where I went to sleef), my hat, which I 
had fiastened with a string to my head while I was 
rowing,- and had stuck on all the time I was swim- 
ming, fell off after I came to land ; the string as I 
conjecture, breaking by some accident, which I ne- 
ver observed, but thought my hat had been lost at 
sea. I entreated his imperial majesty to give orders, 
it might be brought to me as soon as possible, de- 
scribmg to him the use and the nature of it : and 
4he next day the waggoners arrived with it, but not 
in a very good condition ; they had bored two holes 
ia the brim within an inch and half of the edge, an4 
fastened two hooks in the holes ; these hooks weW6 
tied by a long cord to the harness, aitd thus my hat 
•was dragged along for above half an English mile ; 
but, the ground in that country being extremely 
ismooth and level, it received less damage than I ex* 
pected. 

Two days after this adventure, the emperor, hav^ 
ing ordf^red that part of his army which quarters in 
and about his metropolis, to be in a rfeadiness, took ^ 
a fancy of diverting himself in a very singular man- 
ner. He desired I would stand like a Colossus, with 
my lege as far asunder as I conveniently could. He 
then commanded his general (who was an old eX" 
perienced leader, and a great patron of mine) td 
draw up the troops in close order, and march them 
under me; the foot by twenty-four in a breast, ami 
the liorfe© by sixteen, with drums beating; colours 
flying, and pikes advanced. This body consisted of 
three thousand foot, and a lliousand horse. His 
majesty gave orders, npon pain of death, that every 
soldier in his march should observe the strictest de- 
cency with regard to my person; which ' however 
could not prevent some of the younger officers from 
turning lipXheir eyes, as they passed under me : and, 
to confess the truth, my breeches were at that time 
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lb. sa m a Goitdilioiv thsA thejr afforded somft op* 
portunitiesi §oi^ laiigkter and admiration. 

I kad sent so maiiy memorials and petitkma for 
mj liberty^ that his majedty at length mentioned the 
iBstter, fi^ in the cabinet, and then in a full coun- 
cil ;. wh^e is was opposed by none^ -except Skyresli. 
Bolgoktm^ who was pleased^ without any provoca* 
lion; to be my mortal enemy^ But it was carried 
figainst him b} the whole board, and confirmed by 
the emperor. That minister, was gMctf or admiral 
of ike realm, very much id his master's confidence, 
iKid a person well versed io afi^rs^ but of a morOM 
and sour complexion. However he was at lengtk 
fiefsuadod ^ coniplyj but prevailed that tke ar- 
ticles a^ conditions upon which t ^lould be set 
fired, atid to whidi I mast swear, should be drawm 
up by himself. These articles were br-bught to mm 
by Skyre^ Bolgolam in person, attended by two 

Jiiider^sdcretarkst mad several persons of dtstiiic* 
ion. A£ter tbey WBre read, I was demanded to 
■wear to tbe performance of tliem; first ia the 
manKier of- my own cauatry, and afterwards in thg 
ifteti)K>d proscfribed by their laws; which was; to 
hfM tti^ n^f^ot in nay left hand, and to placo 
the middle finger of my right halMl on the crowa 
ctf toy head, and tny tbuart> oa the tip of my right 
tftt. But lawcaass tbe r^uier may be curiods' tot 
Jia^ti^sSdffioideaof ti^ style aad manner of ^cpres* 
fioM, poeutoor to tbat people, as well as to know 
iliO«lfk]e0 tqioA wHieb i ceoovi^red my liberty, % 
have made a translation of the whole instrument^ 
liiwi fer wofd, mmnt a# i wat abH wttich I here 

^QoVbci^fp^ MMiaraii £>daaie Gttrdilo Shefin 
MuUy Uily Gue, most mighty Eifiperor of Lilliput^ 
MigHt Md tttvpttr of the Universe, who^ dotfiini* 
^t9 extefkl fiftc Hiotttaad blusftmgs (about twelve 
Bftitetf id circumfemic«) ta the extrewiCte^of tbo 
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'globe ; monarch of all monarchs, taller than the 
sons of men; whose ftyet press down to the centre; 
, and whose head strikes against the sun ; at whose 
nod the princes of the earth shake their knees; 
pleasant as the spring, comfort;able as tlie summer, 
fruitful as autumn, dreadful as winter. His roost 
sublime majesty proposes to the Man-mountain, 
lately arrived at our celestial dominions, the folv- 
lowing articles which, by a solemn oath, lie shs^l ' 
be obliged to perform. 

" 1st, The Man-mountain shall not depart from^ 
our dominions, without our license under our great 
se^. 

"2d, fie shall not presume to come into our' 
metropolis, without our express order; at which 
time, the inhabitants shall liave two hours warning 
to k^ep within doors^ 

" 3d, The said Man-mountain . shall confine his 
^alks to our principal high roads, and not offer to 
walk, br li« down, in a meadow or field of corn. 

^^ 4th, As -he walks the said roads, he shall take 
the utmost care not to trample upon the bodies of 
any of our loving subjects, their horses, or carriages, 
nor take any of our subjects. into his hands without 
their own consent. '■ . 

'' 5th, If iin express requires extraordinary dis-t 
patch, the . Man-mountain shall be obliged to carry 
in hi«>pocket, the messenger and horse, a .six days' 
iourney, once in. every moon, and return tfee ^id * 
messenger back (if so required) safe tQ our imperial 
presence. 

" 6"lh, He .sjiall be our ally against our enemies ixk -^ . 
tlie island of Blefuscu,* and do his utmost to des,-p 
Vroy their flpet, ^bieh is jaow, preparing; to invade 
^^' ....■',,,.■ - " ■ 

, ♦ Iiisliis description oi^iltiput he seemB to have had England 
<iopft immediately^ m view. In his desc^^ion oiBltfmcuy \i^ 
Terns to inten4 U>e people- anil kingdqj^ of Ft once, QhslXky* , 

y^ «. * " digitized by VjOCii_>^ 
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/' 7th, That the said Man-mountain, ahall^ at his 
time of leisure, be aiding an^ a^sistitig to our work- 
men, in helping to raise certain grqat stones, towards 
covering the wall of the principal park, and other 
our royal buildings. 

<^ 8th, That the said Man-mountain' shall, in two 
moons' time, deliver in an exact survey of tlie cir* 
cumference of our dominions, by a computation of 
bis own paces round the coast. 

" Lastly, That, upon his solemn oath to observe 
all the above articles, the said Man*mountain shall 
have a daily allowance- of meat and <irink, sufficient 
for the supoOrt of 1724 of our subjects, with free 
access to 0ur royal person, anti other marks of our 
favour. Given at our Palace at Belfaborac, the 
twelfth day of the ninety-first moon of our reign." ■ 

I swore and subscribed to these articles, with 
grelat cheerfulness and content, although some of 
them were not so honourable as* I could have wished ; 
which proce'eded wholly from the malict of Skyr^sh 
Bolgolam, the high admiral ; whereupoa my chains 
were immediately unlocked, and I was at full li- 
berty. The emperor himself, in person, did me the 
honour to be'by at the whole ceremony; 'I made 
my acknowledgments by prostrating myself- at liis 
majesty's feet : but he commanded me to rise ; and 
after many gracious expressions, which, to avoid the 
censure of vanity, I shall not repeat, he added, 
" that he hoped I shpuid prove a useful servant; 
and well deserve all the favours he had already 
ponferred -upon me, or mi^t do for the-future." 

The reader may please^ to observe, that, in the 
last 3,rticleof the recovery of my liberty, the empe- 
ror stipulates to allow nfe a quantity of meat and 
drink? sufficient for the- support pf 1724 Liilipu-- 
tians, Some time after, asking a friend at court, 
how they came to fix on that determined number:. 
Uj told me. tUat his majesty's jnathematicians, hav- 
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ing taken tbe }mgh% of »y body by Hbe help <7f a 
^oMraiit, aod ivulkif tt to e^cceed thpetrs^ in tiM^ 
propoiitOA €€ tiMve to cMae^ tfaey eioMcluMieid firem 
the similarily of tfoenr boc^ietf, that mifte^nsuvt cot)*- 
tain at least 17^4 of theirs, and con3€«|uei)t%ry trottid 
f^ime M taaeh food a« wais Meesessdry t^ «isipport 
that frnmber c^ liiiiptftiaiisu By wbidht tlie itiKki 
may ^ofictive an fclea ol tiie inceiHiity <^ thsf pof>^ 
pie, as well as the prikteot »ad exact economy of 
flo great » ptiMe^ 
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MI|:.I>BN^9 THE MXTibOI^ItlS OF LIl.I.IPUT^ I>S- 
8CIVIB£.»y T06£T)i£B^ WITH THS^ £11P£1M>r'» 
PALiACE. A CeKV£&SATIO)» ^XTWBBN THS 
AITTHOB. AHJ> A VSLlVQlFAl^ aECRETARV, GOV- 
CBE^NIKO- THE AI^VA^XnS 99 THAT £MPIR^ 
THE A^UTHOit's aFF£&S TO SKJi^VB THB frM- 

FBi^oft in h;s wahb* 

A «£ first v«fBM»t I iM«kie, ftftef I had 6bCai«ed n^ 

, libefty^ wndvthat I might ha^ ticenise t6 see Mil- 

detid&^llieMolrOfMl«»; iHw<:ii Hkm diftptrot easi^ 

Kated ttM^ Wity wl«h d^ spedal^ ^hcn^e^ to do »« 
t either %& the ittbabiioiita^ op their houses^. 
Tke people lAd iM^licfe;^ by prorUnAiaffioii, o^ Aiy de- 
sign tovi(»ft the to»wii. The wi^lt, ivbteh encoitipa^ 
sed kf iB tvro> f^t and ^ half yigh^ and At least 
t^]<»vo!i indhGSf btotudy §o fhat a coa(th and hiorses 
may be 4nve« ^mrj sai^ly tontid it ; and it ia^ ffatnked 
v^h ntt6Tvg to^mt^ at te^ feet distance. I ^trpt 
over the great westerw gate, and passed vety gently 
and ^ddin^ thfdtigh tlio ti^optiaieipal ftreats, only 
In my ibort waistcoat, for fear of damaging the 
r<io6 aad e«iyed ef «he bo^Mes wilb Ifae skkti oimy 
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coat, I walked with the utmost circumspectfoD, to 
avoid treading on any stra^lens, who might remain 
in the streets ; although the orders were very striet, 
that all people should keep in their houses, at their 
own peril. The garret windows and tops of houses 
were so crowded with spectators, that I thought in 
all my tr&vels I had not ^een a more populous place, 
Tlie city is an exact square, each side, of the wall 
being five hundred feet long. The two great streets, 
which run across and divide it into four quarters, 
are five feet wide. The lanes and alleys, which I 
could not enter, but only viewed them as I passed; 
are from twelve to eighteen inches. The town ia 
capable of holding five hundred thousand souls; the 
houses are from three to fi^e stories : the shops and 
markets well provided. 

The emperor's palace is in the centre of the city 
where the two great streets meet. It is enclosed 
by a wall of two feet high, and twenty feet distance 
from the buildings. I had his majesty's permission 
to step over this wall; and the space being so wide 
between that and the palace, I could easily view it 
on every side. The outward court is a square of 
Ibrty feet, and includes two other courts : in the in** 
most are the royal apartments, which I was very de* 
sirous to see, but found it extremely difficult ; for 
the great gates, from one square into another, were 
but eighteen inches high, and seven, inches wide. 
Now the buildings of the outer court were at least 
&Y^ feet high, and it was -impossible for me to stride 
over th^m. without infinite damage to the pile, 
though the walls were strongly built of. hewn stone, 
And four inches thick. At the same time the em* 
peror had a great desire, that I should see the mag* 
nificence of his palace; but this I was not able to 
do till' three 'days after," which I spent in cutting 
down with- my knife some of the largest trees in the 
royal pvk,. about, a hundred yards' distance from: 



^e city; Of tb«se tree* I nuide two «t04ls,.f«o)i 
abovit tkfee feat high» imd strong encmi^ to htm 
ntjivei^t. Tk&p^)f]le having rteetvod twHice a 
lacroiKl tone, I went agaan thrmi^ the 9kj io the 
]»ali<od \»itb Bijr tv/e stec^ in my ktads. Wh«ii I 
came to the skle o£ tin^ cmitcr cDOPt^ I^too4 ^poii 
0Re stooly aibd took tke other ia tnybaml; this I 
Hiked over the roo^ and gently set it 4own on thi^ 
^pace betinreen the first aad secoiKi court, which waK 
flight feet ifide, i theit atopt over the huiWiiig very 
totiveiiientiy from onestiK^ t« tlie ofther, ai^ drew 
up the first Waiter me wkh a boohed sticks By this 
iaoAtriTaflee I got tBl» tte^ hueoit cfntrt; aod, lying 
«krwa ufiofli my side^ i applied my face to Ito win* 
dawa &i tiia middle itoriesy which were left open ott 
purpose, and discovered the most splendid apart^ 
mente that c^a be imagiiied. There I a^m the em- 
^rees and the youwtg prmces, in their sevetaL \&i§r 
ings^ with tlietr chie^ attelidamii about thens^ Her 
hnpenal: majes^ waa pleased to imiie vc«y gra^ 
ciovsl^ apon-raa^ and gave me out of the v^indeMr 
her bsmd to kiss* 

But I sliaU. nak ahtieipate the reader mth farther 
desci%>tioiia of this kitidy becaose I reserve them 
it>r a greatetf Tirorfe, whiefa. ia naw ahaost iKs&df for 
the prea ; containing a geoerai descriptien q£ this 
tfiBpire, from its first ercetioii, thoou^ a long seiM 
of princes ; wi^ a partkular aoctmnt of their I'ffftrs 
a»td poHticks, laws^ karniag, and religkm; their 
fdants and animals^ their pcodiar Kumnerd and c^ts^ 
toms, with other msUters very eariova and usekA ; 
my chief design at present being only to ictate such 
events and transietioiis, aa happened to the pubkkk 
or to myself chuntig a residehae of aboiatiMe 
moaths in that empire* 

Oaenormng, abooit a.fbttmght after I had ob<^ 
feuned my liberty, Rddfesei,. principal Secretary (aa 
th^ style hira) for private aiuirs^ came to mj 
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hoiise attended -only by one servaot. He ordered 
hrs Goaoll to wait at a dmaaoe^and desired I would 
^ve him ea hour's aAdience; which I readily con- 
sented to, on ^lecoutit of his quality and personal 
merits, as well as of tiie m«j[iy good ofiioes he ha4 
done met <)uriQg my solicitations at court. I of^e<l 
to lie down, tl^t he might the more conveniently 
reach my edr ; but he chose rather to let me hold 
him in my hand duriag our conversation. He be- 
gan wUh qom}>UmeQis on my liberty; said, '< ha 
mi^t pretend to some miSrit in it;'^ but however 
added, " that if it had not been for the present si- 
tuatioo of thinga at court, periiapsi might not hlava 
obtained it so soon. For," said he, " as flouncing 
a condition as ^e may appear to be in to foreigners, 
we labour under two mighty evils; a violent fae*^ 
tion at home, and l^e danger of an invasion, by a 
most potent enemy from abroad. As to the first, 
you are to understand, that for above seventy 
moons pasit there have been two straggling parties 
in this empire, under the names of Tramwaksan and 
Biamecksan,*, itom the high and low heels of tlieir 
shoes, fay which they distinguish themselves. It is 
alleged, indeed, that tlie high heels are most agree- 
9bhe to our ancient eonstitution; but, however this 
be, his ma^ty has determined to miJce use only of 
low heels in the administration of the governmenti 
and ail offioes in the pik of the crown^ as you can- 
not but obdBfve; aad pwrtlculariy that hism^esty's 
impersal heels ate lower at kaat by a^ c^mrr, thaa 
ahy ofhia court: iitmrds a measure about the four- 
ieentb part of aa iaidu The aniiao$iti*2s between 

* Hii^dhnrch unA I^w^ehoret^ or whig aad tory. As 
«vei7 4Kri4«(»/4i#^#«<bbtw«cA maaaad mania person and 
circttmstan<f«s is oy this work rendered extremely cootrtripc* 
jble ^ so tjteeuhativt Sfferettem ate si^owii to be equali/ridicWilcw^ 
when fhe tctA -vnxh which itttj ^ e^f^iottA aa^defMid M# 
MK^dOBcdithflwiiDporuamt £L 



these two parties run so high, that they will neith^i* 
cat nor drink, nor talk with each other. We com- 
pute the Tramecksariy or high heels, to exceed us in 
number; but the power is wholly on out side. We 
apprehend his imperial highness, tlie heir to the 
crown, to have some tendency towards the high-* 
heels ; at least, we can plainly discover, that one of 
his heels is higher than the other, which gives him 
a hobble in his gait. Now, in the midst of these 
intestine disquiets, we are threatened with an inva- 
liion from the island of Blefuscu, which is the other 
great empire of the universe, almost as large and 
powerful as this of his majesty. - For as to what we 
have lieard you affirm, that there are other king^ 
doms and states in the world, inhabited by human 
creatures as large as yourself, our philosophers are 
in much doubt, and would rather conjecture that 
you dropped from the moon, or one of the stars ; 
because it is certain, that a hundred mortals of your 
bulk would, in a short time destroy all the fruits 
and cattle of his majesty's dominions: besides, our 
histories of six thousand moons, make no mention 
of any other regions, than the two great empires of 
Lilliput and Blefuscu. Wiich two mighty powers 
have, as I was goipg to tell you, been engaged in ;^ 
most obstinate war for six and thirty moons past. 
It began upon the following occasion : it is allowed 
on all hands, that the pritnitive way of breaking 
eggs, before we eat them, was upon the largeJ* end ; 
but his present majest/s grandfather, whil6 be wa« 
a boy, going {o eat an egg, and breaking it accordn 
ing to the ancient practice, happened to cut oae of 
his fingers. Whereupon, the emperor his father 
published an edict, commanding all his subje^s, 
upon great penalties, to break the smaller end 6f 
their eggs. The people so highly resented this law, 
that our. histories tell us, there have been six rebel- 
liona raised on that account; wljerein one empevoj 
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lost his lifei. and another liis crown. These civil 
commotions "were constantly fomented by the mo* 
narchs of Blefuscu ; and when they were quelled, 
^e exiles always fled for refuge to that empire^ It 
is computed that eleven thousand persons have at 
several times suffered death, rather than submit to 
treak their eggs at the smaller end. Many hund- 
red Targe volumes have been published upon this 
controversy : but the books of the Big-endians have 
been long forbidden, and the whole party rendered 
incapable by law of holding employments. During 
the course of these troubles, the emperors of Ble- 
fuscu did frequently expostulate by their ambassa- 
dors, accusing us of making a schism in religion, ky 
offending against a fundamental doctrine of eur 
great prophet. Lustrog, in the fifty-fourth chapter of 
the Blundecral, which is their Alcoran. This how- 
ever is thought to be a mere strain upon the text ; 
for the words are these : tliat all true believers break 
4heir eggs si th^ convenient end. And which is the 
convenient end, seems, in my humble opinion, to 
be left to every man's conscience, or at least in the 
power of' the chief magistrate to determine. Now, 
tiie Big-6ndian exiles have found so much credit in 
the emperor of Blefuscu's court, and so much pri- 
vate assistance and encouragement from their party 
bere at home, that a bloody war had been carried 
«n between the two empires for six and thirty 
Bioons, with various success ; during which time we 
kave lost forty capital ships, and a much greater 
number of smaller vessels, together with thirty 
thousand of our best seamen and soldiers ; and the 
damage received by th6 ienemy, is reckoned to be 
5ome>yhat greater than ours. However, they have 
jpw equipped a numeirous fleet, and are just prepar- 
ing to niake a descent upon us; and his imperial 
majesty, placing great confidence in your valour 
VOL. XX, . r ■ 
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^Tid sttenglh, has commanded me to lay ^is ac^ 
«ount of his affaiw before you/* 

1 desired the secretary to present my hwnbledotgr 
to the emperor ; and tp let him know, ^ that 1 
thought it would not "become me, who was a fo^ 
reigner, to interfere with parties ; but I was xeadn 
with the hazard of my hfe, to defend Iu9 per^ anoj 
$tate against all invaders \" 



C H A P. V, 

imX AUTHOR, ST AN CXTmAOaBIirAmT %r%M.*: 
TAGaji, PRXVEKTS AK IKVASIOV. A aiOH 
TITLX OT HONOUR lA COWrBRRBD V909 HtH^ 
AMBASSADORS ARRIVE rROM THB BKFBRCMR 
or BLBFVtCH, AVD fiVE FOR PEACE. THS 

empress's apartkewts on fire BT ACCI« 

a>£VT; THE AUTHOR tNSTRUMENTAt IIT fi^V* 
mo THE REAT OF THB PALACE, . 

jTite empire of Blefosco, is an island eitiiated tm 
the norih-^east of lilUput, from wliich it is partdi 
only by a channel of eight hundred yards wide^ | 
had not yet seen it, and upon this notice of an m^ 
tended invasion, I avoided appearing on tliat Aide 
of die coast, for fear of being discoveced by some 
•of the ^enan/s sliipsi, who had received no int^li- 
§ence of me, all intercourse between the two emr 
pires ^having been strictly forbiddea during the 
war, upon pain of death, and an embai^gp laid by 
our eo^peror vpon aU vessels whaUoever. I eon^ 

* Gulliver, tinthoutesiaiiiinuigthe firfyeet af dispute, readi- 
ly engaged lo defend the emperor against invasioif j ^because h« 
iinew that no sdch monarch hAd a right to invade the domiaioii* 
^ 9ciother> for tfie propaB^tioA ^ irvdu ML 
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iwui g ^l to has iHuesty a projtct I hud foxmad^ 
«f fli^aifig the etuaayrm vhde ieei: wluhcb» fts our 
»oot» asMiml us^ lay at at^ohor m tke har|>aur» 
teacfy to iaii wi^ Uw- first ^ir wiodi I oonsultec) 
' the oMfite^peritodMl aeaineo tipon Ibe dapth of tiie 
dtttmel, ytfiudk ^«! y- had <rf tea pUuei^dail ( vfixp^ fccdd 
toe^ tfai^ m the iniddle aft faigiiHRFater it wqa aeveoty 
jAn^i^ dei3{v viiich ia about «i?fi feet of £iii^^ 
measaKe; aod the r«6t of it ^kj! giwmgft^ at iBiost. 
1 ^»alk^ totrardft tte ttorthnaast coaat, aver againsi 
Ueftiaott; ^Mfaere,^- lying domt befaiiyi a hUkcki I 
took octt mf 8Biall perspaotiire glaia,. and \iewcd 
the ctiemy'a fleet at asiehory consisting of about 
Hbf mem. of war, and a gr^t number of tramiportA t 
t then Game hadt to my houAe^ and ga^e oJvd«i^ 
(for wimrh i had a Mfamuat) for & great quantity of 
the stitn^est cable and! bars o£ ironi. The caUe 
-m&i about as thick as pacsk^thread^ and the bars of 
Ite length and stsa of a knittsng-needkL. I trebM 
the? eable to make it stronger,, and for the same, 
leaaen i twisleol three of the iron bars to^her^ 
beadtng the extremitiea into a hook. Having thua 
Hxed fifty hooks to as many eabies» I went back ta 
the northreast^ coasts and potting o€ my ooeX^ sboes^ 
and-saockingSy walbed into tiit aea^ in my leathern 
jrrkin> about half an haur before hi^ water*. I 
waded with what haste I co«dd« and swam in tha 
mkidie about tlnrty yards^ till I felt geound. I arv 
tived at the fleet in kea than half an kour^ Th«r 
anen^F was so frighted ^en they saw aue, that tberf 
leaped out of th^ shsps» aad swam to sbore, wbera 
tiiore could not be fewer dian thirty thousand 
aof^: I then took my tackling^ aud^ fastening a 
hook ta the bole at the prorw of each^ 1 tied aU the 
c#i^ together at the end. While I was thus em)« 
j ^foi ^ the enemy disdiarged several thouaaa^ 
•rrow% many of winch, stuck iu my hands, and faces 
and^ beside the excessive smarts gave me muck diap' 
F 2 ^^"^'^^"" ^^^ 
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turbance in my work. My ureatfitt apprdienaraR: 
was for mine eyes, which I shoui^l have iDfallibly- 
lost, if I had not suddenly thought of an expedient. 
I kept, among other liule necessaries, , a pair <if 
spectacles in a private pocket, which, as I observed 
before, had escaped the emperor's searchers. These 
I took out and fastened as strongly as I could upon 
my nose, and liius armed went xm boldly with xnj 
work, in spite of the ^lemy's arrows; many <» 
which struck against the glasses of my spectacles^ 
but without any other effect, farther than a little t» 
discompose thenu I had now fastened all .the 
hooks, and taking the knot in my hand began ta 
pull ; but not a ship would stir, for they were ^U 
too fast held by their anchors, so that the boldest 
part of my euterprize remained. 1 therefore let ^9 
the cord, and leaving the hooks fixed to the sbips^ 
I resolutely cut with my knife the cables that fas- 
tened the anchors, receiving about two hundred, 
shots in my face and hands ; then I took up the 
knotted end of the cables, to which my liooks were 
tied, and with ^reat ease drew fifty of the enemy"!* 
largest men of war after me. 

The Blefiiscudians, who^ had not the least ima- 
gination of what I intended, were at first con£oundr 
ed with astonishment. They had seen me. cut the 
cables, and thought my design was only to let tlie 
ships run a-drift, or fall foul on each others but 
when tiiey perceived the whole fleet . moving in or-* 
der, and saw me pulling at the end, tUey set up 
such a scream of grief and despair, as it is almost 
impossible to describe or conceive. When I had 
got out of danger, I stopped a while to pick out 
2[ie arrows that stuck in -my hands and face; /and 
rubbed on. some of the same gintment that was 
given me at my first, arrival, as I have foj-merly 
mentioned. I then took off my spectacles, and 
waiting about an hour, till the tide was a littl« 
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idleHy 1 wauled tteeuji^ tfae mkkUe with xdj c&vgpv 
and arrived safe at the royai pott of LiUipurt* ^ 
The emperor and ham iwiaole c(N»t stood oo the 
riiore^ expeeting the msae of tiiis gmtt adventnure; 
They saw the Aapi move forward in. a large h^ 
moony but coalci naiidEscem me, who waa up to 11131 
breast in water* When I advanced to the midit^lff 
el the diannel, they werejret more in paiii» becatt^e 
^ i was under water ta my neefc. The emperor con-* 
chided me to be drowned^ and that the enemy's 
Aeet was 3p|»roaebing in a hostile manner: but he 
was soon eased of bjs fears, ibv the channel grojving 
shallower every step I made, I came in a short 
timer wi^thin hearings and holding up the eoA of the 
eahle^ by which, the fleet waa hiatenedy, i ched in a 
kiud woiee^ '^ Long li^ the most puissant kia^ of 
littiput ^'^ Titia great prince received me at Biy 
landing with all possible eacoaduBiB^.and created 
aoe a nardtic upon the spot^ which; is the highest 
title of honour aaabong tikem. 

Hob majesty deaued I would take sane other of»« 
fiortsmity of bdngiag all the vest of his eneaiy'a 
ships into his ports* And so uaancasuBaible is iam 
ambition of princes; that he seesnesd to tdiida of 
aoCfaiog less thaa redudng the whole ca^re of 
BMtiactt into a province^ and goveraing itt by a 
vieeroy; of destroying the Big^eadkm exiles, aod 
CDOBpetling tdaat people to break the smsika ead ol 
their eg^ hy^whikdihe woohiremakttjhesoierao** 
naveb ^ the whelei worldu fluf I ende««ouoedi tw 
divert hioi froai thi»' des^ by maay arguaKala 
drawn &om the topics* of pohNQTr c^ well> as justvce; 
asKi I plainly protested *" thvt I woald newer he ant 
■astrumeat of hrtng^g a-iraoaad brave? paopte iiie» 
slavery/^ And, when th^ matter waa yteJmtti d in 
ce«nci^ Ihe wisest part of the a&nietiyrwere oi^my 
opinrott.. ....' 

lUs ofeiilMMd«tfbr«e[oii.of m^i; fw^ 
.^ ' ^ ^ 
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fite to the schemes and politicks of his imperial ma* 
jesty, that he could never forgive me. He men<« 
tioned it in a very artful manner at council^ where 
I was told, tliat some of the wisest, appeared at 
least, by their silence, to be of my opinion ; but 
otlieis, who were my secret entmies, could not for- 
bear some expressions, which by a side-wind re- 
flected on me. And from this time began an in- 
trigue between his majesty, and a junto of ministers; 
maliciously bent against me, which broke out in 
less than two months, and had like to have ended 
in my utter destruction. Of so little weight are 
the greatest services to princes, when put into the 
balance, with a refusal to' gratify their passions. 

About three weeks after this exploit, there ar- 
rived a solemn embfissy from Biefuscu, with humble ^ 
offers of a peace ; which was soon concluded, upon 
conditions ^very advantageous to oui: emperor, 
wherewith I shall not trouble the reader. There 
were six ambassadors, with a train of about iive^ 
hundred persons; and their entry was very mag- 
nificent, suitable to the grandeur of their master, 
and the importance of tlieir business. When their 
treaty "was finished, wherein I did them severs^ 
good offices by the credit I now had, or at least ap-. 
peared' to have, at court, their excellencies, who 
were privately told how much I had been their 
friend; made me a visit in form. They began with 
many compliments upon my valour and generosity^ 
invited me to that kingdom in the emperor their 
master's name, and desired rae to show them some 
proofs of my prodigious strength, of which they 
had heard so many wonders; wherein I readily, 
obliged them, but shall not trouble the reader with 
the particulars. . 

When I had for some time entertained their ex* 
cellencies, to their infinite satisfaction and surprise, 
I d^sired-they would do 'me tbeliOnour to present 



. . A VOYAGE TO LIL^IPUT. 55 

my most humble respeots to the emperor their 
master, the renown of whose virtues had so justly 
£lled the whole world with admiration, and whose 
royal person I resolved to attend, before I returned 
to my own country. Acc6rdingly, the next time I 
had the honour to see our eniperor, I desired his 
general license to wait on the Blefuscudian mo- 
narch, which he Was pleased to grant me, as I could 
perceive, in a very cold manner; but could not 
guess the reason, till I had a whisper from a certain 
person, " that Flimnap and Bolgolam, had repre* 
lented my intercourse with those ambassadors,' as a 
mark of disaffection ;^' from which I am sure my 
heart was wholly free. And this was the first time 
I began to conceive some imperfect idea ^f courts 
and ministers. 

It is to be observed, that these ambassadors 
spoke to me by an interpreter, the languages of 
both empires dilfering as much from each other as 
any two in Europe, and each nation priding itself 
upon the antiquity, beauty, and energy of their own 
tongues, with an avowed contempt for that of their 
neighbour ; yet our emperor, standing upon the ad- 
vantage he had got by the seizure of, their fleet, 
obliged thein to deliver their credentials, and make 
their speech, ii> the LiUiputian tongue. And it 
must be confessed, that from the great intercourse 
of trade and commerce between both realms, from 
the continual reception qf exiles, which is mutual 
Qmong them, and from the custom, in each empire, 
to send their young nobility and riclier gentry to 
the od^er, in order to polish themselves by peeing 
the world, and ufi^erstandin^ men ^nd manners; 
there are few persons of distmction, or merchants, 
or seamen, who dwell in the maritime parts,^ but 
wh^t can hold conversation in both tongues ; as I 
found some weeks after, when I went to pay my; 
respects to the §roperor of Blefusgu, which, in tl^e 
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mkJst of great misfortunes through ib» raaike 0# 
nay enemies, proved a very haippy adventure lo-xte^ 
as I shall relate in its^ proper place. 

The reader may remember^ that vrben I signed^ 
those articles upon which I recovered my hb«rty, 
there were k>me which I dfefiked, upo» account ii 
th^ir being too servile^ neither could afty thing but. 
an extreme necessity have forced me to submit. 
But being now a tttxrd&c of th^ highest ra^ik in that 
empire, such offices were looked upon as below msf 
dignity, and the emperor (to do him justice)- never 
oiice nientionf^i them to me. However, it was not* 
long before I had an opportunrty of doing his »m- 
jesty, at kast as J tlien ^^Kight, a most si^ml s€jr^. 
vice. 1 was alarmed at midniglii witfc ttte cri^ <il 
many hundred people at my door ; by which beiag' 
s^dderiy awaked, I was in some kind of tewour. I 
heard the word bwrghtm repeated inceseantly : ser 
reral of the emperor's court, meiMng t^iea- wajr 
through the crowd, entreated me to come iaimedf-* 
ately to the palace, where her innperial majesty'* 
a«artnwnt was on ^r^yhy the- carelessness of a maii^ 
of honour, wlio fell asleep while she was reading ^ 
romance. I got up in an instant ; atwi orders bemg 
given to clear the way before me, and it beiing Uke- 
wise a moonshine night, I made a shift to get to the 
paluce without trampling on any of the peo^e. I 
found they had already applied ladders te the 
walls of thq apartment, an^ were weli provided 
with buckets, but the water was at flio»e distance. 
These buckets were about the si«e of a large 
Ifcimble, and the poor people sup^ied me ^'ith- 
them as fast as th^ could; but the flame was so 
violent that they did* little good. I might easily 
have stifled it with my coat, whfch I unfortunately 
left behind me for haste, and came away only in 
ihy leathern jerkin. The case seemed wholly des- . 
pwnite and deplorabte, and this magnificent ^lao««^^ 
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would have infallibly been burnt down to the 
ground, if, by a presence of mind unusual to m^, 
I had not suddenly thoisght of an expedient. I 
h0.d^ the evening before drunk plentifully of a most 
delicious wine called glimigrmy (the Blefuscudians 
call lifiumc, but ours is esteemed the better sort) 
which is very diuretick. By the luckiest chance in 
tlie world> 1 liad not discharged myself of any 
part of it. The heat I had contracted by coming 
very near the flames, and by labouring to quench 
tliem, jnade the wine begin to operate by urine ; 
iriiiich i voided in sucl^ a quantity, and applied so 
well to. the proper places, that in three minutes tlie 
ire was wholly extinguished,, and the rest of that 
noble pile,, which had cost so many ages in erect* 
IDS, preseryed irom* destruction. 

It was BOW day-light, and I returned to my 
bouse without waiting? to congratulate with the. 
emperor; because, although I had done a very 
eminent piece of service, yet I could not tell how 
hb m^^ty might resent the manner, by which I 
had performed it : for, by the fundanxental laws of 
the realm» it is capital in any person, of what qua- ' 
Itty soever, to make water within the precincts of 
the palace. But I was a little comforted by a mes-* 
Bage from his majesty, ** that he would give orders 
to the grand justiciary for passing my pardon in 
forotf; which however I could not obtain. And I 
was privately assured, " that the empress conceiving 
the greajtest abhorrence of what I had done, re- 
moved to the^ most distant side of the court, firmly 
lesolved that those buildings should never be re- 
paired for her use; and,, in, the presence of her 
chief confidants, could not forbear vowing re* 
venge/' 
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. C H A p. VI* 

tJF THE X^HAEXTANTS OF' ZtthTttff; tUtttT 

h;akning, laws, and cvsroMsr, rut maim^ 

N.I>R OF JIDUCATIVG THEIR ^HttDllBH* THJI 

author's Wax o^ Liviyo in T«At.cdVKt^ftir* 
h;s vindicatiok oy a ^keat la^y. . 

ALTnoircH I intend to leirve the disetiplwtt q(( 
tiii^ empire to a particular treatise^ yety ta tiidh 
lYieati tinie^ I atn con<?etit 1K> gtaltfy tto ^iuiicni*' 
reader with some general kleM. A» the GOnmoit- 
size of the tiatives is sonj^what Under six iachei^ 
high, so thei^ i& an exact preporciofi ia all otibrt 
animals, ^s well as plants and tviees : for tastafice)^ 
the tallest horsed' »ncl oxon^ ar& bettntQcn fanr and 
five inches 111 heiglit, the sheep an llic^ and hall^ 
more or les^; their ge«^ ab^ut iii» bigneGe oi & 
Rrarrow, atid so the several gi^adations. ctu^iumrdjs 
till you come to the smallest, \vl)ich to my siglil 
\rere ahnost hrvisible ; but Nat^ire has adafited th«* 
^yes of the JiiKput tans' to all ol^tfotfe p9&(iKt <iur 
Aerr view : they see with great ©»aottiQS% but ut 
Kko great distance. And, to «ho\v tile stiafpnafiB of 
fhetr sight towards objects tlmt am aeaii, I bava 
been much pleased with observing a4»>ok pulbog a 
lark^Mhich was not so larg6 as a commoo f^: and 
a young girl threading aft invisible Mfeotewttb ia^- 
i^istble silk, l^heir tailed ti^ees art^ about seven. 
ifeet high : f mean sotae of those ifi the grea^ rojral 
park, the tops whereof I couM* but jnst reaek wkto 
my fl«t cKnched. The other- vegetables are in tia^' 
ftame. ptoportion; but this I lea«^ (» tfiereader'^ 
imagination. ^ 

1 shall say but little at present of their learning, 
which tor many ages has flourished in all its 
brandi^ amox^ them: but their manx^r of writics 



k^«»y peeuUar, being neither from the left to titt 
t^ht, l&e the jkarofieaas ; qor from the ri^ to 
th^ liftft 1^ tbfc Ambiam; immt fn>iii op to down^ 
fik^ th&Chit^se; but sM^nt from one corner oC the 
f9ptr to th« other, like I^idi^s in £ng]^nd. 

Ttiey b^lry their dead with tjieir lieads.dtar^cd]^ 
tfowi^ard, bectiu^e they hold an 4>pinion, that m 
f leveti th^sand moons they are all to ris«: again ^ 
in which period^ the ear^ (which they conoeiV« to 
%e flat) wU) turn uj^side down^ aird by this means^ 
tbqr shi^t At their resurrection, be found ready 
ita^ng on th^r iieet. The learned among them 
confess the absurdity of thi^ doctrine; but the 
^aptfoe^stiU cx>t^nae$t in codnpliaoice to die vulgar. 

iWre are so»ke law& and custpsis in this empirL 
♦erf peeuk^^ and, if they were not »o dnrectly 
contrary to those o( iny ^n 4ear country, Jj 
^bcMild be tempted to aay a litt^ in their justi/ica* 
4ioii» It is (H)iy to be wished ^y were a« wel^ 
^fKfCvMl. The iirst I shall ineniion^ relates to in- 
ibnBiev$. All <$rim«s against tt^e state, are punished 
^e^ vrith the utmost s(!Terky; but> if the pemon 
Hbcosed makes hi$ ianoc^ence plainly to ^>pear. 
tipon his trial} the accuser is immedieitely put to an 
'igaK>mitii6us d^^th ; and out of his good^ or lands,^ 
j|he ionotatit person is quadru]^y recompensied for 
ilbt loss ctf his time> for the danger he underwent, 
^ Uiis hardship of his imprbonment, and for all 
•Hie charges he has been at in making his defence. 
-Ot| if that fund be deftcteat, it is largely a^ppiied 
*%y the crawn. Tlie emperor also confer* on him 
-i^m pabfkk mark of his favour, and prDchouatioQ 
ia made of his ii^oooen^ through the whole eity. 

Vhef took opon fraud as a gutter crime timmi 

•^be^ asj^ ^h^fiore seldofn fetl to punish 4t witi% 

death; for they allege, that care and vigilance, 

With a VeryTOtvunon nndtistacKiifM^ may preberv^ 

^ iO^*'s gof^is born thier^, \>*it honesty has no 
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fence against superiour cunning ; and since it is m^*- 
cessaiy that there shoald be a perpetual intercourse 
of buying and sellingy end ^dealing upon credit; 
where fraud is permitted and connived at, or has 
no kw to punish it, the honest dealer is alwayi 
undone, and the knave gets the advantage. I re- 
member when I was once interceding with the kiiig 
for a criminal, who had wronged liis master of a 
great sum of money, which he h^d received by or- 
der, and ran away mth ; and happening to teU hj$ 
majesty, by way of extenuation, that it was only |i 
breach of trust, the emperor thought it monstrous 
in me to offer as a defence, the greatest aggrava- 
tion of the crime ; and truly I hsid little to ^ay ia 
retura, fartlier than the common answer, that dif« 
ferent nations had different customs ; for, I confesfl^ 
I was heartily ashamed *. . 

Although we usually call reward and punish- 
ment the two hinges upon which all government 
turns, yet I could never observe this maxim to be 
put in practice by any nation, except that of lilllr 
put. Whoever can there bring sufficient proo4 
that he has strictly observed the laws of his coun- 
.try for seventy-three moons, has a claim to\;ertain 
privileges, according to his quality or condition "of 
life, with. a proportionable sum of money out of a 
fund appropriated for that use : he likewise acquires 
the title of snilpall^ or legal, which is added to hk 
nam^, but does not descend to his posterity. And 
these people thought it a prodigious defect of po- 
licy among us, when I told them, that our laws 
were eiiforced only by penalties, without any men- 
tion of reward. It is upon this account, that the 
image of justice, in thpir courts of judicature, is 
'formed with six eyes, two before, as many behind^ 

* An act of parliament has been since passed, by which 
••me breaches of trust have been made capital. Cniinai, 
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end on each side one, to signify circumspection; 
with a hag of gold open in her right hand, and a 
ftword sheathed in her left, to show she is mor6 
disposed to reward than to punish. 

In choosing persons for all employments, they 
have more regard to good morals, than to great 
abilities; for, since government is necessary to 
mankind, they believe that the common size of 
human understanding, is fitted to some station or 
other ; and that Providence never intended it 
make the management of publick affairs, a mystery 
•to be comprehended only by a few persons of sul^ 
lime genius, of which there seldom are three born 
in an age : but they suppose truths justice, tempe- 
rance, and the like, to be in every man's power; 
the practice of which virtues, assisted by experi- 
ence and a good intention, wo\ild qualify any man 
for the service of his country, except where a 
•course of study is required. But they thought th^ 
want of moral virtues, was so far from being sup- 
plied by superiour endowments of the mind, that 
employments could never be put into such dange- 
rous hands, as those of persons so qualified ; and 
at least, that tlie mistakes coi^imitted by ignorance, ' 
in a virtuous disposition, would never be cff such 
fatal consequence to the publick weal, as the prac- 
tices of a man, whose inclinations led him to be 
corrupt, and who had great abilities to manage, to 
multiply, and defend his corruptions. 

In hke manner, the disbelief of a Divine Provi- 
dence, renders a man uncapable of holding any 
"publiek station J for, since kings avow themselves to 

• be the deputies of Providence, the Lilliputians 
think nothing can be more absuH, than for a 

• prince to employ such men as disown the authority, 

• under which he acts. 

in relating these, and the following laws,- 1 would 
- only be understood to mean the original iiiStiUi- 

vol.. IX. O .,y,u...., _^^^.^ 
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iioiUi and HQt t|ie Gftost> scandalous cofrtiptian^ 
into which tli^e people ar6 fUlen by the degen^ 
rate . »4tt^re of mau, Far, a£. ,to timt infamou# 
practice pf acquiring ^reat jeioployoieiits by daacr 
|ng on the rope&> or badges of favour and distiiiCf> 
^Qfi by leafHii^ over slicks, and creeping under 
thein, ii»e reader is to observe^ that they were first 
ijitiva^iced by tl»e grand- father of t4>e enft|>€ror " 
124 >w reigning) and gi^w to the presetit height by 
the. gradual increase of fs^ty and faction* 

Ingratit^ide is aii^oDg tl^n^ a capital crime, a^ 
we read it |o bav^e been hi some oth^* count^-iess 
lb I tl>ey reason thus, that whoever makes ill re^- 
turns tQ bis benefactori must ne^da be a comoaoa 
^lewy t9 t\k6 reat of mankind^ itom wboia he has 
received ao ^bligati(>fif «i^ therefore ^ch a maa 
is not dt td live. , 

Their notions r^la4iiig tp th^ dat^« af parents; 
fttid cbildreti, di&r e^trem^y fr^m oors* For, 
•iboe tl)e c^jiitietlon of o^le and feipale is foiinded 
VpQQ the great law of nature, ii^ order to pFopa- 
^te ai^d continue the «p^ies^ the JLilUputiafiS wiO 
.|ieed& liave it» l^t men and women are joiiifed tOK 
.gether^ likeoiher animak* by t^e motives of coiv- 
ii:upisoen€<i ; and that theif tdnkleroe^s towards their 
yo^MBig* prQCj$eda from the like natural piinciple : 
:£oi- which reds«nt tiiey will never allow that a ciuid 
if under fwi^r. obUgiJbion iQ his father, £(>r begetting 
bill*, or to his n)olher^ for biinging him into t^ 
■worM; ^^hk^i eonsidseris^ th^ miseries of hurHian 
,kfe, was nt(itlier a bene^t in itself, nor intended so 
My his pai^tfly wljose thoughts, in their \pve*e»- 
P^\3xi^tex9% wjBf^ Q^erwise eftiployed* Upon these, 
qM. tke >ik^ rea^^nipgsy tlielr opinion is, that piE^- 
rent«i are tine, tot 0f all. others to fee t^rusted WitJi 
the ediH'ation of their own children : ai«i tlierefoi^e 
^ibty hi'^se ir> every %<*yf^ pitblic nurf>€*ii«, where 
ail j;i4ri;iit3, i:^r^'l< <:<)U«2e\r3 and k^bouicrs, ijre 



dhWgGd to send their WfaiitJi of both scxe^ to be 
reared and educated, wJien they come to the age 
of twenty moons, at \»tiich'tifne they are ^ippoeed 
to have some rudiments of dutitity. These schools 
are of several kind*, guitlid to di!rerentfquiil:tie&,and: 
both sexe$. They baAre cert tin pmiesAotk vteYi 
skilled in preparing cfeiWr©n for such a conitttiett 
df life as bete the rank of tlieir parents, ami tbeit 
d\vn cftpAcities, «s well as ihclinatiotfe. i ilmli first 
say somfc thing of tlie male* nurseries, and tben ot 
the female. 

• The hnrserics l<)J- mfeil^ of noble €>r eminont 
Birth, are provided wilh grave and learned ptofyuM 
sbrs, and'thdr several deputies. The clothes aad 
fbpd of the children, are plain and sittiple. They^ 
dro bred lip in the principteg of honour, justieei 
c?ourage, modesty, clemency, i^^li^ott, and lave. of. 
. their country ; they are alwa;ys employed in soina' 
business; except ii^ the tim^ of eating and sleeping^ 
-^^htch are vei-y short; and ttvo hours for diversioiMl 
lionsisting of bocfily exerclfc^s. Hiey are dressec^ 
by men till four years of age, &i\d tbi^n are obligtd 
to dress themselves, alihough their qiiality be ev^ 
so great ; and the women attendants, who a»e aged 
propoltionably to o^ni^s- at fifty, pe.»for«» o»ly tte 
most menial offices.' They are i-icver suflfered to» 
converse with servants, bwt go together in -inaller 
or greater numbers t!0> take their diveifsions, and 
dhvavs in'tbe presence of a ppofesso?, or one of kU 
<Jeputies ; whereby they avotd those early buct iiii<* 
pressions of folly and vice, to. which our chtidxea 
are subject. Their pai^nts are suffered to se« them 
only t\vice a year; felie visit is to lust but iau. baur; 
they are allowed to kiss the child at meeting aiwl 
parting; but a professor, who always stands by oil- 
tJiose occasions, will not suffer th^«> to^ whispeir, 
dr use any fondling expressions, or bri^ng uny pr&- 
Stents of toys, sweetmeats, y^ud %he like. - 

e 2 ^'"'^''" ^'^^^^ 
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The pension from each family for the educatioa , 
^and entertainment of a child, upon failure of due 
payment, is levied by the emperor's officers. 

The nurseries for children of ordinary gentlemen, 
merchants, traders, and handicrafts, are managecl 
proportionably after the same manner ; only those 
designed for trades are put out apprentices at 
eleven years old ; whereas those of persons of qua-^ 
lity, coatinue in thefr exercises till fifteen, which 
answers to twenty-one with us : but the confine* 
ment is gradually lessened for the last three years. 

In the female nurseries, the young girls of qua* 
lity are educated much like the males, only they 
are dressed by orderly servants of their own sex ; 
but always in the presence of a |)rofes8or or dc-- 
puty, till they come to dress themselves, which is 
at five years old. And if it be found, that tliese. 
nurses ever presuipe to entertain the girls with ^ 
frightful or foolish stories, or the common follies, 
practised by chamber-maids *among us, they are 
publickly whipped thrice about the city, imprisoned, 
for a year, and banished for life to the most deso- 
late part of the country. Thus the young -ladies 
there, ar^ as much ashamed of being cowards. and 
fools, as the men; and despise all personal orna- 
ments, beyond decency and cleanliness : neither 
did I perceive any difference in their education, 
made by their difference of sex, only that the 
exercises of the females were not altogether so ro- 
bust ; and that some rules were given them rela- 
ting to domestick life, and a smaller compass of 
learning was enjoined them: for their maxim is, 
that among people of quality, a wife should be al-. 
ways a reasonable and agreeable companion, be-* 
cause she cannot always be young. When the 
girls are twelve years old, which among them is 
the marriageable age, their parents or guardians 
take them home, with great expressions of grati* 
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^tK^ to Hie professor, and seldom viritbout team ol 
the yottnjf ^ddy and her compaiuoRs. 
'' In the nurseries of females of the meaner sort, 
tfhe chHdren are instructed in all kinds of work» 
proper for thetr sex, and- tliew several degraea: 
those ifttendcd for apprcRtkes, are dismissed at 
seven j-ears old, the rest are kept to eleven* 

Tlie meaner families, \%ho have children at thee^ 
Bnrser!es, are obliged, beside their anniKil pension^ 
which is as low as possible, to retarn to the stew-- 
ard of the nnrsery, a small monthly skare of tlieiF 

fettings, to be a portion for the child ; and there-* 
ore all parents are limited in their expenees by 
the hiw. Por^ the Lilliputians think nothing cai» 
be more iMij«s^, than for people, in sijbe©mei»c« 
to their own appetites, to bring ehildrea ioto^ th^ 
■world, aiicV feave the burden of s»pportii»g them 
on the publick. As to persons of quality, they gpve 
security to appropriate a certam sum for eaeb 
diild, suitable to their condition ; and tli«so fundst 
are alNvays managed witli' good- husbaadfy) and %h» 
ipost exact justice. 

* The cottagers artd'lftboiwers keep tfheir children 
at ht^me, their business being only- 1& till anid cuUi* 
vate the earth, and therefore- their od)|&cati«<i» is oi 
httle consequence to the puMiek : but tie olid a»i 
diseased- among' them, are- sttpported by hospilate r 
for begging is a trade unkno\vn m this empi#«. 
' And here it riiay perhaps divert the- cuiious 
reader, to give some account of mydoilieeticks^aiKl 
toy manner of living in thi«- co«ntryj during a re- 
sidence of niiie months and thirteen^ days. Ha^ itig 
a. hea<i mechanically turned, and being likewise 
forced by necessity, I had made for my^i a table 
and chair convenient* enota^h, o«t^ of the largest 
trees in the royal park. Two hundred sempstressea^ 
^re»e erhploye^ to. make me shirts, and linen fbr 
kiy bed and^ table; all of ^^e strongest aod-cQaivest 
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kind they could get ; which hawever they were 
forced to quilt together in several folds, for the 
thickest was some degrees finer than lawn. Their 
linen is usually three inches wide, and three feet 
make a piece. The sempstresses took my measure 
as I lay on the ground, one standing at my neck, 
and another at my mid-leg, with a strong cord ex- 
tended, that each held by the end, whUe a third 
measured the length of the cord with a rule of an 
inch lon^. Then they measured my right thumb» 
and* desired no more ; for by a mathematical com- 
putation, that twice round the thumbjs once round 
the wrist, and so on to the neck and the waist, and 
by the help of my old shirt, which I display^ on 
the ground before them for a pattern, they fitted 
me exactly* Three hundred tailors were employed 
in ihe same manner to make me clothes ; but they 
had another contrivance" for taking my measure. 
I kneeled down, and they raised a ladder from th^ 
ground to my neck ; upon this ladder one of them 
mounted, and let fall a plumb-line from niy collar 
to the fioor, which just answered the length of my 
coat : but my waist and arms I measured myself^ 
When my clothes were finished, which was done in 
my. house, (for the largest of theirs would not have 
been able to hold them) they looked like the patch* 
work made by the ladies in England, only that mine 
were all of a colour. 

I had three hundred cooks to dress my victuals, 
in little convenient huts built about my house, 
where they and their fannlies lived, and prepared 
me two dishes a-piece, I took up twenty waiters 
in my hand, and placed them on the table : a bun*, 
dred more attended below on the ground, some 
with dishes of meat, and some with barrels of wine, 
and other liquors, sliUig on their slioulders; all 
which the wmters above drew up, as I wanted, in 
fk veiy ingenious manner by certain cords, as wq 
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draw the bucket up a well in Europe. A dish of. 
theii meat was a good mouthful, and a barrel o£ 
their liquor a reasoDable draught. Their mutton 
yields to ours, but th.eir beef is excellent. I have 
Lad a sirloin so large, that I have been forced to 
make three bits of it; but this is rare. My servants 
were astonished to see me eat it, bones eJid all, as. 
in our country we "do the leg of a lark. , TheiF^ 
geese and turkies I usually eat at a taiouthful, and I, 
confess, they far exceed ours. Of their smaller, 
fowl I could take up twenty or thirty at the end of 
my knife. > 

One day his imperial majesty, being informed of* 
my way of living, desired " that himself and hi» 
royal consort, with the young princes of the blood 
of both sexes, might have the happiness," as he was. 
pleased to call it, " of dining with "me." They. 
came accordingly, and I placed them in chairs of 
state, upon my table, just over against me, with, 
their guards about theip. Flimnap, the lord high 
treasurer, attended there likewise with his white 
staff; and I observed he often looked on me with 
a sour countenance^ which I would not seem to re« 
gard, but eat more than usual,, in honour to my 
dear country, as well as to fill the court with admi^ 
ration. I have some private reasons to believe, 
that this visit from his majesty, gave Flimnap an. 
opportunity of doing me ill offices to his master. 
That minister had always been my secret enemy^ 
though he outwardly caressed me more than wa* 
usual to the morbseness of his nature. Herepre*. 
aented to tlie emperor " the low condition of hi* 
treasury ; that he was forced to take up money at a 
great discount ; that exchequer bills would notcir^ 
culate under nine per cent below par; that I had . 
cost his majesty above a million and a half of sprugt 
(th6ir gx;eate&t gold coin, about the bigness of a 
spangle) and upon the whole, that it would be ad- 
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v}$a;l>le in the Emperor to take the first fair occa- 
©on of dismiss! ng^ me. 

I ai9 here pblig^ tp riRfJicatc the reptrtation bf 
an excellent l^oy, \»ho was an inpocent sufferet' 
upon my apicobnt. The treasuret took a fs^tcy to 
be jealoqa of his wife, from the malice of some evit 
tongiies, whp in^rme^ him that her grace had 
ftken 01 violent affecttoh for my^ person ;, and the 
court scaQdal r^n for seme time, that she onca 
^me privately to my lodging. Tliis I sdemnly de- 
clare to be 3 most infkmous falsehood, without any 
Ijrounds, ferther than that her grace was pleased to 
treat me whlv all inobcent marks of freedom and 
fl*iendship« I own she came often to my house, but 
always pttblicWy, nor ever without three moce- 
in t$.e coach, who were usually her lister and 
joung. daughter, and some particular acquaintanee; 
but this was common to many other hidies of* the 
court. Aiid V still* appeal to my servants rounc^^ 
vrhether. tliey at any tinje saw a coach at my door,^ 
"^^ithout knowing wlmt person^ were ip it. On 
those occasions,, when a servant had given me no- 
tice, my custom was to go immediately to the door ;^ 
and, after paying my respects, to take up the coarh- 
©nd two horses very carefully in my hand,s (ioi\ if 
there were §ix horses, the postillion always unhar- 
nessed- fotjr) and place them on a table, where I 
Jhad fixed a moveable rim quite round, of iive inches,, 
high to prevent accidents* And I have often hatf 
ibur coaches and horses at once on my tal^lfe, fuH of 
<fonipany, while t sajt in. rtiy chair, leaning my face 
towai*ds thenar; and wlieja 1 was engaged with one 
set, tke coachmen would gently drive the otliers 
i^otuHl my table. I have passed many an aftemooa 
very agreeably i*> these, conversatipns; ' But- J defy 
the treasurer, or hi» -two informers^ (f wil> nanie 
them, and l€t then^ mak^ their best of it) Clustrii 
atad Ihrunlo, to ptoreflfciat any person e^'er O^we ta 
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me incognito^ exc^t the secretary Reldresal^ who 
was sent by express command of his imperial ma*^ 
jesty, as I have before related. I should not have, 
dwelt so long upon this particular^ if it had not 
been a point wherein the reputation of a great lady^ 
is so nearly concerned, to say nothing of my own;, 
though I then had the honour to be a nardac^ which, 
the treasurer himself is not; for all the world 
knows, tlxat he is only a glumglum^ a title inferiour 
by one degree, as that of. a marquis is to a duke in 
England; yet I allow he preceded me in right of his 
post. Tiiese false informations, which I afterwards 
came to the knowledge of by an accident not pro-, 
per to mention, made the treasurer show his lady 
for some time an ill countenance, and me a worse; 
and although he was at last ^undeceived and recon*- 
cilecf to her, yet I lost all credit with him, anS found 
my interest decline very fast with tlie emperor him-^ 
self, who was indeed too much governed by that fa* 
YDurite. 



CHAP VU. 



THE AUTHOR, BEING INFORMED OP A DESIGK 
TO ACCUSE HIM OF HIGH-TREASON, MAKES 
HIS ESCAPE TO BLEFUSCU. HIS RECEPTION 
THERE. 

Sefore I proceed to give, an account of my leav- 
ing this kingdom, it may be proper to inform the 
reader of a private intrigue, which had been for two. 
months forming against me. 

I had been hitherto, all my life, a stranger to 
courts, for which I was unqualified by the meanness 
of my condition. I had. indeed heard apd read, 
enough of the dispositions of great princes and mi^ 
nisters ; but never expected to have found such texf 



ribk effects pf t|iem, in so remete d counfcf v,- gff*- 
vern«d, as ! thought, by very cfiflferept maxims frornf' 
^ose in E\irppe. 

When I w^s^just preparing to pay my iAitt^hdance 
6n the emperor of Bleftiscu, a considerate pcrsoir 
at court, (to 'whom I had been very serviceable, dt 
a time when he lay under the highest displeasure of 
his imperial majesty) cajiie to my houss very pri* 
vately at night, in a close chair, and, "without send* 
ing his p^iiie, desired admittance, yht) chairmeu 
vrere dismissed ; I put the chair, with his lordship 
in it, into my coat-pocket : ancj, giving orders to a 
trusty servant;, to say I was indisfrosea ahd gone tb 
sleep, I fastened the door of my house, placed the 
chair on the table, according to my usual custom, 
and satjdown by it. After the common salutation? 
were over, observing his lordship's countenance full 
of concern, ^nd rncjmrin^ into the reason, he desired 
" I would hear him with patience, in a matter that 
highly concerned my honour and my life.** Hb* 
speech was to tft^fellowing effect, tbr I took notes 
of it as soon as he left me. 

" You are to know,'^ saW he, ^ that several com- 
mittees of. CQv^ncil, hAVf been lately called in the 
most pifivate mei,m;er, on yqur Recount; an4' U is 
b,ut tv^g d^ys ^iuce his m^esty C9,u?e tQ a full reso- 
lution. 

*' You are very sensible^ that Skyresh Bolgolam 
(galb^t, or high-admiral) has been your mort^^ 
enemy, almost ever since your arriva], Hfe ori^i- 
, nal reasons I^ know not ; but his hatred is increased 
since your great success ugainst Blefuscu, by which' 
his glory as admir^Xis much obscured. Thi?. loi:d,' 
in conjunction with Flimnap tl\e high-treasurer^ . 
\yhose enmity agaijist you is i;ioi;orious on account 
of his lady, Liraljoc the general, Lalcon the cham- 
berlaip, and Bahmrff the grand justiciary, have pre- 
pared articles of inrpeachfcent agamst you, foftreu- 
$on and other capital criiues." .y..._, _.,_^_ 
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. This preface made me so impatient, being ccnsci- 
jpos of my own merits aud innocence, that I wa» 

toinc to interrupt him ; when he entreated me t6 
e silent, and thus proceeded. 
" Out of gratitude for the favours you have done 
me, I procured information of the whole proceed- 
ings, and a copy of the articles; wherein I venture 
my liead for your service. 

♦• AKTlCtES OP IMPBACHMfeNT AGAtiflSfT QlJIif- 
BUS ^LfiSl'RIir THA MAS-ftOUNTAli^^. 

ABTICLE *. 

V Wheread, by ^ ^tattte mtM irt th^ nefgii 6f his 
imperial majesty Calin Deffer Pltiner, it is enActed, 
tliat whoever shall make water within the ptecincis 
of the royal palace, shall be liable to the pains and 
pHAnalties of high-treason; aotwith^tondiiig^ tbe said 
Quinb»s Fkstrin, in open breach of the said law, 
under colour of ^ctinguislnng the fire killed in 
the apartment of his ma^est/s most dear imperial 
consort, 4id maliciously, traitorous]^, and dsvilishly 
by disclftrge pf his urine, put outtlie said fire kind- 
led m tiie said apartment, lying and beinfg within 
the precincts of the said yoyal palace, .a^inst tlie 
statuti) k> that c^e provided, etc. a^Eunst the duty, 
etc, 

<^ That the said Quiihbus pie»trin, having brought 
the imperial fleet of Blefuscu into the royal port, 
aetni being aftert^rtis cottmande^l by bis imperial 
M^sly, to seize aH tha other ship« (»f the said em«- 
fare af Blefuscu, aivd reduce that empire to a pro* 
vmo^^ to be govc»%»ed b;f O'Vi^roy from hence^ and 
to destroy and put to death, not only all the Big- 
fiWdifllft exiles, bwt like»wise A\ the pe<iple of that' 
empire, ^Vh^ xVoi^ld not iminedfatley forsake the 
Bi^-cu'vihrn faertfcyj Iw, i ho said Kh^strin, like a 
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tfalse traitor against his most auspicious, serene, im- 
perial majesty, did petition to be excused from the, 
said service, upon pretence of unwillingness to force 
the consciences, or destroy the liberties and lives of 
an innocent people.* 

Ar^ticle ill. 
*^ That, whereas certain" ambassadors arrived from 
the court of filefuscu, to. sue for peace in his ma- 
jesty's court : .he, the said Flestrin, did, like a false 
traitor, aid, abet, comfort, and divert the said am- 
bassadors, althoughiie knew them to be servants to a 
prince, who was lately an open enemy to his impe- 
rial majesty, and in ap open war against his said 
majesty. / . 

ARTICLE IV. 

** That the said Quinbus Flestrin, contrary to the 
•duty of a faithful subject, is now preparing to make 
a voyage to the court and empire of Blefuscu, for 
which he has received only verbal license from 'his 
imperial majesty; and under colour of th^ said li- 
cense does falsely and traitorously intend to take 
thfe said voyage, and thereby to aid, comfort, and 
abet the emperor of Blefuscu, so lately an enemy, 
xand in open war with his imperial majesty afore* 
said. ^- ; 

" There are some other ai-tides, but these are the 
most important, of which I have read you an ab- 
,stract» ' .. 

*^ In the several debates upon this impeachment,. 

it must be confessed that his majesty gave mnny 

maf ks of his great lenity, often urging the services 

. you had done him, and endeavouring to extenuate 

* A lawyer thinks himself honest if he does the b0st he c^n 
-for his client, aod a statesman if he promotes the interest p£ 
his coun«ry, but the Dean here incnlcatesan bigher notion rf 
* 1 i;ht and wjong, and obligations to a larger community. H, 
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your crimes. The treasurer aud admiral insisted 
that you should be put to the most painful and ig«> 
nominious death, by setting fire on your house at 
night; and the general was to attend with twenty 
thousand men, armed with poisoned arrows to 
shoot you on the face and hands* Some of yout 
servants were to have private orders to strew a poi- 
sonous juice on your shirts and sheets^ which would 
soon maike you tear your own flesh, and die in the 
utmost torture. The general came into the same 
opinion ; so that for a long time there was a lOAr 
jority against you : but his majesty resolving, if pos- 
sible, to spare your life, at last brought off the 
chamberlain. 

*^ Upon this incident, Reldresal, principal secr<* 
trary for private affairs, who always approved him- 
self your true friend^ was commanded by the em- 
peror to deliver his opinion, which he accordingly 
did ; and therein justified the good thoughts you 
have of him. He allowed your crimes to be great, 
but that still thfere was room for mercy, the most 
commendable virtue in a prince, and for which his 
majesty was so justly celebrated. He said, the friend- 
ship between you and him was so well known to the 
world, that perhaps the most honourable board 
might think him partial ; however, in obedience to 
the command he had received, he would freely of- 
fer his sentiments. That if his majesty, in consi- 
deration of your services, and pursuant to his own 
.. merci^il disposition, would please to spare your life, 
and only ^ve orders to put out both your eyes, he 
humbly conceived, that by this expedient, justice 
. might in some measure be satisfied, and all the world ' 
^ould applaud the lenity of the emperor, as well as 
the fair and generous proceedings of those who 
have the honour to be his counsellors. That the 
lo«s of your eyes would be no impediment to your 
..loodily strength, by Wliieh you migjiit still be u«eful 
" VOL. IX. H ., . ,^.^^.^ 
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to his majesty: that blindness is an addition to cou- 
rage, by concealing dangers from us ; that the fear 
you had for your eyes, was the greatest difficulty in 
bringing over the enemy's fleet; and it would be 
sufficient for you to see, by the eyes of the mini- 
sters, since the greatest princes- do no more. 

*< This proposal was received with the utmost 
disapprobation by the whole board. Bolgolara the 
ftdmiral could not preserve his temper; but rising 
up in fury, said,* he wondered how the secretary 
durst presume to give his opinion for preserving the 
life of a traitor; that the services you had performed 
were, by all true reasons of state, the great aggra- 
vation of your crimef ; that you, who was able to 
extinguish the fire, by discharge of urine in her ma- 
jesty's apartment, (which he mentioned with hor- 
rour) might at another time raise an inundation by 
the same means, to drown the whole palace ; and 
the same strength, which enabled you to bring over 
the enemy's fleet, might serve, upon the first dis- 
content, to carry it back : that he had good reasons 
to think you were a Big-endian in your heart; and 
lis treason begins in the heart, before it appears in 
overt acts, so he accused you as a traitor on that d^c- 
count, and therefore insisted you should be put to 
death. 

" The treasurer was of the same opinion ; he 
showed to what straights his majesty's revenue was 
reduced, by the charge of maintainiiig you, which 
would soon gR:\v insupportable; that tii$; secre- 
tary's expedient of putting out your eyes, was so far 
from being a remedy against this evil, that it would 
probably increase it, as is manifest from the coiii- 
mon practice of blinding some kind of fowls, after 
which they fed the faster, and grew sooner fat : that 
bis sacred majesty and the council, who are yolir 
judges, were m their own consciences fully co^- 
- viftaod of your, guilt, wluch was a sufficient argu- 



. A \OYAOt to LiLLIPtJt* f5 

merit to condemn you to death, without the formal 
proofs required by the strict letter of the law** 

" But his imperial majesty, fully determined 
against capital punishment, was graciously pleased 
to say, that since the council tliought the loss of 
your eyes too easy a censure, some other may b§ 
inflicted hereafter. And your friend the secretary, 
humbly desiring to be heard again, in an6\yer to . 
what the treasurer had objected, concerning the 
great charge his majesty was at in maintaining yoU| 
said, that his excellency, who had the sole disposal 
of the emperor's revenue, miglit easily provide 
against that evil, by gradusdly lessening your estab* 
lishment ; by which, for want of sufficient food, you 
will grow weak and faint, and los« your appetite, 
«nd consume in a few months; neither would thQ 
stench of your carcase be then so dangerous, when 
it should become more than half diminished $ and 
immediately up>on your death, five or six thousand 
of his majesty's subjects might, in two or three day^ 
cut your flesh from your bones, .take it away by 
cart-loads, and bury ift in distant ..parts to prevent 
infectioB, leaving the skeleton as a, monument of 
admiration to posterity. . . . . 

" Thus, by the great friendship of the secretary, 
the whole affair was compromised. It was strictly 
enjoined, that the project of starvijig you by de- 
grees should be kept a secret; but the sentence of 
putting out your eyes, was entered on the books; 

• There is something so odious in whatever is wrong, that 
even those whom it does not subject to punwhment, endeavour 
to colour k with an appearance of right; but the attempt it 
always uosoccessful, and only betrays a consciousness of de« 
formity by shewing a desire to hide it. Thus the Lilliputian 
court pretended a right to dispense with the strict letter of the 
law to put Gulliver to death, though by the strict letter of the 
law only he could be convicted of a crime ; the intention of thft 
statute aot beinp; to suffer the palace rather to be burnt thaa 
pissed upon. H* 
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none dissenting, except Eiolgoiam the admiral, who, 
being a creature of the empress, was perpetually in- 
stigated by her majesty to insist upon your death, 
ehe having bom perpetual malice against you, on 
account of that infamous and illegal method you 
took to extinguish the fire in her apartment. 

" In three days your friend the secretary will be 
directed to come to your house, and read before 
you the articles of impeachment; and then, to sig* 
nify the great lenity and favour of his majesty and 
council, whereby you are only condemned to the 
loss of your eyes, which his majesty does not ques- 
tion you will gratefully and humbly submit to ; and 
twenty of his majesty's surgeons will attend, in or- 
c^er to see the operation well performed, by dis- 
charging very sharp-»pointed arrows into theh^tllsof 
your eyes, as you lie on the ground. 

<* I leave to your prudence what measures you " 
will take; and to avoid suspicion, I must immedi- 
ately^ return, in as private a manner as I came." 

His lordship did so ; and I remained alone, under 
many doubts and perplexities of mind. 

It was a custom introduced by this prince and his 
ministry, (very different, as I have been assured, 
from the practice of former times) that after the 
court had decreed any cruel execution, either to 
gratify the monarch's resentment, or the malice of 
a favourite, the emperor alwaj's made a speech to 
his whole council, expressing his great lenity and 
tenderness, as qualities known and confessed by all 
the world. This speech was immediately published 
throughout the kingdom; nor did any thing terrify 
the people so m^uch, as those encomiums on his ma- 
jesty's mercy; because it was observed, that the 
jnore these praises were enlarged and insisted on, 
the more inhuman was the punishment, and thp suf- 
ferer more innocent. Yet, as to myself, I must 
ponfess, having never been designed for^a courtier, 
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either by my birth or education, I was so ill a judge 
of things^ that I could not discover the lenity and 
flavour of this sentence, but yconceived it (perhaps 
erroneously) rather to be rigorous than gentle, t 
sometimes -thought of standing my trial ; for, al-» 
though I could not deny the facts alleged in thQ 
several articles, yet I hoped they would admit of 
some extenuation. But having in my life peruse4 
many state-trials, which I ever observed to termi- 
nate as the judges thought lit to direct, 1 durst not 
rely on so dangerous a decision, in so critical ^ 
juncture, and against such powerful enemies. Once, 
I was strongly bent upon resistance ; for, while I 
had liberty, tlie whole strength of that empire could 
hardly subdue me, and I might easily with spone^ 
pelt the metropolis to pieces; but 1 soon rejected 
that project with horrour, by remembering the oath 
I had made tp the emperor, the favours I receiveci 
from him, and the high title of nardac he conferred 
upon me. Neither had I so soon learned the gra-^ 
titude of courtiers, to persuade myself, that his 
majesty's; present severities acquitted me of all past 
obligations. 

At last, I fixed upon a resolution, for which it is 
probable I may incur some censure, and v not un- 
justly : for I confess I owe the preserving of mine 
eyes, and consequently my liberty, to my own great 
rashness and want of experience; because, if I had 
then known the nature of princes and ministers,, 
which I have since Observed in many other courts^ 
and their methods ofVeating criminals less obnoxi- 
ous than myself, I should, with great alacrity and 
readiness, have submicted to so easy a punishment. 
But hurried on by the precipitancy of youth, and 
having his imperial majesty's license to pay my at- 
tendance upoa the emperor of JBlefuscu, I took this 
opportunity^ before the three days were elapsed, to 
seiid 4 letter to my friend the secretary, signifying my 
H 3 — ^- 
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resolution of setting out that morning for Blefuscu, 
pursuant to the leave I had got; and, wiiliout wait- 
ing for an answer, I went to that side of the island 
where our fleet lay. I seized a large man of war, 
tied a cable to the prow, and, lifting up the anchors, 
I stripped myself, put my clotlies (together with 
Xay covetjet, which I carried under my arm) into 
the vessel, and drawing it after me, between wading 
^nd swimming, arrived at the royal port of Blefuscu, 
where the people had long expected me ; they lent 
me two guides to direct me to the capital city, 
which is of the same nan>e, I held them in my 
^ands, till I camp within tWo hundred yards of the 
gate, and desired them y to signify my arrival to 
one of the secretaries, ^nd let him know, I there 
waited his ipajesty*s command/' | had an answer 
in about an hour, " that his majesty, attended by 
the royal family, and great officers of the court, wai 
coming out to receive me" I advanced a hundred 
yards, The emperor ^d his train alighted from 
tlieir horses, the empress and ladies from their . 
coaches, and I did not perceive they were in any 
fridit or concern. I lay on the ground to kiss bis 
hiaiesty's and the empress's hands. I told his ma-' 
^esty <* that I was come according to my promise^ 
and with the license of the efpperor my master, to 
have the honour of seeing so mighty a monarch, 
Und tp offer him ^ny service in my power, consist-* 
cnt with my duty to niy own prince i" not mentton-r 
ing a word of my disgrace, because I had hitherto 
iio regular inforhtation of it, and might suppose 
mypeli wholly ignorant of any such design) neither 
<:d^ld J reasonably conceive that the emperor would 
discov<?r the secret, while I was out t)f his pbwer; 
i^vherein, liowpver, it sooii appeared I was de« 
peived, 

I shall ndt trouble the reader with the particular 
^^PQMPt of injr reception g,% tbi» court, wlucb ww 
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soitablc to the generosity of so great a prince ; nbr 
of the diffi<:ultie8 I was in for want of a house and 
bed, being forced to lie on the ground^ wrapped up 
in my coverlet. 



CHAP VIII. 



THE AUTHOR, BY A LUCKY ACCIDENT, FINDS 
WEANS TO LEAVE BLEFUSCU ; AKD, AFT^R 
SOME DIFFICULTIES^ RETURNS SAFE TO UlS 
NATIVE COUNTRY, 

Three days after my arriral, walking out of cu- 
riosity 40 the north-east coast of the island, I ob- 
served, about half a league off in the sea, somewhat 
that looked like a boat overturned. I pulled off my 
shoes and stockings^ and, wading two or three hun» 
dred yards, I found the object to approach nearer 
^by force of the tide : and then plainly saw it to b3 
a real boat, which I supposed might by some tem^ 
pest have been driveii from a ship: whereupon I re* 
turned immediately towards the city, and desired 
his imperial majesty to lend me twenty of the tallest 
vessels he had left, after the loss ot his fleet, ani 
three thousand seamen, under the command of his 
vice-admiral. This fleet sailed round, while I went 
back the shortest way to the coast, where I first 
discovered the boat j I found the tide had driven it 
still nearer. The seamen were all provided with 
cordage, which I had beforehand twisted to a suf- 
ficient strength. When the ships came up, I strip- 
ped myself^ atid waded till I came within a hundred 
yards of the boat, after which I was forced to swim 
till I got up to it. The seamen threw me the end of 
tlie cord, which I fastened to fv hole in the fore- 
P^t of tbe l^o^t, and the other end to a mm of war : 



but I found all. my labour to little purpose; for» t^ 
ing out of my depth, I was not able to work. In 
ttiis necessity I was forced to. swim behiud* aud 
push the boat forward, as often as I could, with ono 
of my hands; and the tide favouring me, I advanced 
80 far, that I could just hold up my chin and feel 
the ground. I rested two or three minutes, and 
then gave the boat another shove, and so on, till • 
the sea was no higher than my arm- pits; and now 
the most laborious part being over, I took out my 
other cables, which were stowed in one of the shij.>s, 
And fastened them first to the boat, and then to 
nine of the vessels which attended me ; the wind 
being favourable, the seamen towed, and I shoved 
until we arrived within forty yards of the shore, and 
waiting till the tide was out, I got dry to the boat, 
and by the assistance of. two thousand men, with 
ropes and engines I made a jshift to turn it on its 
bottom, and found it was but little damaged. 

I shall not trouble the reader with l^e difficulties 
I was under, by the help of certain paddles, which 
cost me ten days making, to get my boat to the 
royal port of Blefuscu, where a mighty concourse of 
people appeared upon my arrival, full of wonder at 
the sight of so prodigious a vessel. I told the em^ 
peror ** that my good fortune had thrown this boat 
in my way» to carry me to some place,> whence I 
might return into my native country ; and begged 
his majesty's orders fpr getting materials to fit it up; 
together with his license to depart ;'' which, after 
some kind expostulatioas he was pleased to grant. . 

I did very much woader, iu all this time, not to 
have heard* of any express relating to me from our 
emperor to the court of Blefusci^ But I was after* 

• * I did very mUch wonder not to have heard,' &c. This 
sentence is ungrammatical, it should have been, ' I did vtrj 
much wonder, in ail (bis XiXRtf at not hiyins beard of any ex- 
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ward given privately to understand, that his impe- 
rial majesty, never imagining I had the least notice 
6f his designs, believed I was only gone to Blefuscu 
in performance of my promise, according to the li- 
cense he had given me, which was well known at 
our court, and would return in a few days, when 
the ceremony was ended. But he was at last in 
^ain at my long absence ; and after consulting with 
the treasurer and the rest of that cabal, a person of 
quality was dispatched with the copy of the articles 
against me. This envoy had instructions to repre- 
sent to the monarch of Blefuscu, " the great lenity 
of his master, who was content to punish me no 
farther than with the loss of mine eyes; that I had 
fied from justice, a^nd if I did not return in two 
hours, I should be deprived of my title\of nardac; 
and declared a frAilor." The envoy farth^ «dded, 
** that in order to maintain the peace and amity be- 
tween both empires, his master expected, that his 
brother of Blefuscu, would give orders to have me 
sent back to Lilliput, bound hlmd and foot, to be 
punished as a traitor." 

' The emperor of Blefuscu, having taken three days 
to consult, returned an answer consisting of many 
civilities and excuses. He said, ^' that, as £3r send- 
ing me bound, his brother knew it was impossible; 
that although I had deprived him of his fleet, yet he 
owed great obligations to me, for many good of^ 
ficed I had done him, in making the peace. That 
however both ^their majesties would soon be made 
easy ; -for I had found a prodigious vessel on the 
shore, able to carry me on the sea, which he had 
given orders to fit up, with my own assistance and 
direction ; and he hoped, in a few weeks, both em- 
pires would be freed from so insupportable an in- 
cumbrance." 

With tlvis answer the envoy returned to lilliput, 
and the monarch of BJefuscu relate to me a^l.that 



had pasti olfering me at the same time (but ui>dep 
the stricteeit coii^ence) his gracious protection, if 
I would continue in his service : whereini although 
I believed him sincere, yet I resolved never more to 
put any confidence in princes or ministers, where 
I could possibly avoid it ; and therefore, with all 
due ackuowledgements for his favourable intentions, 
I humbly begged to be e^ccused. I told him <^ that 
since fortune whether good or evil, had thrown a 
▼cssel in my way, I v^as resolved; to venture myself 
on the ocean, rather than be an occasion of differ* 
tnce between, two such mighty monarchs.^ Neither 
did I find the emperor at all displeased ; and I dis« 
covered by a certain accident^ that he was very gtad 
of my resolutioQ, aod so were most of his mini* 
aters. 

These considerations moved me to hasten my de- 
parture^ somewhat sooner than I intended; to 
which the court, impatient to have me gone, very 
readily contributed* Five hundred workmen were 
empk>yied to make two sails to my boat, according 
to my directions, by quilting thirteen folds of their 
^•trdngest Uoea toge^er. I was at the pains of 
making ropes and cables, by twisting ten, twenty, or 
thirty of ^e thickest and ' strongest of theirs. A 
great stone^that I happened to find, after along 
eearch by .the sea shore, served me for an anchor* 
I had the tallow of three hundred cows, for greasing 
my boat, and other uses. I was at incredible pains 
kk catting down some of the largest timV>er-trees» 
for oars and masts, wherein I was however much 
assisted by his majesty's ship-carpenters, who helped 
toe ia smoothing them, . after I had done the rough 
work. 

JaiEfebout a month, when aU was prepared, I sent 
to receive his majesty's commands, and to take. my 
leav^.' J The: emperor and royfetl family came out of 
tbejpalaiK»; I lay down ob my fm^e, to kiss hii& h^n^ 
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which "be very graciously gave me: so did the em* 
press and young princes of the blood. His majesty 
presented me with fifty purses of two hundred 9prug$ 
apiece, together with his picture at fiiU' length, 
which I put immediately into one of my gloves, to 
keep it from being hurt. ' Tlie ceremonies, at my 
departure were too many to trouble the reader with 
at this time. 

I stored th^ boat with the carcases of a hundred 
oxen, and three hundred sheep, with bread and 
drink proportionable, and as much meat ready 
dressed, as four hundred cooks could provide, i 
took with me six cows and two bulk alive, with as 
many ewes and rams, intending to carry them into 
my own country, and propagate the breed. And 
to feed them on board, I had a good bundle of hay; 
and a bag of corn. I would gladly have taken a 
dozen of the natives, but this was a thin^ the em^ 
peror would by no means permit ; and, besides a di<- 
ligent search into my pockets, his majesty engage^ 
my honour ** not to carry away any of his subjects, 
although with their own consent and desire.'^ 

Having thus prepared all things as well as I was 
able, I set sail on the twenty-fourth day of Sq>tem>- 
ber 1701, at six in the morning; and when i had 
gone about four leagues to the northward^ the wind 
being at southeast, at six in the evening, I descried 
a small island, about half a league to the north- 
west. I advanced forward, and cast anchor on tb^ 
lee-side of the island, which seemed to be tuiiir* 
habited.. I then took some refreshment, and went 
to my rest. I slept well, and as I conjecture at least 
six hours, for I found the day broke in two hoars 
after I awaked. It was a clear night. I eat my 
breakfast be&>re the- sun was up; and "heaving- aa* 
chor, the wind being favourable, I steered the same 
citujve.tiiat I had donetheHiay beforej wherein I was 
^ected by my poeket eossj^s. My iateotioo wis 



84 gulliter's travels: part i. 

to reach, if possible, one of those islands which I had 
reason to believe lay to the north-east of Van JDie- 
men's land. I discovered nothing all that day ; but 
upon the next, about three in the afternoon, when 
I had by my computation made twenty-four leagues 
from Blefuscu, I descried a sail steering to t^e south* 
east ; my course was due east. I hailed her, but 
could get no answer; yet I found I gained upon her, 
for the wind slackened. I made all the sail I could, 
and in half an hour she spied me, then hung out 
lier ancient, and discharged a gun. It is not easy 
to express the joy I was in, upon the unexpected 
hope of once more seeing my beloved country, and 
the dear pledges I left in it. The ship slackened 
her sails, and I came up with her between tive and 
six in the evening, September 26 ; but my heart 
leapt within me to see her English colours. I pul: 
-my cows and. sheep into my coat-pockets, and got 
on board with all my little cargo of provisions. The 
:vesse1 was an English merchantman, returning from 
Japan by the North and South seas; tlie captain 
Mr. John Biddel of Deptford, a very civil man, and 
:an excellent sailop. We w^re now in the latitude 
of 30 degrees south, tliere were about fifty men in 
the ship ; and here I met an old comrade of mine, 
one Peter Williams, who gave me a good character 
to the captain. This gentleman treated me with 
lunduess, and desired I would let him know what 
•place I came from last, and whither I was bound; 
-which I did in a few words, but. he thought I was 
raving, and that the dangers I had"^ underwent had 
. disturbed my head ; whereupon I took my black 
cattle and sheep out of my pocket, which, after 
' great astonishment, clearly convinced him of my 
-veracity. I then- showed him the gold given me by 
*". ■ . • 

' • < I had underwent,* it not SngUth; it rtioold Yimt beta 
cl 2 bad nndorsooei! or« < I imderwii^' S. 
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tke emperor of Blefuscu, together with his majest/s 
|>icture at fall leugth, 'atid some other rarities of 
that country. I gaVe him ttro purses of two huu* 
dred sprugs each, apd promised when we arrived in 
England, to make him a present of a cow and a 
sb^ep big with young. 

I shall not trouble the reader with a particular 
account of this voyage, which was very prosperous 
for the most part. We arrived in the Downs on 
the 13th of April 1702. I had only one misfortune, 
that the rats on board carried away one of my 
<he^ ; I ^und her bones in a hole, picked clean 
from the flesh. The rest of my cattle I got sale 
ash(H(;e, and set them a grazing in a bowling-green 
at Gr^nwich, where the fineness of the grass made 
them teed very heartily, though I h/id always feared 
the contrary: neither could I possibly have pre- 
served them in so long a. voyage, if the captain had 
ab't allowed me aome of his best biscuit, which rub- 
bed to powder, and mingled with water, was their 
constant food. The sliort time I continued in Eng- 
land, I made a considerable profit by showing my 
cattle to many persons of quality and others :_and 
before I began ihy second voyage, I sold them for 
six hundred pounds. Since my last return I find 
the breed is considerably increased, especially the 
tyheep, which I hoi)e will prove much to the advan- 
tage of the woollen manufacture, by the fineness of 
the fleeces. 

I stayed but two months with my wife and family; 
for my insatiable desire of seeing foreign countries, 
would suffer me to continue no longer. I left fifteen 
hundred pounds with my wife, and fixed her in a 
good house at Redriff. My remaining stock I car- 
ried with me, part in money and part in ^oods, in 
hopes to improve my fortunes. My eldest uncle 
John had left me an estate in land, near Epping, of 
about thirty pounds a year ; and I had a long lease 
vol.. IX. 1 d- 
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of the Black Bull in Fetter-Lane» which yielded me 
as much more; so that I ivts not in any danger of 
leaving my family upon the .parish. . My son Johnny, 
named so after his uncle, was at the^grammar-schqcd* 
and a towardly child. My daughter Betty* (who. i^ 
now well married, and has children) wasihen athec 
needle-work. I took leave of my w^fe, and hoy and 
girl, with tears on both s^des, ^nd •wenMn boaril 
the Adventure: a merchant-ship of ttiree; hiipdred 
tons boimd for Surat, captain John Nichplas of lAr 
verpool commander. But my account qf this Toy^ 
age must be referred tp the second- part of mj 
travel*, ■ .' ' ^ i 
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^ ORBAT STORM PESCRIBED, TH^ £OVG«^BOAt 

' SZ^T TO V.KTCU -WATZRy THE AIJTHOR GOES 

WITjEHTTO discover the COUNTRY; HE X^ 

\ XEFT ON SHORE, 141 SEIZED ET ONE €^ THE 

. MATIVES, AKD CARlUBD TO A FARMER'S 

BOUSE. HIS RECEPTION, WITH SETSR^L ACf 

CIDENTS THAT HAPPENED THE&i. A Dl^ 

SCRIPTION OF;TBS INAABII'ANTS* 

J^ATiNG been eond^inneid, by n^ureaod fortviM^ 
to active and restless life^ in twO'lnonth^ aftcir mf 
return, I again left my native couhtrj^ and ;tj00lt 
siupping in tke Do^^mson the 20th day* c^ Joiia 
IfOii^ in the Adventure, captAi lohn Kicbolas, ^ 
Cornish man, comman(^r, bound for ^iifttt; We 
had a very prosperous gale, till we arrived at the 
Cape of Good Hope^ where we landed for fr€^ 
water ; but discovering a leak, .we unshipped our 
^ods, and wintered there ; for^ the captaih (inlling 
* sipk of an ague, we could not leave the Ca^pe till 
tiae'.end of March. We then set sail, and Imda 
good voyage till we passed the Straits of M^af 
gascar; but having got northward 6f that island^ 
and to about five degrees south latitude, the winds^ 
which in those seas are observed to blow a conA 
stant equal gale between the North and West».fcDm 
12 -^'-^^^.^--^^- 
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the beginning of December to the beginning of 
May, on the l^th of April began to blow with 
tnudh greater violence, and more Westerly than 
usual, continuing so for twenty days together: 
during which time, we were driven a little to the 
£ast of the Molucca islands, and about three de- 
grees Northward of the line, as our captain found 
by an obs^fva&oiv he took the 2d of May, at which 
time the wind ceased, and it was a perfect calm, 
whereat I was not a little rejoiced. But he, being 
a man well experienced in the navigation of those 
•eas, bid us all prepare against a storm, which ac- 
<*ordiiigly ba|ipened the day following: for the 
southern wind^ called the southern monsoon, ' be- 
gan to set in. 

. Finding it was likely to overblowj we took in our 
iprit-'sail, and stood by to hand the fore-sail ; but, 
making foul weather, we looked the guns were all 
fast, and. handed the mizen. The ship lay very 
broad off, so we thought it better spooning before 
the sea, than trying or hulling. Wje repfed the 
fere-sail and set him, and hauled aft the fore-sheet; 
the helm was hard a weather. The ship wore 
bravely. We belayed the fore down-»haul ; but the 
•ail was split, and we hauled down the yard, and 
got the sail into the ship, and unbound all the 
things .clear of it. It was a very fierce storm ; the 
sea broke strange and dangerous. We hauled off 
jipon the laniard of the whip-staff, and helped the 
man at the helm. We would not get down our 
top-mast, but let all stand, because she scudded 
before the sea very well, and we knew that the top- 
mast being aloft the ship was the wholesomer, and 
tnade better way through the sea, seeing we had 
jsearroom. When the storm was over, we set fore- 
;ual and maiursail, ahd brought the diip to. Then 
^*L set the mizen, main-top^sail, and the fore-top- 
tail. .. Our course vm^ east-nonh-east, the wind w^ 
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alt south-west, We:gpt the starboard tacks aboard, 
-we cast off mir. weather braces and lifts ; we set ia 
the lee-braces» and hauled forward by the weather* 
bowlings, and hauled them tight, and belayed tfaeid, 
and' hauled over the mizen-tack to windward, and 
kept her full and by as near as she would lie. 

During this storm^ which was followed by a 
strong wind West-SouthrWest, we were carried, by 
my computation, about five hundred leagues to the 
East, so tiiat the oldest sailor on board could not 
tell in what part of the world we were. Our pro* 
visions held out well, our ship was staunch, and 
our crew all in good health ; but we lay in the ut- 
most distress for water.. We thought it best to 
hold on the same course, rather. than turn more 
Northerly which might have brought us to the 
North-^vest part of Great Tartary, and into the 
Frozen Sea. 

On the ilSth day of June, 1 703, a boy on the 
lop-maSt discovered land. On the 17 th, we came 
in full view of a great island, or continent, (for we 
knew not whether) on the South side whereof was 
a sma^l neck of land jutting out into the sea, and a 
creek too shallow to hold a ship of above one hun* 
dred tons. We cast anchpr within a league of this 
creek, and our captain sent a dozen of his men 
m'ell armed in the loi>g-boat, with vessels for water, 
i£ any cyuld be found, i desired his leave to go 
with them, 'that Z might see the country, and make 
what discoveries I could. When we came to land*, 
^e saw no river or spring, nor any sign of inhabi- 
tants. ^Oiir men therefore wandered on the shors 
to find out some fresh water near the sea, and I 
'walked alone about a mile on the other side, where 
I observed the country all barren and rooky. I 
fcow began to be weary, and seeing nothing to en* 
tertain my curiosity, I returned gently down to- 
wards the creek ; and the sea being full in my viewv 
I 3 ^"^'^^^" ^^^ 
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I taw our men already got into the boat, atid row* 
ing for life to the ship. I was going to holla after 
them, although it bad boen to little purpose, when 
I observed a huge creature walking after them in 
the sea, as fast as he could : he waded not much 
deeper than hia knees, and took prodigious strides : 
but our men had the start of him half a league, and, 
the sea tliereabouts being full of sharp-pointed 
rocks, the monster was not able, to overtake the 
boat. This I was afterwards told, for I durst not 
fttay to see the issue of the adventure ; but ran as 
fast as I could the way I first went, and then 
climbed up a steep hill, which gave me some pros* 
pect of the country. I found it folly cultivated ; 
but that which first surprised me was the length of 
the grass, which, in those grounds that seemed to 
be kept for hay, was about twenty feet high. 

I fell into a high road, for so I took it to be, 
though it served to the inhabitants Only as a foot- 
path through a field of barley. Here I walked on 
for some time, but could see little on either side, 
it being now near harvest, and the corn rising at 
least forty feet. I was an hour walking to the end 
of this field, which was fenced in with a hedge of 
at least otie hundred and twenty feet high, and the 
trees so lofty that I could make no computation of 
their altitude. There was a stile to pass from this 
field into tbe next. It had four steps, and a stone 
to cross over when you come to the uppefmost. It 
was impossible for me to climb this stile, because, 
every step was • six feet high, and the upper stone 
about twenty. I was endeavouring to find some 
gap in the hedge, wh^n I discovered one of the in<^ 
habitants in the next field, advancing towards the 
stile, of the same, size with him whom I saw in the 
sea pursuing our boat. He appeared as tall as an 
ordinary spire-steeple, and took about ten yards at 
every stride, as near as I could guess. I was struck 
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"with'the utmost fear and astonishment, and ran to 
hide myself in the corn, whence I saw him at the 
top of the stile looking back itito the next 6eld on 
the right hand, and heard him call in a voice many 
degrees louder than a speaking-trumpet ; but the 
jsoise was so high in the air, that at first I certainly 
thought it was thunder. Whereupon seven mon- 
sters, like himself, came towards him with reaping 
books in theii: hands, each hook about the large- 
ness of six scythes. These people were not so well 
clad as the first, whose servants or labourers they 
seemed to be ; for, upon some words he spoke, 
tbey went to reap the corn in the' field where I lay. 
I kept from them at as great a distance as I could, 
but was forced to move with extreme difficulty, for 
the stalks of the com were sometimes not above 
a ioot distant, so that I could hardly squeeze my 
body betwixt them. However I made a shift to go 
ibrward, till I came to a part of the field, where the 
corn had been laid by the rain and wind. Here it 
vas impossible for me to advance a step ; for the 
stalks were so interwoven, that I could not creep 
througby and the beards of the fallen ears so strong 
mad pointed, that they pierced through my clothes 
into my fiesh« At the same time I heard the reap? 
-ers not above a hundred yards behind me. Being 
quite dispirited with toil, and wholly overcome by 
grief and despair, I lay down betw^n two ridges, 
amd heartily wished I might there end my days, I 
bemoaned my desolate widow, and fatherless chil- 
dren. I lamented my own folly and wilfulness, iu 
aitempting a second voyage, against the advice of 
all my friends and relations. In this terrible agi« 
tation of mind, I could not forbear thinking of LiUi* 
put, whose inhabitants looked upon me as th^ 
greatest prodigy that 6ver appeared in the world ; 
uiiere I was able to draw an imperial flept in niy 
hand) and perform tlu)8e otlier ac^i(^n.<3^which,.will 
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be recorded for ever in the chronicles of tfiat em^ 
pire, while posterity shall hardly believe them, al- 
though attested by millions. I reflected what 4 
mortification it must prove to me, to appear as in^- 
considerable in 'this nation, as one single Lilliputiaii 
would be among us. But this I conceived was t<:i 
be the least of my misfortunes ; for, as human crea- 
tures are observed to be more savage and cruel in 
proportion to their bulk, what could I expect but 
to be a morsel in the mouth of the first among 
these enormous barbarians that should happen td 
seize me? Undoubtedly philosopliers ate in the 
right, when they tell us that nothing is great or 
little, otherwise than •by comparison. It might 
hav(> pleased fortune to have let the Lilliputians 
find some nation, where the people were as dimi*- 
tiutive with respect to them, as they were to me* 
And who" knows but tliat even this prodigious race 
of mortals, might be equally overmatched in some 
distant part of the world, whereof we have yet n<l 
discovery. 

Scared and confounded as I was, I could not for- 
bear going on with these reflections, when one of 
the reapers, approaching within ten yards of the 
ridge where I lay, made me apprehend, that with 
the next step I should be squashed *to death undet 
his foot, or cut in two with his reaping-hook. And 
therefore, when he was again about to move, I 
screamed as loud as fear could make me. Wliere- 
upon the huge creature trode short, and, looking 
round about under him for some time, at last espied 
me as I lay on the ground. He considered a while, 
with the caution of one who endeavours to lay hold 
on a small dangerous animal, in such a manner^ 
that it shall not be able either to scratch or to bite 
him, as I myself have sometimes done with a weasel 
in England. At length he ventured to take me be- 
hind) by the middle, between his fore-finger and 
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ibamhf and brought me within three yards of his 
eyes, that he might behold my shape more perfect* 
ly. I guessed his meaning, and my good fortune 
gave me so much presence of mind, that I resolved 
not to struggle in the least as he held me in the 
air above sixty feet from the ground, although he 
grievously pinched my sides, for fear 1 should slip 
through his fingers. All I ventured was to raise 
mine eyes toward the sun, ,and place my hands to- 
gether in a supplicating posture, and to speak some 
words in an humble melancholy tone, suitable to 
the condition I then was , in : for I apprehended 
every moment that he would dash me against the 
ground, as we usually do any little hateful animal, 
which we have a mind to destroy *. But my good 
star would have it, that he appeared pleased vi^th 
my voice and gestures, and began to look upon me 
as a curiosity, much wondering to hear me pro^ 
nounce articulate words, although he could not 
understand them. In the mean time I was not 
able to forbear groaning and shedding tears, and . 
turning my head towards my sides ; letting him 
know, as well as I could, how cruelly I was hurt by 
the pressure of his thumb and fingen He seemed 
to apprehend my meaning ; for, lifting up the lappet 
of his coat, be put me gently into it, and immedi«- 
ately ran along with me to his master, who wag a 
substantial farmer, and the same person I had first 
seen in the field. 

The farmer having (as I suppose by their talk) 
ifeceived such an account of me as his servant 

* Our inattention to the felicity of sensitive beings, merely 
because the) are small, is iiere forcibly reproved: many have 
.wantonly crustied an insect, who would shudder at cutting the 
throat of a dog $ but it should always be remembered, that th^ 
least of tbefe 

** In mortal sufferance feels a pang as- great 

" As when » giant dies/' GoJffle 



9* GULLIVEK** TRAVELS^ TART It, 

could give him, took apitfce of a small straw, aboiit 
the size of a walking staff, and thenewith lifted up 
the lappets of my i:oat ; which it seems he thouirtjit 
to be some kind of covering that iiatui e had given 
me. He blew my hairs aside to taJve a better vie^w 
of my face. He called bis hinds about him, and 
asked them, as I afterwai-ds learned, " Whetlier 
they had ever seen in the fields any little .creature 
that resembled me ?" He then placed me softly .on 
the ground upon all four, but I got immediately up, 
and walked slowly backward and forward, to let 
those people see I had no intent to run awajc. 
They all sat down in a circle about me, the better 
to observe my motions. I pulled off my hat, an4 
made a low bow towards the fanner. I fell on mj 
kn^s, and lifted up my hands and^ eyes, and spoke 
several wprds as k>ud as I could : 1 took a parse 
ef gold out of my pocket, and humbly presented it 
to him. He received it on the palm of his hand, 
then appUed it close to Ids eye to see what it was, 
and afterwards turned it several times \vith the 
point of a pin (which he took out of his sleeve) but 
could make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a 
sign that he should place his hand on the ground. 
I then took tlie purse, and opening it, poured ail 
the gold into his palm. There were six Spanish 
pieces of four pistoles each, beside twenty or thir^ 
smaller coins. I saw him wet the tip of his little 
finger upon his tongue, and take up one of my 
largest pieces, and then another ; but he seemed to 
be wholly ignorant what they were* He made me a 
sign to put them again into my purse, and the 
purse again into my pocket, which, after ofieriog it 
to him several times, I thought it best to do. 

The farmer, by this time, was convinced I must 
be a rational creature. He spoke often to me; but 
tlie sound of his voice pierced my^ ears like that of 
a water-mill, yet his words were articulate enough. 
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I answered as loud as I could hi several languages, 
and he often laid liis ear within two yards of me ; 
bitt ail in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible to 
each oti^r. He then sent his servants to their 
work, and taking his handkerchief out ol his poc- 
ket» he doubled and spread it on his left hand, 
wiiicb he placed flat on the ground with the palm 
iqiward^ making me a sign %o step into it, as I could 
, easily do, for it was not above a foot in thickness. 
I tbought it my part to 'obey, and, for fear of fall- 
ing, laid myself at full length upon the handker^ 
<iue£, with the remamder of which he lapped me 
up to the head for farther security, and in this man-* 
ner carried me home to his house. There he called 
his wife, and showed me to her; but she screamed 
and ran back, a8> women in England do at the sight 
of ai;oad or a spider. However, when she had a 
while. seen my behaviour, and howM^ell I observed 
the signs her .husband made, she was soon recon-> 
dledf and hy degrees grew extremely tender of 
me. 

It was about twelve at noon, and a servant 
brought in dinner. It was only one substantial dish 
of meat, (&i for tlie plain pondition of a husband** 
man) in a dish .of about four and twenty feet dia^ 
meter. The company were the fanner and his , 
wife, three children, and an old grandmother; 
"When tliey.were sat down, the farmer placed me at 
some distance from him on the table, which wa« 
thirty feet high from the floor. I was in a terrible 
frightv and kept as far as I could from the edge for 
fear of. falling. The wife minced a bit of meat, 
then crumbled some bread on a trenclier, and 
placed it before me. I made her a low bow, took 
out my knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave 
them exceeding delight. The mistress sent her 
maid for a smaJl dram-cup, which held about two 
gallons, and Jiled it with diiuk ; I took up.the.ves* 



96 Gulliver's travels : fart iu 
sel with murh difficulty in both hands, and in s| 
most respectful manner drank to her ladyship'^ 
health, expressing the words as loud as I could ia 
English, which made the company laugh so hearti« 
ly, that I was almost deafened with th« noise* 
This liquor tasted like a small cyder, and was not 
unpleasant Then the master made me a sign to 
come to his trencher side ; but as I walked on the 
table, being in great surprise all the time, as tiio 
indulgent reader will easily conceive and excuse, I 
happened to stumble against a crust, and fell flat 
on my face, but received no hurt. I got up imme* 
ately, and observing the good people to be in much 
concern, I took my hat (which I held under my 
arm out of good manners) and waving it over my 
head, made three huzzas, to show I had got no mis- 
chief by my fall. But advancing forward towards 
my master (as I sliall henceforth call him) his 
youngest son who sat next him, an arch boy of 
about ten years old, took me up by tlie.legs, and 
held me so high in the air, that I trembled every 
limb : but his father snatched me from liim, and at 
^e same time gave him such a box on the left ear, 
as would have felled a European troop of horse to 
the earth, ordering him to be taken from the table* 
But being afraid the boy might owe me a spite, and 
well remembering how mischievous all children 
among us naturally are to sparrows, rabbits, young 
kittens, and puppy-dogs, I fell on my knees, alid 
pointii]^ to the b€)v, made my master to under- 
stand, as well as I could, that I desired his son 
might be pardoned. The father complied, and the 
lad took his seat again^ whereupon I went to him 
and kissed his hand, which my master took, and 
made him stroke me gently with it 

In the midst of dinner, my mistress's favourite 
•at leaped into her lap. I heard a noise behind 
jne like that of a dQ2en stocking-weavers at work j 
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knd turning my head, I found it proceeded from 
the purring of that auima!, who seemed to he three 
times larger than an ox, as I computed by the view 
of her head, and one of her paws, while her mis* 
tress was feeding and stroking hen The fierceness 
of this creature's countenance altogether discom* 
posed me ; though I stood at the £surther end of the 
table above fifty feet off; and although my mistress^ 
held her fast, far fear she might give a springs and 
seize me in her talons. But it happened there was 
no danger ; for the cat took not the least notice of 
tne, when my master placed me within three yards 
of her. And as I have been always told, and found 
true by experience in my travels, that flying or dis- 
covering fear before a fierce animal, is a certain 
way to make it pursue or attack you, so I resolved, 
in this dangerous juncture, to show no manner of 
concern. I walked with intrepidity five or 'six 
times before the very head of the cat, and came 
within half a yard of her ; whereupon she drew her- 
self back, as if she were more afraid of me. I had 
less apprehension concerning the dogs, whereof 
three or four came into the room, as it is usual in 
farmers' houses ; one of which was a mastiff equal 
in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound, some- 
what taller than the mastiff, but not so large. 

When dinner was almost done, tlie nurse came 
in with- Ik child of a year old in her arms, who im- 
mediately spied me, and began a squall, that you 
might have heard from London-Bridge to Chelsea, 
Mfterihe usual oratory of infants to get me for a 
play-thing. The moUier, out of pure indulgeocey 
took me up, and put me towards the child, who 
presently seised me by the middle, and got my 
head into his mouth, where I roared so loud diat 
the urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I 
ahoold iafellibly have broke my neck, if die moth^ 
liad not Jield her apron under me* The vMm, t« 

vol; IX, K - ** d- 
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quiet her babe, made use of a rattle, which was "a 
kind of hollow vessel filled with great stones, and 
fastened by a cable to the child's waist : but all in 
vain,, so that she \^a& forced to apply the last re- 
medy by giving it suck^ I must confess no object 
ever disgusted me so much as the sight of her 
monstrous breast, which I cannot tell what ta 
compare with, so as to give the curious reader an 
idea of its bulk, shape, and colour. It stood pro- 
minent six feet, and could not be less than sixteen 
in circumference. The nipple was about half the 
bigness of my head, and the hue both of that and 
the dug, so varied with spots, pimples, and freckles, 
that nothing could appear more nauseous: for I 
had a near sight of her, she sitting down the more 
conveniently to give suck, and I standing on the 
table. This made me reflect upon the fair skins of 
our English ladies, who appear so beautiful to us, 
only because they are of our own size, and their 
defects not to be seen but through a magnifying glass ;- 
where we find by experiment, that &e smoothest 
and whitest skins look rough, and coarse, and ill- 
coloured. 

I remember, when I was at Lilliput, the com- 
plexions of those diminutive people appeared to me 
the fairest in the world; and talking upon this sub<r 
ject with a person of learning there, who was an in- 
timate friend of mine, he said that my face appear^ 
ed much £urer and smoother when he looked on 
me from the ground, than it did upon a nearer 
'view when I took him up in my haiid, and brought 
bim' close, which he confessed was at first a very 
shocking sight. He said, ^^ he could discover great 
holes in my skin ; that the stumps of my beard 
wete ten tknes stronger than the bristles of a boar^ 
and my complexioB. made up of several cdlours al- 
together (Msagreeable :^^ althoiig^ I must beg le»re 
lb 8^ iur aiysel^ that I am. as bk as mostof my 
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^ex and country, and very little sun-burnt by all 
my travels. On the other side, discoursing of the 
ladies in that emperor's court, he used to teil me, 
*^ one had freckles, another too mde a mouth, a 
third too large a nose ;" nothing of which I was 
able to distinguish. I conf^, this reflection was 
obvious enough ; which, however, I could not for- 
bear, lest the reader might think those vast crea- 
tures were actually deformed : for 1 must do them 
the justice to say, they are a comely race of peo- 
ple ; and particularly the features of my master's 
countenance, althpugh he were but a farmer, whto 
I beheld him from the height of sixty feet, appeared 
very well proportioned. 

When dinner was done, my master went out to 
his labourers, and, as I could discover by bis voice 
and gesture, gave his wife a strict chargl^ to take 
care of me. I was very much tired, aud disposed 
to sleep, which my mistress perceiving, she put me 
on her own bed, and covered me with a clean 
white handkerchief, but larger and coarser than the 
itoain-sail of a man of war. 

I slept about two liours, and dreamt I was at 
home with my wife and children, which aggravated 
my sorrows when I awaked*, and found myself 
alone in a vast room, between two and thre^ hun- 
dred feet wide, and above two hundred high, lying 
in a bed twenty yards wide. My mistress was gone 
about her houshold aflfairs, and had locked me in. 
The bed was eight yards from the floor. Some nar 
tural necessities required me to get down ; I durst 
not presume to call, and if I had, it would have 
been in vain, with such a voice as mine, at so great 
a distance as from the room where I lay, to the 

• This ought to have.bcen * awoke/ the preterit of the 
verb neuter, not ** awaked," the prel. of the verb active. S. 
K 2 
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kitchen where the family kept\ While I was under 
these circumstances^ two rats crept up the curtains, 
and ran smelling backwards and forwards op, the 
bed. One of them came up almost to my face, 
whereupon I rose in a fright, and drew out my 
hanger to defend myself. These horrible animals 
had the boldness to attack me on both sides, and 
^ne of them held his fore-feet at my collar ; but I 
^ad the good fortune to rip up his belly, before he 
could do me any mischief. He fell down at my 
feet, and the other seeing the fate of his comrade 
.ibade his escape, but not without one good wound 
>on the back, which I gave him as he Hed, and made 
the blood run trickling from him. After this ex^ 
^ploit) I walked gently to and fro on the bed, to re- 
cover my breath, and" loss of spirits. Hiese crea- 
tures wvre of the size of a large mastiff, but in- 
finitely more nimble and fierce ; so that if I had 
taken oif my belt before I went to sleep, I must 
liave infallibly been torn to pieces and devoured. 
I measured the tail of the dead rat, and found if to 
be two yards long, wanting an inch ; but it went 
agaihftt my stomach to drag the earcass off the bed, 
where it lay still bleeding ; I observed it had yet 
some life, but with a strong slash cross the neck, I 
thoroughly dispatched it. 

Soon after my mistress came into >the room, who 
seeing me all bloody, ran and took me up in her 
.hand. I pointed to the dead rat, smiling, and 
making, other signs to show I was not hurt; whereat 
ehe was extremely rejoiced, calling tlie maid to 
take up the dead rat with a pair of tongs, and 
.throw it out of the window* Then she set me on a 
table, where I showed her my hanger all bloody, 
and wiping it on the lappet of my coat, returned it 

• This ]» » l^is^Qstustim proviocialism^* Kf . 

. J, ,... uy Google . 
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tm the scabbard. I was pressed to do more than 
one thing which another could not do for me, and 
therefore endeavoured, to make my mistress un* 
derstaiid, |hat I desired to b^ set down on the 
Aoor; which after she had done, my bashfulneds 
would not suffer me to express myself farther, than 
by poit^ing to the door, and bowing several times. 
The good woman, with muck difficulty, at last 
perceived what I would be at, and taking me up 
again in hei' hand, walked into the garden, where 
she set me down. I went on one side abemt tw6 
hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to look 
or to follow me, I hid myself between two* leaves 
of sorrely and there discharged the necessities of 
nature. 

I hope the gentle reader will excuse me for dwell- 
ing on these and the like particulars, whidi how- 
ever insignificant they may appear to grovelling 
vulgar minds, yet will certainly help a philosopher 
to enlarge his thoughts and imagination, and ap* 
. ply them to the benefit of publick as well as private 
life, which was my sole design in presenting this^ 
. and other accounts of my travels, to the world : 
wherein I have been chiefly studious of truth, 
withoijt affecting any ornaments of learning or of 
style. But the whole scene of this voyage, mado 
80 strong an impression on my mind, and is so 
deeply Med in my memory, that in committing it 
to paper, I did not omit one material circumstance: 
however, upon a strict review, I blotted out ae* 
veral passages of less moment which were in my 
first copy, for fear of being censured as tedious 
and trifling, whereof travellers are often, perhaps 
not without justice, accused. 
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A DE5CRIPTL0K OF THB FARMBR^S DAVGHTSR. 
THE AUTHOR CARRIED TO A MARKET-TOWN, 
AND THEN TO THE METROPOLIS. THE PAR- 
TICULARS OF HIS JOURNEY. 

]V1t mistress had a 4au^ter of nine years old> a 
child of towardljf parte for lier age, very dexterous 
at her needle, and skilful in dressing her bahy. 
Her mother and she contrived to fit up the baby's 
cradle for me agiainst night : the cradle was put m- 
to a sitaall drawer of a cabinet, and the drawer 
placed upon a hanging shelf for f«ar of the rats. 
This was my bed all the time I staid with tliose 
pe<^le, though made more convenient by degrees, 
as I began to learn their language, and make my 
.wants known. This young girl was so handy, that 
,,after I liadonce or twice pulled off my clothes be- 
fore her, she was able to dress and undress me, 
though I never gave her that trouble when she 
would let me do either myself. She made me seven 
shirts, and some other Unen, of as fine cloth as 
.could be got, which indeed was coarser than sack- 
,cloth; and these she constantly washed for me 
with her own hands. She was likewise my school- 
mistress to teach me the language; when I pointed 
Ito any thing, she ,told me the name of it in her 
^own tongue, so tliat in a few days I was able to 
,kall for whatever I had a mind to. She was very 
^odruatured, and not above forty feet high, being 
little for her age. Sh^ gave me the name of Gril- 
drig, which the family took up, and afterwards the 
whole kingdom. The word imports, what the La- 
tins call nanunculiMf the Italians homunceletion^ and 
the English mamikiru, To her I cbiefiy owe my pre- 
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^servatioa in that country : wq never parted wbile I 
was there ; I called her my Glumdalclilch^ or li:tle 
nurse ; and should be guilty of great ingratitudCt if 
} omitted this honourable mention of her care and 
affection towards me, which I heartily wish it lay 

*in my power to requite as she deserves, instead of 

. being the innocent, but unhappy instrument of her 
dbgrace, as I have too much reason to. fear. 

It now began to be known and talked of in the 

• neighbourhood, that my master had found a strange 
animal in the field, about the bigness of a splac^ 
nuckf but exactly shaped in every part like a hu- 
man creature; which it likewise imitated in all its 

. actions ; seemed to speak in a little language of its 

«own, had akeady learned several words of theirs» 
went erect upon two legs,- was tame and gentle, 
would come when it was called, do whatever it was 
bid, had the finest limbs in the world, and a com-* 

. plexion fairer than a nobleman's daughter of three 
years old. Another farmer, who lived hard by, 
and was a particular friend of my master, came on 
a visit on purpose to~ inquire into the truth of this 
story. I was immediately produced, and placed 
upon a table, where I walked as I was commanded, 
drew my haQger, put it i^ p again, made my reve- 
rence to my master's guest, asked him in his own 
language how he did, and told him he was welcome^ 

just as my little nurse had instructed me. This 
man. who was old and dim-sighted, put on his spec- 
tacles to behold me better, at which I could not 
forbear laughing very heartily, for his eyes appeared 
like the full moon sliining into a chamber at two 
windows. Our people, wno discovered the cause 

.of my mirth, bore me company in laughing, at 
which the old fellow was fool enough to be angry 
and out of countenaneei He had the character of 

. a great miser; and, to my misfortune, he well de- 
served it, by the cursed advice he gave my masteri 
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to show me as a sight upon a market-day in tbe 
next town, which was half an hour's riding, eboiit 
two and twenty miles from our house. I guessed 
there was some mischief Contriving, when I ob- 
served my master and' his friend ^iiiispering long 
together, sometimes pointing at me; and my fears 
made me iuncy that I overheard and understood 
some of their words. But the next morning Glunl- 
dalchtch, my little nurse, told me the whole mat* 
ter, which she had cunningly picked out from her 
mother. The poor girl laid me on lier bosom, 
and fell a weeping with shame and grief. She ap- 
prehended some mischief would happen to me 
from rude vulgar folks, who might squeeze me 1x> 
death, or break one of my liriibs'^by taking nrn 
in their hands. She had also observed h6w mo- 
dest I was in my nature, how nicely I rq;arded 

. my Iiononr, and what an indignity I should con- 
ceive it, to be exposed for money as a publJcfc spec- 
tacle, to the meanest of the people. She said, her 
papa and mamma had promised that Grildrig should 
be hers, but now she found they meant to serve 
her as they did last year, when they pretended to 
give her a lamb, and yet, as soon as it was fat, 

' sold it to a butcher. For my own part, I may 
truly affirm, that I was less concerned than my 
nurse. I had a strong hope, which never left me, 
that I should one day recover my liberty ; and as 
to the ignominy of being carried about for a mon- 
ster, I considered myself to be a perfect stranger 
in the country, and that such a misfortune could 
never be charged upon me as a reproach, if ev^rl 
should return to England ; since the king of Oreat 
Britain himself, in my condition, must have uif- 
dergone the same distress. 

My master, pursuant to the advice of his friend, 
carried me in a box the next market-day to tl»e 
'«eig)ibouring town, and took atong with^ iiim ^ife 



A VOTAGB TO BROBDINOKAOt 105 

little daughter, my nurse, upon a pillion behind 
him. The box was close on every side, with a lit- 
, tie door for me lo go in and out, and a few gimlet- 
holes to let in air. The girl had been so careful as 
to put the quilt of her baby's bed into it, for me 
to lie down on. However, I was terribly shaken 
and discomposed in this journey^ though \t * were 
but of half an hour. For the horse went about 
forty feet at every step, and trotted so high, that 
the agitation was equal to the rising and fallmg of 
a ship in a great storm> but much more frequent* 
Our journey was somewhat fisirther than from Lon- 
^ don to St. Alban's. My master alighted at an ino 
which be used to frequent; and after consulting 
awhile with the. inn-keeper, and making some ne- 
. cessary preparations, he hired tlie grvUrud, or criery 
•to give notice through the town of a strange crea- 
. ture to be seen at t^ sign of the Green Ea^le, uQt 
so big as a splacnuckj (an animal in that country 
very i^nely shaped, about six feet long) apd in every 
part of the body resembling a human creature, could 
. speak several wprds, and perform a hundred di- 
, verting tricks. 

I was placed upon a table in the largest room of 
the inn, which might be near three hundred feet 
square. My little nunie stood on a low stool close 
to the table, to take care of me, and direct what I 
should do. My master, to avoid a crowd, would 
. suffer only thirty people at a time to see me. I 
walked about on the table as tlie girl commanded : 
she asked me questions, as far as she knew my un* 
derstanding of Uie language reached, and I answered 
. them as loud as I could, I turned about several 
times to the Company, paid my humble respects, 

* Th« snbjunettve tfiood is knproperly used here, it should 
have been ^le indicative, ^ tlnigh it was,* instead* of < thougk 
4l wtr«.' >• 



166 ©tJLLlVRR's TRAVBLS: JART II. 

said theif were welcome^ and used some other speeches 
I had been taught, I took up a thimble filled with 
liquor, which Glumdalclitch had given me for a cup, 
Rud drank their health. I drew out my hanger, and 
flourished with it after the manner of fencers in 
England. My nurse gave me a part of a straw, 
which I exercised as a pike, having' learnt tiie art in 
my youth. I was that day shown to twelve sets of 
company, an^ as often forced to act over again the 
same fopperies, till I was half dead with wearineto 
and v<ixation, for those who had seen me made 
such wonderftil reports, that the people were ready 
to break down the doors to come in. My master, 
for his own interest, would not suffer any one to 
touch me except my nurse ; and ^o prevent daii* 
ger, benches were set round the table, at such a dis- 
tance as to put me out of every bod/s reach. How- 
ever, an unlucky school-boy aimed a haeel-nut di« 
rectly at my head, whi<sh very narrowly missed me ; 
otherwise, it came with so much violence, that it 
would have infallibly knocked out my brains, for it 
was almost as large as. a small pumpion ; but I had 
the satisfaction to see the young rogue well beaten, 
and turned out of the room. 

My master gave public notice that he would sho^ 
me again the next market-day, and in* the mean 
time he prepared a more convenient vehicle for me> 
which he had reason enough to do ; for I was so 
tired with my first joumey,and with entertaining com* 
pany for eight hours together, that I could hardly 
stand upon my legs, or speak a word. It was at least 
three days before I recovered my strength; and 
that I might have no rest at home, all the neigh- 
bouring gentlemen from a hundred nules round, 
hearing of my fame^ came to see me at my mastei's 
own hou^. There could ilot be fewer than thirty 
persons with their wives and children (for the 
country is very populous;) and my master de- 
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mftoded the rate of a full room whenever he shewed . 
me at home, although it were only to a single fa- 
mily : so that for some time I had but little ease 
every day of the week (except Wednesday, which 
is tlieir sabbath) although I were not carried to the 
town. 

My master, finding how profitable I was likely 
to be, resolved to carry me to the most consider- 
able cities of the kingdom. Having therefore pro* 
vided himself with all things necessary for a long 
jpurney, and settled his afi'airs at home, he took, 
leave of his wife, and upon the 17 th of August 170^. 
about two months after my arrival, we set out for 
the metropolis, situate near the middle of that em*/ 
pire, and about three thousand miles distance from 
our house. My master made his daughter Glum- 
dalclitch ridebehind him. She carried me on her 
lap in a box tied about her waist. The girl had 
lined it on, all sides with the softest cloth she could 
get, well quilted underneath, furnished it with her 
baby's bed, provided me with linen and other ne- 
cessaries, and made every thing as convenient as 
she could. We had no other company but a boy 
of the house, who rode after us with the lugsage. 

My master'^ design was to show me in all the. 
towns by' the way, and to step out of the road, for 
fifty or a hundred miles, to any village or person 
of quality's house, where he might expect custom. 
We made easy joumies, of not above seven or eight 
score miles a day : for GlumdalcHtch, on purpose to 
spare me, complained she was tired with the trot- 
ting of the horse. She often took me out of my 
box, at my own desire, to give me air, and show me 
the country, but always held me fast by a leading- 
string. We passed over ^ve or six rivers, many de- 
grees broader^and deeper than the Nile, or the Gan- 
ges ; and there was hardly a rivulet so small as the 
Thames at London-Bridge, We were ten weeks in 
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our journey, and I was shown in eighteen large 
towns, besides many villages and private families. 

On the 26th day of October, we arrived at the 
metropolis, called in their language Lorbrulgrvd, or 
Pride of the Universe. My master took a lodging 
in the principal street of the city, not far from the 
royal palace, and put out bills m the usual form, 
containing an exact description of' my person and 
parts. He hired a large room between three and 
four hundred feet wide. He provided a table s^ixty 
feet in diameter, upon which I was to act my part, . 
And pallisadoed it round three feet from the edge, 
and as many high, to prevent my falling over. I 
was shown ten times a day, t« the wonder and sa- 
tisfaction of all people. I could now speak the 
language tolerably well, and perfectly understood 
every word that was spoken to me. Besides, I bad 
learnt their alphabet, and could make a shift to ex- 
plain a sentence here and there; for Glumdalclitch 
had been my instructor, while we were at home, 
and at leisure hours during our journey. She car- 
ried a little book in her pocket, not much larger 
than a Sanson's Atlas; it Was a common treatise for 
the use of young girls, giving a short account of 
their religion ; out of this she taught rat my letters, 
and interpreted the words. 
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CHAP. III. 

THE AUTHOR SENT FOU TO COURT. THE QUEEV 
BUYS HIM OF HIS MASTER THE FARMER, 
AND PRESENTS HIM TO THE KING. 'HE 
DISPUTES WITH HIS MAJESTY'S GREAT 
SCHOLARS. AN APARTMENT vAT COURT 

PROVIDED FOR THE AUTHOR.' HE IS IN 
HIGH FAVOUR WITH THE QUEEN. HE STANDS 
UP FOR THE HONOUR OF HIS OWN COUNTRY. 
HIS QUARRELS WITH THE QUEEN's DWARF. 

1 H E frequent labours I underwent every day, 
made in few weeks a very considerable change in 
my health ; the more my master got by me, the 
more insatiable he grew. I had quite lost my 
stomach, and was almost reduced to a skeleton. 
Tlie farmer observed it, and concluding I must soon 
die, resolved to make as good a hand of me a3 
he could. While he was thus reasoning and re- 
solving with himself, a sardral, or gentleman- usher, 
came from court, commanding my master to carry 
me immediately thither for the diversion of the 
queen and her ladies. Some of the latter had 
already been to see me, and reported strange things 
of my beauty, behaviour, and good sense. Her 
majesty, and those who attended her, were beyond 
measure delighted with my demeanour. I fell on 
my knees, and begged the honour of kissing her im- 
perial foot ; but this gracious princess held out her 
little finger towards me, after I was set on a table, 
which I embraced in both my arms, and put the tip 
of it with the utmost respect to my lip. She made 
me some general questions about my country^ and 
my tfavels, which I answered as distinctl^r^ and 

VOL. IX. L .,„....., _.,^^.^ 
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in as few words as I could. She asked, '* whether 
I would be content to live at court ?" I bowed down 
to the board of the table, and humbly answered 
•' that I was my master's slave; but, if I were at my 
own disposal, I should be proud to devote my life 
io her majesty'* service." She then asked my mas- 
ter, " whether he was willing to sell me at a goocj 
price?" He, who apprehended I could hot live a 
month, was ready enough to part with lAe, and de- 
manded a thousand pieces of gold, which were 
ordered him on the spot, each piece being about the 
bigness of eight hundred moidores ; but allowing 
for the proportion of all things between that coiAi^ 
try and Europe, and the high pri<fo of gold among 
them, was h^^-rdly so great a sum as a thousand 
guineas would be in England. I Ihen said to the 
queen, " Since I was^ow her majesty's most humble 
creature and vassal, I must beg the favour, that 
Glumdalclitch, who had always tended me with so 
much care and kindness, and understood to do it sq 
well, might be admitted into her service, and con- 
tinue to be my nurse and instructor." 

Her majesty agreed to niy pe'tition, and easily got 
the farmer's consent, who wa? glad enough to have 
his daughter preferred at^ court, and, the poor girl 
herself was not able to hide her joy. My late mas- 
ter withdrew, bidding me'farewel, and saying he had 
left me in a good service ; to which I replied not ^ 
word, only making him a slight bow. 

The queer\ observed my coldness ; and, ^^hen th^ 
farnier wa^ gone out of the apartment, asked me th6 
reason. I made bold to tell her n^ajelly, "• tliat t 
owed no other obligation to my l^te mailer, than 
his not dashing out tlie brains pf a poor harmless 
creatdre, found by .chance in hi^ fields ; which obli- 
gation was amply recompensed, by the gain he had" 
made in showing me through half the kingdom, and 
the price he had how sold iheYor.' ' Th^t the life I 
5 ' .,„.....,^....^-.^ • ■ 
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)i4d since led, was laborious enoush to kill an ani- 
xaai of ten times my strength. That my health was 
much impaired, by thf continual drudgery of enter- 
taining the rabble every hour of the day ; and that, 
if my master bad not thought my life in danger, her 
majesty would not have got so cheap a bargain. But 
. as I was out of all fear of being ill treated, under the 
protection of *o great and good an empress, the or- 
nament of nature, the darling of, the world, the delight 
of her subjects, the phoenix of the creation ; so, I 
hoped my late master's apprehensions would appear 
to be groundless ; for I already found my spirits re- 
vive, by the influence of her most august presence." 

This was the sum of my speech, delivered with 
great improprieties and hesitation. The latter part 
was altogether framed in the style peculiar to that 
people, whereof I learned some phrases from Glum- 
dalclitch, while she was carrying me to court. 

The queen, giving great allowance for my d€^ 
fectiveness in speaking, was, however, surprised at 
8o mu(^ wit and good sense, in so diminutive an 
animal. She took me in her own hand, and car- 
ried me to the king, who was then retired to his 
•cabinet. His majesty, a prince of much gravity 
•and austere countenance, not well observing my 
^Impe at first view, asked the queen after a cold 
manner, ♦* how long it was since she grew fond of a 
splacnuckf' for such it seems he took me to be, as 
.1 la^y upon my breast in her majesty's right hand. 
tBut this -princess, who -has an infiniie deal of wit 
and humour, set me gently on my feet upon th6 
'.^rutoi^, and commanded me to give his majesty 
an account of myself, which I did in a very few 
jwords : and Glumdalclitch, who attended at the ca- 
'binet door, and could not endure I should, be out of 
her sight, being admitted, confirmed all that had 
pasped from my arrival at her father s lioiise. - 

The king, although he be as learned a person as 
l2 V ^'"^'^^^" ^^^ 
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aoy in his dominions, had been educated in the 
study of philosophy, and particularly mathematicksL; 
yet when he observed my shape exactly, and saw 
. me walk erect, before I began to speak, conceived 
1 might be a pieCe of clock-work (which is in thait 
country arrived to a very great perfection) con- 
trived by some ingenious artist. But when he heard 
my voice, and found what I delivered to be regular 
and rational, he could not conceal his asto>iishment. 
He was by no means satisfied with the relation I 
gave him, of the manner I came into his kingdom, 
•but thought it a story concerted between Glumdal* 
clitch and her father, who had taught me a set of 
.words, to make me sell at a better price. Upon 
this imagination, he put several other questions to 
me, and still received rational answers ; no other- 
wise, defective, than by a foreign accent, and an 
imperfect knowledge in the language, with some 
rustick phrases, which I had learned at the farmer's 
bouse, and did not suit the polite style of a court. 

His majesty sent for three great scholars, who 
were then in the weekly waiting, according to the 
custom in that country. These gentlemen, after 
they had a while examined my shape with much 
nicety, were of different opinions concerning me. 
They all agreed, that I could not be produced ac- 
cording to the regular laws of nature, because I was 
not framed with a capacity of preserving my life, 
either by swiftness, or climbing of trees, or digging 
.holes in the earth. They observed by my teeth, 
which they viewed with great eji^actness, that I was 
a carnivorous animal ; yet most quadrupeds being 
an overmatch for me, and field-mice, with some 
others, too nimble, they could not imagine how I 
should be able to support myself, unless I fed upon 
snails and otljer insects, which they offered, by many 
learned arguments, to evince that I cpuld not pos- 

Jigitized by Google * ' 
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fiibljr do*. One of these virtuosi seemed to think 
that I might be an embrj^o, or abortive birth. But 
this opinion was rejected by the other two, who 
observed my limbs to be perfect and finished ; and 
that I had lived several years, as it was manifest 
from my beard, the stumps whereof they ^ plainly 
discovered through a magnifying-glass. They would 
not allow me to be a dwarf, because my littleness 
was beyond all degrees of comparison; for the 
Queen's favourite dwarf, the smallest ever known iri 
tnat kingdom, was near thirty feet high; After much 
debate, they concluded unanimously, that I was only 
relplum scalcatk, which is interpreted literally lusus 
natures; a determination' exactly agreeable to the 
modern philosophy of Europe, whose professors, dis- 
daining the old evasion of occult causes, whereby 
the followers of Aristotle endeavoured in vain to 
disguise their ignorance, have invented this wonder- 
ful solution of all difficulties, to the unspeakable ad- 
vancement of human knowledge. 

After this decisive conclusion, 1 entreated to be 
beard a word or two. I applied myself to the king,' 
and assured his Majesty, " that I came from a coun- 
try which abounded with several millions of both 
sexes, and of my own stature ; where the animals, 
trees, and houses were all in proportion, and where, 
by consequence, I might be as able to defend myself, 
and to find sustenance, as any of his majesty's sub- 
jects could do here ; which I took for a full answef 
to those gentlemen's arguments." To this they only 
replied with a smile of contempt, saying, " that the 
farnier had instructed me very well in my lesson.t*' 

* By this reasoning the author probably intended to ridi- 
cule the pride of those philosopher^, who have thought fit to ar- 
raign tlje wisdom of Providence in the creation and govern^ 
sneot of the world j whose cavils are specious, like those of the 
JUt>bdingnagian sages, only in proportion to the ignorance o£ 
Jtlose to whom they Artt proposed. H. 

t This satire is levelled against all who rejtct those fac 

1.3 
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The king, who had a much better utiderstanding, 
dismissing his learned men, sent for the farmer, who 
by good fortune was not yet gone out of town. 
Having therefore first examined liim privately, and 
then confronted him with me and the young girl, 
bis majefty began to think that what we told him 
might possibly be true. He desired the queen to 
order that a particular care should be taken of me; 
and was of opinion, that GlumdalcHtch should still 
continue in her office of tending me, because he 
observed we had a great affection for each other. A 
convenient apartment was provided for her at court ; 
she had a sort of governess appointed to take care , 
of her education, a maid to dress her, and two other 
servants for menial offices ; but the care of me, was 
wholly appropriated to herself. The queen com- 
pianded her own cabinet-maker to contrive a box, 
that might serve me for a bed-chamber, after the 
model that Glumdalclitch and J should agree upon. 
This man was a most ingenious artist, and according 
to my direction in three weeks finished for me a 
wooden chamber of sixteen feet square, and twelve 
liigh, with sash-windows, a door, and two closets, 
lijte a London bed-chamber. The board, that made 
the ceiling, was to be lifted up and down by two 
binges to put. in a bed ready furnished by hermajefty's 
upholsterer, which Glumdalclitch took out everyday 
to air, made it with her own hands, and letting it 
dowii at night, locked up the roof ov^r me. A nice 
workman, who was famous for little curiosities, 
undertook to make me two chairs, with backs and 
fc'ames, of a substance not unlike ivor}', and two 
tables, with a cabinet to put my things in. Tire 
Toom was quilted on all sides, as well as the floor 
and the ceiling, to prevent any accident from th^ 

for which they paQPot perfectly acoount,' Notwithstanding the 
nhsurdity of rejecting tht; testinaony, by which they arc sw^- 
parted, H, 



A VCVYAGE. TO BUOBJDIVGNAd. 115 

carelessness of those who carried me, and to break 
the force of a jolt, when I went m a coach. I de- 
sired a lock for my. door, to prevent fats and mice 
from coming in. The smith, after several attempts, 
made the smallest tliat ever was seen among them, 
for I have known ^a larger at the gate of a gentle- 
man's house iir England. I made a shift to keep 
the key in a pocket of my own, fearing Glumdal- 
clitcb might lose it. The queeii likewise ordered 
the thinnest silks that could be gotten to make me 
clothes, not much thicker than an English blanket, 
very cumbersome, till I was accustomed to them. 
They were after the fashion of the kingdom, partly 
resembling the Persian, and partly the Chinese, and 
are a very grave and decent habit. 

The queen became so fond of my company, that 
she could not dine without me. I had a table 
placed upon the same at which her majesty eat, 
just at her elbow, and a chair to sit on. Glumdal- 
cHtch stood on a stool on the floor near my table, 
to assist and take care of me. I had an intire set 
of silver dishes and plates, and other necessaries, 
which, in proportion to those of the queen, were 
not much bigger than what I have seen in a London 
toyshop, for the furniture of a baby-house f these 
my little nurse kept in her pocket in a silver box, 
iand gave me at meals as I wanted them, always 
cleaning them herself. No person dined with the 
queen but the two princesses royal, the elder sixteen 
years old, and the younger at that time thirteen and 
a m€Mith. Her majesty uaedto put a bit of meat upon 
one of my dishes, out of which I carved for myself 
'and her diversion was to see me eat in miniature ; 
for the queen (who had indeed but a weak stomach) 
took up, at one raouthful, as much as a dozen Eng- 
lish farmers could eat at a meal, which to me was 
for some time a very nauseous sight.* She would 
' f Aqtong other droadful and disgustiog images which cus« 
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craunch the wing of a lark, bones and all, between h^ 
teeth, although it were nine times as lai^e as that of 
a full grown turkey ; and put a bit of bread in heir 
mouth, as big as two twelve-penny loaves. She 
drank out of a golden cup, above a hogshead at a 
draught. Her knives were twice as long as a sithe, set 
straight upon the handle. The spoons, forks, and 
other instruments, were all in the same proportion. 
I remember when Glumdalclitch carried me, out of 
curiosity, to see some of the tables at court, where 
ten or a dozen of those enormous knives and fork§ 
were lifted up together, I thought, I had never till 
then beheld so terrible a sight. 

It is the custom, that every Wednesday (which, a^ 
1 have observed, is their sabbath) the king and queen, 
with the royal issue of both sexes, dine together in 
the apartment of his majesty, to whom 1 was now 
become a great favourite ; and at these times, my 
little chair and table were placed at his left handy 
before one of the saltcellars. This prince took a 
pleasure in conversing with me, inquiring into the 
manners, religion, laws, government, and learning of 
Europe ; wherein I gave him the best account I was 
khle. His apprehension was so clear, and his judg- 
ment so exact, that he made very wise reflections 
and observations upon all I said. But I confess, that 
after Ihad been a little too copious in talking of my 

torn has rendered familiar are those which arise from eating 
antm^ food t he who has ever turned with abhorrence from 
the skeleton of a beast which has been picked whole hj birdt or 
Terrain must confess Hhai habit ooiy could Iiave enable^ him to 
endure the sight of the mangled hpae$ and Aesh of a dead carcase 
Which every day cover his table: and he who reflects on the num- 
ber of lives that have been sacrificed to sustain his own, should 
enquire by what the account has been balanced, and whet^ier 
his life is .bet^me propoctiooably of more value by the exercise 
of virtue and piety, by the superior happiness which b^ 
has communicated to reasonable beings, an^ by the glory wl4pl\ 
hit intellect ha* ascribed to X5od. H, 
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own beloved country, of our trade and wars by sea 
and land, of our schisms in religion, and parties in 
the state; the prejudices of his education prevailed 
so far, that he could not forbear taking me up iij his 
right hand, and stroking me gently with the other, 
after a hearty fit of laughing, asked me " whether I 
was a whig or tory ?'' Then turning to his first mini- 
ster, who waited behind him with a white staff, near 
as tall as the mainmast of the Royal Sovereign, he 
observed " how contemptible a thing was human 
^rajjdeur, which could be mimicked by such dimi- 
nutive insects as I : and yet," says he " I dare en- 
gage, these creatures have their titles and distinctions 
of honour ; they contrive little nests and burrows, 
that tiiey call houses and cities; they make a figure in 
dress and equipage ; they love, they fight, they dis- 
pute, they cheat, tliey betray." And thus he conti- 
nued on, while my colour came and went several 
times, with indignation; to hear our noble country, 
the mistress of arts and arms^ the scourge of France, 
the arbitress of Europe, the seat of virtue, piety, 
honour, and truth, the pride and envy of the world, 
so contemptuously treated. 

But as;I was not in a condition to resent injuries, 
j$o upon mature thoughts, I began to doubt whether I 
was injured or * no. For, after having been accus- 
tomed several months to the sight and converse of 
this people, and observed every object upon ^vhich 
,1 cast mine eyes to be of proportionable magnitude, 
.the horrour I had at first conceived from their bulk 
and aspect, was so far worn off, that if I had then 

• * Whether I was iojured orno.'—Tht$ vulgar andungrara- 
matical mode of expression has become almost universal, but 
instead of * no,' the particle, « not,' should be used. The ^b|- 
«ttrdity of the former will appear by only repeating the word 
to which It refers, and amsexing it to it, as thus-^* wliether I 
w^re injured, or no injured,' whereas, < whether i were ia- 
jur«d^ or not iiijured,' is good grammar. S. 
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beheld a company of English lords and ladies ii* 
their finery, and birth-day clothes, acting their se** 
veral parts in the most conrtly manner of strut* 
•ting, and bowing, and prating ; to say the troth, I 
should have been strongly tempted to laugh as much 
at them, as the king and his grandees did at me. 
Neither indeed could I forbear smiling at myself, 
when the queen used to place me upon her hand 
towards a looking-glass, by which both our persons 
appeared before me in full view together ; and there 
could be nothing more ridiculous than the compar 
rison : so that I really began ' to imagine myself 
dwindled many degrees below my usual size. 

Nothing angered and mortified me so much as the 
queen's dwarf; who, being of the lowest stature that * 
was ever in that country, (for I verily think he was 
not full thirty feet high) became so insolent at see- 
ing a creature so much beneath htm, that he would: 
always affect to swagger and look big as he passed by 
.me in the queen's antichamber, while I was standing 
on some table talking with the lords or ladies of the 
'Court, and 'lie seldom failed of a smart word or two 
upon my littleness ; against which I could only re- 
venge myself by calling him brotkery challenging 
him to wrestle, and sucl> rep^Mtees as are usualiy in 
the mouths of court pages. One day, at dinner, tiiid 
malicious little cub was so nettled with somtL-thing I 
had said to him, that, raising hin^self upon the fram^ 
of her majesty's chair, he took me up by the middU, 
as I was sitting down, not thinking any harm, and let 
me drop into a large ^Iver bowl of cream, and then 
ran away as fast as he could. I fell over head and 
ears, and, if I had not been a jgood swimmer, it might 
have gone very hard with jne; for GlurtidalclitcH in 
that instant happened to be at the other end of tl^e 
room, and the queen was in sucli a fright, that 
she wanted presence of mind to assist me. But my 
little n^se ran to my relief, and took^e <mt after I 
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Itrf'Slrallowed nbovc a quart of cream. I was put 
to bed ; however, I received no other damage than 
the loss of a suit of clothes, which was utterly 
spoiled. The dwarf was soundly whipped, and as a 
farther punishment forced to drink up the bowl cf 
cream, into which he had thrown me ; neither was 
he ever restored to favour: for soon after the queen 
bestowed him on a lady of high quality, so that I 
saw him no more, to my very great satisfaction j for 
I could not tell to what extremity, such a maliciou* 
lirchin might have carried his resentment. 

He had befcJre served me a scurvy trick, which 
set the queen a laughing, although at the same time 
she was heartily vexed, and would have immedir 
ateiy cashiered him, if I had not been so generous 
as to intercede. Her majesty had taken a marrow- 
bone upon ber plate, and, after knocking out the 
marrow, placed the bone again in the dish erect, as it 
stood before j the dwasi^ watching his opportunity 
while Glumdalclitch was gone to the sideboard, 
mounted the stool that she stood on to take care of 
me at meals, took me up in both hands, and squeez- 
ing my legs together, wedged them into the marrow- 
bone above my waist, where I stuck for some time, 
^nd made a very ridiculous figure. I believe it 
was near a minute before any one knew what waa 
become of me ; for I thought it below me to cry 
Out. But, as princes seldom get their meat hot, my 
legs were not scalded, only my stockings and 
breeches in a sad condition. The dwarf, at my 
entreaty, had no other punishment than a sound 
whipping. 

I was frequently rallied by the queen upon ac- 
count of my fearfuliiess ; and she used to ask me 
whether the people of my country were as great 
cowards aa myse^lf? Th6 occasion was this: the 
kingdom is much pester^ with flies in summer ; and 
these odtouB i^^ectd, eaeb of them as big as a Duu-* 
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stable lark, hardly gave me any test while I sat alf 
dinner, with their continual humming and buzzing 
about mine ears. They would sometimes alight 
upon my victuals, and leave their loathsome excre- 
ment or spawn behind, which to me was very visible, 
though not to the natives of that country, whose 
large opticks were not so acute as mine, in viewing 
smaller objeds. Sometimes they woukJ fix upon 
my nose or forehead, where they stung me to the 
quick, smelling very offensively ; and I could easily 
trace that viscous matter, ^/hich, our naturalists tell 
us, enables those creatures to walk with their feet 
upwards upon a ceiling. I had much ado to defend 
myself against these detestable animals, and could 
not forbear starting when they came on my face. 
It was the common practice of the dwarf, to catch 
a number of these insects in his hand, as school-boys 
do among us, and let them out suddenly under my 
nose, on purpose to frightj^n me, and divert the 
queen. My remedy was to cut them in pieces with 
my knife, as they flew in the air, wherein my dex- 
terity was much admired. 

I remember, one morning, when Glumdalclitch 
had set me in a box upon a window, as she usu- 
ally did in fiiir da3rs to give me air, (for I durst not 
venture tq let the box be hung on a nail out of the 
window, as we do with cages in England) after I had 
lifted up one of my sashes, and sat down at xaj table 
to eat a piece of sw'eet cake for my breakfast, above 
twenty wasps, allured By the smell, came flying into . 
the room, humming louder than the drones of aa 
many bagpipes. Some of them seized my cake, and 
carried it piece-meal awky : others flew about my 
bead and face, confounding me with the noise, anal 
putting me in the utmost terrour of their stings. 
However, I had the courage to rise and draw my 
hai^r, and attack* them in the air. *I dispatched 
fou/^f them, but the rest got away, and I prfscntly 
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AjBit my windotyr. These insects were a& large as 
partridges ; 1 took out their stings, found them aii 
inch and a half long, and as sharp as needles, i 
carefully preserved thera all, and having since shown 
them, with some other curiosities, in several parts 
of Europe, upon my return to England, I gave three 
of them to Gresham College, and kept the fourth 
for myself. . 



CHAP. IV. 



THE COUNTRY DESCRIBED. A PROPOSAL FOR 
CORRECTING MODERN MAPS. THE KINO's 
PALACE, AND SOME ACCOUNT OF THE METRO- 
POLIS. THE author's way OF TRAVELLINO. 
THE CHIEF TEMPLE DESCRIBED, 

I NOW intend to give the reader a ^hort descrip- 
tion of this country, as far as I travelled in it, which 
was not above two thousand miles round 'Lorbrul- 
grud, the metropolis. For the queen, whom I 
always attended, never went farther when she ac- 
companied tlie king in his progresses, and there 
staid till his majesty returned from viewing his fron- 
tiers. The whole extent of this prince's dominions, 
reaches about six thousand miles in length, and from 
three to ^ve in breadth. Whence I cannot but con- 
clude, that our geographers of Europe are in a great 
erro^r, by supposing nothing but sea between Japan 
•nd California; for it was ever my opinion, that 
there must be a balance of earth to counterpoise 
the great continent of Tartary ; and therefore they, 
ought to correct their maps and cliarts, by joining 
this vast tract of land to the north-west parts of 
America, wherein I shall be ready to lend them my 
assistance. ^ t 

VOL. IX. M ^gt-dbyi^OOgle 
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The kingdom is a peninsula, terminated to the 
N orth- east, by a ridge of mountaiiis thirty miles high, 
▼vhich are altogether impassable, by reason of the 
volcanoes upon the tops : neither do the most 
learned know, what sort of mortals inhabit beyond 
those mountains, or whether they be inhabited at 
all. On the three other sides, it is bounded by the 
ocean. There is not one seaport in the whole king- 
dom ; and those parts of the coasts into which the 
rivers issue, are so full of pointed rocks, and the sea 
generally so rough, that there is no venturing with 
the smallest of their boats ; so that these people 
are wholly excluded from any commerce with the 
• rest of the world. But the large rivers are full of 
vessels, and abound with excellent fish ; for they 
seldom get any from the sea, because the seafish are 
of the same size with those iu Europe, and conse- 
quently not worth catching ; whereby it is manifest, 
that nature, In the production 6f plants and animals 
of so extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to 
this continent, of which I leave the reasons to be 
determined by philosophers. However, now and 
then they take a whale, that happens to be dashed 
against the robks, which the conmion people feed on 
heartily. These whales I have known 'so large, that 
a man could hardly carry one upon his shoulders ; 
and sometimes, for curiosity, -they are brought in 
hampers to Lorbrulgrud ; I saw one of them in a 
dish at the king's table, which passed for a rarity, 
but I did not observe he was fond of it ; for I think 
indeed the bigness disgusted him, although I have 
seen one somewhat larger in Greenland. 

The country is well inhabited, for it contains fifty-? 
one cities, near a hundred walled towns, and a great 
number of villages. To satisfy my curious reader, 
it may be sufficient to describe Lorbrulgrud. Tliis 
city stands upon almost two equal parts, on eacl: 
aide the river that passes through. It coutaiut above 

9 .,y,u..u., ^ -^^^^ 
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ei^ty thoQsand houses^ and about six hundred 
tlfcousand inhabitants. It ift in length three glom* 
gli^ngSy (which make about fifty-four English miles) 
;Qid two and a half in breadth ; as I measured it my- 
aeh in the roy^ miap made by the king's order, which 
WQS laid on the ground on purpose for me, and ex* 
tended a hundred feet ; I paced the diameter and 
circumference several times bare foot, and comput*" 
ing by the scale, measured it pretty exactly. i 

The king's palace is no regular edifice, but a heap 
of building about seven miles round : the chirf 
rooms are generally two hundred and forty feet high, 
and broad and long in proportion. A coach was 
allowed to Glurodalclitch and me, wherein her go-- 
Terness frequently took her out to see the town, or 
go among the shops ; and I was always of the partyw 
carried in my box ; although the girl, at my own 
desire, would often take me out, and hold me hi 
her hand, that I mght more coaveniently view the 
houses and the people, as we passed along the streets^ 
.1 reckoned our co'ach to be about a square of West- 
minster hall, hut not altogether so high : however, 
I cannot be very exact, Gne day, the governess 
Dirdered Onr-coachman to dtop at several shops, 
vrhere the beggars, watching tlieir opportunity, 
crowded, to the sides of the eoach, and gwe me the. 
most horrible spectacle that ever a European eyt 
heheld. There was a woman with a cancer in lier 
breast, swelled to a jnonstrous size, full of holes, itt 
two or three of which I could have easily crept, and 
covered my whole body. There w^ a fellow with 
a wen in his neck, larger than five wqclpcusks; and 
another, with a couple of wooden legs, each about 
twenty feet high. But the most hatetul sight of all, 
ti^as, the lice crawling on their clothes. I could see 
distinctly the Umbs of these vermin with my naked 
eye, much better than those of an European louse 
ttefeugh a micro9€Qpe, and their. 9noutswith Mfhich 
m2 "^^" ■ ^ 



124 Gulliver's TRAVUs: ipaIit it, 
they rooted iike^wine. ITiey were the first I.had 
ever beheld, and I should have been curious enough 
to dissect one of them, if I had had proper instru- 
ments, which I unluckily left behind me in the ship, 
althouc^ indeed the sight was so nauseous, that it 
perfectly turned my stomach. 

Beside the large box in which I was usdally car- 
ried, the queen ordered a smaller one to be made 
for me,.of about twelve feet square,and ten high, for 
the convenience of travelling : because the other 
was somewhat too large for Glumdalclitch's lap, 
And cuinbersome in the coach ; it was made by the 
same artist, whom I directed in the whole contriv- 
ance. This travelling closet was an exact square, 
with a window in the middle of three of the scfuares. 
And each window was latticed with iron wire on the 
outside, to prevent accidents in long joumies. On 
the fourth side, which had no window, two strong 
staples were fixed, through which the person that 
carried me, when I had a mind to be on horseback, 
put a leathern belt, and buckled it about his waist. 
.Thi§ was always the office of some grave trusty ser- 
vant in whom I could confide, whether I attended the 
king and queen in Ifceir progresses, or were disposed 
;to see the gardens, or pay a visit to some great lady 
or minister of state in the court, when Glumdalclitch 
happened to be out of order ; for I soon began t* 
i>e known and esteemed among the greatest oflicers, 
I suppose more upon account of their majesties fa- 
TfouT, than any merit of my own. In journies, when 
I was weary of the coach, a servant on horseback 
would buckle on my tox, and place it upon acui^icn 
be^re him ; afhd there I had a full prospect of 
the country on three sides, from my three windows 
I had, in this closet, a field-bed and a hammodt 
hung from the ceiling, two chairs and a table^ neatly 
screwed to the fVoor, to prevent being tosseii about 
bythe agitation of the horse oj the coach. ^ And 
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lisviiig been Icing vstd to 8€A«voyagesy those mo^ 
lions, although sometimes very violent, did not much 
discompose mgL 

Whenever I had a mind to see the town^ it was 
^vays in my travelling closet ;. which GlumdaU 
clitck held in her lap in a kind of open sedan, after 
Ifae fJBwfeioa of the country, bom by four men, and 
attended by two others in the queen's Uvery. The 
people, who had often heard of me, were very curi*- 
ous to crowd about the sedan, and the girl was attn* 
piaisant enough to make the bearers stop, and to 
take me in her hand that I might be more conve- 
niently Been. 

1 was very desirous to see the chief temple, and 
particularly the tower belonging to it, which is 
reckoned the hi^^hest in the kingdom. According 
one day my n^rsc carried me thither, but I may 
truly say 1 came back disappointed ; for the height 
is not d»ve three thousand feet, reckoning from 
the ground to the highest pinnacle top; which 
blowing for the difference between the size of those 
people and us in. Europe, is no great matter for ad* 
miration, nor at all equal in proportion (if I rightly 
remonber) . to Salisbury steeple. But, not to de- 
tract from a nation^ to which during my life I shall 
ackiMvwledge myself 'extremely obliged, it must be 
aUowed: that wbatevter this famous tower wants in 
heiglily is ao^^iymade up in beauty, and strength*' 
For the walls are near a hundred feet thick, built 
of hewn stone, whereof each is about forty feet square, 
and adorned on all sides with statues of gods and 
emperors, out in marble, larger than the life, placed 
in their several niches. I measured a little finger 
which liad fallen down from one of these statues, 
and lay uiq)erceived among some rubbish, and found 
it exactly four feet and an inch in length. Glum- 
dalclitch wrapped it up in her handkerchief ; and 
carried it home in her pocket, to teep^^ilQP&pther 
M 3 
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trinkets, of which the girl was very fond, as chiUrea 
;at faer age usually are. 

The king's kitchen is indeed a noble building, 
vaulted at top, and about six hundred feet high. 
The great oven is not so wide, by ten paces, as tbs 
cupok at St. Paul's : for I measured the latter oo 
purpose after my return. But if I should cjtescribe 
'the kitchen-grate, the prodigious pots and kettles, 
die joints of meat turning on the ^its, with many 
other particulars, perhaps I should be hardly be- 
lieved ; at least a severe critick' would be apt to 
think I enlarged a little, as travellers are often susr 
pected to do. To avoid which censure, I fear 1 
have run too much into the other extreme ; and 
that if this treatise should happen to be translated 
into the language of Brobdihgnag, (which is the 
general name of that kingdom) and transmitted 
thidaer, the king and his people would have reason 
to complain, that 1 had done them an injury, by a 
false and diminutive representation. 

His majesty seldom keeps above six hundred 
horses in his stables : they are generally from££ty- 
four to sixty feet high. But, when he goes abroad 
on solemn days, he is attended, for state, by a no* 
litia guard of five hundred horse, which indeed I 
thought was, the most splendid sight thifct could be 
ever beheld, till I saw part of his army in battalia^ 
whereof I shall find anptlier occasion to speak. 
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SEVERAL ADTENTURES THAT HAPPENED ^O 
THE AUTHOR. THE EXECUTION OF A CRI- 
MINAL. THE AUTHOR SHEWS HIS SKILL IN 
NAVIGATION. 

1 SHOULD liave lived happy enough in that coun- 
try, if my littleness had not exposed me to several 
ridiculous and troublesome accidents : some of 
which I shall venture to relate. Gluradalclitch 
often parried me into the gardens of the court, in 
my smaller box, and would sometimes take me out 
of it and hold me in her hand, or set me down to 
walk. X I remember, before t)ie dwarf left the queen, 
he followed us one day into those gardens, and my 
Rurse having set me down, he and I being close to- 
. gather, near some dwarf apple-trees, I must need 
show my wit, by a silly allusion between him and the 
trees, which happens to hold in their language, as it 
does in ours. Whereupon, the malicious rogue 
watching his opportunity, when I was walking under 
one of them, shook it directly over my head, by which 
a dozen apples, each of them near as large as a 
Bristol barrel, came tumbling about my ears ; one of 
tli«m hit me on the back as 1 chanced to stoop, and 
knocked me down flat on my face ; but I received no 
other hurt, and the dwarf was pardoned at my 
desire, because I had given the provocation. 

Another day, Glumdal<:litch left me on a smooth 
grass-plat to divert myself, while she walked at some 
difetunce with her governess. In the mean time, 
there suddenly fell such a violent shower of hail, 
that I was immediately by the force of it, struck 
W. the ground : and when I was down, the haiK 
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Stones gave me such cruel bangs all over the bodjt^ 
as if I had been pelted with tennis-balls ; however, 
I made a shift to creep on all four, and shelter my- 
self, by lying flat on my face^ on the lee-side of a 
border of lemon-thyme ; but so bruised from liead 
to foot, that I could not go abroad in ten days. 
Neither is this at all to be wondered at, because na- 
ture, in that country, observing the same proportion 
through all her operations, a hailstone is near 
eighteen hundred times as large as one in Europe; 
which I can assert upon experience, having been so 
curious * to weigh and measure them. 

But a more dangerous accident happened to me in 
the same garden, when my little nurse, believing 
she had put me in a secure place, (which I often 
entreated her to do, that I might enjoy my own 
thoughts) and having left my box at home, to 
avoid the trouble of carrying it, went to another 
part of the garden witli her governess and some 
ladies of her acquaintance. While she was absent, 
and out of hearhig, a small white spaniel belonging 
to one of the chief gardeners, having got by acci- 
dent • into the garden, happened to range near the 
place where I lay : the dog, following the scent, 
came directly up, and taking me in his mouth, ran 
Strait to his master wagging his tail, and set me 
gently on the groupd. By good fortune he had been 
so well taught, that I was carried l)etween his teeth 
without tlie least hurt, or even tearing my clothes. 
But the poor gardener, who knew me well and had 
a great kindness for me, was in a terrible fright : he 
gently took me up in both his hands, and asked me 
how 1 did ; but I was so amazed and out oi breath, 
that I could not speak a word. In a few minutes 
I came to myself, and he carried nie safe to my little 
tmrse, who by this time had returned to ,the place 

. ^ The particle, ' as,' is here improperly (XTiitted f it should 
^ so curious ♦ as* to weigh, 5cc. S. ,1 ,, ^^^^.^ 
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where she left me, and was in cruel agonies when 
I did not appear^ nor answer when she called. She 
aererely reprimanded the gardener on account of 
h» dog. But the thing was hushed up, and never 
fcikown at court, for the girl was afraid of the queen's 
anger; and truly, as to myself, I thought it would 
not be for my reputation, that such a story should 
gp. aboiU. 

Tim asccident absolutely determined Glunidttl- 
cliteb, never to trust me abroad for the future, out 
fd her siglit. I had been long afraid of this reso- 
lotipou,. and therefore concealed from her some little 
iHskicky adventures, that happened in those time? 
lolheD I wai^ left by myself. Once a kite, hovering 
a¥kt the garden, made a stoop at me, and if I had 
not resolutely drawn my hanger, and run under a 
tiBck espslkr, be would have certainly carried me 
smaiy in kia talons. Another time, walking to the 
top of a iresb molehill, I fell to my neck in the 
bole, through which that animal had cast up the 
cfftrtlfk^ and coioed some lie, not worth remembering, 
to excuse myself for spoiling my clothes. I likewise 
hfoke my right shin against the shell of a snail, 
which I happened to stumble over, as I was walking 
{done, and thinking on poor England. 

I cannot tell whether I were more pleased or 
mortiixed, to observe in those solitary walks, that 
the Mnaller birds did not appear to be at all afraid 
of me, but would hop about within a yard's dis- 
tance, looking for worms and other food, with as 
much indiffer^ice and security^ as if no creature at 
all were near them. 1 remember, a tbrush had the 
confidence to snatch out of my hand, with his bill, 
a peice of cake that Olumdalclitch had just given 
me far my breakfast. When 1 attempted to catch 
any of ti^eae birds, they would boldly turn against 
me^jendtmvouring to pick my fingers, which I durst 
not venturer within tbeir reach ; and then they would 
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hop back unconcerned, to hunt for worms or snaib^' 
as they*did before. But one day, 1 took a thick 
cudgel, and threw it with all my strength so luckily 
at a linnet, that I knocked him down, and seizing 
him by the neck with both my hands, ran with 
him in triumph to my nurse. However, the bird, 
who had only been stunned, recovering himsc^l^ 
gave me so many boxes with his wings, on both 
sides of my head and body, though I held him at 
arms length, and was out of the reach of his claws^ 
that I was twenty times thinking to let him go. 
But I was soon relieved by one of our servants, who 
wrung off the bird's neck, and I had him next day 
for dinner, by the queen's command. This linnet, 
as near as 1 can remember, seemed to be somewhat 
larger than an English swan. 

• The ihaids of honour often invited Glumdalclitch 
to their apartments, and desired she would bring 
me along with her, on purpose to have the pleasure 
of seeing and touching me. They would often strip 
me naked from top to toe, and lay me at full length 
in their bosoms ; wlierewith I was much discusted ; 
because, to say the truth, a very ofifensive smell came 
from their skins ; which I do not mention, or in-^ 
tend, to the disadvantage of those excellent ladies, 
for whom I have all manner of respect ; but I con- 
ceive til at my sense was more acute in proportion 
tD my littleness, and that those illustrious persona 
were uo more disagreeable to their lovers, or to each 
other, than people of the same quality are with us 
in England. And, after all, I found their natural 
smell, was much more supportable, than when they 
used perfumes, under which I immediately swooned 
away. I cannot forget, that an intimate friend of 
mine in Ljlliput, tooi the freedom, in a warm day 
when I had used a good deal of ekercise, to com- 
plain of a strong smell about me, althou^ I am as 
little faulty that way, as most of my sexj but I«i^w 
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pose his faculty of smelling, was as nice with regard 
to me, as mine was, to that of this people. Upon 
this point, I tannbt forbear doing justice to the 
queen my mistress, and Glumdalclitch my nurse, 
whose persons were as sweet as those of any iady 
hi England. 

That which gave me most uneasiness among these 
maids of honour (when my nurse carried me to -vi- 
sit them) was, to see them use me without any man- 
ner of ceremony, like a creature who had no sort of 
consequence : for they would strip themiselves to 
the skin, and put their smocks on in my presence, 
while 1 was placed on their toilet, directly before 
their naked bodies, which I am sure to me was very 
far from being a tempting sight, or from giving me 
any other emotion, than those of horrour and dis- 
gust. Their skins appeared so coarse and uneven^ 
so variously coloured, when I saw them near, with 
, a mole here and there as broad as a trencher, and 
hairs hanging from it thicker than packthreads, to 
say nothing farther concerning the rest of their per- 
sons. Neither did they at all scruple, while I was 
by, to discharge what they had drank, to the quantity 
of at least two hogsheads, in a vessel that held above 
three tons. The handsomest among these maids of 
honour, a pleasant frulicksome girl of sixteen, would 
sometimes set me astride upon one of her nipples^ 
with many other tricks, wherein the reader will 
excuse me for not being over particular. But I waa 
so much displeased, that I entreated Glumdaklitch 
to contrive some ejccuse for not seeing that young 
lady any more. 

One day, a young gentleman,, who was nephew tO! 
my nurse's governess^ came and pressed them both 
to see an execution: It was of a man, who had 
murdered one of that gentleman's intimate acquaint- 
ance. Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of the 
company, very much ^gw«8tber iaclination, for she 
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was Daturally tender-hearted: and as for atymii^ 
alUiough I 'abhorred such kind of spectacles, yet my 
curiosity tempted me to see something that I 
thought must be extraordinary. The male&ictor 
was fixed in a chair upon a scaffold, erected for that 
purpose, and his head cut off at one blow, with a 
sword, of about forty feet long. Tlie veins and 
arteries spouted up such a prodigious quantity of 
blood, and so high in the air, that the great jei 
d'eau at Versailles was not equal* for tlie time it 
lasted ; and the head, when it fell on the scaffold 
floor, gave such a bounce as made mc start, although 
I were at least half an English mile distant. 

The qdeen, who often used to hear me talk of 
my sea-voyages, and took all occasions to divert me 
when I was melancltoly, asked me whether I under- 
stood how to handle a sail or an oar, and whether 
a little exercise of rowing might not be convenient 
ibr my health ? I answered, that I understood both 
very well : for although my proper employment liad 
been, to be surgeon or doctor to the ship, yet often, 
upon a pinch, I was forced to work like a common 
mariner. But I could not see how this could be 
done in their country, where the smallest wherry, 
was equal to a first rate man of war among us; and 
such a boat as I could maiuige, would never live 
in any of their rivers. Her majesty said, " if I . 
would cont^ve a boat, her own joiner should make 
it, and she would provide a place for me to sail in/^ 
The fellow was an ingenious workman, and by my. 
instructions, in ten days, finished a pleasure-boat, 
with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold 
eight Europeans. When h was finished, the queen 
was so delighted, that she ran with it in her lap to 
the king, who ord^ered it to be put into a cistern full 
of watery with me in it, by way of trial ; where 1 

• It should be-*** wai not equal lo it^H^c, ^yS. > 

* JigilizedbyV^OOglC 
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cMtld not manage my two ^uUs, or little oars, for 
want of room. But the queen had before contrived 
another project. She ordered the joiner to make 
a wooden trough of three hundred feet long, fifty 
broad, and. eight deep; which being well pitched, 
to prevent leakuig, was placed on the floor, along 
the wall, in an outer room of the palace. It had a 
cock near the bottom to let out the water, when it 
began to grow stale ; and two servants could easily 
fill it iu half an hour. Here I often used to row 
for my own diversion, as well as that of the queen 
and her ladies, who thought themselves well enter- 
tained with my skitl and agility. Sometimes I 
would put up my sail, and then my business was 
only to steer, while the ladies gave me a gale with 
their fans; and, when they were weary, some of 
their pages would blow my sail forward with their 
breath, while I showed my art, by steering starboard 
or larboard, as I pleased. When I had done. Glum- 
dalciitch always cssried hack my boat into her clo- 
set, and hung it on a nail to dry. 

In this exercise I once met an accident, which 
had like to have cost me my life : for, one of the 
pages having put my boat into the trough, the go^ 
verness who attended Gliimdalclitch, very officious- 
ly lifted me up to place me in the boat, but I hap- 
pened to slip through her fingers, and should infal- 
libly have fallen down forty feet upon the floor^ if, 
by the. luckiest cbanc^ in the world, I had not been 
stopped by a corking-pin, that stuck in the good 
gentlewoman's stomacher ; the head of the pin^ 
passed between my ihirt and the waistband. of my 
breeches, and thu^ I yras held by the middle in the 
air, till Glumdalclitch ran to my relief. 

Another time, one of the servants, whose office 
it was. to fill my trou^ every third day with .fresh 
water, was so careless^ to. let a huge frog (not {^r« 
* It jhottld^e-*' was so.fiarelcss a& to kt/ fce. S. 
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cieving it) slip out of his pail. The frog lay coii* 
cealed till I was put into my boat, but then, seeing 
a resting place, climbed up, and made it lean so 
much on one «ide, that I was forced to balance it 
with all my weight on the other to prevent over- 
turning. When tlie frog was got in, it hopped at 
once half the length of the boat, and then over my 
head, backward and forward, daubing my face and 
clothes with its odious slime. The largeness of its 
features, made it appear the most deformed animal 
that can be conceived. However, 1 desired Glum- 
dalclitch to let me deal with it alone. . I banged it 
a good while with one of my sculls, and at last ibrced 
it to leap out of the boat. 

But the greatest danger I ever underwent in that 
kingdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to one 
of the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalclitoh had 
locked me up in her closet, while she went some- 
where upon business, or a visit, f he weather being 
very warm, the closet-window was left open, as well 
as the windows and the door of my bigger box, in 
which 1 usually lived, because of its largeness and 
conveniency. As I sat quietly meditating at my 
table, I heard something bounce in at the closet- 
window, and skip about from one side to the other : 
whereat although I was much alarmed, yet I ventured 
to look out, but not stirring from my seat ; and thea 
I saw this frolicksome animal frisking and leaping 
up and down, till at last he came to my box, which 
lie seemed to view with great pleasure and curiosity^ 
peeping in at the door and every window, I re-^ 
treated to the farther corner of my room, or box» 
but the monkey looking in at every side put me into 
such a fright, that { wanted presence of mind ta 
conceal myself under tlie bed, as I might easily have 
done. After some time spent in peeping, grinning; 
and chaMering, he at last espied me ; and teaching 
one of bi» paws ia at the door,^ a« a cat doos whea 
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ste plays with a motise, although I often shifted 
place to avoid hitn, he at length seized the lappet of 
xny coat, (which being made of that country silk, 
^'as very thick and strong) and dragged hie out. 
He took me up in his right fore-foot, and held 
Ine as a nurse does a child she is going to suckle, 
just as I have seen the sanio sort of creature do with 
a kitten in Europe : and when I offered to strug- 
gle, he squeezed m^ so hard, that I thought it more 
prudent to submit . I have good reason to believe, 
that he took me for a young one of his own species, 
by his often stroking my face very gently with his 
other paw. In these diversions he was interrupted 
by a noise at the closet-door, as if somebody were 
opening it : whereupon he suddenly leaped up to 
the window, at which he had come in, and thence 
upon the leads and gutters, walking upon three legs, 
and holding me in the fourth, till he* clambered 
up to a roof tliat was next to ours. I heard Glum- 
dalclitch give a shriek at the moment he was car- 
rying me out. The poor gifl was almost distracted : 
that quarter of the palace was all in an uproar; tne 
Servants ran for ladders : the monkey was seen by 
hundreds in the court, sitting upon the ridge of a 
building, holding me like a baby in one of his fore- 
paws, and feeding me with the other by cramming 
Into my mouth some victuals h'e had squeezed out of 
the bag on one side of his chaps, and patting 
nie when I would not eat ; wheneat many of the 
rabble below could not forbear laughing ; neither 
do I think they justly ought to be blamed, for 
without question, the sight was ridiculous enough, 
to every body but myseyi. Some of the people 
threw up stones, hoping to drive the monkey down -^ 
but this was strictly forbidden, or else, very pro-f 
bably^ my brains had been dashed out. 

The ladders were now applied, and mounted by 
several «>en, which the monkey observing, aind fia(i* 
N 2 
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ing himself almost encompassed ; not being able 
to make speed enough with his three legs, let me 
drop on a ridge tile, and made his escape. Here I 
sat for some time, five hundred yards from the 
ground, expecting every moment to be blown down 
by the wind, or to fall by my own giddiness, and 
come tumbling over and over from the ridge to the 
eaves : but an honest lad, one of my nurse's footmen, 
climbed up, and putting me into Jais breeches«pocket, 
brought me down safe. 

I was almost choaked with the filthy stuff the 
monkey had crammed down my throat ; but my 
dear little nurse, picked it out of my mouth with a 
small needle, and then I fell a vomiting, which gave 
me great relief. Yet I was so weak and' bruised in 
the sides with the squeezes given me by this odioHs 
animal, that I was forced to keep my bed a fort- 
night. The king, queen, and all the court, sent 
every day to enquire after my health ; and her ma- 
jesty made me several visits, during my sickness. 
The monkey was killed, and an order made, that ho 
such animal should be kept about the palace. 

When I attended the king after my recovery, to 
return him thanks for his favours, he was pleased 
to rally me a good deal upon this adventure. He 
asked me, *' what my thoughts and speculations were, 
while I lay in the monkey's paw ; how I liked the 
victuals he gave me ; his manner of feeding ; and 
whether the fresh air on the roof, had sharpehed 
my stomach." He desired to know, " what I would 
hkve done upon such an occasion in my own coun- 
try." I told his majesty, " that in Europe we liad no 
monkies except such as were brought for curiosities 
from other places, and so small, that I could deal 
with a dozen of them together, if they presumed to 
attack me. And as for that monstrous aniiual, with 
whom I was so lately engaged (it was indeed as 
large as an elephant) if my fears had svififered me 
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to think so for, as to make use of my hanger (look* 
ing fiercely, and clapping my hand upon the hilt, as I 
spoke) wtien he poked his paw into my chamber, 
perhaps I should have given him such a wound, as 
would have made him glad to withdraw it, with more 
haste than he put it in." This I delivered in a firm 
tone, like a person who was jealous lest his courage 
should be called in question. However, my speech 
produced nothing else besied aloud laughter, which 
all the respect due to his majesty from those about 
him, could not make them contain. This made me 
reflect, how vain an attempt it is, for a man to en- 
deavour to do himself honour among those who are 
out of all degree of equality or comparison with him. 
And yet I have seen the moral of my own behaviour, 
ver}' frequent in England since my return; where 
a little contemptible varlet, without the least title 
to birth, person, wit, or common sense, shall presume 
to look with importance, and put himself upon a 
foot with the greatest persons of the kingdom. 

I was every day furnishing the court witii some 
ridiculous story ; and Glumdalclitch, although sh^ 
loved me to excess, yet was arch enough to inform 
the queen^ whenever I committed any folly, that * 
she thought would be diverting to her majesty. The 
girl, who had been out of order, was carrie(| by her 
governess to take the air about an hour's di^rtahce, 6t 
thirty mfiltw from town. They alighted out of the 
coach near a smsill foot-path in a iield, and 
Ghmadalclitch setting down Iny travelliog box, I 
Went Out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung in the 
path, and I must need try nly activity by attempting 
to leap over it. I took a run, but unfortunately 
jumped short, and found myself just in the middle^ 
tip to my knees. I waded through with sonle difficulty, 
and one of the footmen wiped me as clean as he 
could with* his handkerchief; for I was filthily be- 
iaarei, and^ay oursecoufined me t0J3^.box^ JiH w# 
N 3 
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returned home; where the qu^n was soon informed 
of what had passed, and the footmen spiead it about 
the court; so that all the mirth for some days w^ 
at my expense. 



CHAP. VI. 

SEVERAL COXTRIVA»NCES OF TITE AUTHOR, TO 
PLEASE THE KINO AND QUEEN'. HE SHOWS 
HIS SKILL IN MUSICK. THE KING IN- 
QUIRES INTO THE STATE OF ENGLAND, 
WHICH THE AUTHOR RELATES TO HIM. 
THE king's observations THEREON. 

I USED to attend the king's levee once or twice a 
week, and had often seen him under the barber'^ 
hand, which indeed was at irst very terrible to be- 
hold : for the razor was almost twice as long as an 
ordinary sithe. His majesty, according to the custom 
of the country, was only shaved twice a week. I 
once prevailed on the barber to give me some of the 
suds or lather, out of which I picked forty or fifty 
of the strongest stumps of hair. I then took a piece 
x>i fine wood, and cut it like the back of a comb, 
making several holes in it at equal distances with as 
small a needle as I could get from Glumdalclitch. 
I fixed in the stumpy so artificially, scraping and 
sloping them with my knife toward the points, that 
I niade a very tolerable comb ; which was a season- 
able supply, my own being so much broken in the 
teeth, that it was almost useless : neither did I know 
any artist in that country so nice and exact,. as 
would undertake to make me anotlien 

And this puts me in mind of an amusement, 
wherein I spent many of my leisure houis, I d6^ 
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sired the queen's woman to s^ve for me the comb* 
ings of her majesty's hair, whereof in time I g6t a 
good quantity; 'and consulting with my friend the 
cabinet-maker, who liad received general orders tt> 
do little jobs for me, I directed him to rmake two 
chair-frames, no larger tlian those I had in my box, 
and to bore little holes with a fine awl, round those 
parts where I designed the backs and seats; through 
these holes I wove the strongest hairs I could pick 
out, just after the manner of cane chairs in Eng- 
land. When they were finished, I .made a present 
of them to her majesty ; who kept them in her ca- 
binet, and used to show them for curiosities, as in- 
deed they were the wonder of every one that be- 
held thenv The queeu would have had me sit upon 
one of these chairs, but I absolutely refused to obey 
her, protesting I would rather die a thousand deaths, 
than place a dislionourable part of my body on 
those precious hairs, that once adorned her majesty's 
head. Of these hairs (as I had always a mechanical 
genius) I likewise made a neat little purse, about 
five feet long, with her majesty's name deciphered 
in gold letters, which I gave to Glumdalclitch by 
the queen's consent. To say the truth, it was more 
for show than use, being not of strength to bear the 
weight of the larger coins, and therefore she kept 
nothing in it but some little toys that girls ar« 
fond of. 

The king,' who delighted in musick, hfid frequent 
concer4s at court, to which I was sometimes carried, 
and set in my box on a table to hear them : but tlie 
noise was so great, that I could hardly . distinguish 
tlxe tunes. I am confident, that all tlie< drums and 
trumpets of a royal anay^ .beating and sounding to-« 
gether just at your ears, could not equal it. My 
practice was to have my box removed from the place 
where the performers sat, as far as I could, then to 
:6hot the doofs and windows of it, and drew the win* 
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d^^wK^urtains ; after which I found their muskk not 
disagreeable. 

I bad learned in my youth to play a little upon 
the spinet Glunidalclitch kept one in her cham-^ 
ber, and a master attended twice a week to teach 
h^r : I called it a spinet^ because it somewliat re- 
sembled that instrun^nt, and was played upon in 
the same manner. A fancy came into my head, 
that I would entertain the king and queen widi an 
English tune, upon this instrument. But thb ap- 
peared extremely difficult : for the spinet was near 
sixty feet long, each key being almost a foot wide, 
so that with my arms extended J could not reach 
to above five keys, and to press them down re* 
quired a good tonart stroke with my fist, which 
wouW be too great a labour, and to no purpose. 
The niethod I contrived was this : I prepared two 
round sticks afcout the bigiieis of common cudgels ; 
they were thicker at^one end than tlie other, and I 
Covered the thicker ends,* with pieces of a mouse's 
skin that by rapping on them, I might neither damage 
the tops of the keys, nor Interrupt the sound. 
Before the sjpinet a bench was placed about four 
feet below the keys, and I was put upon the b€?nch. 
f ran sidHng upon it that way and this, as fast as L 
could, banging the proper kej^s with my two sticks^ 
tmd made a shift to play a jig, to the g^eat aatisfac* 
tion of both their majesties ; but it was the most 
violent exercise I ever* underwent ; and yet L could 
not strike a:bove sixteen' keys, ^nor consequently play 
tlie bass and' treble together, as other artists do ; 
which was a great disadvantage to my performance. 

The king, who, as I before olfeerved, 'was a prince 
of excellent understanding, would frequently order 
that I should be brought in my box, and ^et upoa 
the table in his closet r he would then command ih€ 
to bring one ofmychah-s out of the* box, and. sit 
down within thrtse yavds disiance ^|io&;^ top of 
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the cabinet, which thought me almost to a level 
MFiih his face. In tliis manner I had seveiral con- 
versations with him. I one day took, the freedom 
to tell his majesty," that the contempt he discovered 
towards Europe, and the rest of the world, did not 
seem answerable to tiiose excellentqualitiesof mind, 
that he was master ef : that reason did not extend 
itself with the bulk of the body : on the contrary, 
we observed in our country, yiat the tallest persons 
were usually least provide<l with it : that among 
other animcds^ bees and ants had the reputation of 
more industry, art, and sagacity, than many of tlie 
larger kinds ; and that, as inconsiderable as he took 
me to be, I hoped I mi^t live to do his majesty 
some signal service." Tlie king heard n>e with at- 
tention, and began to conceive a much better opi- 
nion of me than he had ever before. He de8ii;ed " I 
would give him as exact an account of the govern** 
ment of England as I possibly could; because, as 
fond as princes commonly are of their own customs, 
(for so he conjectured of other monarchs by my 
former discourses) he should be glad to hear of any 
thing that might deserve imitation.'' 

Imagine wi^ thyself, courteous reader, how often 
I then willed for the tongue of Demosthenes or 
Cicero, that might have enabled me to celebrate the 
praise of my own dear native country, in a style 
equal to its merits and felicity. 

I began my discourse by informing his majesty, 
that our dominions consisted of two islands, which 
coii)|>o8ed three mighty kingdoms, under one sove- 
reign, beiide our plai^tions in America. I dwelt 
long upon the fertility of our soil, and the tempe- 
ra|ure of our climate. I then spoke at large upon 
the constitution of an E^ish parliament ; partly 
madf up of an illustrious body, called the house of 
peers^ pei-sonsof the noblest blood, and of the most 
ancient and ample patrimonies. I described that 



«xtraordtiiaiy care always taken of their educatiofi 
in arts and arms, to qualify them for being coun^ 
feellors both to the king and kingdom; to have a 
share in the legislaturie ; to be members of the high- 
est court of judicature, whence there can be no 
appeal ; and to be champions always ready for the 
defence of their prince and country, by their valour, 
conduct, and fidelity. That these- were the orna- 
ment and bulwark of the kingdom, worthy followers 
of their roost renovmed ancestors, whose honour 
bad been the reward of their virtue, from which 
their posterity were never once known to degenerate* 
To these were joined several holy persons, as part 
fef that assembly, under the tide of bishops ; whose 
peculiar business it is to teke careof religion, and of 
those who instruct the people therein. Hiesewcr^ 
ieiarched and ^sought out through the whole nation, 
by'tb6 prince and his wid^t counsellors, among sucti 
6{ the priesltiood as were most deservedly distin- 
guished by the sanctity Df fheir lives, and the depth 
bf their eruditioh; wlio ^ere indeed the spiritual 
fethers of tlie clergy and the peojile. 

That the other part of the parliament consisted 
6f an assembly, called the house of comftions, who 
^erc all principal gentlemen, finely picked and culled 
Otit by the peoplfe themselves, fhrtheii»greay abilities 
fend loife of their country, to represent 'ttife 'wisdom 
of the whole nation. And that th^se two IxVdies 
ihade up the most atigust ksieinblyf in Europe ; 
to whom, in conjunction with the prince, the :whbW 
l6gMlkture is c6nHliiUed; 

I then descended to the ctowrt of'jttstiee; a^ief 
t»hich, thfe judges, thos<5 venerable sages and in- 
terpreters of the law, presided, fOrd^terinfning the 
disputed rights and pm^erties of men, as well as 
for' the punishment o^ vice, and protttetioh'of inno- 
ceiicie. I mentioned the prudent mittnagement of 
bur treasury ; the ralour and Achievements^ *eur 
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forces, by sea and laod. I computed the numbet 
of our people, by reckoning how many milions thero 
might be of each religious sect, or political party 
among us. I did not omit even our sports and pas* 
times, or any other particular, which I thought mieht 
redound to the honour of my country. And I 
iinished all with a brief historical account of af- 
fairs and events in England for about a hundred 
years past. 

This conversation was not ended under five audi- 
ences, each of several hours; and the king heard 
the whole with great attention, frequently taking 
notes of what I spoke, as well as memorandums of 
what questions he intended to ask me. 

When I had put an end to these long discourses^ 
his majesty, in a sixth audience* consulting his notes, 
proposed many doubts, queries, and objections, upon 
every article. He asked, " what methods were used 
to cultivate the minds and bodies of our young no- 
bility, and in what kind of business 4:hey commonly 
spent the first, and teachable ptirt of tlieir lives^ 
What course was taken to supply that assembly, 
when any noble fia.mily became extinct ? What 
qualifications were necessary in those who arcsto be 
created new lords : whether the humour of the 
princ^ a sum of money to a court lady, or a design 
of strenghening a party opposite to the public in- 
terest, ever happened ta be motives in those advance- 
ments ? What share of knowledge these lords had 
in the laws of their country, and how they came by 
it, so as to enable them to decide the properties of 
their feUow-subjects, in the last resort? .Whether 
they were always so free from avarice, partialities or 
want, that a bribe, or some other sinister view, could 
have no place among them ? Whether those holy 
lords I spcrfte of, were always promoted to that 
rank, upon account of their knowledge in religious 
matteis, and the laactity of their lives ; had never 
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been compilers with the times, while they were 
common priests ; or slavish prostitute chaplains t6 
some nobleman, whose opinicms they continued 
servilely to follow, after they were admitted into 
that assembly ? 

He then desired to know, ** what arts were prac- 
tised in electing those whom I called commoners : 
vrhetiier a stranger, with a strong purse, might not 
influence the vulgar voters, to choose him before 
their own landlord, or the most considerable gen- 
tleman, in the neighbourhood ? How it came to 
pass, that people were so violently bent upon get- 
ting into this assembly, which I allowed to be a great 
trouble and expense, often to the ruin of their fami^ 
lies, without any salary or pension ; because this 
appeared such an exalted strain of virtue and pub- 
lick spirit, that his majesty seemed to^ doubt it 
might possibly not be always sincere ?" And he de- 
sired to know, *' whether such zealous gentlemen 
could have any views of refunding themselves for 
the charges and trouble they were at, by sacri- 
iicing the publick good to the designs of a weak and 
vicious prince, in conjunction with a corrupted mi- 
nistry ?" He inultiplied his questions, and siftod me 
thoroughly upon every part of this head, propos- 
ing numberless inquiries and objections, which I 
think it not prudent or convenient to repeat. 

Upon what I said in relation to our courts of 
justice, his mitjesty desired to be satisfied in several 
points :• and this I was ihe better abid to do, having 
been formerly almost mined by a long suit la chan- 
cery, which' was decreed lor me with costs. He, 
asked ^' what time was usually spent in determining 
between right and wrong, and wi^at^dagree of ex- 
pense ? Whether advocates and orators had liberty 
to plead in causes, manifestly known, to be iii^iiist, 
vexatious, or oppressive ? Whethecparty^-in tsUgion 
or politicks, were observed to be jol ai^y.^weigfat iu 
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fixe scide of justice ) Whether those pleading orators, 
\|rere persons educated in the general knowledge of 
equity, or only in prpvincial, national, and other 
local customs ? Whether they or their judges bad 
any part in penning those laws, which they assumed 
the liberty of interpreting, and glossing upon at their 
pleasure ? Whether they had ever, at different times, 
pleaded for and against the same cause, and cited 
precedents to prove contrary opinions? Whether 
they were a rich, or a poor corporation ? Whether they 
received any pecuniary reward for pleading, or de«* 
liveri^g t^eir opinions ? And particularly, whether 
they wer^ ever admitted as members in the lower 
fieuate ? 

He fell next upon the management of our trea* 
.9ury ; and said, ^* he thought my memory had failed 
me, because I computed our taxes at about five or 
six i^illions a year, and when I came to mention thje 
jssjifes, he fpund th^y sometimes amounted to more 
than double ; for the notes he had taken were very 
partivmlar^ this point, because he hoped, as he 
told m,e, ^at Ijbe knowled^ of our conduct might 
be useful to l^iw^ and he could not be deceived ip 
his calci^l^ions. But, if what I told him were tru^, 
he .wa^ stjill at a loss, how a kingdom could run oiii 
of its^tate, like a piivate person/^ He asked m^, 
** who wer* our creditors ; and where we fouivi 
money to pay them ^'' He wondered to hear me tal^ 
of such clji^rgeable and expensive wars; *< that cer« 
tainly we must be a ^uarrelsonie people, ojt live 
iunong very bad neighbours, and that our generals 
must needs be richer than our kings. He asked 
*^ what business we had out of our owq islands, unless 
upon the score of trade, or treaty, or to defend the 
coasts with our fleetr Above all,he^was amazed to hear 
me t^k of a mercenary standing army, in^the midst 
of peace, and among a free people. He said, f< if 
we were governed by our own consent, in the per- 

VOL^ IK* O ^''"^'''''' ^^^ 
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sons of our representatives, he could not imagine 
of whom we were afraid, or against whom we were 
to fight ; and would hear my opinion, whether a 
private man's house, might not better be defended 
by himself, his children, and family, than by half a 
dozen rascals, picked up at a venture in the streets, 
for small wages, who might get a hundred times 
more by cutting their throats ?" • 

He laughed at my "odd kind of arithmetick," as 
he was pleased to call it, *• in reckoning the numbers 
of our people, by a computation drawn from the se- 
veral sects among us, in religion and politicks.*' 
He said, *' he knew no reason why those, \'^ho enter- 
tain opinions prejudicial tp the public, should hie 
obliged to change, or should not be obliged to con- 
ceal them. And as it was tyranny in any govern- 
ment, to require the first, so it was weakness, not to 
enforce the second : for a man may be allowed to 
keep poisons in his closet, but not to vend them 
about for cordials.'' 

He observed, ** that among the diversions of our 
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming ; he 
desired to know at what age this entertainihent was 
usually taken up, and when it wa^ laid dpwn ; how 
much of their time it employed : whether it ever 
went so high as to aflfect their fortunes ; whether 
mean vicious people, by their dexterity in that art, 
might not arnve at great riches, and sometimes keep 
our very nobles in depend ance, as well as habituate 
them to vile companions ; wholly take them from 
the improvement of their minds, and forie them, by 
the losses they * received, to learn and practise that 
infamous dexterity upon others." 

He was perfectly astonished, with the historical 
account I gave him of our affairs, during the last 
century ; protesting, " it was only a heap of cori- 

• Receiyins n loss, is certainly not a good expression j it 
ahonW be, « the losses they sustained.* S. _ 
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spiracles, rel^ellioos, murdere, ma^sacre% revolutionSy 
banishments, the very worst effects thaj. avarice, fac- 
tion, hypocrisy, perfidiousness, cruelty, rage, mad- 
ness, hatred, enty, lust, malice, and ambition, could 
produce," 

His majesty, in another audience, was at the pains 
to recapitulate the sum of all I had spoken ; com- 
pared the questions he made, with the answers I had 
giVen ;. theff taking me into his hands, and stroking 
me .gently, delitered himself in these words, which 
I shail never forget, nor the mianner he spoke them 
in: ** My little friend Gfildrig, youhave made amest 
admirable panegyrick upon your country ; you have 
clearly proved, that ignorance, idleness, and vice, 
are the proper ingredients for qualifying a legis- 
lator *, that laws are best explained, interpreted, and 
applied, by those whose interest and abilities lie in 
pen^erting, confounding, arid eluding them. I ob- 
serve among you some lines of an institution, which 
in its original might have been tolerablf , but these 
half erased, and the rest wholly blurred and blot- 
ted by corruptions. It does not appear, from all 
you have said, how any one perfection is required, 
toward the procurement of any one station among, 
you; much less, that men are ennobled, on accouut 
of their virtue ; that priests are advanced, for their 
piety or learning ; soldiers, for their conduct or 
valour; judges. For their integrity; senators, for the 
love of their country; or counsellors, for their 
wisdom. As for yourself,'' continued the king, 
•' who have spent the greatest part of your life in 
travelling, I am well disposed to hope you may hi- 
therto have escaped many vices of your country. 
But by what I have gathered from your own relation, 
and the answers I have with much pains* wringed 
and extorted from yoo, I cannot but conclude the 
bulk of your natives to be, the most pernicious race 
• Instead of « wringed,' it should have beeii, * wrung,* ^ 
" 02 " ^^^-^ 
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of little odiotis vermin, that nature ever sufi<(red td 

crawl upon the surface of the earth." 
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CHAP. VII. 



THB author's LOV» dT HIS COUKtKT. KE 
MAkES A PROPOSAL OF MUCH ADVAHTAOE TO 
THE KING, WHICH IS REJECTED. THE itllfo's 
ORBAT IGNORANCE IN. POLITICKS. THE 
XEARNINO op that COUNTRY VERY IMP£R<« 
PECT AND CONPINED. THE LAWS, AND MW 
I.ITARY APPAIRS» AND PARTIES IN THE 
STATE. 

Nothing but an extreme love of truth, could 
have hindered me from concealing this part of my 
story. It was in vain to discover my resentments, 
which were always turned into ridicule ; and I was 
forced to rest with patience while my no^le and be- 
loved country, was so injuriously treated. I am as 
Heartily sorty, as any of my readers can possibly 
be, that.silch an occasion was given : but this prince 
happened to be so curious and inquisitive upon every 
particular, that it could not consist either with grati* 
tude or good manners,; to refuse giving him whai 
satisfaction I was able. Yet thus much I may be 
allowed to say in my own vindication, that I artfully 
eluded many of his questions, and gave to every 
point a more favourable turn, by many degrees, than 
the strictness of truth would allow. For I have 
always born that laudable partiality to my own coun'* 
iiy, which Dionysius Halicamassensis, with so much 
Justice, recommends to an historian : I would hid^ 
the frailties and deformities of ray political mother, 
and place her virtues and beia^uties m the most ad- 
vautageous light. This was my sincere endeavour^ 
in those many discourses I had with that mon^ch, 
filthough it unfortunately failed of success.. 
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But great allowances should be given to a king,' 
Vfho liv^s wholly secluded from the rest of the world, 
and must therefore be altogether anacquainied witit 
the manners and customs, that most prevail in* 
otlier nations: the want of which knowledge, will 
ever produce, many prejudices, ^id a certain nar- 
rowness of thinking, ftom which, we, and the politer 
countri^ of Europe, are wholly exemj^ted. And it 
would be hard indeed, if so remote a prince's notions 
of virtue and vice, were to be offered as a standard 
ior bH mankind. 

To confirm what I have now said, and farther to 
show th^ miserable effeets of a confined education, 
I shall here insert a passage, which will hardly obtain 
belief. In hopes to ingratitate myself farther into 
his majesty's favour, I tojd tim of " an invention, 
discovered between three and. four hundred years 
ago, to make a certain powder, iaio a heap of 
which, the snlallest spark of fire falling, wpuld kindle 
the whole in a moment, although it were as big as 
a mountain, and make it all fly up in the air ^toge- 
ther, with a noise and agitation greater than thunder. 
That a proper quantity of this powder rammed into 
a hollow tube of brass or iron, according to its bigness, 
would drive a ballofir.OBor lead^ with such violence 
and speed, as nothing was able to sustain its force. 
That t^e largest balls thus discharged, would not 
only destroy w^le ranks of an army at once, but 
batter, the strongest walls to the grounds sink down 
ships, with a thousand men in each, to the bottom of 
the sea ; and when linked4;ogether by a clmin, would 
cut tlirougk masts and rigging, divide liundreds of 
bodies in the middle, and lay all waste before them.' 
That we often put this powder into large hollow 
balls of iron, and discharged them by an engine into 
fiome city we were besieging, which would rip up 
the pavements, tear the houses to pieces, burst and 
tbrow spUntera on every side, dashing, out the bj[ains 
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of all who came near. That I kneirthe ingfedtelits 
Very well, which were cheap and commen ; I udder< 
stood the manner of compounding them, and coul^ 
direct his workmen how to make those tubes, of a 
size proporti<m^le to all other things in his majest/s 
kingdom, and the largest need not be above a hun^ 
dred feet long ; twenty or thirty of which tnbes^ 
charged with the proper quantity of powder and 
ballsy would batter down the walls of the strongest 
town in his dominions, in a few hours, or destroy 
the whole metropolis, if ever it should pretend to 
dispute his absolute commands. This I humbly of« 
fered to his majesty, as a small tribute <^ acknow- 
ledgment, in return of so many marks that I had re*« . 
ceivedt of his royal favour and protection.'^ 

The king was struck with horror at the descrip* 
tion I bad giv^n of those terrible engines, and the . 
proposal I had made. *' He was amased, h<iw so 
impotent and groveting an insect as V* (these were 
his expressions) *' could entertain such inhuman- 
ideas; and in so familiar a manner, as to appear 
wholly unmoved at all the scenes oi blood and desola* 
tion, which I had pamted, as the common effects of . 
tliose destructive machines r wher«of,'% he saidy^ 
*^ some evil g^itus, enemy to mdnkind^ must have 
been the first contriver. A^for himself, he protested^ 
that although few things ddigjit^ him so much, as' 
new discoveries in art or in natttre* yet he would 
rather lose half his kingdom, than be privy to such 
a secret ; whicl;i he commanded me, td I valued my 
life, never to mention any more.** 

A strange effect of narrow principles and views ! * 
that a prince possessed of every quality which pro- 
cures veneration, love, and 'esteem ; of strong parts, 
great wisdom, and profound learning, endowed with ' 
admirable talents, and almost adored by his subjects, • 
should from a nice unnecessary scruple, whereof in 
Burope we can have no conceptioui. let t^p jBkn op«« 
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|^6rtamty ^ut \nt<y his hands^ that would hkve made 
him absolutely master of the lives, the liberties, and 
the foHnnes of his people. Neither do I say this, 
\»ith the least intention to detract from the many 
Virtues of that ^cellent king, whose character, I 
am sensible, will^ on this account, be very much les'^ 
sened in the opinion of an English reader: but I takd 
this delect among them to hare risen from their ig- 
faomnce, by not liaving hitherto reduced politicks 
into a science, as the more acute wits, of Europ^ 
have done. For, I i'emember very well, in a disi 
course one day with the king, when I happened to 
say " there were several thousand books among u^ 
Written upon die art of government," it -gave him 
(directly contrary to my intention) a very mean opi- 
nion of Our understandings. He professed both to 
abominate and despise all mystery, refinement, and 
intrigue, either in a prince or a minister. He could 
not tell what I meant by secrets of state, where an 
eneihy, or some rival nation, were not in the case. 
He confined the knowledge of governing within very 
naf)t>w bounds, to Qommon sense and reason, to jus- 
tice and lenity, to the speedy determination of civil 
and criminal causes ; with some other obviods to^- 
]ytekd, which ent not worth considering. And he 
^kre it for hiS bpihion, " that whoever coidd make 
two ears of corn, or two blades of grass, to grow 
upon a spot of ground, where only one grew b^ore,,' 
would deserve Miter of mankind, and oo more es-' 
i^Atial service to his country, than tlie whole race* 
of politicians put together." 

The learning of this people is very tJefective : 
consisting only in morality, history, poetry, and ma- 
thematicks, wherein they must be allowed to excel. ' 
But the last of these^- is wholly applied to what may ' 
be useful in life, to the improvement of agriculture, 
and all mechanieal arts; sO that among us, it would 
be little esteemed. And as lb i|^^^ jiitl^e^i a^- 
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stractioDs, and transcendentals, I could never drivf 
the least coaceptioa* into tlieir lu^ads. 

No law of that country, must exqeed in- words^ 
the number of letters in their alphabet, which con- 
sists only of two and twenty. But indeed few of 
them extend even to that length. They are ex.* 
pressed in the mos^ plain and simple terms, wbereia 
those people are not mercurial enough to discover 
above one interpretation : and .to write a comi»ent 
upon any law, is a capital crime. As to the decision 
of civil causes, or proceedings against crioiinals, their 
precedents are so few, that they have little reason to 
boast of any extraordinary skill in. either. 

They have had tli^ art of printing, as well as the 
Chinese, time out of mind : but their libraries are 
not very large ; for that of tiie king, which is reck- 
oned the largest,, does not amount to above a thou- 
sand volumes, placed in a gallety of twelve hundred 
feet long, whence 1 had liberty to borrow what 
books I pleased. The queen s joiner had contrived 
in one of Glumdalclitch's rooms, a kind of wooden 
machine five and twenty feet high, formed hke a 
standing ladder, the steps were each fifty feet long: 
it was indeed a moveable pair of stairs, the lowest 
end placed at ten f&et distanpe from the wall of the 
chamber. The book I had a mind to read, was put 
V'p leaning against tlie wall : I ^r^t mounted to tt^e 
upper step of the ladder, and turning my fa^e to- 
wards the book^ began at the top of the page, and 
so walking to the right and left about eight or ten. 
paces, according to the length of the lines, till { had. 
gotten a little below the level of mine eyes, and 
then descending gradually till I came to the bot«v 
tom : after which L mounted again, and began the 
other page in the same manner, and so turned over 

*It should be, * I could never diiie thf Ic^st coacq^tioil * 9^ , 
them' imo their heads.' S. ' 
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tfae leaf^ whkh I eoold easily do with iooth my 
luuidsy ioi it was M thick and stiff a9 a pa^te-board, 
and in ^ krgeat fcdids aotaboye eighteen or twenty 
feet long. 

' Their style is olear^ masculine, and smooth, but 
n^t dorid ; for they avoid nothing more than mul* 
tiplying unnecessary words^oru!(ing vwrious expre^«« 
morn. I Imve perused many of their books, espe** 
clialfy those in histoyy wad tnorality. Among the 
rest, I was much drverttd with a little old treatise^ 
which always lay in Ghimdakditch's bed-chamber^ 
and belonged to her goTemess, a grave elderly gen* 
tleivoman,- wlio dealt in writings of morahty and 
devotion. The bbok treats of the weakness of hu-* 
man kind, and is in little esteem, except among the 
women and the wigKr^ However, I was curiou^ 
to see what an author of that country could say 
iipon such a subject; Thb writer went through 
all the usual topicks of European moralists, showing 
^' how diminutive, contemptible, and helpless an ani^ 
mal was man iti hb own nature ; how unable to 
defend himself from inclemencies of the air, or the 
fury of wiki beasts : how mUch he was excelled by 
one creatuise in strength, by another in speed, by a 
third in fdtesight, Isy aiiEiarth in industry/' He added, 
** thait natUre^ was degenerated in these latter de-» 
coining ages .of the world, and could n«w produce 
only small abortive births, in comparison of those 
ih ancient tlih^/' He said, " it was very reason- 
akde to think, not only that the species of men were 
origini^y diuoh larger, but also that there mtist hitve 
been gitet» in former ages ; which, as it is asserted 
by history and tradition, ^ it has been confirmed 
l^ huge bdn^ And sculk, easuallv dug tip in sevef al 
|)arts of the kingdom, far- exceeding the commori 
dwindled race of men in our days." He argued, 
** thai the very laws of nature, absolutely required 
we should have been made, in the beginning eim 
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size B^r^ 14«g^ at^d robottyinot «oIli|bble to destruo-^* 
t>on from ew^ry little aiaudent^ ofiatile falling from' 
a hou^, oc a stone cast fiiotti the hand of a boy, on 
being drowned in a little brook/' From this Way* 
of reasoning, the author drew several moral ^appli- 
cations, liseful in the conduct of life, but* needless 
bere.io repeat. For my own part, T cou|d npV 
avoid Teidectiag hoKv univetsally -tfiis talent, ^was 
spread, of /drawing leetuDes ia RMmlity, or hnked* 
rather jtiatter of disconteht and. repining* froii.the 
quarrels we raise wlthBitnre* «And I beheire, upon 
a strict inquiry, those quarrels might be shown as 
ill grounded* among us, as they are among that 
people*. ... 

As to tlieir military affairs, they boast that.tbe 
king's army cbnsists of a hundred and seventy^six 
tliousand foot, and thirty^two thousand horse : if 
that may be called an anny, which is . made- up of 
tradesmen in the several cities, and larmers in the 
country, whose commanders are only the nobility 
and gentry, without pay or reward. They are in- 
deed perfect enough in their exercises, and under 
very good discipline, wh^ein I Baw no great merit r 
for how should it be otherwise, where ev^ry farmer 
is under the commaad of his own iandlord, and 
. eviery cit^en under that of the principal men in his 
own city, (thosen after the maimer of Venice, by 
ballot ? ' 

I have often seen the mditia of Lorbru^rud, 
drawn out. to exercise. in .a great field near the city 
of titenty miles square. They \iwre in all not above 
twenty-five thousand foot, and six thousand horse ; 

• The author's zcal^to justify Providence hat before been re- 
marked 5 and these quarrels with nature, or in other words 
%vith God, could not have been more forcibly reproved than by 
Showingjthat the complaints iipon which they are founded, would 
be e«jM?lly specious among beings of sucsh astonishing superiority 
nf «tata]rc and strength. .H. 
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Viit'it.was'imposdibte for me to compute their num4 , 
ber, coHsid^ng the space of ground they took ap. 
A cavaMetj mounted on a large steed, mi^htbc abont 
hmety feet' high. I have' seen this whole body of 
horse ii^on a word of command^ draw their swords 
at once, and bralidish them in the air. Iniagina** 
tion cah'figure nothing so grand, so surprising, and so 
Astonishing! it looked as if ten thousand flashes of 
lightning, were darting at the same time j from every 
quarter of the sky. 

* I was curious to know how this prince, to whose 
dominions there is no access from any other coun- 
try, came to think of armies, or to tesich his people 
the practise of military discipline. But I was soop 
informed, both by conversation, and reading their 
histories ; for, in thie course of many ages, they have 
teen troubled with the same disease, to which th^ 
^hole race of mankind is subject ; the nobility often 
contending for power, the people for liberty, and 
the king for absolute dominion. All which, however 
happily tempered by the laws of that kingdom, have 
' been sometimes violated by eadh of the tiiree parties, 
and have more than once occasioned civil wars ; 
the last whereof, was happily put an end to, by this 
prince's grandfather, in a general cdmposition ; and 
the militia, then settled with common consent, has 
.been ever since kept in the strictest duty. 
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THE KlNO AND QtTEEN MAKE A FRO&REBS TO 

' THE FRONTIERS. THE AUTHOR ATTENDS 

THEM, THE MANNER IN WHICH HE iSAVES 

THE COUNTRY 'VERY PARTICULARLY ilE** 

LATEt). HE RETURNS TO ENGLAND. 

. J H AD jdways a strong impulse, that I should some 
tune recover my liberty, though it was Jnipossible 



to cemjeGfure by what oBCave, <xr to iQtm afiyprcH 
jeot, with the lieast hope of tucceedifjA^ . Tb^ fhip 
in wliich I ^iled, was tti6 first ev^er hfl^wn tQ l^ 
driven within sig)it of that coast^ aod tbe hin^ hod 
given fitiict 9r<iers^ ^ that '^ ats^ny timt 9f20jtb^ Apt 
peared, it should be taken adi.or«, mi witb «tt ii$ 
crew and passengers, brought in 9 tiamblll t^ l^r 
brulgrud/' He was strongly beot togtt ^le a won^an 
pf my own size, by whom I might propagate th« 
breed : but I think I should rathjex ^ave cUed, tb9U 
undergone the disgrace, of ieaving^ap^^sjt^ity toi be 
kept in cageS; like taine canary birds, $fiji porbap^ 
in tin^e, sold about th* kbgdom, to perfOfis of 
quality, for cariosities. I was iadeed treated wUb 
much kindness; I yma the fayourite of a great king 
and queen, and the deiiglit of th^ wb<^f oourt ; 
but it was upon such a foot, as ill becamie the dig^- 
nity of human kind« I could never forget those 
domestick pledges I had left behind me. I wanted 
to be among people,, witii whom I could conver^^ 
upon even terms, and walk about Hit streets a»d 
£elds, without being afraid jof being trod to dea^ 
like a frog or a youi^ puppy. But my d^i^ranf^i^ 
came sooner than I expected, aod jn a manocr IM^ 
very-conmion: the wliole story mod mQ^v^iiti$am^ 
of wjiich, I shall ifJEUibfttHy relate. 

I had now been two years in thiai^uAUy; mi 
about the beginning of tlia third, Glumdalclitch 
and I attended the king and queen, in a progress to 
the South coast of tlie kingdom. I was carried as 
usual^ in m^ travelling Imc, w:bic^, m I i|»ava id* 
ready d«scnb^, was a very convenient closet^ of 
CweWe fe^ wide. And I bad ordered a l^mmock 
to \>e £xed, by silken ropes, Irom the ^ur corners 
at the top to break the jolto, wh?n a servant car- 
ried me before him, on hqrseback, as I sometimes 
desired ; and would often sleep in my hanttnocl^ 
while we were upontbe road. On the roof ofmy clos&t^ 



not directiy over the middle of the hammock, I or- 
dered the joiner taecd; out a bole of afoot square, to 
give me air in hot weather, as I slept; which 'hole 
I shut at pleas^e with a board that drew backward 
and forward through a groove. 

When we came to ©ur journey's end, the king 
thought proper to pass a few days at a palace he has 
IM^rFlaDslasnic, a cjLtywitiiin eighteen En^ish miles. 
•f the sea-side. Glumdalclitch and I were much 
fiitigued: I had gotten ar^mall cold, but the poor 
girl was so ill as to be confined to her chamber. I 
fongod to ace the ocean, which must be the only 
scene of my escape, if ever it should happen, I pre- 
tended to be wotse than I really was, and desire j 
leave to take the Iresh air of the sea, with a page, 
whom I was very fond of, and who had sometimes 
been trusted wifli me.. I shall never forget with 
Hrhat unwillingness Glumdalclitch consented, nor . 
#ie strict charge she gave the pag^ to be careful of 
Bie, bursting, at the same time into a flood of tears, 
as if she had some fotebpding of what was to hap- 
pen. The boy took me out in my box, about half 
an hour's walk from the palace, towards the rocks 
on the sea-shore. I ordered him to set me down, 
and lilting up one of my sashes, cast many a wistfut 
Aekncholy took towards tlie sea. J found myself 
»ot very vell> iWid told the page that I had a mind 
to take a nap in my hammock, w^hich I hoped would 
do me good. 1 got in, and the bo]^ shut the window 
close down, to keejp o^t the cold. I soon fell asleep, 
and all I can conjecture is, whilp I slept, th^ p^ge, 
^inkinsno danger CQuld happen, went among the 
locks to look for birds eggs, having before observed 
him from my wi^dpw searc^^ing about, and picking 
up one or two in the clefts. Be that as it will, I found 
myself suddenly awaked with a violent pull upon 
the ring, wfaicb wn^ fastened at the top of my box, 
fQT the convenience Qf carriage* I fdl my box raised 
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yery hig)i in the air, aiid then bom forward 
prodigious • spt^edL The first jolt had like to ha've 
shaken me. out of my hammock, but afterward the 
motioo was easy enoiigh. I called ^ut several times; 
as loud as I could raise my voice, but aU to no fAnf? 
pose. I looked towards my windows, ,and'Could i^ee 
hothing'bu t the clouds aod sky. 1 heard a noise juA 
over my head, hke the clapping of wings, and . ttoii 
began to perceive the woful condition! was in,'th^ 
some eagle had got tlie ring of my box in hie beaik^ 
with an intent, ^ to let it fall on a rock like a, tor* 
toise in a shell, smd then pick out my body, aiMl 
devour it: for the sagacity and smell oi this 'bifl}d» 
enabled him to discover his quarry at a.-greatdi3taiiee^* 
though better concealed than I codid be *\vitiiiii 
a two-inch board, ' ; 

In a little time, I observed the noise and flutter 
of wings to increase veiy fast, and my box was toss^A 
up and down, .like a sign in a windy day. I hear4 
several bangs ox buffets, as I thought, given to tht 
eagle (for such I am certain it must have been that* 
held the ring of my box in his t)eak) and then, all on 
a sudden, felt myself falling- perpendicularly da\m, 
for above a^ minute, but with such incredible swift- 
aess, tliat I almost lost my breath. ,My fall was 
stopped by a terrible squash, tliat sounded louder t» 
my ears than the cataract of Niagara;* after which^ 
I was quite in the dark for anotlier minute,- and thea 
my box began to rise so high, that I could see light 
from the tops of the windows, I now perceived I 
wa§^ fallen into the sea. My box, by the weight of 
my body, the goods that were. in, and the. broad 
plates of iron fixed for strengtli at the four corners 

• This cataract is produced by the fall of .1 cpnflux of water 
(formed of the four vast lakes of Canad >; fvom a rocky preci* 
•pice, the perpendicular hesght of which is' one Uinhcd and 
thirty-seven feeC) and ic is sad to hive betn l<eardfif een 
Ip^gues. H. ' . I" •• > .^ 
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fdr.tfte top toci bottotn, floated about five feet deej;^ 
io water. I did then^ and do now 6uppose» that the 
eagle ^\fhi€h flew aw^ with my- box, was pursued b^ 
tvabr three ot^r*, and forced- to4et toe drop, while 
kfcde%ndcd4miseif tigainst th&vest, who hoped to 
share in the prey. The plates of iron fastened, at 
Ibebotto&ofthe box (forthose were the strongest,) 
preserred the balance while it fell, and hindered it 
firom being' broken on the surfece of the water. 
Every joint of^ it was w«U grooved ; and the door 
liid not mon^ofil hinges^ but up and down like a sash; 
whifl^ kept my oloset so tight that ^'^ry little water 
eam^e in. I g©t with-much diffieulty out of my ham<^ 
Kocky having lirst ventured to draw back 'the slip- 
board on the roof already raentioned, contrived on 
puxpose to let in air, for want of which 1 found my* 
self abnoststifted. 

tkxw often did I then wish myself with my dear 
Glumdalclitch^ from whom one single hour had so 
far divided me ! And I may say with truth, that iri 
the midst of my own misfortunes I oould not for- 
bear lamentdiigmy poor nurse, the grief she would 
saSer for my loss, tlie displeasure of the queen, and 
the ruin of. her fortune. Perhaps many travelliers 
have not been under greater difiicttlties and distress 
than I was at. this juncture, expecting every moment 
to see my box dashed to pieces, or at least overset 
by the first violent blast, or rising wave; A breach 
in one single pane of glass, would have been imme- 
diate death: nor couid any thing have preserved the 
windows, but the. strong lattice wires placed on the 
outside, against accidents in travelling. I saw the 
water ooee in at several crannies, although the leaks 
were, not considerable, and I endeavoured to stop 
them as well as I could. I was not able to lift up 
the roof of my closet, wiucli, otherwise I certainly 
should have .iiQiie,-^nd set on the top of it ; wherel 
XBaight. at least preserve myself so^^bsur^ longer^ 
P2 
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tbao by being ebut up (as I may caU it) in the hbl4# 
..Or, if I escaped these dang^r9 for . It day or twa« 
what could I expect, but a miserable ideaUi of cold 
And hunger ? I was four hours under tbeee circum^ 
stances, expecting, and indeed wishing, every me^ 
ment to be my last. 

I have already told the reader, that there went 
iwo strong staples fix^d upon that side of my b<ni 
which had no window, and into which, the servant 
who used ^o carry me on horseback^ would put A 
leathern belt, and buckle it about his waist. Being 
in this disconsolate state, I heard, or at least thdngbt 
I heard, some kind of grating noise on that side of 
my box, where the staples were fixed ; and soon 
after I began to faney,that the box was pulled of 
towed along in the sea; for I now and then felt s 
sdrt of tugging, which made the waves rise near 
the tops of my windows, leaving me almost in the 
dark. This gave me some faint liopes of reli^^ 
although I was not able to imagine how it could b^ 
brought about. I ventured to unscrew one of my 
chairs, which were always fastened to the floor ; 
and having made a bard shift to screw it down again# 
directly under the slipping-board that I had lately 
opened, I mounted on the chair, and putting my 
mouth as near as I could to the hole, | called (ai 
help in a loud voice, and in all the languages I un^ 
derstood. I then fastened my handkerchief to « 
stick I usually carried, and thrusting it up the hole^ 
waved it feveral times in the air, thatif atiy boat or 
ship were near, the seamen might conjecture some 
unhappy mortal to be shut up in the box. 

I found no effect from all I could do^ but plainly 
perceived my closet to be moved along; and in tiie 
8t>a6e of an hour, or better, tbat side of the box 
where the staples were, and had no windows, struck 
against something tbcUi was hard. I apprehended it 
fo be a rock, and found my«dfio^pecLmog|^|iM» 
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^ jevct; I plainly heard a noise upon the cover of my 
dosety Uke tliat of. a cable, and the grating of it as 
it passed through the ring. I then found myself 
lioisted up, by degrees, at least three feet higher than 
I wa&. boifore. Whereupon I again thrust up my 
stick and handkerchief, calling for help till I was 
ftltBOst hoarse* In return to which, I heard a great 
ahout repeated three limes, giving me such trans* 
ports, of joy, as are not to be conceived but by those 
who feel them. I now heard a trampling over my 

, liead, and somebody calling .through the hole with 
» loud voice, in the English tongue, '' If there be any 
body below, let them speak/' I answered, '' I was 
ma £nglisbman>diawn by ill fortune into the greatest 
calamity that ever any creature underwent, and beg^ 
ged, by all that was moving, to be delivered out 
of the dungeon I was in*" The voice replied, "I was 
safe, for my box was fa3tened tatheir ship ; and ther 
carpenter should immediately come and saw a hole 
in the cover, large enough to pull me out." I an-' 
svered, ^* th^t was needless,, and would take up too 

. much time; for there, was no more to be done, but 
let one o( the crew put his finger into the ring, and 
take the box out of the sea into the ship, and so 
into the captiun's* cabin/' * Some of them, upon 
bearing . ii^e talk so wildly, thought I was mad ; 
others laughed { for indeed it never came into my. 
bead,, that I was now got among people of my own 
8tait»re and strength* The carpenter came, and in 
&4ew Bunutj^s sawed a passage about four feetsquare, 

* There areneter^t liul« tncidents which shew the author to 
have had a deep knowledge of hornaii nature i and I thiak this is. 
one. Although the principal advanuges enumerated hy'GuU 
tver in the beginning of this cl\apter, of mingling again am'on j 
Itts conntrymen, depended on their being of the same size with 
himself, yet this is forgotten in his ardour to be delivered t and 
1» i&afterw^rds betrayed into the same absurdity, by his zeal ta 
BN^evTC his iunviture. H. 

■■■'•■ P3 — — d- 
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then let down A small ladder, upon wldch I tttoufllcfti 
and thence was taken into the ship, in a very weak 
condition. 

The sailors irare all in amaaement, and aslcei 
me a thousand questions, which 1 had ^lo indttia*- 
tion to answer. I was equally confounded at the 
sight of so many pigmies, for such I took them (o 
be, after having so long accustomed nme eyes 10 
the monstrous objects I had leiL Bot the Cfl^ai% 
Mr. Thomas Wilcocks, an honeat worthy Shrop^ 
^ire man, observii^ I was ready to faint, took me 
into his cabki, gavemeaoordial to comfort ma, «n4 
made me turn in upon his own bed, advising tne to 
take a little rest, of which I had great need* Be&MW 
I went to sleep, I gave him to understand that I had 
some valuable furniture in my box, too good to be 
lost; a fine hammock; a handsome field^bed, t\«e 
chairs, a table, and a cabinet. That my closet was 
bung on all sides, or rather quilted, with silk and 
cotton : tluit if he would let one of the crew bring 
my closet into his cabin, I would open it there befere 
him, and show him my goods. The captain^ hear« 
ii^; me utter these absurdities, concluded I was rav^ 
ing: however (I suppose to pacify me) he promised 
to give order as I desired, and going upcm deck sent 
eome of his men down into my closet^ wliince (as I 
afterwvds found) they drew up all my gonds, and 
stripped off the quilting; but th% chairs, c&binet^ and 
bedstead, being screwi^ to the floor, wive mneh da- 
maged by the ignorance of the seamen, li^o tore^ 
them up by force. Then, they knocked off some of 
the boards for the use of the sMf^ and when thty 
had got all they had a mind for, let the hull drop 
into the sea, which by reason of many breaches made 
in the bottom and sides sunk to rights. And indeed 
I was glad not to liave been a spectator of the ha* 
vock they made: because I am confident it would 
have sensibly touched me, byjbnngmg^ fqnncr* 
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\ tnt6 iriy mmd^ which I would rather have 

I slept some h^urs, but perpetually disturbed with 
4se0ms of th^ place I had left, and the dangers I 
taA escaped. However, upon waking, I found my- 
Mif much recovered. It was now about eight o'clock 
•i nighty and the captain ordered supper immedi- 
ttlely^ thinking I had already fasted too long. He 
entertained me with great kindness, observing me 
set t6 loolr wildly, or talk inconsistently ; and, when 
we were left alone, desired I would give him a 
#eiatioii of mv travels, and by what accident Icame 
to beset-adrin, in that monstrous wooden chest. He 
fettid, ^ that about twelve o'clock at noon, as he was 
l6<^tng through his gla8S,he spied it at a distance, and 
tibougbt it was a sail, which he had a mind to make, 
being not much out of his course, in hopes of buying 
sOAie biscuit, his own beginning to fall short. That 
upon coming nearer, and finding his errouf , he sent 
out his long-boat to discover what it was ; that his 
men came back in a fright, swearing they had seen 
a swimmit)g house* That he laughed at their folly^ 
and weht hiknself ki the boat, ordering his men to 
take a strong cable along with them. That the 
weather being, calm, he rowed round me several 
timeSy observed my windows, and wire-lattices 
that ilefi&nded them. That he discovered two 
Maples upon one side, which was dl of boards, 
without any passage f>r light. He then commanded 
hia- men to row up to that side, and fastening a 
cable to one of the staples, ordered them to tow my 
chest, as they called it, toward the ship. When it was 
there, he gave directions to fasten another cable to 
file ling fi.ted in the cover, and to raise up my 
chest with pullies, which all the sailors were not able 
to do above two or three feet. He said, they saw 
my stick bnd handkerchief thrust out of the hole> 
aod conchi(ied that some unhapgy nuui must be 
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shut up in the cavity." I asked, ." wj^ether .be or 
the crew had seen any prodigious birds in tjie air, 
about the time he first discovered me ?*■ To which 
he answered, " that discoursing this matter with, the 
sailors while I was asleep, one of them said, he )ia4 
observed three eagles flying to\yards the Norths but 
remarked nothing of their being larger than th^ 
usual size." Which I suppose must be imputed to 
the great height they w^re at; and he could notgueef 
the reason of my question. I then asked the capT 
tain, " how far he reckoned we might be from land V 
he said, " By the best computation he could make, 
we were at least a hundred leagues." I assured him« 
*' that he must be mistaken by almost hal^ for I ha4 
not left the country whence I came, above two hour^ 
before I dropped into the sea." Whereupon he began 
again to think that my brain was disturbed, of which 
he gave me a hint, and advised me to go to bed in 
a cabin he had provided. I assured him " I was well 
• refreshed with his good entertainment and oompany, 
and as much in my senses as ever I was in my Ufe.*^ 
He then grew-serious, and desired to ask me freely, 
'* whether I were not troubled in .my mind^by the 
consciousness of some enormous crime, for which I 
was punished, at the command of some ^ripce, by 
exposing me in that chest; as gneat crmjinala in 
other countries, have been forced to sea in a.leafcy 
vessel, without provisions : for althougli he should 
be sorry to have taken so ill a man into his ship, yet 
he would engage his word to set me safe ashore, ia 
the first port where we arrived." He ^dded, " that 
his suspicions were much increased, by some very 
absurd speeches I had delivered at first to his isailors, 
and afterwards to himself, in relation to my closet 
or chest, as well as by my odd looks and behaviour 
while I was at supper." 

I begged his patience to hear me tell my story, 
•which Ufaithfully did, from thekst tjme I left Eng-^ 



Jtnd» io thtf moment he first discovered me. And 
j» trvth alw:ft3^ fefcfts its >vay into f atiolial mhids, so 
this honest worthy gentleman^ who had some tinc- 
ture of learnings and very good sense, Was xmmedi- 
alelj coavidced of'my candour and veracity. But, 
iuther to con^m all I had said> I entreated him to 
^▼e order that my cabinet should be brought, of 
^hich I had Hkt key in my pocket; for he had 
already informed me how the seamen disposed of my 
c)o8^. 1 opened it in his own presence, and showed 
Jiim the small collection of rarities I made in the 
countryfrom which I had been so straugely delivered. 
There was th« comb I fiad contrived out of the 
stumps of the king's beard, and another of the same 
mterials, but ilxed into a paring of her majsety's 
thumb-naily which served for the back. There was 
a collection of needles and pins^from a foot, to half 
a yard long; four wasp stings, like joiners tacks; 
some combings of the queen's hair; a gold ring, 
which one day t^e made me a present of, in a most 
(lUigpig manner^ taking it from her little finger, and 
throwing it over my head like a collar. I desired 
the c^>tain would please to accept this ring in return 
of his. civilities; which he absolutely refused, I 
flowed htm a corn that I had cut off, with my own 
liandy from a maid of honour^s toe ; it was about the 
bigness of aKtotish pippin, and grown so hard, that 
^£eu I returned to England, I got it hollowed into a 
cap, and set in silver. Lastly, I desired him to see 
tiia breeches 1 bad then on, which were made of a 
iDOiise's skin. 

1 coald foroe nothing on him but a footman's 
tooth) which I observe him to examine with great 
trurtostty^ and found he had a fancy for it. He re- 
setted it witb abundance of thanks, more than such 
aUiile could deserve.^ It was drawn by an unskilful 
•itr|^on« in a mistake, from one of Glumdalclitch's 
aH% ivbo was afflicted with the jtooj^ach^.but it 
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iras as «ound as any in bis heacL I -got it ctegnoi^ 
. and put it into my cabinet, it was about ^ foot 
long, and four inches in diameter. 

The captain was very well sattisfied witii this pUun 
relation I had given him, and said, *< lie hoped, wbe» 
we returned to England, I would oblige the world 
by putting it on paper, and flaking itpublick." Mj 
answer was, '^ that I thought we Wj^re already ovt^r* 
stocked with books of travels : jiihat .nothing could 
now pass which was not extraordinary ; wher^a 1 
doubted some authors less consulted truth, than 
their own vanity, or interest, or the diversion of ig* 
noraiat readers: tliat my st|ory. could coiHain. little 
.beside common events, without those ornamental 
descriptions of strange plants, trees, birds, and other 
animals; or of the barbarous customs and i<iolatry 
of savage people, with which most writers abound. 
'However, I thanked him for his good opinion, and 
promised to take the matter into .my thoughts.." . 

He said ** he wondered at one thing very muchv 
which was, to liear .me speak so Jpud ;" asking j^% 
•** whether the king ox queen of that country were 
thick of hearing?" I told him, " it was what I iMui 
been used to for above two years past ; and that J 
admired as much at the voices of him and liis.men» 
who seemed to me only to wjiisper, and^yet I coi^ld 
;hear them well epougli. But, wk^n I spoke in that 
country, it was ^ke a mau talkii^ in the stroets, to 
another looking out from the top of a steeple,, un- 
less when I was pliaced on a table, or Held in anj 
person's hand." I told him, '* I had likewise obr 
served another thing, that when I first got into the 
ship, and the sailors stood all about me, I thought 
they were the most little contemptible crjeiaturea *I 
had ever beheld." For indeed, while I was. in thai 
prince's country, I could nev^r endure to lookio a 
glass after mine eyes had been accustomed to such 
prodigious objects, because ^heconiparisongaveiao 
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sd dfespicjible a conctit Of myself. The captain said, 
* tliat ^ile w^ were at bopper, he observed trie tcr 
took at every thing #ith- a sort^of wonder, And that 
loft^fi fiecmefl hetrdly able to i^ontain my liaughter^ 
wlucli be ktiek not wU Hovtr to take, bull imputed 
it 1(5 some cftsorder in' my brain/' I answered, " it 
>l4& very true ; aftd I wondered how I could forbear,, 
nrfaen 1 saw his dishes of the size of a silver three- 
|keti€«, a leg of porlt hardly a mouthful,' a cup not 
^ big s^h mit-sfliell ^* and so I \t^enl oh, describing 
#ie rest of hb household-stuff and provisions, after 
the same manner. For, although "the queen had 
brdetlBd. a iktie equipage of all things necessary for 
ifae, wt»l€! I Wa^ iri her service, yet my ideas were 
"Wholly taken up with what I saw on every side of 
riie, arid I winked at my own littleness, as pieople 
do at their own faults. Tlie captain understood my 
nuUety very well, and merrily replied \nth the old 
En^lisR proverb, " that he doubted mine ejres werfe 
Uigger that! my belly, fbr* he did hot observe my 
Stomach so good, although I had fasted all day ; 
and^ conthmiiig in his mirth, protested *' he would 
havse gladly given a huhdrefl pounds, to ha\'e sedn 
my closet in the eagle's bill, and afterwards in its 
Ml from so great a height into the sea-Mdiich 
wotild certamlybavfi been a most astonishing object, 
w6rtliy to have th^ description of it transmitted to 
Ibtore ages :" fend the comparison of Phaeton was so 
obvious, that he could not forbear applying it, al- 
tboQgh I did not much admire the conceit. 

The captain, having been at Tonquin, was, in his 
return to England, driven North-eastward to th^ 
latitude of 44 degrees, and longitude of 143. Bat 
meeting a trade-wind two days after I came on board 
him, we sailed Southward a lone time, and coasting, 
New-Holland, kept our course West-south-west,. and 
then Sontli-sonth-westj'till we doubled the Ctipe of 
Good Hope. Our voyfege was very prosjpcrous, but 
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I shall not trouble the reader with a jourmi of it^ 
The captain called in at one or two ^rts, w4 sentr 
in his long-boat ibr provisions and fresh water ; b«t 
I never went out of the ship till we c«m« «q|o tkm 
Downs, which was on the third day of Jane, I706^' 
about nine months after my e^c^m. I oftred 1» 
leave my goods in security for payvaei^t of my 4P9ig}il( 
but the captain protested he wouid not r^mye wm 
fartliii^ We took a kind leave pf ^e^ch otber, and 
I made him prpmise he would epv^ to «ee fine at inj 
house in RedniT, I hired a horse »od g^ide for fiv/t 
shillinksy which I borrowed q( the c«f>tain. 

As I was on the road, ob«>erviog the UttleMM of 
the houses, the trees, the cattle, and the pe9t)le, I 
began to think myself in LiUiput. I was afreid €€ 
trampling on every traveller I i^t, and of<^9 called 
aloud to have them stand out of the way^ so thai 
I had like to have gotten one or two broken heads 
for my impertinence. 

When I came to my own hoii$e« for which I 
was farced to inquire, one of this servant 0pf»iio§ 
the door, I bent down to go in (like a gooae wider 
a gate) for fear of striking my b^ad^ My wifei^aii' 
out to embrace me, but I stooped lower th»> her 
knees, thinking sh^e could otherw w i^vcir b^ aUe to 
reach my mouth. My daughter kn^el«d to 91^ mjr 
blessing, but I could not see her tiU sheari^^ bav^ 
ing been so long vised to stapd with 4ny head .and: 
eyes ^ect to above sixty feet ; ^ then i went 
to take her up with one hand by the waist. I looked 
down upon the servants, and one or two friends wlio 
were in tlie house, as if they had been pigmiea 
and I a gian^ I told ^ly wife '< she had been too 
^rifty, for I found she had starved herself and her 
daughter to nothing/^ In short, I behaved niyself 
so unaccountably, that they were Jtll o.f thecaplain'a 
opinion when he first saw me, and eoncUlded I had: 
last my wits. This I mention a^ ^n instance pf tba 
great po'wer of habit and prejudi<;:eA_, _., J^.^ 
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In a little time, I and my family and friends came 
to a right understanding : but my wife prx)tested " I 
should never go.lo sea anymore ;" although my evil 
destiny so ordered, that she had not power to hin- 
der me, as the reader may know hereafter. In th« 
me^n time, I here conclude the second part of my 
unfortunate voyages*. 

* From th« whideof thoee tvf& voyages to Liltiput and Brob^ 
dingn^g ^cis^ one general remark^ which, however obvious, 
has been oveilooked by those who consider them as little more 
than the sport of a wanton iroas^P^ion* When human actions 
are ascribed to pigmies and giants, there are few that do not 
excite either contempt, "disgust or h^rrourj to ascribe them 
therefore to such beings, was perhaps the most probable method 
of ^engaging the .mind to-cxamtne them with -attcn^a^c and judge 
of them with impartiality, by suspending the fascination of ha- 
bltf and exhibiting famOiar objects in a new light. The use 
of the fable then ii not less apparent, than important and exten- 
sive; and that this use was intended by the author can be doubt- 
ed only by those who are disposed to afiirm> that order and re- 
gKUrii^ are the ttSkxs ^f chance. H. 
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PART III. 
il VOYAGE 

LAPXJTA, BALNIBARBI, LUGGNAGG, 
GLUBBDUBDRIB, AND JAPA^J*. 



CHAP. I. 



TUB AUTHOR SETS OUT ON HIS THIK1> VOYAGE, 
IS TAK'EV BT PIRATES. THE MALICE OF A 
PUTCBMAK.. HIS ARRIVAL AT AN ISLAKD. 
HE IS RECEIVED INTO LAFUTA« 

1 HAD not been at honoe above ten days^ wheo 
captain William Robinson, a Cornish man, com- 
mander of the Hopewell, a stout ship of three 
hundred tons, came to my house. I had formerly 
been surgeon of another ship, where he was master 
and a fourth part owner, in a voyage to the Levant. 
He had always treated me more like a brother, than 
an inferiour officer; and hearing of my arrival, made 
me a visit, as I apprehended, only out of friendship, 
for nothing passed more than what is usual after long 
absences. But repeating his visits often, expressing 
his joy to find me in good health, asking " whether 
I were now settled for life/' adding, ^^ that he in- 

* Dr. Swift seems to have borrowed several hints, in his 
Voyage to Laputa, from a Novel written by the learned Dr« 
Franci Godwin^ Bifiiop of handaffy called <* Man in the Moon, 
** or a Discourse of a Voy^ige thither, by Domingo OonfaUs, 1638/' 
8vo. This pliilosopbic romance, which has been several times 
^ printed, ihews that Bilhop GoHonn had a creative genius. His 
*^ Nuncius Inahimatusy** which contains inftru^tions to convey 
ecret intelligence^ is very scarce. He died in ApKl 1633. N. 
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tended a voyage to the Ea&t-lndies in two montlis ;" 
•at last be plainly invited me, though with some apo- 
logies, to be surgeon of the ship ; " tliat I should 
have another surgeon under me, beside our two 
mates ; that my scdary should be double to the usuai 
pay, and that having experienced my knowledge in 
sea-affairs, to be at least equal to his; he would enter 
into any engagement to follow my advice, as much 
as if I had sliared in the command/' i 

. He said so many other obliging thmgs^ and I 
knew iiim to be so honest a man, that I could not 
reject his proposal; the thirst I had of seeing the 
world, notwithstanding my past onisfortunes, con- 
tinuing ts violent as. e>ver. The oiily difficult that 
remained^ was to persuade my wife, whose consent 
however I at last obtained,: by the prospect of ad- 
vantage she proposed to her children. 

We set out the 5th day .of August, I706, and ar* 
rived at Fort St. George. the 11th of April 1707. 
We sfca3red there three weeks to refresh our crew, 
/ many of ifrhom were sick. From thence^we went 
to Tonquin, where the captain resolved to Continue 
some time, because many of tlie goods he intended 
to buy, were not ready, nor could he expect to 
be dispatched in several months. Therefore, in 
hopes: to defray ^ome of the charges he must be 
at, he bought a^loop, loaded it with several sorts of 
goods, wherewith the TonquinesiB usually trade 
to the neighbouring islands, aud putting fourteen 
men on board, whereof three were of the country, 
he appotrUed me master of the sloop, and gave me 
power to traflicky while lie transacted his affairs at 
Tonquin. 

W^e had not sailed above three days, when a great 
storm arising, we were driven five days to the North- 
north-east, and tlien to the East : after which we 
had -fair weather, but still with a pretty strong gate 
from the west. Upon the tenth day we were chased 
• . . .- . <i.2 .--— d- _ 
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by two pimt^s, who soon overtook us ; for my sidop 
was so deep laden, that she sailed very dow, neitlier 
were we m a condition to defend o«rselve& 

We were boarded about the same time by both 
the pirates, who entered furiously at the head of 
their men; but finding us all prostrate upon our 
faces, (for so I gave order) they pinioned us with 
strong ropes, and setting a guard upon us, went to 
search the sloop. 

I observed lamong them a Dutchman, who seemed 
to be of some authority, though he was not com- 
mander of either ship. He knew us by our coun- 
tenances to be Bnglishn^eli, and jabbering to us in 
his own language, swore we should be tied back to 
back and thrown into^the sea. i spoke Dutch to- 
lerably well ; I told him who we were, and begged 
him, in consideration of oui^ beihg Christians and 
Protestants, of neighbouring countries in strict al- 
liance, that he would move the captains to take some 
pity on us. This inflamed his rage, he repeated his 
threatenings, and turning to his companibnsj spok^ 
with great vehemence in the Japanese language, as 
I suppose, often using the word ckrisiiams. 

The largest of the two pirate ships, was com* 
fnanded by a Japanese captain, who spoke a tittle 
Dutch, but very imperfectly. He came up to me, 
and after several questions, which I answered in 
great humility, he said ^* we should notdie.'^ I made 
the captain a very low bow, and then, turning to the 
Dutchman, said, '^ I was sorry to find more mercy 
in a Heathen, than in a brother Christian.'' But I 
had soon reason to repent those foolish words : for 
that malicious reprobate, having often endeavoured 
in vain to persuade both the captains that I might 
be thrown into the sea, (which they would not 
yield to after the promise made me that I should 
riot die) however prevailed so far, as to h^ve a pu- 
nishment Inflicted on me, worse in all human ap-* 
pearance, than death itseifr My men were seat by 
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an equal division into both the pirate ships, and niy 
sloop new manned. As to myself, it ^as deter- 
mined that I should be set adrilt, in a small canoe, 
tvith paddles tmd a sail, and four days provisions ; 
which last, the Japanese captain was so kind to dou- 
ble out of his own stores, and would permit no 
man to feearcli me, I got dowh into the canoe, 
while the Dutchman, standing upon the deck, 
loaded me with all the curses and injurious terms, 
his language could afford. 

About an hour before we saw the pirates, I had 
taken an observation, and found we were in the lati- 
tude of 46 N. and longitude of 183. When I was 
at some distance from the pirates, I discovered, by 
my pocket-glass, several islands to the South-east. 
I set up my sail, the wind being fair, with a design 
to reach the nearest of those islands, which I made 
a shift to do, in about three hours. It was all rocky, 
however! got many birds eggs; and striking fire, 
I kindled some heath and dry seaweed, by which I 
roasted mjt eggs. I eat no other supper, being re- 
solved to spare my provisions as much as I could. I 
passed the night under the shelter of a rock, strew- 
ing ^ome heath under me, and slept pretty well. 

Tlie next day I sailed to another island, and 
thence to a third and fourth, sometimes using my 
sail, and sometimes my paddles. But, not to trou- 
ble the reader with a particular account of my dis- 
tresses, let it suffice, that on the fifth day I arrived 
at the last island in my sight, which lay South-south- 
east to the former. [ 

This island was at a greater distance than I ex- 
pected, and I did not reach it in less than five hours, 
I encompassed it almost round, before I could find 
a convenient place to land in; which was a small 
creek, about three times the wideness of my canoe. 
I found the island to be all rocky, only a little inter- 
mingled with tufts of grass, and sweet-smelling 



174 GUtLivER'S travels: part hi. 
herbs. I took out my small provisions^ and aftef 
having refreshed myself, I secured the remainder iii 
a cave, whereof there were great numbers ; I ga^ 
thered plenty of eggs upon the rocks, and got a quan- 
tity of dry seaweed, and parched grass, which I de- 
signed to kindle the next day, and roast nay eggs as 
well as I could ; for I had about me my flmt, steel, 
tnatch, and burning-glass. I lay all night in the 
cave where I had lodged my provisions. My bed, 
was the same dry grass and seaweed, which I in- 
tended for fewel. I slept very little, for the dis- 
quiets of my mind prevailed over my weariness, and 
kept TAe awake. I considered how impossible it 
was to preserve my life in so desolate a place, and 
how miserable my end. must be. Yet found myself 
so listless and desponding,* that I had, riot the heart 
to rise: and before I could get spirits enough to 
creep out of my cave, the day was far advanced. 
I walked a while among the rocks, the sky was per- 
fectly clear, and the sun so hot, that I was forced to 
turn my face from it : when all on a sudden it be- 
came obscure, as I thought in a manner very diffe* 
rent, from what happens by the interposition of a 
cloud. I turned back, and perceiving a vast opake 
body between me and the sun, moving forwards 
towards the island : it seemed to be aboiit two mUes 
high, and hid the sun six or seven minutes, but T 
did riot observe the air to be mudh colder, or the sky 
more darkened, than if I had stood under the shadSe 
oi a mounttun. As it approached nearer over the 
^ace where I was, it appeared to b6 a firmlsubstance, 
the bottom flat, smooUi, and shining very bright^ 
fVom the reflection of the sea below. I stood upon 
a height about two hundred yards from the shore, 
and saw this vast body descending almost to a pa- 
rallel with me, at less than an English mile distance. 
I took out my pocket perspective, and could plainly 
discover numbers of people moving up aod dowa 
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the sides of it, ^hich appeared to be sloping; faut* 
what those people were doing, I was not able to 
distinguish. ^ 

The natural love of life gave me some inward mo« 
tionof joy, and I was ready to entertain a hope^ 
that this adventure might, some way or other, help 
to deliver me from the desolate place and condition 
I was in. But at the same time the reader can hardly 
conceive my astonishment, to behold an island "m 
the air, inhabited by men, who were able (as it 
should seem) to rise or sink, or put it in progres- 
sive motion, as they pleased. But not being at that 
time, in a disposition to philosophise upon this phe- 
nomenon, I rather chose to observe what course 
the island would take, because It seemed for a while 
to stand still. Yet soon after, it advanced nearer, 
and I could see the sides of it encompassed with se- 
veral gradations of galleries, and stairs, at certain 
intervals, to descend from one to the other. In the 
lowest gallery, I beheld some people fishing with 
long angling rods, and others looking on. I waved 
my cap (for my hat was long since worn out) and 
tny handkerchief toward the island; and upon its 
nearer approach, I called «nd sliouted with the ut- 
most strength of my voice; and then looking circum- 
spectly, I beheld a crowd ggitber to thai side» wfeicii 
was most in my view. I found, by their poioting 
toward me and to each other* that they pUinly dis* 
covered me* altlioogh tbey made Qo jretmm to my 
shouting. But Icauld j^eefour or five m«tn rvRiung 
in great hsMtef up tbe9i;jurs» to the tof» pf tbs island, 
who then disappeared. I happened rightly to con- 
jecture, that these vfere, sent lor ordersi, to spm^ 
person in authority, upon this occasion. 

The number of people increased, and in less than 
half and hour, the island was moved and raised in 
such a maimer, that th^ lowest gallery, appeared 
in a parallel of less than a hundred yards distance 
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from. the height where I stood, ^ I then put myself 
' into the most supplicating postures, and spoke in the 
humblest accent, but received no answer. Tlios^ 
who stood nearest over against me, seemed to be 
persons of distinction, as I suppojsed by their habit. 
They conferred earnestly with each other, looking 
often upon me. At length one of them called out 
in a clear, polite, smooth dialect, not unlike in sound 
to the Italian: and therefore I returned an Answer 
in that language, hoping at least, that the cadence 
miglit be more agreeable to his ears. Although 
neither of us understood the other, yet my meaning 
was easily known, for the people saw the distress I 
was in. . 

They made signs for me to come down from the 
rock, and go towards the shore, which I accord- 
ingly did; and the flying island being raised to a 
convenient height, the verge directly over me, a 
chain. was let down from the lowest gallery, with a 
seat fastened to thebo^om, to which 1 fixed mysdf, 
• and was drawn up by pullies. 



CHAP 11. 



ItHE HUMOURS AND DISPOSITIONS OF THE tA- 
. ' PUTIAN9 DESCRIEED. AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR 
liEARNINGy OF THE KING, AND HIS COURT. 
ITHE author's RECBPTIOK TH«RE. THE IN* 
HABITANTS SUEJECt TO FEAR AND DISQUIE- 
TUDES. AN ACCOUNT OF THE WOMEN. 

. / 

At my alighting, I was surrounded with a crowd 
*^f people, but ^ose who stood nearest, seemed to 
be of better quality. They beheld me*witli all the 
marks and circumstances of wonder, neither indeed^ 
was I much in their debt ; havipg never till the^n, seto 
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a race of mortals, so singular in their shapes, habits^ 
and countenance. Their heads were all reclined, 
eitherto the right, or the left ; one of their eyes turned 
inward, and the other directly? up to the zenith *. 
Their outward garments were adorned with the 
figures of suhs, moons, and stars ; interwoven with 
those of fiddles, flutes, harps, trumpets, guitars, harp- 
sicords, and many other instruments of musick, un- 
known to us in Europe, I observed, here and there, 
many in the habit of servants, with a blown bladder, 
fastened like a jSail to the end of a stick, which 
they carried in their hands. In each bladder, 
■was a small quantity of dry pease, or little peb- 
bles, as I was afterwards informed. With tliese 
bladders, they now and then flapped the mouths and 
ears of those who stood near them, of which prap- 
tice I could not Uien conceive the meaning. It 
seems, the minds of these people are so taken up 
with intense speculations, that tiiey neither can speaik, 
nor attend to the discourses of others, without be- 
ing roused by some external taction, upon the organs 
of speech and hearing; for which' reason, those 
persons who are able to afford it, always keep a flap- 
per (the original is climgnolej in their family, as 
x>ne of their domesticks ; nor ever walk abroad, or 
make visits, without him. And the business of this 
oflScer IS, when two, three, or more persons are in 
company, gently to strike witl^ bis bladder the mouth 
of him who is to speak, and the right ear of him or 
them to whom the speaker addresses himself. This 
flapper is likewise employed, diligently to attend his 
master in his walks, and upon occasion to give hint 
a soft dap on his ^yes ; because he is always so 
wrapped up in cogitation, that hp is in manifest 
danger of falling down every precipice, and bounc* 

• By this description the author iatcnded to ridicule those 
who waste life in tpccuUtivc sciences, the powers of whosQ 
miadt are as absurdly employed as the eyes of the Laputians* H« 
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ing his head agakist ^very post ; and in the streets 
of justhng others, or being justled himself ipito the 
'k<?nnel. " . 

It was npcessary to give t)ie reader tliis informa- 
tion, without which, he would be at the same lose 
Avith me to understand the proceedings of these 
people, as they conducted me up the stairs to the 
top of the island, and from thence to' the royal 
palace. While we were ascending, they forgot se- 
veral times what tl;ey were about, ancf left me to 
myself, till their memories were again roused by ■ 
their flappers ; for they appeared altogether unmoved 
by the sight of my foreign habit and countenance, 
and by the shouts of the vulgar, whose thoughts and 
minds were n^ore disengaged. 

At last we entered the palace, and proceeded into 
the chamber of presence, where I saw the king seated 
on his tlirone, attended on each side by persons of 
prime quality. Before the throne, was a large table 
filled with globes and spheres, and mathematical 
instruments of all kinds. His majesty took not the 
least notice of us, although our entrance was not 
without sufficient noise, by the concourse of-all per- 
sons belonging Xo the court. But he was then 
deep in a problem ; and we attended at least an 
hour, before he could solve it. There stood By him, 
on each side, a young page with flaps in their hands, 
and when they saw he was at leisure, one of them 
gehtly struck his mouth, and the other his right ear; 
at which he startled like one awaked on the sudden, 
and looking towards me and the company I was in', re- 
collected the occasion of our coming, whereof he had. 
been infornied before. lie s^oke some, words, 
whereupon immediately a young man ^ with a flap 
came up to my side, and flapped me gently on the 
right ear, but I made signs, as well as I could, that t 
had no occasion for such an instrument; wliich, as I 
afterwards found, gave his majesty, and the whole 
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cdurt, a Very mean opinion of my understanding. 
The king, as far as I could conjecture, asked me 
several questions, and I addressed myself to him in 
all the languages I had. When it was found I could 
neither understand nor be understood, I was con- ^ 
ducted by bis order to an apartment in his palace, 
(this prince being- distinguished above all his prede- 
cessors for his hospitality to strangers) where two 
servants weVe appointed to attend me. My dinner 
was brbiight, and four persons of quality, whom I 
remembered to have seen very near the king's person, 
did me the honour to dine with me. We had two 
courses of three dishes each. In the first course, 
there was a shoulder of mutton cut into an equilate- 
ral triangle, a piece of beef into a rhomboides, and a 
pudding into a cycloid. Tiie second course, was, 
two ducks trussed -up in the form of fiddles.; sausa- 
ges and puddings, resembling flutes and hautboys, and 
a- breast of -veal» in the shape of a harp. Th6 
-servants cut our bread into cones, cylinders, paral- 
lelograms, and several other mathematical figures. 

While we were at dinner, I made bold to ask the 
names of several things in their language, and those 
noble persons, by tlie assistance of their flappers, 
delighted to give me answers, hoping to raise my 
admiration of their great abilities, if I couJd be 
brought-to converse with them. I was soon able to 
cull for bread and -drink, or whatever else I wanted. 

After dinner my company withdrew, and a per- 
son was sent to me by the king's order, attended by 
a flapper. He brought with hirti pen, ink, and pa- 
per /and three or four books, giving me to understand 
by signs, that he was sent to teach me the language. 
We, sat together four hours, in which time I wrote 
down a great number of words in columns, witli the 
translations over against them ; I likewise made a 
Mit t4> leqtrn several short sentences. For-my tutof 
would order one of my servants to fetch somethings 



to turn about, to make a hovf, to sit, or to f taild, or 
walk, and the like. Then I tooji down the sentence 
in writing. He showed me also, in One of his book^, 
the figures of the sun, moon, and stars^ the Eodiackt . 
the tropick^ and polar circles, together with the 
denominations of many planes »k1 solid». He gave . 
me the tiames and descriptions of all the. musiciil 
instruments, and the general terms of art inplaymg 
on each of them. After he had left me, I placed all 
my ^vords, with their iaterpretati<^QS» \n alphabe* 
tical order. And thus, in a few days, by the help 
of a very faithful memory, I got Bome insight into 
their language. 

The wordy which I interpret the flying or floatkig 
island, is in the original Laputa^ whereof I could 
never learn tlie true etymology. Jjip^ in the old 
obsolete language, signifies high : and imtukf a go** 
veruor ; from which they say, by corruption, was 
derived Laputa from Ltgnmtah, l^t I do n^t ap- 
prove of this derivation, which seen^s to be a liJttle 
strained. I venture to offer to tl>e Jearnqd among, 
them, a conjecture of my own, that lAputa vas 
^asi lap outed ; lap^ signifying properly^ the daqc- 
ing of the sun-beams in tibe jsea, and 9ut€d a wing ; . 
which, however, I shall uot obtrude, but submit to , 
the judicious reader. 

Those to whom the king had entrusted .me,ob» 
Serving how iU I was clad, ordered a tailor to come 
next morning, and take measure for e^ suit of clothes. 
This operator did his office after a different manner : 
from those of his trade ia Europe. He first took 
|ny altitude by a quadrant, and theO| with rule*and 
compasses, described the dimeosions end outlines, 
of my whole body, all which be entered upon pa*, 
per; and in six days^ brott|bt my clothes very ill 
made, and quite out of m^ by happenmg to 
^stake % figure in the c(dcidalion« 9ut any cojaaiiftrt 
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was that I observed such accidents very frequent, 
and little regarded. • 

During my confinement for want of clothes, and 
by an indisposition that held me scMiie days longer,. 
I much enlarged my dictionary : and when I went 
next to court, was able to understand many things 
the king spoke, and to return him some kind of 
answers. His majesty had given orders, that the 
island'should move North-east and by east, to the ver- 
tical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the whole 
kingdom below, upon the firm earth. It was about 
ninety leagues distant, and our voyage lasted four 
days and a half. I was not in the least sensible of 
the progressive inotion made in the air by the island. 
On tlie second morning, about eleven a clock, the 
king himself in person, attended by his nobility, 
courtiers, and officeb, having prepared all their 
musical instruments, played on them for three hours 
without intermission, so that I was quite stunned 
with the noise ; neither could -I possibly guess the 
meaning, till my tutor informed me. He- said, 
<< tlmt the people of their island had their ears adapted 
to hear the musick of the spheres, which always 
played at certain periods, and the court was now 
prepared to bear their part, in whatever instrument 
they most excelled." 

In our journey toward^ Lagado, the capital city, 
his majesty ordered that the island should stop over 
certain towns and villages, from whence he might 
receive the petitions of his subjects. And to this 
purpose, several packthreads were let down, with 
small weights at 4he bottom. On these packthreads 
the people strung their petitions, which mounted 
up directly, like the scraps of paper fastened by. 
school-boys at the e^d of the string that holds their 
kite. Sometimes we received wine and victuals from 
below which were drawn up by pullies. s 

The knowledge I had in nmthematick^ gav^ me 
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great tssistance in acquiring their pfaraseology^whicii 
depended much upon timt science, and tnusick; 
and hi the latter I was not unskilled. Their ideas 
are perpetually conversant in lines and figures. If 
tiiey would, for example, praise the beauty of awo-* 
maa, or any other animal, they describe it by 
rhombs, circles, parallelograms, ellipses, and other 
geometrical terms, or by vords of ^rt drawn from 
musick, needless here to repeat. I observed in 
the king's kitchen all sorts of mathematical a&d mti-v 
sical instruments, after the figures of which, th«y cut 
up the joints that were served to hisms^ty's table. 

Their houses are very ill built, the walls bcvil^ 
itrithout one right angle in any apartmeni ; and thb 
defect arises from the contempt they bear to prac^ 
tical geometry, which tJaey despise as vulgar and 
mechattick ; those instructions tliey give being too 
refii^d £ot the intellects of tlieir workmen, wiiich 
OGcaaions jperpetual mistimes. And although they 
are dextrous enougli upon a piec:e of paper, in the 
management of the rule, the pencil, and tlie divider, 
yet in tlie common actions and behaviour of life, 
I have not seen a more clumsy, awkward, and un* 
lumdy people, nor so alow aod peipksxed in their 
conceptions upon all other subjects, except those of 
liiathematicks and musick. They are very bad rea* 
sonerS, and, vehemently gicen to opposition, unless 
when t^ey hi4>pen to be of the right opkuon, wliich 
is seldom their case, InofinatioA, fiuacy, &ad in- 
vention, they are wbeAly strangers to, nor have any 
words in their laaguage, by w&ch those ideaa can 
be expressed ; the whole compess «>f their thou^ita 
and mind being shut op within the two fbreneatioued 
sciences. 

Most of them, and especially these who deal ia 
the a9tix)nomio«i part, have great ieMi in judicial 
astrology, although they are a^amed to own itpUb« 
Ikkly. But what i chiefiy admired, and thought jal- 
together unaccouutabley was the strong dispoaitiou 



• A VOYAQl TO hATVtAt ETC. 193 

I observed in them, towards news and politicks, per-* 
petually inquiriag into public affairs, giving their 
judgpie&ts in matters of state, and passionately dis-* 
putiag every inch of a t>arty opinion. I have indeed 
observed tlu; mane disposition, among most of the 
mathematicians I have known in Europe, although 
I coui4 never discover the least analogy between tlie 
two sciences; unless those people suppose, that be- 
cause the smallest circle has as many degrees as the 
largest, therefore the regulation and noanagement of 
the world, require no more abilities^ than tlie hand- 
ling and turning of a globe : but I rather take this 
quality to spring from a very conmion infirmity of 
human nature, inclining us to be most curious and 
conceited, in maiters where we have least concern, 
tad for wliich we are least adapted by study or 
nature. 

These pec^le are under continual disquietudes, 
*never enjoying a minute's peace of mind; and their 
disturbances proceed from causes, which very little 
afiect the rest of mortals. Their apprehensions arise 
from several changes they dread in the celestial 
bodies. For instance, that the earth, by the con- 
tinual approaches of the sun towards it^ must, itt 
course of time, be absorbed, or swallowed up. That 
the iace of the sun, will, by degrees, be encrusted 
with its own efiuvia, and give no more light to the 
world. That the earth, very narrowly escaped a 
brush from the tail of the last comet, which would 
have infallibly reduced it to ashes; and that the next, 
which thjey have calcidated for one and thirty years 
h^:ice, will probably destroy us. For, if in its 
perihelion, it should approach within a certain de- 
gree of* the sun, (as by their calculations they h^ve 
reason to dread) it will receive a degree of heat tea 
thousand times more intense, than that of red hot 
growing iron ; and, in its absence from the sun, carry 
a blazing tail ten hundred thousand and fourteea 
a 2 ^^'"^'^^^^^ d^- 
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miles^ long ; through which if the earth should pas^ 
at the distance of one hundred thousand miles from . 
the nucleus, or main body^ of the comet, it must 
in its passage be set on fire, and reduced to ashes* 
That the sun, daily spending its rays without any 
nutriment to supply them, . will at last be, wholly 
consumed and annihilated ; which must be attended 
with the destruction of this earth, and. of all the 
planets that receive their light from it*. 

They are so perpetually alarmed with the appre* 
hensions of these^ and the* like impending dangets, 
that they can neither sleep quietly in their beds, nor 
have any relish for the common pleasu res and amuse* 
ments.of life. When they meet to acquaintance in 
the morning, the first question is about the iun^s . 
health, how he looked at his setting and rising, and 
what hopes they have to avoid the stroke of. the ap* 
proaching comet. This conversation they are apt 
to run into with the same temper, that boys discover; 
in delighting to hear terrible stories of spirits and 
hobgoblins, which they greedily Jisten to, and dare 
not go to bed for fear. 

1 he women of the island have abundance of viva- 
city ; they contemn their husbands, and are exceed- 
ingly fond of strangers ; whereof there is always a 
considerable number from the continent below, at- 
tending at court, either upon affairs of the severai 
towns and corporations, or thdr own particular oc- 
casions, bift are much despised, because they want 
the same endowments. Among these, the ladies 
choose their gallants : but the vexation is, tliat they 
act with too much ease and security ; for the hus- 
band is always so rapt in speculation, that the mis- 
tress and lover may proceed to the greatest fami- 
liarities before his face, if he be but provided with 

* All these were suppositions of persons emiaent in their 
time (ov inatheinati«al knowledge. H. 



A TOYAOt TO LAPBTA, ITC. 195 

paper and implmnents, and without his flapper at 
his side. 

The wives and daughters lament their confine- 
ment to the island, although I think it the most de-« 
licious spot of ground in the world; and althon^. 
they live here in the greatest plenty and mi^nifi- 
cence, and are allowed to do whatever they please, 
they long to see the world, and take the diversions 
of the metropolis, which they are not allowed to do 
without a particular license from the king ; and this 
is not easy to be obtained, b^ause ^he people of 
quality have found| by frequent experience, how 
hard u is to persuade their women to return from 
below. I was told, that a great court lady, who bad 
several children, is married to the prime minister, 
the richest subject in the kingdom, a very graceful 
person, extremely fond of her, and lives in the finest 
palace of the island, went down to Lagado on the 
pretence of heal^, there hid herself for severe 
months, till the king sent a warrant to search for 
her ; and She was found m an obscure eating-house 
. all in rags, having pawned her clothes to maintain an 
old deformed footman, who beat her every day, and 
in whose company she was taken, much against her 
will. And alUiough her husband received her with 
all possible kindness, and without the least reproach, 
she soon after contrived to steal down again, with 
all her jewels, to the same gallant, and ^as not been 
lieard of since. 

Thk may perhaps pais with the reader rather for 
f European or EngHsh story, than for one of a coun- 
try so remote. But he wm please to consider that 
fte caprices of womenkina are not limited by any 
climate or nation, and that they are much more 
^iform than ean be easily imagined. 

In about a month's time, I had made a tolerable 
j>roficiency in their language, and was able to answer 
ai^t of the king's questions, when I feM.:tf?A hptM>«f 
r3 
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to attend him. His majesty discovered not the least 
curiosity to inquire into the laws, government, his- 
tory, religion; or manners of the countries where 
I had been ; but confined his questions to the state 
of mathematicks, and received the account I gave 
him, with great contempt and in difference, though 
often roused by his flapper on each side. 
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A PHENOMENON SOLVED ,BT MODERN PHIL0« 
SOPIIY AND ASTRONOMY. THE LAPUTIANS 
GREAT IMPROVEMENT^ IN THE LA.TTER. THE 
king's METHOD OF SUPPRESSING INSUR- 
RECTIONS. 

I DESIRE© leave of this prince to see the curiosi- 
ties of the island, ^hich he was graciously pleased 
to grant, and ordered my tutor to attend me. I 

. chiefly wanted to know, to what cause in art or in 
nature it owed its, several motions, whereof I will 
now give a philosophical account to the reader. 

The flying or floating island is exactly circular, 
its diameter 7S37 yards, or about four miles and a 
half, and consequently contains ten thousand acres. 
It is three hundred yards thick. The bottom, or 
under surface, which appears to those who view i^ 
below, is one even regular plate of adamant, shooting 
up to the height of about two hundred yards. Above 
it lie the several minerals in their usual order, and 
over ail is a coat of rich mould, ten or twelve feet 
deep. The declivity of the upper* surface, from the 
circumference to the centre, is the natural cause why 
all the deiws and rains, which. fall upon the island, 

^ are conveyed in smajl rivulets toward tlie middle, 
where they are emptied into four large basins, each 
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of about a half a mile in circuit, and two hundred ' 
yards distant from the centre. From these basins 
the water is continually exhaled by the sun in the 
day-time, which effectually prevents their overflow 
ing. Besides, as it is in the power of the monarch 
to raise the island above the region of clouds and 
vapours, he can prevent tlie falling of dews and 
rain whenever he pleases. For the highest cloud« 
cannot raise above two miles, as naturalists agree, 
at least they were never known to do so in tliat 
country. 

^At the centre of the island there is a chasm about 
fifty yards in diameter, whence the astronomers de- 
scend into- a large dome, which is therefore c^led 
Jlandona gagnolcy or the astronomer's cave, situated 
at the depth of a hundred yards beneath the.u^per ' 
surface of the adamant. In this cave are twenty 
lamps continually burning, which from the reflection 
of the adamant, casjt a strong light into every part. 
The place is stored with great variety of sextants, 
quadrants, telescopes, astrolabes, and other astrono- 
mical instruments. But the greatest curiosity, upon 
which the fate of the island depends, is a loadstone 
of a prodigious size, in shape resembling a weaver*^ 
shuttle. It is in length six yards, and in the thickest 
part at Ifeast three yards over. This magnet is sus- 
tained by a very strong axle of adamant passing 
through its middle, upon which it plays, and is 
poised so exactly, that the weakest hand can turn it. 
It is hooped round with a hollow cylinder of ada- 
mant, four feet deep, as many thick, and twelve yards 
in diameter, placed horizontally, and supported by 
eight adamantine feet, each six yards high. In the 
middle of the concave side, there is a groove twelve 
inches deep, in which the extremities of the axle are 
lodged, and turned round as there is occasion. 

The stone cannot be moved from its place by 
any force, because the hoop and its feetare one cyn- 
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tinued piece with that body of adamant, which con- 
stitutes the bottom of the island. 

By means of this loadstone, the island is made to 
irtse and fall, and move from one place to another. 
For, with respect to that part of the earth over which 
the monarch presides, the stone is endued at one of 
its sides with an attractive power, and at tjie other 
with a repulsive. Upon placing the magnet erect, 
with its attracting end towards the earth, the island 
descends ; but wfien the repelling extremity pohits 
downwards, the inland mounts directly upwards. 
When the position of the stone is oblique, the mo- 
tion of the island is so too : for, in this magnet, th* 
forces always actin lines parallel to its direction. 

By this oblique motion, the island is conveyed to . 
different parts of the monarch's dominions. To ex- 
plain the manner of its progress, let^^ B represent a 
Ittie dmwn cross the dommions of Balnibarbi, let 
the line c d represent the loadstone, of which let d 
be the repelling end, and e the attracting end, the 
island bemg over C : let the stone be placed in po- 
sition c d, with its repelling end downwards ; then 
the island will he driven upwards obliquely towards 

D. When it is arrived at 1>, let the ston^ be turned 
upom its axle, till its attracting end points towards 

E, and then tibe island wjll be carried obliquely to- 
wards £ ; where, if the stone be a^aiii turned tipon 
its axle till it stands in the position E P, with its 
repelling point downwards, the island will rise ob^ 
llquely towards JF, where, by directing the attracting 
end towards Cr, the island may be carried to G; and 
from Cr to ffby turning the stone, so as to make its 
repelling extremity point directly downward. And 
thujs, by changing the situation of the stone, as often 
as there is occasion, the island is made to rise and 
fall by turns, in an oblicme direction, and hj thos^ 
alternate risings and fallings (the obliquity being not 
coasidaeftble) is conveyed flrcaa one put rf^e do* 
minions to the other. 
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But it must be observed, that this island cannot 
move beyond the extent of the dominions below, 
nor can it rise above the height of four miles. For 
which the astronomers (who have written large sys- 
tems concerning the stone) assign the following rea- 
son : that the magnetic virtue doe^ not extehd be- 
yond the distance of four miles, and that the 'mi- 
neral, which acts upon the stone in the bowels of 
the earth, and in the sea about six leagues distant 
from the shore, is not diffused through the whole 
globe, but terminated with the \imits of the king's 
dominions, and it was easy, from the great advan- 
tage of such a superiour situation, for a prince to 
bring under his obedience, whatever country lay 
within the attraction of that magnet. 

When the stone is put parallel to the pla^e of the 
horizon, the island stands still ; for in that case the 
extremities of it, being at equal distance from the, 
earth, act with equal force, the one in drawing 
downwards, the other in pushing upwards, and con- 
sequently no motion can ensue. 

This loadstone is under the care of certain astro- ^ 
nomers, who, from time to time, give it such posi- 
tions as the monarch directs. They spend . the 
greatest part of their lives in observing the celestial 
l)odies, which they do by the assistance of glasses, 
far excelling ours in goodness. For, although their 
largest telescopes do not exceed three feet, they 
magnify much more than those of a hundred with 
us, and show the stars with greater clearness. This 
advantage has enabled them to extend their disco- 
veries, much farther than our astronomers in Eu- 
rope ; for they have made a catalogue of ten thou- 
sand fixed stars, whereas the largest of ours, do not 
contain above one third part of that number. They 
have likewise discovered two lesser stars, or satellites, 
which revolve about Mars ; whereof the innermost 
28 distant from the centre of tie primary planet, 
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exactly three of his diametera, and the outermost, 
five ; the former revolves in the space of ten hours, 
and the latter in twenty-one and a half; so thai the 
squares of their periodical times, are very near in 
the same proportion with the cubes of tlieir distance, 
from the centre of Mars ; which evi<iently shows 
them to be governed by the same law of gravitation, 
that influences the other heavenly bodies. 

They have observed ninety-three difierant comets, 
and settled their periods with ^reat exactness. If 
tills be true (and they affi rm it with great confidence) 
it is, much to be wished, that their observations 
were made publick, wherdby the theory of comets, 
which at present is very lame and defective, might be 
brought to the same perfection, with other parts of 
astronomy. 

The kiu^ would be the most absolute pnnce in the 
universe, if he could but prevail on a ministry to 
join with him ; but these having their estates below 
on the continent, and considering that the office of 
a ^Eivourite has a very uncertain tenure, would never 
consent to the enslaving of their country. 

If any town should engage in rebellion or mutiny, 
fall into violent factions, or refuse to pay the usual 
tribute, the king has two methods of reducing them 
to obedience. The first, and the mildest course is, 
by keeping the island hovering over such a town, 
and the lands about it, whereby he can deprive them 
of the benefit of the sun and the rain, and con- 
sequently afflict the inhabitants with dearth and dis- 
eases. And if the crime deserve it, they are at the 
same time pelted from above \(ith great stones, 
against which they have no defence bat by creeping 
into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houses 
are beaten to pieces. But if they still continue ob- 
stinate, or ofier to raise insurrections, he proceeds to 
the last remedy, by letting the island drop directly 
upon their heads, which makes an universal de* 
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St ruction both of houses and men. However, this 
is an extremity to which the prince is seldom driven, 
neither indeed is he willing to put it in execution ; 
nor dare his ministers advise him to an action, which, 
as it would render them odious to the people, so it 
would be a great damage to their own estates, 
which lie all below ; for the island is the king'9 
demesne. 

But there is still indeed a more weighty reason, 
why the kings of this country have been always 
averse from executing so terrible an action, unless 
upon the utmost necessity. For, if the town in- 
tended to be destroyed, should have in it any tall 
rocks, as it generally fiills out in the larger cities, a 
ntuation probably chosen at first with a view to pre- 
vent such a catastrophe ; or if it abound in high 
spires, or pillars of stone, a sudden ^1 might eu" 
danger the bottom or under surface of the island^ 
which, although it consist, as I have said, of one 
entire adamant two hundred yards thick, might hap* 
pen to cnuck by too gre^ % shock, or burst by ap« 
proBcfaing too near the Hres from the houses below, 
as the badts both of iron and stoue will often do in 
our chimnies. Of ali this the people are well ap« 
prised, and understand how far to carry their obsti-* 
nacy, where their liberty or property is concerned^ 
And die king, when he is higbeat provoked, and 
nost determined to press a city to rul^Hah^ orders 
the island to descend with great gentleness out of a 
pretence of ftendemeas to his people; but indeed for 
fear of breaking the «dasnsmtme bottom ; in whicb 
oise, it is tbe opinion of all their philoac^ihejrs, thai 
the loadstone could no longer hold, it up, md the 
whole iniiss would fidl to the ground. 

By a fundamental l^w of this realnit neither the 
kingi nor either of his two elder sons, are perpitted 
to le«ve the iskadi nor tbe queen, till she is pe^t 
child-bearing. ^^^ 

Oigitizedby VjOO i._^ 
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CHAP. IV. 



THE AUTHOR LEAVES LAPUTA, IS CONVEYED TO' 
BALNIBARBI, ARRIVES AT THE METROPOLIS, 
A DESCRIPTION OF THE METROPOLIS, AND 
THE COUNTRY ADJOINING. THE AUTHOl^ 
HOSPITABLY RECEIVED BY A GREAT LORD,. 
HIS CONVERSATION WITH THAT LORD. 

Although I cannot say that I was ill treated in 
this island, yet I must confess I thought myself too 
much neglected, not without some degree of con- 
tempt. For neither prince nor people, appeared to 
be curious in any part of knowkdge, except mathe- 
maticks and musick, wherein I was far their inferioui*^ 
and upon that account very little regarded. 

On the other side, after having seen all the cu- 
riosities of the island, I was very desirous to leave it, 
being heartily weary of those people. They were 
indeed excellent in two sciences, for which I have 
great esteem, and wherein I am not unversed ; but, 
at the same time, so abstracted and involved in spe- 
culation, that I never met with such disagreeable 
companions. I conversed only with womeii, trades- 
men, flappers^ and court-pages^ during two months 
of my abode there ; by which at last I rendered my- 
self extremely contemptible"; yet these were the only 
peoplfe^from whom I could ever receive a reasonable 
answer. 

I had obtained by hard study, a good degree of 
kno^kdge in their language : I was ^eary of being 
confined to an island, where I received so little 
countenance, and resolved tfo leave it with the first 
opportumty. ^ .^...^Googk ^ 
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There was a great lord at court, nearly related to 
the king, and for ibat reason alone, used with rc- 
wpccU He was universally reckoned the most igno- 
rant and stupid person among them. He had per- 
formed many eminent services for the crown, bad 
great natural and acquired parts, adorned with in- 
tegrity and honour ; but so ill an ear for musick, that 
his. detractors reported, '' he iiad been often known 
to beat time in the wrong place ;" neither could iiis 
tutors, without extreme difficulty, teach him to de- 
monstrate the most easy proposition in the mathe- 
maiidcs. He was ple9,sed to show me many m^rks 
of favour, often did me the honour of a visit, desired 
to be informed in the affairs of Europe, the laws and 
customs,, the manners and learning of the several 
countries, where I had travelled. He listened to me 
witli great attention, and made very wise observations 
en all I spoke. He had two flappers attending him 
for state, but never made use of them, except at 
court and in visits of ceremony ; and would always 
command them to withdraw, when we were alone 
together. . 

I entreated this illustrious person, to intercede in 
my behaif with his majesty, for leave to depart ; 
which he accordingly did, as he* was pleased to tell' 
me, witli xegret : for indeed he iiad made me seveiul 
offers very advcmtageous, which however I refused, 
widi expressions of the .highest acknowledgin^it. 

On tlie J 6th of Febniary I took leave of his ma- 
jesty and the court. The king made me a> present to' 
the value of about> two hundred pounds English, and 
my protector his kinsman aJB much more ; togfether' 
with a letter of recommendation toa friend ot^ his in* 
Lagadu, the metropolis : the' isknd being then 
tioveriog. over a mountain' about two miles from it, I 
was let down from the lowest gallery, in the, same* 
manner as I had been taken up. 

The contiaeoty AS for as it is subject to the mo-- 

VOL. IX, S yu-y^^^^^^^ 
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■arch of the flyuig island, passes under the general 
name of Bakibarbi ; and the metropolis, as I said 
before, b caUed Lagado. I felt some little $a,thiac^ 
tion in finding myself on firm ground. I ^vaiked to 
the city without any concern, bebg clad Itkeoaa of 
the natives, and sufficiently instructed to conversa 
with them. I soon found out the person's house, 
to whom I was.Tecommended, presented my letter 
horn his friefui the grandee in the island, and was 
Kceiyed with much kindness. This great lord, 
whose name was Munodi, ordered me an sqpartinent 
HI has own house, where I continued during mj 
atay, and was edtertained in a most hospitable man* 
ner. 

The next morning after my arrival, he took ma 
in his chariot to see the town, which is about half 
the i>igaess of London ; but the houses very strange-^ 
ly buik, and most of them out of repair. The peo<- 
pk in the streets walked fast, looked wild, their eyes 
ixed, and were generally in rags. We passed throagb 
atke of the town gates, and went about three mitee 
into the country, where I saw many labourers work* 
ing with several sorts of tools in the ground, but was 
not able to conjecture what they were about ; neither 
did I observe any expectation either of corn or grass, 
tf though the sod appeared to be excellent I could 
oot forbear admiring at these odd appearances, botb 
in town and country ; and I made bold to desire my 
Qondttctor, that he would be pleased to explain to 
■le, what could be meant by so nAoy busy heads, 
hands, and faces, both in the streets and the fields, 
because I did not discover any good effects they pro» 
duced ; but, on tlie contrary, 1 novar knew a soil so 
unhappily cultivated, houses so ill contrived and sa 
ruinous, or a people, whose countenances and habit, 
expressed so nj^uch misery and waat 

This lord Munodi was a person of the first rank^ 

and had been some years ^vernor of Lagado^ but 

5 . _ .,y,....., ^^^^.^^ 
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^ a cabal of ministers, vftA discharge! for insaffi*- 
ciency. However the king treated him widi tendet^ 
ness as a well-meaning man, font of a lowcontempti* 
ble understanding. 

AVheh I gave that free censure of the country an4 
its inhabitants, he made fio farther answer, than by 
telling me^ '* that I had not beeti long enouf^ among 
them to form a judgment : and that the different 
nations of the world had different customs f with 
0th6r common topickd to the same purpose. But, 
when we returned to his palace, he asked me ^* how 
1 liked the building, what absurdities I observed^ 
and what quarrel I had with the dress or looks of 
liift domestkrkfl." This he might safely do ; because 
every thing about him was magnificent, rej^ular, and 
polite. I answered, " that ms excellences pru- 
dence, quality, and fbrtuhe, hadexempted hmi from 
ttiote delects, which folly and beggary had produced 
toother*.'^ He said, " if I would go with him to his 
countrv-^ouse, about twenty milet distant, where his 
estate lay, tfa^e would be more l^ure for this kind 
of conversation. I told his excellency, *' that I wa« 
entirely at his disposal f land accordingly we set out 
AQxt morning; 

During our journey, he made me observe the se- 
veral methods used by farmers in managing their 
lands ; which to me were wholly unaccomitable | 
fcr, except in B6me very few places, I could not dis- 
cover one ear of corn, cfr blade of grass. But, in 
tiiree hours traveUkig, tb% scene was wholly altered \ 
^ve came into a most beautiful country : farmers; 
booses, at small distances, neatly built, the fielde 
•ndosedy containing vineyards, corn-grounds, and 
meadows. Neither do I remember to have seen a 
>iote delightful prospect. His excellency observed 
ay countenance to clear up ; he told me with a sigh, 
** that there his estate began, and would continue the 
till we should come to his ||f|Mf^^ J^i^ liia 
s 2 
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countrymen ridiculed and tlespis(.tl him, for manaff* 
ing his affairs no better, and for setting so ill. an ex* 
simple to the kingdom; which however was followed 
by very few, such as were old, and wilful, and weak 
like himself." 

• We came at length to the house, .wliich was in- 
deed a noble structure, built, according to the best 
rules of ancient architecture. The. fountains, gar- 
dens, walks, avenues, and .groves, were all disposed 
with e^act judgment and taste. I gave due praises 
to every tiling I saw, whereof his excellectcy took 
not the least notice till after supper; when, there 
being no third compatuon, be told me with a verj 
melancholy air, '^ that he doubted "he must throw 
dow{i his houses in town and country, to rebuild 
them after tlie present mode ; destroy all.his plan* 
tations, and cast otliers into such a fgrm as modem 
usage required, and ^ye the san^ directions to all 
his tenants, unless he would submit to iecur the 
censure of pride, singularity, affectation, igmtfaace* 
caprice, and perhaps increase his nuyest/s dis-i 
pleasure. That the admiration! appeared to be 
under would cease or din^inish^ when he had in- 
formed me of some particulars, which probably I 

• never heantf of at court; the people there being to^ 
much taken up in their own speculations, to have 
regard to what passed here below." 
. The sum of his discourse was to tliis effect: *^ \hzk 
about forty years ago, certain persons ^ent .. up tie 
Laputa, ei^er upon business or diversion, and after 
Bve months continuance, came back witli 4 verf 
little smattering in math^niaticks, but full of volatile 
spirits, acquired in that airy region. That these . 
persons, upon their return, began. to dislike the ma*- 

. nagement of every thing below, and fell into sphemee 
of putting all arts, sciences, languages, ax^ me- 
chanicks, upon a new foot. To this end, they |)n>- 
cured a royal patent, for erecting an academy ot 



pfOjoctors in Lagado; •nd the humour prevailed ao 
itrongly among the people, that there is not a tova 
o£ any coosequance in the kingdom, without such 
ao academy. In tliese coileget, the professors con* 
ttive new rules and methods of agriculture and 
imUdiogy and ^ew instruments and tools, for all 
trades and manufactures ; 'whereby, as they under- 
tak% ODO man shall do the work of ten ; a palace 
Biay be built in a week, of materials so durable, as 
tf> latC ibr ever without repairing. All the fruits of 
the tarth sliall come to maturity, at whate-ver sea- 
son we think fit to choose, and increase a hundred 
lold more tlian they do at present; with innuroera- 
Uaother liappy proposals. The o.nly inconvenience 
if, that none of these projects are yet brouf^t to 
pei^tion ; and in the mean time, the whole ooun* 
try lies miserably waste, the houses in ruins, and 
tha peoipit without food or clothes. By all which^ 
iBStwi of being discouraged, they are fifty times 
more violently bent upon prosecuting their schemes, 
dwmn equally on by hope and despair: that as for 
himself, being not of an enterprising spirit, he was 
cftattftt to go on in the . old forms, to live in the 
houses his ancestors had built, and act as they did,* 
m eviby part of life, without i&noyatioxi. That 
Some few other parsons of quality, and gentry, had 
done die same, oat were looked on with an eye of 
ocmtnipt and UKwill, aii eneaiies to art, ignorant^ 
axid til comnumwealths men, prefarriag their own 
aeae and sloth, before the general improvement of 
their country." ' 

His lordship added, " that he would not, by any 
farther particulars, prevent the pleasure I should 
certainly take, in viewing the grand academy, whi- 
ther he w^ resolved I should go.^ He only desired 
me to observe a ruined building, upon the side of a 
mountain about three miles distant, of which he 
gave me this account; ** thai he hada very conve* 
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nient mill within half a mile of his house, turned hf: 
a current from a lai^ river, ancL sufficient iar km 
own family, as well as a ^reat number of his teoanlA, 
That about seven years ago, a club of those pro^ 
^ jectors came to him widi proposals to destroy this 
mill, and build another on the side of that moun- 
tain,, on the long ridge whereof^ a long canal must 
be cut, for a repository of water, to be conveyed up 
by pipes and ez^nes to supply the mill : because 
the wind and air upon a heighth, agitated the ^nrnter, 
and thereby made it fitter for motion : and because 
the water, descending down a declivity, would t^ni 
the mill with half the current of a river, whose couise 
is more upon a level/', lie said, ^' that being thea 
not very well with the court, and pressed by manf 
of his friends, he complied with the proposal; and 
after employing a hundred men for two years, fttst 
work miscarried, the projectors went off, laying Hie 
blame entirely upon him, railing at him ever ^noe;, 
and putting others upon the same experiment, wtdi 
equal assurance of sucq^ss, as well as equal disap- 
pointment. 

' 111 . a few days we came back to town, and hm 
excellency, considering the bad character he had ia 
the academy, would not go .wiUi me himself^ but 
recommended me to a friend of his, to bearmecim- 
pany thither. My lord was pleased to represent me- 
as a great admirer of projects, and a person of much- 
' curiosity, and eaSy belief; which, indeed, was not 
without truth ; for I had myself been a. sort of pro« 
jector in my younger days. 
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CHAP. V. 

ME AUTHOR PERMITTED TO SEE THE 6RAND 
ACAHEJVIY QF LAGADO. THE ACADEMY LARGE- 
l*y DESCRIBED. THE ARTS WHEREIN THE 
PROFESSORS EMPLOY THEMSELVES. 

1 HIS academy is not an entire single buiUii^gy but 
a continuation of several houses on both sides of a 
street, whicb^ growing waste, was purchased and 
applied to that use. 

I was received very kindly by the warden, and 
went for many days to the academy. Every room 
has in it one or more projectors ; and I believe I 
could not be in fewer than five hundred rooms. 

The first man I saw was of a meagre aspect, witli 
sootyhandsandface, his hair and beard long, ragged 
and singed in several places. His clothes, shirt, and 
skin, were all of the same colour. He had been 
eight years upon a project for extracting sun-beams 
out of cucumbers, which were to be put in viala 
hermetically sealed, and let out to warm the air, la 
raw inclement sunmiers. He told me, he did not 
doubt, that in eight years more, he should be abl^ 
to supply^ the governor's gardens with sunshine, at a 
reasonable rate ; but he complained tliat his stock, 
was low, and in treated me " to give him something. 
as an encouragement to ingenuity, especially since 
this had been a very dear season for cucumbers/'. 
I made him a small present, for my lord, had fur-; 
nished me with money on purpose, because he knew^ 
their practice of begging from all who go to see 
them. 

I went into another chamber, but was ready ta 
hasten back, being, almost overcome with a horrible 
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stiuk. My conductor pressed me forward, conjur- 
ing me in a whisper " to give no offence, which would 
be highly resented, aiul therefore I durst not so much 
as stop my nose. The projector of this ceil was th« 
most ancient student of the academy; his face and 
beard were of a pale yellow ; his hands and clothed 
dawbed over with filth. When I was presented to 
him, he gave me a close embrace; a compliment I 
could well have excused. -His employment, fk-om 
his first coming into the academy, was an operation 
to reduce human excrement to its original food, by 
separating the several part^, remo^ng the tincCuiC 
which it receives from the gall, makii^ the ordure 
exhale, and scumming off the saliva. He had A 
weekly allowance, from the society, of a vessel filled 
-with human ordure, about the bigness of a Bristol 
barrel. 

I saw another at work so calcine i^ into gun-* 
powder; who likewise showed me a treatise he had 
written concerning the malleability of fir«, which htt 
intended to publish. 

There was a most ingenious architect, who had 
contrived a new method for building houses, Irf 
beginnnfig at the roiof, and\vorking downward to th^ 
foundation; Which he justified to me, by the like 
practice of ^i6se two prudent insects, the bee and 
tiie spider. 

lliere was a man bom blind, who had several 
apprentices in his^ own condition : their employ- • 
mefit was to mix colours for painters, which their 
master tauglit tliem to distinguish, by feeling and 
«m«lling. It was indeed my misfortune to find 
• them at that time not very perfect in tlieir lessohs, 
and the professor himself, happened to be generally 
mistaken. This ^.rtist, is nauch encouraged and 
esteemed, by the whole fraternity. 

In another apartment, I was highly pleased with 
A projector who l»d found a darice of plowmg 
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<ftc grauod with hogs, to save the charges of 
piouglis^ cattle, and labour. The method is this ; 
in an acre of ground you bury^, at six inches distance 
amd eight deep^ a quai^tity of acorns, dates, chcsnuts, 
and other mast or vegetables, whereof these animal9 
are fondest ; then you drive six hundred or more of 
them. into, the iield, wtei'e, in a few days, they will 
root up the whole grotuid in search of their feed, 
and make it £t for sowing, at tlie same time manurtt 
ing it with their dung ; it is true, upon experitnent^/ 
they found the charge and trouble very great, 
and they had little or no crop. However, it is not 
doubted, that this invention may be capable of great 
improvement. 

. I went into another room, where the walls and 
ceiling were all hung round with cdbwebs, except 
a narrow passage for the artist to go in and out. At 
my entrance, he called aloud to me " not to disturb 
his webs.'' He lamented " the fatal mistake the 
world had been ^o long . in, of using silk-worms, 
while we had such plenty of domestick insects, who 
injQnitely excelled' the former, because they under* 
stood how to weave, as well' as spin." And he pro- 
posed farther, "that by epipjoy ing. spiders, the charge 
of dying silks should be wholly saved ;" whereof I 
was fully convinced, when he showed roe a vast . 
number of flies most beautifully coloured, wherewith 
he fed his spiders, assuring us " that the webs would 
take a tincture from them ; and as he had them of 
^U hues, be hoped to fit every body's fancy, as sooa 
^ he could And proper food for the files, of certain 
gums, oils, and other glutinous matter, to give a* 
strength and consistence to the threads." . 

There was an astronomer, who had undertaken 
to plaoe a sun-dial upon the great weather-cock oq 
the town-house, by adjusting the annual and diur- 
nal motions of the earth and sun, so as to answer and 
coincide with all accidental turnings of the wind. 
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I was complaining of a «mall fit of thecolklt^ 
upon which my conductor led me ii^ a room 
where a great physician rctdded, who wat iunooi 
ibr curing that disease, by contrary operations froai 
the same instrument. He had a lar^ pair of M« 
lows, with a loi^ slender muzde of ivory : this hm 
conveyed eight inches up the anus, and dfaiwiag 
in the wlad,^ he affirmed he could make tte guta 
as ku^ as a dried bladder. Bat when the dismw 
was more stubborn and violent, he l^ i& the ma^* 
uie while the bellows were full of wind, which ha 
discharged into the body of the patiait; then fi'ith^ 
drew the instrument to replenish it, c^>ping l»i 
thumb strongly against the orifice of the fuadattieoi} 
and this being repeated three or four doies, the ad^ 
irentitiottft wind would rush out, bringing the stoxh* 
oas along with it, <like water put into a ptfii4»> 
and the patient recovered. I saw him try botli 
experiments upon a dog, but could not discern ani^ 
eilect from tlie formen After the latter the aiuauit 
was ready to burst, and made so violent a dtsd^ar^ 
as was very o^nsive to me and my oompanionflu 
ITie dog died on tJie spot, and we left the doctor 
endeavouring to recover him, by tfie same Qp»* 
ration. 

i visited many otlier apartments, but shall not 
trouble my reader with all the curtosittes I observadiy 
being studious of brevity. 

I had hitherto seen only one ^de of the aeade^^ 
the other being appropriated to the advancerg of 
^)eculative learning, of whom I ^lall say acmethlnf^ 
when I have mentioned one illustiioos persoti osonty 
who is called among them ** the universal arti^** 
He told us, *• he had been thirty years mmpAoykig 
his thoughts for the improvement of human l4fe< - 
He had two large rooms full of wocderful curio^ 
ties, and fifty men at work. Some, wer^ condea^ 
ing air into a dry tangible auUtanca^ by_«tia4;titif 
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the nitre, ead letting the aqueous or floid porticiea 
percolate; otbera, softening marble, for pillows and 
pincashioBs : Gathers, petrifying the hoofs of a liv- 
ing horse, to preserve them from foundering. * The 
artist himself, was at tiiat time busy upon two great 
designs; the ^rst te sow land with chaff, wherein 
he ^iRrmed the true seminal virtue to be contained, 
as he demonstrated by several experiments, which I 
was not skilful enough to comprehend. The other 
was, by ascertain composition of guni3, minerals, 
and vegetables, outwaxvily applied, to prevent tiie 
growth of wool upon two young lambs; aud he 
hoped, in a reasonable time, to propagate the breed 
of naked sheep, all over the kingdom. 

We crossed a walk to the other part of tlie aca« 
demy, where, as I have already said, the projectors, 
in speculative learning resided. 

'Hie irst professor I saw, was in a very large room, 
with forty pupils about him. After salutation, ob-^ 
serving me to look earnestly upon a frame, which 
took up thie greatest part of both the length and 
breadth of the room, he said, ** Perhaps I might 
wonder to see him employed in a project for improve 
mg speculative knowledge, by practical and mecha-* 
nical operations. But the world would soon be 
aensible of its naefulness; and be flattered bimaelf, 
ihint a more nofaie exalted thought, never sprang m 
any otfa«r man's head. Every one knewt ^^^ labo-« 
rioua the usnal method is of attaiping to arts and 
aciennes ; whefeas, by his contrivane e> the most 
i^imnt person, at a neasonsUe change, and witfar 
a litade bodily labour, might witte books in philoeo-* 
phy, poetry, politicks, laws, mathematicks, and 
theology, without the least assistance from genius 
or stocfy.'^ He then led me to tiiie frame, about the 
sides whereof all his pnpib stood in ranks. It waa 
twenty feet sqaare, placeciintlje middle of tltieroomw 
The superficies was oompoaed of several bits of 
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wood, about the bigness of a die^ but som9 larger 
than others. They were all linked together by 
slender wires. These bits of wood, were covered 
on every square^ with paper pasted. on them; and 
on these paper8,/were written all the words x)f their 
language, in their several moods, tenses, and declen- 
sions; but without any order*. The professor then 
desired me ** to observe ; for he was gbing to;tet 
his engine at work."' The pupils, at Ins command^ 
took each of them hold of an iron handle, whereof 
there were forty fixed round the edges of the frame; 
and giving them ^ sudden -turn, t^ie whole disposi- 
tion of the' words was entirely changed. He thett 
commanded six and thirty of the lads, to read the 
several lines soft^y, as they appeared upon theirame ; 
and where tjiey.foaud three or four words tc^ether, 
that might make part of a sentence, they dictated to 
the four remaining boys, who were scribes. This 
.work was repeated three or foirr times ; and at every 
turn, the engine was. so contrived, that the wor<k 
shifted, into new places, as the square bits of wood 
moved upside down. 

Six hours a day th e young students were employed 
in this labour ; and tlve professor showed me se* 
•veral volunies in lai^e folio, already collected,' 
of broken sentences, which he intencbed to piece 
together, and out of those rich materials, to give the 
world a complete body of all arts and. sciences ; 
which however naight be still improved, and much 
expedited, . if the public would raise a fund lor 
taiakingand employing five hundred such frames in 
Lagado, and obli^ tlie managers to contribute ia 
commoi^ their several, collections. 

lie assured me, '* that this invention had employed 
alibis thoughts from his youth ; that he had emptied 
{be whole vocabulary into his frame, and made the 
strictest computation of the jgeneral proportion 
there is in books, between the numbers of particles, 
liounS; and verbg; and other parts of speech." 
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I made my humblest acknowledgment to this il- 
lustrious person, for his great communicativeness; 
and promised, «* if ever I had the good fortune to 
return to my native country, that I would do him jus- 
tice, as the sole inventor of this wonderful machine;" 
the form and contrivance of which I desired leave 
to delineate on paper, as in the figure here annexed. 
I told him, " although it were the custom of our 
learned in Europe, to steal inventions from each 
other, who had tliereby at least this advantage, that 
it became a controversy which was the right owner; 
yet I would take such cautioii, that he should have 
the honour entire^ without a rival." 

We next went to the school of languages, where 
three professors Sat in consultation, upon improv- 
ing that of their own country. 

The first project was, to shorten discourse, by cot- 
ting polysyllables into One, and leaving out verbs 
und participles ; because in reality, all things imagi- 
nable ate but nouns. 

The other project was, a scheme for tntirrfy. abo- 
lishing all words whatsoever; and this* was urged as 
a great advantage in point of health, as well as 
brevity. For it is plain, that every word we speak, 
is, ia some degree^ a diminution of our lungs by cor- 
rosion ; and consequently, contributes to the shorten- 
ii\g of our lives. An expedient \va$ therefore of- 
fered, *^ that since words are only names for things, 
it would be more convenient, for aJl men to carry 
about them such- things, as were necessary to express 
a particular business they are to discourse on.** 
And this invention would certainly have taken place, 
to the ^I'eat ease as well as healttl of the subject, if 
the women, in conjunction with the vulgar and illi- 
terate, had not threatened to raise a rebellion, 
unless they might be allowed the liberty to speak 
yiith their tongues, ater the manner of their fore- 
lathers; such constao^^irreconcilQabk enemies to 
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science, ore the common people. However, many 
of the mo3t learned and wm, adhere to the new 
scheme of exiu-essing themselves by things ; which 
has only this inconvenience attending it, that if a 
man's business be very great, and of various kinds, 
he must he obliged, in proportion, to carry a greater 
bundle of things upon his back, unless he can afford 
one or two strong servants to attend him. I have 
often beheld two of those sages, almost sinking under 
the weight of their packs, like pedlars anu)ug us ; 
who, when they naet in the street, would lay down 
tlieir lo^i <^n their sacks, md hold convt^rsatioa 
for an hour togetlier; then put up their ioiplements, 
help each oth^ to re^umfe tlmr burdens, and take 
their l^ave. 

But for short conversations, a man may carry im- 
plements in liis poekats«and under his arms, euougli 
to supply hun ; and in his house^ he cannot be at a 
loss. Therefore the room* where company meet 
who practise this art, is full of all things, ready at 
biMKl, requisite to iurnish matter for this kind of ar- 
tificial converse. 

Anotl^er great adrantage proposed by this iuTei^ 
tion, wa«, that it would serve as a universal lan^ 
guage, to be understood in aU civilieed natioAs^ whose 
good^ and uteuaib are i^erally (^ the some kind^ 
or nearly reaembUngi so that their uses Aiigbt oaaily 
be coyoprebended. And thu«» ambattadors yonld 
be quajlli0d to treat with loreign f>fiiiee»» or mini* 
liters of atatet to wboie tongues thsy vene vtter 
vtrADgers. 

. I wafi at the inatbenatic«J achool» vdiere tha 
Dd^teter taught to pupilft, a^t»r a method, scarce im«^ 
gUMible to u4 m £ttrope^ Thefuroposidon^ and de« 
j)i£m$tratio9, wei^ fieurly imtcxm oo a tUn .va^^ 
mtk i^k composed of a c^ifthalick tincture* Thist 
tto »t^Mto|t wa^ to /^vwlknv «i^n a Acting jM>oa^^ 
ai^4 lor 1^^^ ^ya felfamipg^flat nothing but totad 
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fthd water. As the wafer digested, the tincture 
mounted to his brain, bearing the proposition along 
with it. But the sucxsess has not hitherto be^n 
answerable, partly by some errour in the qwmtum or 
composition, and partly by the perverseness of lads, 
to whom this bolus is so nauseous, that they gene-^ 
. rally steal aside, and discharge it upwards, before 
it can operate ; ndtfaer have they been yet perguaded 
to use so long an abstinence, as the prescription re« 
quires* 

CHAP. VI. 
M. PARTHSR ACCOtTNT OF THE ACADEMY. TH« 
AUtHOlt PRO!POSES SOME IMPROVEMENTS, 
WHICH ARE BONOURABlY RECEIVED. 

Iif the school of political projectors, I was but ill 
entertained ; the professors appearing, iu my judg* 
meat, wholly out of their senses ; which is a scene^ 
that never fails to -make me melancholy. These 
unhappy people were proposing schemes, for per- 
suading monarchs to choose favourites, upon the 
score of their wisdom, capacity, and virtue ; of teach* 
iUg ministers to consult the public good ; of rewaixl- 
ing merit, great abilities, and eminent services ; of 
instructing princes to know tiieir true interest, by 
placing it on the Same fpundation with that of theif 
people ; of choosing for employments, persons qua- 
. lified to exercise tliein ; with many other wild im-* 
possible chimeras, that never entered before into the 
heart of man to conceive ; and confirmed in me the 
old observation, " that there is nothing so extra- 
vagant and irrational, which some philosophers have 
not maintained for truth '^ 

Btit tiowever, I sliaJl so far do justice to tliis part 

of the academy, as to acknowledge that all of them 

were hot so visionary. There was a most ingenious 

doctor, who seemed to be perfectly versed in ihm 

T 2 ^' ^^^ ', 



SOS Gulliver's travels: part ^nr. 
wliole naturer and system of .government. This il- 
lustrious person, had very usefully employed his 
studies, in finding out effectual renuxlies for all dis« 
eases and corruptions, to which the several kinds 
of publick administration are subject, by the vices or 
infirmities of those who govern, as well as by the 
licentiousness of those who are to obey. For in- 
stance ; whereas all writers and reasoners haveagreed» 
that there is a strict universal resemblance, between 
the natural and the political body; can there be any 
thing more evident, than that the health of both 
must be preserved, and. the diseases cured, by the 
same prescriptions ? It is allowed, that senates an«l 
great counsels are often troubled with redundant, 
ebullient, and other peccant humours ; with many 
diseases of the head, and more of the heart ; with 
strong convulsions, witltgrievous contractions of the 
ner\'es and sinews in both hands, but especially the 
right ; With spleen, flatus, vertigoes, and deliriums ; 
with scrofulous tumours, full of fetid purulent mat- 
ter; with sour frothy ructations ; with canine appe- 
tites, and crudeness of digestion, beside many others' 
needless to mention. This doctor therefore proposed, 
" that upon the meeting of tlie senate, certain physi- 
cians should attend at the three first days of theif- 
sitting, and at the close of each day's debate, feel the 
pulses of every senator; after which having maturely 
considered and consulted iipon the nature of the se- 
veral maladies, and the methods of cure, they should 
on the fourth day, return to the senate-house, at* 
tended by their apotliecaries stored with proper ine- 
-dicines ; and before the members sat, administer to 
each of them lenitives, aperitives, abstersives, cor- 
rosives, restringents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalal- 
gicks, ictericks, apophlegmaticks, acousticks, as their 
several cases required ; and according as these me- 
dicines should operate, repeat, alter, or omit them» 
at tlie next meeting." 
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Hiis project could not be of any great expense 
to the pubUck ; and mighty in my poor opinion, be 
of much use for the dispatch of businessy in those 
countries, where senates have any share in the legis- 
lative power ; beget unanimity, shorten debaiesi open 
a few moutlHS which are now closed^ and close many 
myre, which are now open ; curb the petulancy of 
the young, and correct the positiveness of the old ; 
rouse the stupid, and damp the pert« 

Again : becuuse it is a general complaint, that the 
^Etvouritkfs of princes are troubled with short and weak 
memories ; the same doctor proposed, *^ that whoever 
attended a first minister,' after having told his busi- 
fiess, with the utmost brevity and in , the plainest 
words, should, at his departure, give the said mini* 
ster a tweak by the nose> or a kick on the belly, or 
tread on his corns, or lug him thrice by both ears^ 
or run a pin into his breech, or pinch his arm black 
and blue, to prevent fbrgetiulness : and at every 
levee day, repeat the same operation^ till the business 
were done, or absolutely refused. 

He Mkewise directed, " tliat every senator in the 
great council of a nation, after he had delivered his 
opinion^ and argued in the deience of it» should foe 
obliged to give his vote directly contrary ; because, 
if that were done^ the result would in^libly termi* 
nate in the good of the publick*^ 

When parties m a state are violent, he offered a 
wonderful contrivance to reconcile them. I'he me- 
thod is this : you take a hundred leaders of eadh 
party ; yoa dispose them into couplbs of such, whoscr 
lisads are nearest of a size ; then let two nice ope* 
rators saw off the occiput of each couple at the tame 
ttttw, in such a mann^, that tlie brain may be equally 
divided. Let the occiputs, thus cut off^ be inter- 
cbatiged, applying each to the head of his oppodie* 
paity-maa. It seems indeed to be a work that re« 
quires some exactness^ but the professor assured us^ 
T 3 
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" that if it were dexterou&ly performed, the core 
would be inftdlible." For he argued thus ; " that 
tlie two half brains, being left to debate the mattlBF 
between themselves within the space of one skull, 
would soon come to a good understandihg ; and 
produce that moderation, as well as regularity of 
thinking, so much to be wished for in the heads of 
those, who imagine they come into the world, only 
to watch and govern its motion : and as to the dif-^ 
fier^nce of brains, in quantity or quality, atlaong 
those who are directors in faction," the doctor as- 
sured us, from his own knowledge, that '' it was a 
perfect trifle." 

I heard a very warm debate between two profes- 
sors, about the most commodious and effectual ways 
and means* of raising money, without grieving the 
subject. The first affirmed, ^ the justest method 
would be, to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly; 
and the sum fixed upon every man, to be rated after 
the fairest manner, by a jury of his neighbours.'' The 
second, was of an opinion directly contrary; ^' to tajc. 
those qualities of body and mind, for which men 
chiefly value themselves ; the rate to be more or less, 
according to the degrees of excelling ; the decision 
whereof, should be left entirely to their own breast." 
The highest tax was upon men, who are the greatest 
favourites of the other sex, and the assessments, ac* 
cording to the number and nature of the favours they 
have received ; for which, they are allowed to be 
their own vouchers. Wit, valour, and politeness, 
were likewise proposed to be largely taxed, and col- 
lected in the same manner, by every person's giving 
his own word, for the quantum of what he possessed. 
But as to honour, justice, wisdom, and learning, they 
should not be taxed at all ; because they are qualifi*- 
cations of so singular a kind, that no man will either 
allow them in his neighbour, or value them in him* 
self. 
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The vomea were proposed to be taxed, accord- 
ing to their beauty, .and skill in dressing, wherein 
they had the same privilege with the men, to be 
determined by their own judgment. But constancy,- 
chastity, good sense, and good nature, were not 
rated, because they would not bear the charge of 
collecting. ' , 

To keep senators in the interest of the croWn, it 
was proposed, that the members should raffle for 
employments : every man first taking an oath, and 
giving security, that he would vote for the court, 
whether he won or not ; after which^ the losers had, 
in their turn, the liberty of raffling upon the next va- 
cancy. Thus, hope and expectation would be kept 
alive; none would complain of broken promises, but 
impute their disappointments wholly to fortune, 
whose shoulders are broader and stronger than those 
of a ministry. 

Another professor, showed me a large paper of in- 
structions, for discovering plots and conspiracies 
against the government. . He advised great statesmen 
to examine into the diet of all suspected persoris ; 
their times of calihg ; upon which side they lay in 
bed ; with which hand they wiped their posteriors ; 
take a strict view, of their excrements; and from the 
colour, the ordure, the taste, the consistence, the 
crudeness, or maturity of digestion, form a judg- 
ment of their thoughts and designs. Because nieu 
are never so serious, thoughtful, and intent, as when 
they are at stool, which he found by frequent expe- 
riment : for, in such conjunctures, when he used, 
merely as a trial, to consider which was the best way 
of murdering the king, his ordure would have a tine* 
ture of green : but quite different, when he thought 
only of raising an ii^urrectio% or burning the me- 
tropolis. 

The whole discourse was written witti great acute- 
Aess, containing many observations; both jcurious 
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and useful for politicians ; but, as I conceiired^ not 
altogether complete. This I ventured to tell the 
author^ atid o<!^red, if he pleased, to nippfy htm 
with some additions. He received my proposition* 
with more compliance, than is usual among writersy 
especially those of the projecting species ; profes- 
sing '^ he would be gkd to receive farther informa* 
tion/' \ 

I told him, ^* thkt in the kingdom of Tribiua, hy 
the natives called Langdon, where I hiid sojourned 
sbme time in my travels, the bulk of the people con* 
»ist in a manner wholly of discoverers, liritiMsetb, in- 
formers, accusei-s, prosecutors, eviden^tes, sa^earers, 
together witli tlieir several subservient and subaltern 
instruments, all under tlie colours, the conduct, and 
the pay of ministers of state, and their deputies. The 
plots, in that kingdom^ are usually the workmanship 
of those persons, who desire to raise their own cha* 
racters of profound politicians ; to restore new Vi- 
gour 'to a crazy administraticm ; to stifle or divert 
general discontents ; to fill their cofliers with for- 
ifeitures ; and raise or sink the opinion of publidt 
credit, as either shall best answer their private ad- 
vantage. It is first agreed and settled among them, 
what suspected pereons shall be accused of a plot : 
then, eflectuai care is taken to secure ail their let- 
ters and papers, and put the owners in chains. These* 
papers are delivered to a set of artists, very dexter- 
ous in finding out the invsterious meanings of words, 
syllables, and letters : ror instance, they can disco- 
ver a closestool, to signify a privy-council ; a dock 
of geese, a senate; a lame dog*, an invader; ^A 
plague, a standing army ; a bu22ard, a prime mn 
nister; the gout, a high priest; a gibbet, a secretary 
of state ; a chamber-^pot, a conunittee of graade^s ; 

* See th« proceedings i^thst Dr. Atterbary, ^Shop of Ro» 
chestcr»xnchBStauTnai8|yaLVi. K. 
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a sieve, a court' lady ; a broom, a revolution ; a 
mouse-trap, an employment ; a bottomless pit, a 
treasury ; a sink, a court ; a cap and bells, a fa- 
vourite ; a broken reed, a court of justice ; an 
empty tun, a general ; a running sore, the admini- 
stration. 

" When this method fails, they have two others 
more effectual, which the learned among them call 
acrosticks and anagrams. First, they can deciplier 
all initial letters into political meanings. Thus, Jf, 
shall signify a plot, B, a regiment of horse, L, a fleet 
at sea : or, secondly, by transposing the letters of 
the alphabet in any suspected papbr, they ' can lay 
open the deepest designs of a discontented jjarty. 
So for example, if I should say in a letter to a friend, 
** Our brother Tom has just got the pile?," a skilful 
decipherer would discover, that the same letters, 
"which compose that sentencs, may be analysed into 

the following words, ** Resist, a plot is brought 

home ^The tour." And this is the anagramma- 

tick method. 

The professor made me great acknowledgments 
for communicating these crbservations, and promised 
to make honourable mention of me in his treatise. 

' I saw nothing in this country, that could invite me 
to a longer continuance, and began to think of re- 
turning holne to England. 



CHAP. VII. 



*CHE AtJTHOa LEAVES LAGADO, ARRIVES AT 
MALDONADA. NO SHIP READY. HE TAKES 
A SHORT VOYAGE TO GLUBBDUBDRIB. HIS 
BXCEPTION BY THE GOVERNOR. 

The continent, of which this kingdom is a part, 
extends itself as I have reason to i)elieYe, eastward, 
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{o that unknown tract of America westward of Ca* 
ifomia; and north, to the Pacifick ocean, which is 
not above a hundred and fifty miles from Lagado ; 
where there is a good port, and much commerce 
vrith the great island of Luggnagg, situated to the 
north-west about 29 degrees north latitude, and 140 
longitude. This island of Luggnagg, stands south-- 
eastward of Japan, about a hundred leagues distant. 
Tliere is a strict allianoe between the Japanese em* 
peror, and tlie king of Lugguagg ; which affords fre« 
quent o]n)ortunitie8 of saiUng from one island to the 
other. I detertnined therefore to direct my course 
this way, in order to my return to Europe* I hired 
two mules, with a guide, to show me the way, and 
earry my small baggage. I took kave of my noble 
protector, who had shown me so much favour, and 
made me a generous present at my departure* 

My journey was without any accident or adven-^ 
ture worth relating. When I arrived at the port of 
Maldonada (for so it is called) there was no ship 
hi the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor likely to 
be in «ome time. The town is about as larg^ as 
Portsmouth. I soon fell into some acquaintance^ 
and was very hospitably received. A gentleman of 
distinction said to me, " that since the dups bound 
for Luggnagg could not be ready in less than a 
month, it might be no disagreeable amusement for 
me to take a trip to the little island of Glubbdub- 
drib, about five leagues off to the south-west." He 
offered himself and a friend to accompany me, and 
that I should be provided with a small convenient 
bark for the voyage. 

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the 
word, signifies the island of sorcerers or magicians. 
It is about one third as large as the isle of Wight, 
and extremely fruitful : it is governed by the head 
of a certain tribe, who are all magicians. This tribe 
marries only among each othe)r, and the eldest in 
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•occe^sioii is prince or governor. He has a noble 
palace, and a park of about three thousand acres, 
Mirpounded b}' a wall of hewn stone twenty feet high. 
In this pwit are several small encl0«ur«3 for cattl^ 
com, and gardening. 

The governor and his fitmily are served and at- 
tended by domesticks, of a kind some^vhat unusual. 
By his skill in necromancy, he has a power of calling 
whom he pleases from the dead, and commanding 
their «qrvioe for twenty-four hours, but no longer ; 
uofT can he call the same pe^rsons up again in less 
than three months, except upon very extraordinary 
pccasions. 

Wh^n vre arrived at the island, which wa« about 
eleven 4n the morning, one of the gentlemen w1k> 
accompanied me, went to the governor, and desired 
cuimittiiiice for a stranger, who came on purpose to 
have the honour of attending on his highness. Thi« 
wiis immediately granted, and we all three entered 
the gate of tlie palace, between two rows of guards, 
arn^ and dressed after a very antick manner, an^ 
something in their countenances, that made my flesh 
creep with a horrour I caimot express. We passed 
through several apartments, between servants of the 
aame sort, ranked on each side, as before, till we 
came to the chamber of presence; where, after three 
profound obeisances, and a few general questions, 
we wera permitted to sit on three stools, near the 
lowest step of his hi^mess's throne. He understood 
tbe lancuage of BaLnibaHai, idthoush it were dif- 
ferent uKmi that of this island, lie desired me to 
give iiim some account of my travels ; and^ to let 
me see that I sliovld be treated without ceremony^ 
lie disntissod all his at^teodaiits with a turn of his 
finder ; at which, to my great astonishment, ibey 
Tamshed ia an instant. Idee visio&s in a dream, when 
vre awake oa a enddem I conld not recover myself 
ia soUtatiiiAt) till tbe ^^ovemor assured me;, ** that 
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I should receive no hurt;" and observing my two 
companions to be under no concern, who had been 
often entertained in the same manner, I began to 
take courage, ajftd related to bis highness a short 
history of my several adventures; yet not without 
some hesitation, and frequently looking behind me 
to the place where I had seen those domestic spec- 
tres. I bad the honour to dine with the governor, 
where a new set of ghosts served up the meat, and 
waited at table. I now observed myself to be less 
terrified, than I had been in the morning* I stayed 
till sunset, but humbly desired his highness to ex- 
cuse me, for not accepting his invitation of lodging 
in the palace. My two friends and liay at a private 
house in the town adjoining, which is the capital of 
this little island ; and the next morning we returned 
to pay our duty to the governor, as he was pleased 
to conamand us, . 

After tliis manner we cpntinued in the island for 
ten days, most part of every day with the governor, 
and at night in our lodging, . I soon grew so fami- 
liarized to the sight of spirits, that after the third 
or fourth tinje they gave m<B jio emotion at all ; or, 
if I had any'apprehensipns left, my curiosity pre- 
vailed <>ver them, . For,. his highness the governor, 
ordered me " to call up whatever persons I would 
choose to name, and in whatever .numbers, among 
aU the dead from the beginning of the world to the 
present time, and conimand them to answer any 
questions I should think fit to ask ; witii this con- 
, dition, that my questions must be confined within 
the compass of the times they lived in. And pne 
thing i might depend upon, tliat they would cer- 
tainly tell me truth, for lying was a talent of no use 
in the low£r world." 

I made my humble d^^knowledgments to his high- 
ness for so great a favour* We were in a chamber, 
from whence there w^.u fw prospect iii(o .the park. 
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Atid because my first inclination was to be enter- 
tained with scenes of pomp and magnificence, I de^ 
sired to see Alexander the Great at the head of his 
army, just after the battle of Arbela; which, upon a 
motion of the governor's fi nger,immediately appeared 
in a large field, under the window where we stood^ 
Alexander was called up inlo the room ; it was with 
great difficulty that I understood his Greek, * and 
had but little of my own. He assured me upon bis 
honour, " that he was not poisoned, but died of . ^ 
bad fever by excessive drinking." t 

Next, I saw Hannibal passing the Alps, who told 
me " he bad not a drop of vinegar in his camp." t 

I saw Caesar and Pompey at the head of their 
troops, just ready to engage. I saw the former, in 
bis last great triumph.' I desired that the senate of 
Rome might appear before me, in one large cham- 
ber, and a modern representative in counterview, in 
"another. The first, seemed to be an assembly of 
heroes and demi-gods ; the other, a knot of pedlars, 
pickpockets, highwaymen, and bullies. 

• An feint from Gulliver, tliat we have lost the tree Greek 
i^iom. Orrbry. 

f In thtD pafiage there is a peciUiar beauty, though it is not 
discovered at an hasty view. The appearance of Alexander 
with a victorious army immediately after the battle of Arbela, 
produces only a declaration that he died by drunkenness; thus 
ioade<]uate and ridiculous in the eye of reason, is the ulcixnaGe 
purpose for which Alexander with his army marched into a re- 
niote country, subverted a mighty enipire, and deluged a nation ^ 
^ith blood ; he gained no more than an epithet to his nam«, 
which after a few repetftions was noionger regarded even by 
hinlself : thus the purpose of his resurrection appears to be at 
least equally important with that of his life, upcxi which it is a 
satire not moiie bitter than just. H. - • 

X Livy the Rmm historian has related, that Heamihal burnt a 
great pile of wood upon a rock that stopped his passage, and 
when it was thus heated poured vinegar upon it,, by which h 
was mavle so soft as to be easily cut through. H« 

' VOL. IX. , U ..........y^^^^.^ 
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The governor, at my request, gave the sign' for 
Caesar and Bjdtus to advance towards us. I was 
Struck with a profound veneration at the sight of 
Bnitirs, knd could easily discover the most'consum*- 
tnate virtue, the greatest intrepidity aiKi firmness of 
mind, the truest love of his country, and general 
)t)enevolience for mankind, in every lineament of his 
countenance. I observed with much pleasure, that 
these two persons wene in good intdligenee with 
%ach otiifer^ and Caesar freely confessed to me, " tfeat 
the greatest actidns of his own Kfe were not equal, 
ty many degrees, to the glory of taking it away." I 
had tiie honour to have ttmch tonversation with 
lirutus; and was told, ** that his ancest<:>r Junius, 
Socrates, 'Epaminondas,Cato the younger,* Sir Tho- 
Inas More, and hiinself, we^e perpetuaHy together:* 
a sextumvirate, to which all tlie ages of the worH 
cannot add a seventh. 

It would be tedious to trouble the reader witli re^ 
fating what vast numl)et-s of illustrious persons were 
called up, to gratify that insatiable deshr I had, to 
jsee the world in every period of autiauity placed 
before me. I chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding 
the destroyers of tyrants and usurpers, and the re- 
•storers of libefty, to oppressed and injured nations. 
But it is impos^le to express the satisfaction I re- 
ceived in my own mii^d, after such a manner, a9 to 
! it a suitsUde «ntertainmeQt to tbe reader. 



^, J am in some <loubt whetlner Cato the cauor tan fairly Claim 
a rank among so choice a group of .ghosts. OaRKftY.^^This 
note of his lordahjp isan encomium on the.ju^£n\cnt of our au* 
Ihor. who knew that Caio the e^mer and Catg the ,ymr^- were 
.very (Iiflf4{:^nti)«rs0a% .aa4 for good reasons ^elejrrca tU«i^i*- 
ter. H. 
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CHAP. vm. 



A FARTIIB^ ACCOUNT OF (}LtJBBD0BDRIB. AV* 
CXJSNT A»D MQOEttN HISTORY CORRECTED. 

Having a desire to see those aacients who weri 
iu€^t reaovi^ned for wit and learning, I set apart oni^ 
day on purpose; I proposed that Homer and Aris- 
totle might appear, at the liead of all their comment 
tators ; but these were so numerous, that some hun* 
dreds werjg forced to attend in the court, and out^ 
ward rooms of the palace. I knew, and could dis* 
tinguish those two heroes^ at first sight, not onl^ 
from the crowd, but from each other. Homer was 
the taller and comelier person of the two, walked 
very ,erect for one of his age, and his eyes were the 
most quick and piercing I ever beheld. Aristotle 
stooped much, and made use of a staff. His visag^ 
wai meagre, his hair lank and thin, and his voice 
hollow.* I soon discovered that both of them were 
perfect strangers to the rest of the company, an4 
bad never seen or heard of them before. And I ha<) 
a whisper from a ghost who shall be nameless, ** that 
these commentators always kept in the most distant 
quarters from their principals, in the lower world^ 
through a consciousness of shame and guilt, because 

* This description o(Ai;istoiie is fine, and in a few words ne» 
presents the trae nature of his works. By not having th« inv- 
moital spirit of Bomr, he was unable to keep his. body erect | 
and his staff which feebly supported him, like his comroen;- 
tators, made this defect more. conspicuous. He wanted not some 
useful qusiUties, but these rgaJ ornaments^ like his hair, werb 
thin and nngraceful. Orr£ry.— In this the noble comnwntatdr 
seems to be mistaken, for it cannot be believed that ^iimk\& 
99ml t^iwnuiai^ bowevtr lew, wcra ungrscefui, H^ 

u 2 ^"'^''^^" r^"^'^ 
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they had so horribly misrepresented the meaning of 
those authors to posterity." I introduced Didymus 
and Eustathius to Homer, and prevailed on him to 
treat them better than perhaps they deserved, for 
he soon found they wanted a genius to enter into 
the. spirit of a poet. But Aristotle was out of all 
patience with the account. I gave him of Scotus and 
Ramus, as I presented them to him ; and he asked 
them, " whether the rest of the tribe were as great 
dunces as themselves ?" 

I tlien desired the governor to call up Descartes 
and Gassendi, with whom I prevailed to explain 
their systems to Aristotle. This great philosopher 
freely acknowledged his own mistakes in natural 
philosophy, because he proceeded in many things 
Tupon conjecture, as all men must do ; and he found, 
that Gassendi, who had made the doctrine of Epi- 
curus as palatable as he could, and the vortices of 
pescartes were equally to be exploded. He pre- 
dicted the same fate to attraction, whereof the pre- 
sent learned are such zealous asserters. He said, 
y tliat new systems of nature were but new fashions, 
which would vary in every age ; and even those, 
who pretend to demonstrate them from mathema- 
tical principles, would flourish but a short period of 
time, and be out of vogue when that was deter- 
mined." 

I spent five days in conversing with many others 
of the ancient learned. I saw most of the first Ro- 
man emperors. I prevailed on the governor to call 
up Eliogabalus's cooks to dress us a dinner, but they 
cpuld not show us ;nuch of tlieir skill, for want of 
materials. A helot of Agesilaus made us a dish of 
Spartan broth, but I was not able to get down a 
second spoonful. 

The two gentlemen, who conducted me 'to th^ 
island, were pressed by their private affairs to re- 
turn in thre€'days; which I employed iu seeing some 
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of the modern dead, who iiad made the greatest 
figure, for two or three hundred years past, in our 
own, and other oountries of Europe ; and having 
been always a great admirer of old illustrious fami- 
lies, I desired the governor would call upadozea 
or two of kings with their ancestors in order, for 
eight or nine generations. But my disappointment 
^as grievous and unexpected. For, instead of a 
long train with royal diadems, I saw in on& family 
two fiddlers, -three spruce courtiers, and an Italiaa 
prdate. In another, a barber, an abbot, and two 
cardinals. I have too great a veneration for crowned 
heads, to dwell any .longer on so nice a subject. 
But as to counts, marquisses, dukes, earls, and tlie 
like, I was not so scrupulous. And I confess, it was 
not without some pleasure, that I found myself abto 
to trace the particular features^ by which certain fa- 
milies are distinguished, up to Uieir originals. I 
could plainly discover, whence one family derives si 
long chin : why a second, has abounded with knaves 
for two generations, and fools for two more ; why a' 
tiiird, happened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to 
be sharpers; whence it came, what Polydore Vei^l 
flays of a certain great house, Nee virfortU, fleeces'- 
tntHu tajta; how cruelty, falshood, and cowardice 
grew to be characteristicks, by which certain fami-* 
lies are distinguished as much as by their coats of 
aeitns; who first brought the pox into a noble house, 
which has ^neally descended in scrofulous tumours 
to their posterity. Neither could I wonder at all 
this, when I saw such an interruption of lineages, by 
pages, lackeys, valets, coachman, gamesters, fid« ' 
tilers, placers, captains, and pickpockets. 

I was chiefiy disgusted with modern histoly. For 
having strictly examined all the persons of greatest ' 
name in the courts of princes, for a hundred years 
past, I found how the world had been misled by 

Pi;pstitute writers^ to ascribe the greatest exploits in 

^ ^2 -J-..., ^.^ 
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war, to cowards; the wisest counsel, to fools; sin- 
cerity, to flatterers; Romail virtue, to betrayers of 
their country; piety, to atheists; chastity, to sodo- 
mities; truth, to informers: how many innocent 
and excellent persons had been condemned to death 
or banishment, by the practising of g;reat ministers 
upon the corruption of judges, and the malice of 
factions: how many villains had been exalted to 
the highest places of trust, power, dignity, and 
profit; how great a share in the motions and events 
of courts, councils, and senates/mightbe challenged 
by bawds, whores, pimps, parasites, and buffoons ; 
how low an opinion I had of human, wisdom and 
integrity, when I was truly informed of the springs 
and motives of great enterprizes and revolutions in 
the world, and of the contemptible accidents to 
which they owed tlieir success. 

Here I discovered the roguery and ignorance of 
those who pretend to write anecdotes, or secret 
history; who send so many kings to th<i?ir graves 
"with a cup of poison; will repeat the dijscourse 
between a prince and chief minister, where no wit* 
oess was by ; unlock the thoughts and cabinets oi 
ambassadors and secretaries of state ; and have the 
perpetual misfortune to be mistaken. Here I dis- 
covered the true causes of many great events that 
have surprised tlie world ; how a whore can govern 
the back-stairs, the back-stairs a council, and the 
council a senate, A general confessed in my pre- 
sence, " that he got a victory purely by the force- 
of cowardice and ill conduct ;*' and an admiral, 
*• that for want of proper intelligence, he beat the 
enemy, to whom he intended to betray the fleet." 
Three kings protested to me, " that in their whole 
reigns they never did once prefer ^any person of 
merit, unless by mistake, or treachery of some mi- 
nister in whom they confided : neither would they do 
it if they were to live again;" and they showed^witk 
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great strength of reason, " that the royal thron^ 
could not be supported without corruption, because 
that positive, confident, restive temper, which virtue 
infused into a man, was a perpetual clog to publick 
business. 

I had the curiosity to inquire in a particular man- 
ner, by what method, great numbers had procured 
to themselves high titles of honour, and prodigious 
estates ; and I confined my inquiry to a very mo- 
dem period, however without grating upon present 
times, because I would be sure to give no offence, 
even to foreigners ; for I hope the reader need not 
to be told, that I do not in the least intend my own 
country, in what I say upon this occasion. A great 
number of 'persons concerned> were called up; and 
upon a very slight examination, discovered suQh~ a 
scene of infamy, that I cannot reflect upon it with- 
out some seriousness. Perjury, oppression^ subor- 
nation, fraud, pandarism, and. the like infirmities^ 
were among the most excusable arts they had to 
mention ; ^d for these I gave, as it was reasonable, 
great allowance. But when some confessed, they 
owed their greatness and wealth to sodomy, or inr 
cest ; otliers, to the prostituting of their own wives 
and daughters ; others, to the betraying of their 
country or their pripce ; some, to poisoning; more, 
to the perverting of justice, in order to destroy the 
iuuocent : I hope I may be pardoned, if tliese dis^^ 
coverie^ incline me a little to abate of that profound 
veneration, which 1 am naturally apt to pay to per- 
sons of high rank ; who ought to be treated with 
the utmost respect due to their sublime dignity, by. 
lifi their inferiours. . 

I had often read of some great services done to 
princes and states, and desired to see the persons by 
whom those services' were performed.. Upon inquiry. 
I was told, '^ that their names were to be found on 
no record, except §^ few of them, whom history hai^ 
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represented, as the vilest of rogues and traitory: 
As to the rest, I liAd never once heard ' of them. 
They all appeared with deleted looks, and in die 
meanest liabit; most of them telling me ** they 
died in poverty and disgrace, and the rest on a scat- 
fold Or a gibbet." 

Among others there was one person, whose case 
' appeared a little singular. He had a youth about 
eighteen years old standing by his side. He told me 
*< he had for many years b<^ commander of a ^ip; 
and in the sea-fight at Actium, had the good fortune 
to break tlirough the enem/s great line of battle, 
kink three of their capital ships, and take a fourth, 
which was the sole cause of Antony's flight,- anid of 
the victory that ensued ; that the youth standing by 
him, his only son, was killed in the action/' He 
added, ** that upon tlie confidence of some merit, 
the War being at an end, he went to Rome, andsoli^ 
cited at the court of Augustus to be preferred to a 
greater ship, whose ci>mmander had been killed ^ 
but, without any regard to his pretensions, it waa 
given to a boy, who had never seen the sea, the soa 
of Libertina, who waited on one of the emperor'a 
mistresses. Aetuming back to his own vessel he was 
charged with iieglect of duty, and the ship given to 
a favourite page of Fublidola, the vice*admtral i 
whereupon he retired to a poor ftirm at a great dis^* 
tanc6 from Rome, and there ended bis life.*' I vnm 
so curious to know the truth of this Wory, that i 
desired Agrippa might be called, who was admiral 
in that fight. He appeared, and con4rmed the whole 
account; but with much more advantage to the 
captain, whose modesty had extenuated or concealed 
a great pai^ of his merit. 

I was surprised to find corruption grown so hi^' 
and so quick in that empire, by the force of luxury 
so lately introduced ; which made me less wonder at 
many, parall^ cases in other eountri^; where ^icea 
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6f all^ kinds have reigned so much longer, and. where 
the whole pmise^as wf.U as pillage, has been engrossed 
l^y the chief commander, who perhaps had the least 
A titje to either. 
' As every person called up made exactly the same 
appearance he had done in the world, it gave me 
melancholy reflections to observe, how much the 
race of human kind was degenerated among us, with- 
ip these hundred years past. . How the pox, under 
all its consequences and denominations, had altered 
every lineament of an English countenance ; shorten- 
ed the size of bodies, unbraced the nerves, relaxed 
|he sinews and muscles, introduced a sallow com- 
plexion, and rendered the fle^h loose and rancid. 

I descended so low, as to desire some English 
yeoman of theold stamp, might be summoned to 
appear; once so famous for the simplicity of their 
manners, diet, and dress; for justice in their deal- 
ings ; for their true spirit of liberty ; for their valour 
and love of their country. Neither could I be 
wholly unmoved, after comparing the living wit^ 
the dead, when I considered how all these pur6 na- 
tive virtues, were prostituted for a piece of money 
by their grand-childreii; who, in selling their votes, 
and managing at elections, have acquired every 
vice and corruption^ that can possibly be learned 
in a court. 



CHAP. IX. 



THE AUTHOR RETURNS TO MALDOKADA. SAILS 
TO THE KINGDOM OF LUGONAGG. THE AU-* 
THOR COHFINBD. QE IS SENT FOR TO COURT. 
THE MANNER OF HIS ADMITTANCE. THE 
king's GREAT LENITY TO HIS SUBJECTS. 

The day of our departure being come, I took 
leave of his highness, the governour of Glubbdubdrib, 
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And retufned with my two companlottd to Maldo**' 
nada, where, after a fortnight's waiting, a ship was- 
ready to sail for Luggnagg. The two gefttlemen, 
and some others, were so generous and kind as to- 
furnish me with provisions, and see me on board. I 
was a month in this voyage. We had one violent 
storm, arid were under a necessity of stteeri»g west- 
ward to get into the trade-whid, which h^m for 
above sixty leagues. On the fist of Apfil, 1708, 
we sailed into Uie river of Clumegnig^ whfch is m 
seaport town, at the south-east point of Luggnagg* 
We cast anchor within a league of the town, amt 
made a signal for a pilot. Two of them came otf 
board in less than half an hour, by whom we vf&m 
guided between certain shoals and rocks, which are 
very dangerous in the passage, to a large basin> 
where a fleet may ride in safety, within a cable'* 
length of the town-wall. 

Some of our sailors, whether 6ut of treachery or 
inadvertence, had informed the pilots " that I wasn 
ftranger, and a great traveller ;" whereof these gav^ 
notice to a custom-house officer, by whom 1 was 
examined very strictly upon my landing. This of- 
ficer spoke to me in the language of Balnibarbij 
which, by the force of much commerce, is gene- 
rally understood in that town, espe^!ially by seamen, 
and those employed in the customs. 1 gave him a 
short account of some particulars, and made my 
story as plausible and consistent as I could; but I 
thought it necessary to disguise my country, and 
tall myself a Hollander ; because my intentions vrerm 
for Japan, and I knew the Dutch were the only 
Europeans, permitted to enter into that kingdom. 
I therefore told the officer, " that having been ship- 
wrecked on the coa$t of Balmbat^, and cast on a 
rock, I was received up into Laputa, or the flying- 
island, (of which he had often heard) and was now 
endeavouring to get to Japan, whence J[_ might ftnd 
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« cdttvCBience of retummg to my own country/' 
The oificer said, " I must he, confined till he could 
Mccive orckrs from court, for which he would write 
kximediatelyy and hoped to receive an answer in a 
fortnight/' I was carried to a convenient lodgings 
with a sentry placed at the dopr; however, I had 
the liberty of a lar^^e garden, and was treated with 
humanity enough, being maintained all the time at 
the king's oharg<&. I was invited by severd persons, 
chiefly out of curiosity, because it was reported that 
I came from countries very remote, of which they 
had never heard. 

I hired a young man, who came^n the same ship, 
to be an interpreter ; be was a native of Luggnagg, 
];^ut had lived some years at Maldonada, and was a 
pepfect^asler of boUi languages. By hi^ assistance, 
I was able tq hold a conversation with those ^ho 
came to visit me ; but this coniEasted only of their 
^(iieations, and aoy answers. 

The dispatch came Srom coui't about th^ time we 
•lepeetad. It (contained a waira^i for conducting 
tne a»d my retinue to Tv^iragiubk or Trildrogdrih, 
for it IB tprononnced both ways as near as I can re^ 
member, by a party of ^en horse. All my retinue 
sras that poor Imd for an inteii^feter, whom I per- 
aoailed into my service, and at my bumUe request^ 
we had each of us a mule to ride oa. A mes6en|;er 
jvm&dispatohed half a day's jowtiey before us, to give 
the;king notice of xav aif^oaoh ; aad to de3ire <' that 
his ma^enty would fdeafts to 9|>point a day a^d hour, 
anrben kwinild be ibis gracious plieasuife, that I might 
have tfaehonam'tolick the dust befpre hiafootstpoL^' 
Thk is the court style, and I found it to be nM)re 
tfaan matter of fopa. f or^ upon my admittance two 
days after my arrival, I was cbmmanded to crawl 
upon my belly, and Hck Uie floor as I advanced ; 
but, en account c£wy being a stranger, care was 
.'laken to have it jnaik so ckaa, that the <|ust was not 
offei^ve* However, this was a peculiar grace, not 
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allowed to any but persons of the higliest rank, whea 
they desire an admittance. Nay, sometimes the* 
. floor i« strewed with dust on purpose, when the per- 
soii to be admitted happens to have powerful ene- 
mies at court. And I have seen a gi»eat lord with 
his mouth socrammed, that -when he had crept to 
the proper distance from the thlrone, he was not able 
to speak a word. Neither is there any remedy ; 
because it is capital for those, who receive an au- 
dience, to spit or wipe their mouths in his majesty's 
presence. There is indeed another custom which I 
cannot altogether approve of: when the king has a 
mind to put any of his nobles to death, in a gentleiu- 
dulgent manner, he commands the floor to be strewed 
with ii certain browp po^Vderof a deadly composit ion, 
which, being licked up, infallibly kills him in twenty- 
four hours. But in justice to this prince's great 
clemency, .and the care he has of his subjects lives, 
(wherein it were much to be wished that the mo- 
narchs of Europe would imitate him) it must be 
mentioned for his honour, that strict orders ar« 
given to have the infected parts of the floor well 
waslled after every such execution; which if bis do- 
mesticks neglect, they are in danger of incurring his 
royal displeasu re. I myself heard him give directioBS^ 
that one of his pages should be whipped, whose 
turn it was to ^ive notice about washing the floor 
after an execution, but noaliciously had omitted it ; 
hy which neglect, a young lord, of great hopes, 
coming to an audience, was unfortunately poisoned, 
although the king at that time had no de^n against 
his life. But 'this good prince was so gracious, as 
to forgive the poor page bis whipping, upon promise 
that he wbuld do so no more, without special 
ordefs. 

To return frdm this digression ; when I had crqit 
within four yards of d^e throne, I raised myseIC 
gently upon my kn^et, and th^ striking xscj fgr^ 
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fcead seven times against the ground, I pronounced 
the following words, as they had been taught me 
tlie night before, InckpHng glqfthrohb squut serumm 
hihiop mlashnalt zmn tnodMku^tslhiophad guardlvbk 
asht. This is the compliment, established by the 
laws of the land, for all persons admitted to the king's 
presence. It may be rendered into English thus : 
«* May your celestial majesty outlive the sun, eleven 
moons and a half ?" To this the king returned some 
answer, which although 1 could not understand, 
yet I replied as I had been directed : FItUe drin 
yalerich dxculdomprastrad 7Tiirynsk y'whichproperly sig- 
nifies, " My tongue is in the mouth of my friend ;•' 
and by this expression was meant, that I desired 
leave to bring my interpreter; whereupon the young 
man, already mentioned, was accordingly intro^- 
duced ; by whose intervention I answered as many 
questions, as his majesty could put in al>ove an 
hour. I spoke in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my 
interpreter delivered my meaning in that of Luggr 
nagg. 

The king was much delighted with my com- 
pany, and ' ordered his bliffmarklub, or high cnam- 
berlain, to appoint a lodging in the court. f(tr me and 
my interpreter; with a daily allowance for my 
table, and a large purse of gold for my common 
expenses. 

I stayed three months in this country, out of 
perfect obedience to his majesty ; who was pleased 
highly to favour me, and made me very honourable 
offers. But I thought it more consistent with pru- 
dence and justice, to pass the remainder of my days 
with my wife and family. 
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C H A P. X 

^HE LUC0KAOOIANS COMMfiKD£D» A VAJLtU 
CI^LAR PESCHIPTJOK OF THE STRULDBfiLCOl^ 
WITH MANY COWE]t3ATION8^ BEftWEE^ TSf 
AITTJ^OR AND SOME EMIN|CKT F.EtLS^:Si&^ VT0m 
TttAT SUBJECT. 

"Xhe Luggnaggiang are a polite and gem^roiiB 
f>6opk ; ankd although they ace not witlK)«t soixie 
share of that pride which b peculiar to &U Easteni 
.countries, yet they show themselves courteous Xo 
Btrange^; espeqially such who Are couutesvici^ 
l>y the court. I had many acquaintance, and among 
pefBOQs of the belt fashion, and being always at- 
.tended by my inteipreter, the conversation we had 
\^as not didt^eeable. 

• OBe df^* in mu<ph good <co«ip^y, I was asked 
by a person of quality, " whether I had seen any of 
ikteix Hpul4brugs^ or immortals ?" I said, '' I ^ad 
4ftot?' and deaired he would expUi« to «ie ^' wjh^kt 
(bedBeantbysuch^n appellation^ Hl^pjyied to a mortal 
creature/' He told pne, '' that soii^etimes, though 
l^ery rarely, a child happened to be4i>orn in a faipiuly, 
with a red circular»spot in the forehead; directly 
lOver the left eyebrow, v^oh w^s an ii^faliible iniirk, 
that it should never -die. The spot," as he /described 
it, ^' was about the 'ccanpass of a silver three-pence, 
4>ttt in Uie course of time grew larger, and changed 
its colour; for at twelve years old it became grecsi^ 
so continued till tive-and-tiwenty, then twirned to a 
deep blue : at five and forty it grew coal black, and 
as large as an English shilling; but never admitted 
any farther alteration." He said, " these births was 
so rare, that he did not believe there could be above, 
eleven hundred struldbrvgSf of both sexes, in the 
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tifhokf khtgdoUt; of which he computed about fifty 
lA the metropolis, and am6ng the rest, a young girl 
bom about three years ago : that these production* 
irere not peculiar to any tamily, but a mere efTect 
of cttance ; and the children of the sti^uiSritgs them-^ 
selves, vrete equal^fy mortal with the rest of the 
people. 

I freely own myself to have been stitick twth in- 
expressible delight, upon hearing this account: and 
0re person, Who gave it me, happening to under^ 
stand the BNiklnibarbian language, whkh I spoke very 
well, I could not forbear breaking out into ex- 
pressions, perhaps a little too extravagaut^ I cried 
out, as in rapture: "Happy nation, where every 
child ha& at least a chance for being ' innnortal ! 
Happy people, who enjoy so many living example^ 
of ancient virtue, and have master* ready to instruct 
Aem in the wisdom of all former ages ; but happiest 
beyond all comparison, ar6 those excellent itmld" 
hrvgSy who beiftg bom e>tempt from that univei^sal 
calamity of human ndture, have their minds free and 
disengaged, without the weight and depression of 
^irits caused by the continual apprehensioiis of 
death. I discovered my admiration, "that I had not 
observed any of these illustrious persons at court ; 
the black spot on the forehead being so remarkable 
a distihction, that 1 could i«>t have easily over- 
looked it : and it was impossible that his majesty, a 
most judicious prince,8houid not provide himself With 
a good number of such wise and able counsellors, 
Yet perhaps, the virtue of those reverend si^esj 
was too striot for the corrupt and libertine manners 
ef a court. And we often find by experience, that 
jroung men are too opinionated and volatile, to \m 
guided by the sober dictates of their seniors. How* 
ever, since tho king was plefeised to allow me access 
to his royal person, I was resolved, upon the very 
first occasion^ to deliver my opinion to him on this 
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matter freely and at large, by the help of my inter- 
preter ; and whether he would please to take mj 
advice or not, yet in one thuig i Was determine^ 
that his majesty having frequently offered me aa 
establishment in this country, I would, with great 
thankfulness, accept the favour, and pass my life here 
in the conversation of those superiour beings, tkp 
ttriUdbrugs, if they would please to admit me. 

The gentleman, to whom I addressed my dis- 
course, because (as I have already observed) he 
spoke the language of Balnibarbi, said to- me with a 
sort of a smile, which usually arises from pity to 
the ignorant, ^' that he was glad of any occasion to 
keep me among them, and desired my permission to 
explain to the company what I had spoke.'' He did 
so, and tliey talked togethe'r for some time in their 
own language, whereof 1 understood not a syllable^ 
neither could I observe by their countenances, what 
impression my discourse had made on them. After 
a short silence, the same person told me, *' that his 
friends and mine (so he thought fit to express him- 
self) were very nmch pleased with tiie judicious re- 
marks I had made, on the great happiness and ad- 
vantages of immortal life, and Uiey were desirous to 
know m a particular manner, what scheme of Jiving 
I should have formed to myself, if it had fallen to 
my lot to have been4>orn a 4truldbrug. 

I answered, " it was easy to be eloquejit on so co- 
pious and delightful a subject, especially to me, who 
had been often apt to amuse myself witli vi:>ions of 
what I should do, if I were a king, a general, or a 
great lord : and upon tins very case, 1 had fre- 
quently run over the whole system ho\i I should 
employ myself, and pass the time if I were sure to 
live forever. 

" That, if it had been my good fortune to come 
into the world a struidbrug, as s^on as I could dis- 
cover my own happiness, by understanding the dii^ 
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i^r^Ace between yfe and death, I would first resolve, 
by all arts and methods whatsoever, to procure my- 
self ricbed. In the pursuit of wbkh, by thrift and 
mant^gement, I might reasonfibly expect, in about 
two hundred years, to be the wealthiest man in the 
kingdom. In the second place, I would, from my 
earliest youth, apply myself to the study of arts and 
tcienees^ by which I should arrive in time, to excel 
idl others in learning. L^tly, I would carefully ^ 
record every action and event of consequence, that 
happened in the publick, impartially draw the cha-^ 
racters of tlie several successionsof princes and great 
toinislers of state, with my own observations oh 
every point. I would exactly set down the several 
thanges in customs, language, ftishions of dress, diet, 
ftnd diversions. By all which acquirements, I should 
be a living treasure of knowledge and wisdom, and 
certainly become the oracle of the nation. 

** I would never marry after threescore, but live in 
a hospitable manner, yet still on the saving side. 
I would entertain myself in forming and directing 
the minds of hopeful young men, by convincing 
them from my own remembrance, experience, and, 
observation, fortified by numerous examples, of the 
usefulness of virtue in publick and private life. But 
tny choice and constant companions should be a set 
of my own immortal brotheriiood ; among whomV 
I would elect a dozen from the most ancient, down 
to rtiy oWn contemporaries. Where any of these 
vranted fortunes, I would provide them with con^ 
venient lodges round my own estate, and havesomfe 
of thism always at my table ; only mingling a few 
of the most valuable among you mortals, whoni 
length of time would harden me to lose with little 
or no reluctance, and treat your posterity after the 
same manner; just a« a man diverts himself with the 
annual succession oi pltiks and tulips in his garden^ 
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without regretting the loss of those, which withered 
the preceding year. 

** These struldbrugs and I, would mutually com- , 
muiiicate our observations and memorials, through 
the course of time ; remark the several gradations 
by which corruption steals uito the world, and op- 
pose it in. every step, b}- giving perpetual warning 
and instruction to mankiiKi ; which, added to the 
strong influence of our own example, would pro- 
bably prevent that continual degeneracy of homaa 
2tature, so justly complained of in all ages. 

** Add to all this, the pleasure of seeing the various 
revolutions of states and empires ; the changes ia 
the lower aad upper world ; ancient cities in ruins, 
and obscure villages become the seats of kipgs; 
famous rivers lessening into shallow brooks ; the 
ocean leaving oue coast dry, and overwhelming an- 
other; the discovery of many countries yet unknown* 
Barbarity overrunning the politest nations, and the 
most barbarous become civilized. I should then 
see the discovery of the longitude, the perpetual mo- 
tion, the universal medicine, and many other great 
inventions, brought to the utmost perfection. 

" What wonderful discoveries should we make in ' 
astronomy, by outliving and c(;uifirmi]^ our ow:n 
predictions ; by observing the progress and returns 
of comets, with the /changes. of motion in the sua, 
moon, and stars." 

I enlarged upon many other topicks, which the 
natural desire of endless life, and sublunary happi- 
ness, could easily furnish me with. When I had 
ended, and the sum of my discourse had been in- 
terpreted, as before, to the rest of the conipan}', 
ilhere was a good deal of talk among them in the 
language of the country, not without some lauglitcr 
at n(iy expense^ At last, the same gentleman who had 
been my iivterpreter, said^ " he was desired by the 
rest, to set me riglit in ». few mistakes, which I ksA 
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&lleR into through the common imbecility of human 
«atur€, aad i^pon that allowance was less answerablo 
for them. That this breed of struldbnigs was pe* 
ouliar to their country, for there were no such peo- 
ple, either in BaLiib^bi or Japan, where he had tlie 
honour to be ambassador from bis majesty, and found 
tl^e natives in.botli those kingdoms very hard to be<p 
lieve that the iact was possible: and it appeared^ 
from my astonishment when he first mentione4 the 
matter to me, that I received it as a thing wholly 
new,; and scarcely to be credited. That iu the twp 
kingdoms above mentioned, where during his resi- 
dence he had conversed very much, he obser%ed 
long life to be the universal desire and wish of man- 
kind. That whoever had one. foot iu the grave,.wa^ 
sure to hold back the other, as strongly as he could* 
That the oldest had still hopes of living one day 
longer, and looked on death as the greatest evil, 
frpm which nature always prompted him to retreat ; 
only in this island of Luggnagg the appetite for liv- 
mg was not so eager, from the continual example of 
the strutdhrugs before their eyes. « 

" That the system of living contrived by me, wa^ 
unreasonable and unjust ; because it supposed a per- 
petuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no man 
could be so foolish to hope, however extravagant 
he may be in his wishes.* That the question there- 
fore was not, whether a man would choose to h^ 
always in the prime of youth, attended with pros^* 
perity and health; but how he woi^ld pass aper- 

• To-tbis it may possibly be objected, that the perpetuity 
of youth, health, and vigour, wouid be less a protligy than the 
perpetuity of life in a body subject to gradual decay, and might 
therefore be hoped without greater extravagance of folly ; but 
the sentiment hereexpressed is that of a being to'Whom immdr- 
taljty though not perpetual youth was familiar, and in whom the 
wish of perpetual youth only would have been extravagant, bo- 
cause that only appeared from facts to bt impos^ble. H. 
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petual life, tinder «ill the usual diftddv&nlEged, ithidi 
old ftge brings along with it. Fdr altheu^i fe# 
men will avow their desires of hekig itrnnortal, npbti 
such hard conditions, yet in the two kifigdomft be* 
fore mentioned, of Balnibarbi ahd ^afian, he ob* 
served that every man desired to pot off death soiM 
time longer, let it approach ever so late; and 
he rarely heard of any man who died williftgly, 
♦xcept he were incited by the extremity of grief o#' 
torture. And he appealed to me, whether in thoM 
countries I had travelled, ad well as my owfi, I hUd 
not observed the $ame geneml disposition.** 

After this preface, he gave me a particular accoiftit 
of the struMbrugs among theto. He said, ** they 
commonly actedlike mortals, till about thirty yeart 
old ; after which, by degrees, they grew melaTK^h^ly 
and dejected, increasing in both tiH they came to 
fourscore. This lie learned ft-om their own <^n* 
fession: for otlierwise, ^er6 not being above two 
or three of that species bom in an age, they wer^ 
too few to form a geaeral observation by. When 
they came to fourscore years, whidi is reckoned 
the extt^emity of living in ^is country, they had not 
only all the follies and infirmities of other eld men; 
but many more, which arose from the dreadiW 
prospeclPof never dying. They were not only opi-* 

* If ft be said, that althoiij;h the folly ef desirifig life to be 
prolonged under the disadvantages of old age is hftre finfcly ex- 
posed ; yet the desire of terrestrial immort^ity upon termsj 
•a which alont in the nature of things it it possibia, an esu 
emption from disease, accident and decay is tacitly allowed. 
It may be answered, that as wie grow old by imperceptible 
degrees, so for the most part we grow old without repininj^ 
and every man is ready to profess himself w^U*nS to die, when 
he shall be overtaken by the decripitude of age in some future 
period ; yet when every other eye sees that this period is ar-? 
rived, he is still tenacious of life, and murmurs at the conditioa 
upon which he received his existence: to reconcile old ag^ 
therefore to the thoughts of a dissolution, appears to be all that 
was necessary in a moral writer for pra ctical j^^urposcs. H» 
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sionativey peevish^ covetous, morose, vain, talka* 
tive ; but iucapable of friendship, and dead to all 
natural affection, which never descended below their 
{rand-children« Envy, and impotent desires, are 
their prevailing passions. But those objects against 
which their envy seems principally directed, are the 
^ices of the younger sort, and the deaths of the old* 
by reflecting on. the former, they find themselves 
cut off from all possibility of pleasure ; and when- 
ever they see a funeral, they lament and repine* that 
others are gone to a harbour of rest, to which they 
themselves never can hope to arrive. They have no . 
remembrance of any thing, but what they learned 
and observed in their youth and middle age, and 
even that is very .imperfect. And for the truth, or 
particulars of any fact, it is safer to depend on com- 
mon tradition, than upon their best recollections: 
The least miserable among them, appear to be tliose 
who turn to dotage, and entirely lose tl^eir memories ; 
ihese meet with more pity and assistance, because 
they want many bad qualities^ which abound in 
others. . 

"If a t^ru/cftrffg happened to n^rry one of ti» 
own kind, tiie marriage is dissolved of course, by the 
courtesy of the kingdom, as soon as the younger of 
the two comes to be fourscore* For the law tiink* 
it a reasonable indulgence, .that those who are con-? 
demned, without any fault of their own, to a per* 
petual continuance in tlie world, should not have 
their misery doubled, by the load of a wife. . 

" As soon as they have completed the term of 
eiglbty years, they are looked on as dead in law • ^ 
tlieir heirs immediately succeed to their estates, only 
a small pittance is reserved for their support ; and 
tiie poor ones are maintained at the public charge. 
After that period, tiiey are held incapable of any 
dmployment of trust or prolit; they cannnot pur- 
chase iandsy or take leases; neither are they aJluwed 
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to be witnesses in any cause, either civil or crimmtf* 
not even for the decision of raeert and bounds. 

** At ninety, they lose their teeth eind hair; ^btf 
hsLVe at that age no distinction of taste, bat ekf nad 
drink whatever they can get, without rehsh or a|>- 
petite. Tlie diseases they were subject to still coin 
tinue, without increasing or ditoinishihg. fn talking 
they forget the cominan appellation of things, and 
tlie names of persons, even of thos^ who mre thetf 
nearest friends and relations. For tlie saine reason; 
they never can annise themselves with reading, be* 
cause their memory will not serve to carry them 
from the beginning of a sentence to the end; and 
by this defect, they are deprived of the only ett** 
tertainmenty whereof they might otherwise be ca* 
piible. 

" The language of this country being alwrtys uj>on 
the flux, the struldbrvgs of one age, do not under- 
stand those of another; neither are thfey able, ^f^f 
two hundred years, to hold any conversation (ferthef 
tliaA by a few general words) with tlxeir neft^ 
hours, the mortals; and thus they lie under the <ns^ 
advantage of living like foreigners^ in their own 
country." 

This was the account giVen me of the struIdtmgSf 
as near as' I can remember, I afterwards satw &ve ot 
six of different ages, tlie youngeii riot above two 
hundred years old, who were brought to me at se- 
veral times by some of piy fHends ; but although 
they were told, ** that I was a great traveler, and 
hadf seen all the world," tliey had not the least cu- 
riosity to ask me a question ; only desired *• I would 
give them slumskudgsk, or a token of remembrance ;" 
which is a modest way of begging, to avoid the law, 
that strictly forbids it, because they are providad 
for by .the publick, although indeed with a very 
gcaiity allowance. 

They are despised and hated by all^sorts of pco* 
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pie; wben one of ttiem ib horo, it ifi reckoned ofiii- 
m^> m4 ib^ur btrtb is recorded yery partkulfj-ly; 
4^ that jou may know their age by consulting i^e 
I»fi0|er» wjucby however, buas not beeo kept above a 
i^vmMdl yefMra pa&t, or »t least baa been deatroyed 
J^ time or ^ubUck disturbances* But the usual 
m^ of GOiOji^ulwg how old they are, is, by aakio^ 
Ibem what kio^ or great pe^ons Uiey can remember^ 
and then iCon»«UtM)g hiitorj; for infeliiJbJy tl^e last 
prince in tHeir mind, did not be^iQ his reign after 
they were fourscore years old. 

They were the i^ost mortifyijig sight I ever be- 
held; and the women> more horrible than the meh, 
JBaside the usual deformities in extreme old age, they 
aequijad aa a^ditic^ gha^tlineds, in proportipo to 
Ijbeir nv^nber of yeaiB> which is not to be described; 
and among half a do^en^ I $ooiP distinguished which 
was the eldest, although there was not above ^ cen- 
tury or two between them, 
^ The re^,er wMl easily beAiev,e, that from what I 
k^ hea^4 Mid asen, my koen ji^^petite |pr pei|)etuitjr 
f^ Ufe^ .wa# BAuch at>ated* I gr^w heart^y aahaweii 
f4 the plc^ii^ visions I tmd formed ; mi thought 
po tyw>t i^i inv^t a 4QatK A^to. which I v^outd 
«u>t iiHi wk^ pleasure, froia «i^b a iif^. The jking 
be«^ of 4dl that had pacfsed het.ween me and my 
j|^iaad» m>on ti^ occasion, «^ rallied me viery fdea^ 
aantiy; wishing I^could 6^ a oo^oi^^f sindSntgp 
to {oy >ow^ 4^^ntry, to arm o^r people againat the 
fear of4eat]^;* but tjbds, ii»eei»p,iisforbiddeoby the 
fundamental laws of the kingdom, or ejse J should 
liayeheen weti conteoft with the trouble and expense 
4>f transporting ihem. 

♦ Perhaps it n^jr not he whoUy useless to remark, that the 
tight of a strulShrujf would no otherwise arm those against tho 
i*ar of 4ea(i}» who nave no hope beyond h, than a man is arntiod 
against the fear of breaking his limbs, who jwmpsout of » wm- 
dew wheo his hoa«$ is an ^e. ^. 
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I could not but agree, that the IsMn of this king- ' 
dom relative to the struldbrvgi^ were foanded upon 
the strongest reasons, and such as any other c6ub« 
try would be under the necessity of enacting, in the 
like circumstances. Otherwise, as avarice is the ne^ 
cessary consequent of old age, those immortals would 
in time become proprietors of the wiiole nation, and 
engross the civ il power ; which for want of abilttiei 
to manage, must end in the ruin of the publick* 



C H A P. Xt 

THE AUTHOR LEAVES LUGGKAOO. AND SAILS 
TO JAPAN. FROH THENCE HE RETURNS IN 
A DUTCH SHIP TO AMSTERDAM, AND PROM 
AMSTERDAM TO ENGLAND. 

J THOUGHT this account of the sfmfJhrvgs* might 
be some entertainment to the reader, because it 
seems to be a little out of the common way; at least 
I do not remember to have met the like in atiy book 
of travels, that has come to my hands; and if I am 
deceived, my excuse must be, that it is necessary 
for travellers, wfeo describe the same country, very 
often to agree in dwelling on the same pardcularsi, 
without deserving the censure of having borrowed or 
transcribed from those who wrote before them. 

There is indeed a perpetual- commerce betweien 
this kingdom, and the great empire of Japan ; and 
it is very probable, that the Japanese authors may 
have given some account of the strvldbntgs ; but my 
stay in Japan was so short, and I was so entirely a 
stranger to the language, that I was not qualified to 
make any inquiries. But I hope the Dutch, upon 
this uotice, will be curious and able eaougli to sup- 
ply n^y defects. 

liils majesty having often pressed me to accept 
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iBotne employment in his court, and finding me 
absolutely determined to return to piy native couo- 
.try, waa pleased to give, me his license to depart; 
and honoured me with a letter of recommendation, 
under liis own hand, to the emperor of Japan. He 
likewise presented me with four hundred forty-fo^r 
.large pieces of gold, (this nation delighting in even 
numbers) and a red diamond, which I sold in Eng- 
land for eleven hundred pounds. 

On the 6th of May, 1709, I took a solemn leave 
of his majesty, and all my friends. This prince was 
so gracious, as to order a guard to conduct me to 
GlanguenstaJd; which is a royal port to the South- 
west part of the island. In six days I found a vessel 
ready to car^ me to Japan, aiid spent fiftceji days 
in the voyage. We landed at a small port-town 
called Xamoschi, situated on the South-east part of 
J»pan ; the town lies on tlie Western point, where 
there is a narrow strdit leading Northward into a 
loug arm of the sea, upon the North-west part of 
which, Yedo the metropolis stands. At landing I 
showed the custom-house officers my letter from the 
king of Luggnagg to his imperial majesty. < They 
)&oew the seal^perfectly well ; it was as broad as the 
palm of my hand. The impression was, " A king 
lifUDg up a lame beggar from the eardi.'' The ma- 
gistraies of the town, hearing of my letter, received 
me as a publick minister; Si^y provided me with 
carnages and servants, and bore my charges to Yedo ; 
where I was admitted to an audience, and delivered 
m^. letter ; which wns opened with great ceremony, 
and explained to the emperor by an interpreter ; 
who then gave me notice, by his majesty's order, 
*^ that I should signify my request, and whatever it 
were, it should be granted, for the sake of his royal , 
brotlier of Lq^aagg.'' This interpreter, was a per- 
son employed to transact alfairs with the Hollanders ; 
be soon conjectured by my countenance, that I was 
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a European, and therefore repeated his majestySs 
commands in Low Dutch, which he spoke perfectly 
well. I answered, as I Imd before detennineoy 
/' that I was a Dutch merchant, shipwrecked in a 
very cemote country, whence I had travelled by sea 
and land to Lu^gnagg, and then took shipping for 
Japan; where I knew my countrymen often traded, 
and with some of these I hoped to get an opportu- 
nity of returning into Europe : I therefore most 
humbly entreated his royal favour, to give order 
that I should be conducted in safety to Nangasac.^ 
To this I added another |ietition, <* that for the sake 
of my patron the king of Luggnagg, his majesty 
would condescend to excuse my performing the 
ceremony imposed on mjF countrymen, of tranipling 
upon the cruciix : because I had been thrown int6 
his kingdom by my 'misfortunes, without any inten- 
tion of trading/' When this latter petition was in- 
terpretjed to the emperor, he seemed a little sur- 
piised ; and said, ." he helieyed i was the first of 
my countrymen, who ever made any scruple in this 
poiot.; and tliat he began to doubt; wh^er I .was 
a n^al Hollander, or not ; but ra/ther suspected I 
must be a Christian* However, for the reasons I 
had Offered, but chiefly to gratify the king of Lugg- 
na^, by ao uncominon marie of his ^voor, he 
. woald comply wkh the aingulanty c^ my iiumour ; 
but the a^r must he managed widi ^dex^mty, and 
his ofEcars ^ould be .commanded to let me pass, 
as k w^e by k^rg'^thdtitm. Eor he assured me, that 
. if the secret sboiiid be discovessd by my countiymen 
t^ Dutch, th^ wionlid cut my 4iiroat ia the vay age«'' 
. I xetu^-ned my thanks^ b^ the dntarpmer, for so un- 
usual a fa\'ow ; and some troofts bdng at thi^ time 
, on their march to Nangasac, the conouLndiag officer 
faad^r4ers to coijivey me safe thkher> with particulju: 
. instxuctioaft about the btisiiiiB ol the ciiacifix* 
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On the 9th day of June 170*9, I arrived at Nan- 
gasac, after a very l6ng and troublesome journey. 
I soon fell into the company of some Dutch sailofs, 
belonging to the Amboyna of Amsterdam, a stout 
ghip oi 450 tons, I had lived long in Holland, pur- 
suing my studies at Leyden, dnd I spoke Dutch well. 
The §eamen soon knew whence I came last; they 
were curious to inquire into my voyages, and course 
of life. I made up a story as short and probable as 
I could, but concealed the greatest part. I knew 
many persons in Holland ; I was able to invent names 
for my parents, whom I pretended to be obscure peo- 
ple in the province of Gelderland. I would have 
given the captain (one Theodorus Vangrult) what 
he pleased to ask for my voyage to Holland ; but 
understanding I was a surgeon, he was contented to 
take half the usual rate, on condition that I would 
serve him in the way of my calling. Before we 
took shipping, I was often asked by some of the crew, 
" whether I had performed the ceremony abovemen- 
tioned ?'' I evaded the question by general answers, 
" that I had satisfied the emperor aad court in all 
particulars.'' However, a malicious rogue of a skip- 
per went to an officer, and pointing to. me told him, 
" I had not yet trampled oti the crucifix /' but the 
other, who had received instructions to let me pass, 
gave the rascal twenty strokes on the shoulders with 
a bamboo ; after which I was no more troubled with 
such questions. 

Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voy- 
age. We sailed with a fair wind to the Cape of 
Good Hope, where we staid only to take in fresh 
water. On the 10th of April, 1710, we arrived safe 
at Amsterdam, having lost only three men by sick" 
ness in the voyage, and a fourth, who fell from the 
foremast into the sea, not far from the coast of 
Guinea. From Amsterdam I soon after set sail for 
England, in a small vessel belonging to that city, 
y 2 
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On the l6th of April we put in at tlie Downs, 
I landed next morning, and saw once more n^y nct- 
tive country,' after an absence of ^\e years and six 
months complete. I went strait to Redriff, where I 
arrived the same day at two in 3th^ afternoon^ and 
found my wife and family in good health. 
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THE COUNTRY OF 
THE HOUYHNHNMS, 
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C H A P I. 

THE AUTHOR SETS OUT AS CAPTAIN OF A SHIP, 
UlS MEU CONSPIRE AGAINST HIM, CONFINE 
IIlM A lONG TIME TO HIS CABIN. SET HIM ON 
^HORE IN AN UNKNOWN LAND. HE. TRAVELS 
UP INTO THE COUNTRY. THE YAHOOS, A 
STRANGE SORT OF ANIMAL, DESCRIBED. THE 
AUTHOR MEETS TWO HOUYHNHNMS. 

I CONTINUED at home with my wife and children 
«bout fiv0 months, in a very happy condition, if I 
could have learned the lesson of knowing when I 
was well. I left my poor wife big with child, and 
accepted an advantageous offer made me to be cap- 
tain of the Adventure, a siout merchantman of 350 
tons : for I understood navigation well, and being 
^rown weaiy of a surgeon's employment at sea, 
which however I could exercise upon occasion, I took 
d skilful jroung man of that caUing, one Robert 
Purefoy, into my ship. We set sail from Ports- 
iftottih, upc^n the fth day bf September, 1710 ; on 
the i4tib, we met with Captain Poeock of Bristd, at 
Tcneriffe, who was going to the bay of Campeehy 
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to cut logwood. On the 1 6th, he was parted from 
us by a storm ; I heard siuce my return, that his 
ship foundered, and none escaped, but one cabin- 
boy. He was an honest man, and a good sailor, but 
a little too positive in his own opinions, which was 
the cause of his destruction, as it has been of several 
others. For if he 4iad followed my advice, h^ 
might have been safe at ht>me with his family at this 
time as well as myself. 

I had several men died in my ship olf calentures, 
so that I was forced to get recruits out of Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Islands, where I toucfied, by the 
direction of the merchants who employed me ; which 
I had soon too much cause to repent ; for I found 
afterwards, that most of them had been bucaneers*. 
I had fifty hands on board ; and my orders were, 
that I should trade with the Indians in the Soutli- 
Sca, and make what discoveries I could. These 
rogues, whom I had picked up, debauched my other 
men, and they all formed a conspiracy to seize the 
ship, and secure me; whiclrthey did one morning, 
rushing into my cabin, and binding me Imnd and 
foot, threatening to throw me overboard, if I offered 
to stir. I told them, " I was their prisoner, and 
would submit." This they made me swear to do, and 
then tliey unbound me, onlyfastening one of my legs 
with a chain, near my bed, and placed a sentry at 
my door with his piece charged, who was command- 
ed to shoot me dead, if I attempted my liberty. 
They sent me down victuals and drink^ and took the 
government of the ship to themselves. Their design 
was to turn pirates, and plunder the Spaniards, which 
they could not do,, till they got more men. But first 
they resolved to sell the goods in the ship, and thea 
go to Madagascar for recruits, several among them. 
having died since my confinement Tliey sailed 

* Certain pirates, that infested the We&t-InUies, were so 
called. 
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manj weeks, and traded with the Indians; but I 
knew not what course .they took, being kept a close 
prisoner in my cabin, and expecting nothing less than 
to be murdered, as they often threatened^ me. 

Upon the 9tU day of May, 1711, one Jam6s Welch 
came down to my cabin, and said " he had orders 
from the captain to set me ashore/' I expostulated 
with him, but in vain ; neither would he so much as 
tell me, who their new captain was. They forced me 
into ^he longboat, letting me put on my best suit of 
clothes, which were as good as new, and take a small 
bundle. of linen, but no arms, except my hanger; 
and they were so civil as not tb search my pockets, 
into which I conveyed what money I had, with some 
other little necessaries. They rowed aboi^t a league*^ ' 
and tlieu set me down on a strand. I desired them 
to tell me what country it was. They all swore 
♦* they knew no more tlian myself;" but said, " that 
the captain (as they called him) was resolved, after 
they had sold the lading, to get rid of kne in the first 
place, where they could discover land." They 
pushed off immediately, advising me to make haste 
for fear of being overtaken by the tide, and so bade 
me farewel. 

In this d^olate condition I advanced forward, 
and soon got upon firm ground, where I sat down on a 
bank to rest myself, and consider what I had best do. 
When I waa.a little refreshed, I went up into tlie 
country, resolving to deliver myself to the first 
savage I should meet, and purchase > my Hfe from 
them by some bracelets, glass cings, and other toys,' 
which^ sailoi? usually provide themselves with in> 
tliQ^e voyages, and whereof. I had some about me. 
The lancl \<as divided by Ipog rows of trees, not re- 
gularly planted, but naturally growing; there was 
great pleuty of grass, and several fields of oats. I 
walked verycircumspectlytforfear of being surprised,* 
mr suddenly shot with aa arrow irom behind^ or on ' 



iithef side. I Fell itito a beaten tob.4, where I saw 
BuUiy tracks of humat! feet, and some of cows, but 
most of horses. At last I beheld several animals 
in a field, and one ot two of the same kind sitting in 
trees. Their sbap^ was very singular and deformed, 
which a little discomfp(oS6d me, so that I lay down 
behind a thicket to observe them better. Some of 
them coming forward hear tiie plaice whete* I lay^ 
gave me an opportunity of distinctly marking their 
^rm. llieir heftdsand breasts were covered with a 
thick hair, some iHzled, and others lank ; they had 
beards like goats, ftnda long ridge of hair down their 
backs, and the forepai-ts of th^ir legs and feet ; btrt 
the reirt; of their bodies was bare, so that I might see 
their skins, which were of a brown buff colour. They 
had no tails, nor any hait ftt aH on their buttocks, 
except about the anus; ^ich I presume, nature 
had placed there to defend them, as they sat on the 
ground ; for this' posture they used, aS well as 
^ing down, and often stood on their hind feet. They 
climbed high trees as nimbly as a squirrel, for they 
had strung extended claws before and behind, termi* 
Hating in sharp points, and hooked. They would 
often spring, and bound, and leap with prodigious 
agility. The females were not so fai^ as the males ; 
they had long knk hair on their head, bdt none ob 
tbeit faces, ner any thing tiiore than a sort of dowi» 
on the rest of their bodies, except about the aniu 
uXiA pudenda. The dugs hung between their fore- 
feet, and often reached almost to the ground as they 
walked. The hair of botli sexes was of several 
colours, brown, red, black, and yellow. Upon ihti 
whole, I never beheld, in all my travels, so disagrecf- 
able an animal, or one stgainst which I naturally 
conceived so strong an antipathy. So that thinking 
I had seen enough, full of contempt and aversion^ I 
got up, and pursued the beaten road, hoping it 
might direct me to the cabin of Some Indiatu I 
'lai not got far, whoa { m^t 9U^ ^f ^^^^ creatures 
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foil rn hiy way, and coining up directly to me. Tli« 
«gly monster, when he saw 'me, distorted several 
ways every feature of his visage, and stared, as at 
an object he had never seen before; then, approach- 
ing nearer, lifted up his forepaw,* whether out of cu- 
riosity or mischief, I could not tell :. but I drew my 
hanger, and gave hira a good blow with the flat side 
of it, for I durst not strike With the edge, fearing the 
inhabitants might, be provoked against me, if they 
«hould' come 'to know that I had killed or maimed 
any of their cattle. When the beast felt the i^mart 
iie drew back, and roared so loud, that a herd of 
at least forty came flocking -about me from the next 
£eld, howling and making odious faces; but I ran 
to the body of a tree, and leaning my back against it 
kept them off by waving my hanger. Several of this 
cursed brood, getting hold of the buanches behind, 
Jeapt up into the tree, whence they began to discharge 
their excrements on my head : however, I escaped 
pretty well by sticking close to the stem of the tree^ 
but was almost stifled with the filth, which fell about 
«ie on every side. . 

In the midst of this distress, I observed them all 
to run Away on a sudden as fast as they could, at 
which I ventured to leave the tree, and pursue the 
road, wondering what it was that could put them 
into this fright. But looking on my left hand, I saw ' 
a horse walking softly in the field; which my perse* 
"cutors having sooner discovered, was the cause of 
their flight. The horse started a little, when became 
near me ; but soon recovering himself, looked fuH 
in my face with manifest tokens of wonder: he 
viewed myhands andieet, walking round me several 
times. I would have pursued my journey, but hi 
placed himself, directly in the way, yet looking with 
very mild aspect, never offiering the least violence. 
We stood gazing at each other for some time; at 
last I took the boldness to reach my han^tosgucds 
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his neck with a design to stroke it, ming the com- 
mon syle and whistle of jockies, when ihey are go^ 
ing to handle a strange horse. But this animal 
seemed to receive my civiHties with disdain, shook 
his head, and bent his brows, softly raising up his 
right forefoot to remove mf hand. Tlien he neighed 
three or four times, but in so different a cadence, 
that I ahnost began to think he was speakihg to him- 
•elf, la some language of hb own. 

While he and I were thus employed, another 
horse came up ; who applying himself first in a very 
formal manner, they gently struck each other's right 
hoof before, neighing several times by turns, and 
varying the sound, w^ich seemed to be almost arti- 
culate. They went some paces off, as if it were to 
conffer together, walking side by side, backwah^dand 
forward, like persons deliberating upon some afiair 
©f weight, but often turning their eyes towards me, 
8S it were to watch that I might not escape, i was 
amazed to see such actions and behaviour m brute 
beasts; and concluded with myself, thmt if the in- 
habitants of this country were endued with a pro- 
portionable degree of reason, they must needs be the 
wisest people upon earth. This thought gave me so 
much comfort, that I resolved to go forward, until f 
could discover some house or village, or meet with 
any ofthenativfes, leaving the two horses to discourse 
together as thfey pleased. But the first, who was a 
dapple gray, observing me to steal off, neighed after 
me \n so expressive a tone, that I fancied myself to 
understand what he meant; whereupon I turned 
back, and came near to him to expect his farther 
commands : but concealing my fear as much as I 
eould; £»r I began to be in some pain how this ad- 
venture might terminate; and the reader will easily 
believe, I did not much like my present situation. 

The two horses came lip close to me, looking 
wiik freat etirnestness upon my face and haiicfe. 
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Th^ gt9t^ Steed rubbed my bat. all round with his 
ri^t lbi*e))Oof, md dUcoii^>ose;jd it so moch, that I ' 
was forced to ft€\ju3t it better by taking it off, and 
setthng it again ; whereat, both he and his compa- 
nion (who was a brown bay) j^eared to be much 
aurprised ; the latter felt the iappet of my coat, 
and finding it to hang loose about me, they both 
JiQoked with ae^ signs of wonder. He stroked my 
^ight haod) seeming to adijEuce the softness and co* 
lour: but he squee;s]ed it 90 hard between bis hoof 
fmd his pastern that I was foix^ed to roar ; after which 
jthey both touched me with aU po$sible tendernets. 
They were under gf eat perplexity about my thoei 
iSAd atock^ngs, which they ftiX very olten, xieighiiig to 
aach other, and using various gestures, not unlike 
;those of a phijoaopher, ^hen he would attempt to 
solve some oewand dil&cult phenomenon. 

Upon the whole, tln^ behaviour of these animals 
was so orderly and rational, so acute and judicious, 
Ihajt I at iast canduded> tiiey mu3t needs be magi- 
(uans, who had thjusmetamoirphoeied themaelyes upon 
jsome dod^, and jaeeiiag a ^Uianger in the way, re* 
^ved to divert tli^neelves with him; or perliafse 
AK&re xeaHy aotaxed at the ^ight of a man so very 
jdii^eot in liatet, feature, and complexion, from 
ihose who ou^ probably live in so remote a cli- 
mate. Upon the strength of ithi^ reaaonii^y i veu* 
•tored to addi:ess thorn in the foUdwing manner : 
*' Gentleinen, if you bfi conjurors, as I have good 
cause to beUe^e, you caii>uJMier5taiid any language ; 
therelb^e 1 make bold to let your woxdhips know, 
that I aia a poor Stressed F.ngjli^hmai), driven by 
.bis misiSortuoes u)itOii your coaj^t, m4 I entr^t ona 
pi you to let me ride \a{KM» his hac^, a^ if he were 
a seal iiorse, to some h<mae or vijlage^ where I. can 
be relieved. In return of which favour, I will make 
.you a luresent of this knife and bracelet ;" taking 
themout of my pocket.. Tbe 4wo creatures stood 
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silent while I spoke^ seeming to listen with great at- 
tention ; and when I had ended, they neighed fre- 
quently towards each other, as if they were engaged 
in serious conversation, I plainly observed that 
their language expressed the passions very wdl, and 
the words might, with little pains, be resolved into 
an alphabet, more easily than the Chinese. 

I could frequently distinguish the word YahoOf 
which was repeated by each of them several times ; 
and although it was impossible for me to conjecture 
what it meant, yet while the two horses were busy 
in conversation, I endeavoured to practise this word 
upon my tongue ; and as soon as tliey were silent, I 
boldly pronounced Yakoo in a loud voice, imitating 
at the same time, as near as I could, the neighing oC 
a horse; at which they wer« both visibly ' so rprised, 
and the gray repeated the same word twice, as if he 
meant to teach me the right accent ; wherein I spoke 
after him as well as I could, and found myself per* 
ceivably to improve every time, though very far from 
any degree of perfection. Th«i the bay tried me 
with a second word, much harder to be pronounced; 
but reducing it to the English orthography, may be 
spelt thus, Hcuyhnhnm. I -did not succeed in thia 
so well as in the formef ; but after two or three 
ferther trials, I had better fortune; aod they both 
appeared amazed at my capacity. . - • 

After some farther discourse, which \ tlien coop* 
jectured might relate to me, the two friends took 
their leaves, with the same compliment of striking 
each other's hoof; and the gray made me signs that 
I should walk before him ; wherein I thought it 
prudent to comply, till I could find a better director. 
When I offered to slacken my pace, he would- cry 
hhuunj hhvnin ; I guessed his meaning, and gave hiai 
to understand, as well as I could, *< that I was weary, 
and not able to walk faster V upon which be would 
stand awhU^ to l^t. oie-rest. . ■ 
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CHAP. II. ^ 

THfe AUTHOR. CONDUCTED BY A " IIOUYHNHNM 
■ TO Hfs HOUSE. THEVhOUSE DESCRIBED. THB 
author's R/ECEPTION. THE FOOD OF THK 
HOUYHNHNMS. THE AUTHOR IN DISTRESS 
FOR WANT OF MEAT, IS AT LAST RELIEVED, 
HIS MANNER OF FEEDING IN THIS COUNTRY. 

Having travelled about three miles, we came to 
a long kind of building, made of timber stuck in the 
ground, and wattled across ; the roof was low, and' 
covVed with straw. I now began to be a little com* 
forted ; and took out some toys, which travellers 
usually carry for presents to the savage Indians ot 
America; and other parts, in hopes the people of th6 
house would be thereby encouraged to receive mo 
kindly. The horse made me a sign to go in first; it 
was a large room with a smooth clay floor, and a rack 
and manger, extending the whole length on one side. 
There were three nags, and two mares, not eating, 
but some of them sitting down upon their hams, 
which I very mucli wondered at; but wondered 
more to see the rest employed in domestick busi- 
ness ; these seemed but ordinary cattle ; however^ 
this confirmed my first opinion, that a people, who 
co|ild so far civilize brute animals, must needs excel 
in wisdom all the nations of the world. The gray 
came in just after, and thereby prevented any ill 
treatment, which the others. might have given me. 
He neighed to them several times in a style of au- 
thority, and received answers. 

Beyond this room, there were three others, reach- 
idDg the length of the house, to which you passed 
through three doors; opposite to each other, in th« 

. VOL. IX, Z ^^'^"^'^^^'^^ ^d- 



^54 axjLLiv£&'s travels: part tv« 
manner of a vista ; we went through the second 
room towards the third ; here the gray walked in 
firsts beckoning me to attend : I waited in the se^ 
cond room, and got ready my presents for the mas- 
ter and mistress of the house: they were two knives^ 
three bracelets of false pearls, a amall looking glassy 
ftnd a bead necklace. The horse neighed three or 
four times, and I wftited to hear some answers in 
6 human voice, but I heard no other returns, tlian 
in thie same dialect, only one or two a little shriller 
than his. I began to think, that tliis house must 
. belong to some person of great note among tliem^ 
because there appeared so much ceremony, before 
I could gain admittance. But, that a man of qua-\ 
lity ^should be served all by horses, was beyond my 
comprehension. I feared my brain was disturbed 
by my sufferings and misfortunes : I roused myself^ 
and looked about me in the room wliere I was left 
alone ; this was furnished like the first, only after a 
more elegant manner. I rubbed my eyes often, but 
the same objects still occurred. I pinched my arms 
and sides to awake myself^ hoping I. might be in a 
dream. I then absolutely concluded, that all these 
appearances could be nothing else but. necromancy 
and magick. But I had no ti^e to pursue these re- 
flections ; foe the gray horse cazne to the door> and 
made me a sign to follow him into the third room« 
where I saw a very, comely mare, together with a 
colt and foal, sitting pn their haunches upon mat& 
of straw, not unartfuUy made, and perfectly neat 
j^nd clean. 

The mare soon after ray entrance rose from her 
mat, and coming up close, after halving nicely ob^ 
served my hands and face, gave me a mpst contempt 
tuous look ; and turning to the horse, I heard the. 
word Yahoo oi ten repeated betwixt them; lihe mean- 
ing of wliich word I Qovld not thea compf^^ead^ 
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although it was the first I had learned to pronounce ^ 
but I was soon better informed, to my everlasting 
ihortification : for the horse, beckoning to me with 
his head, and repeating the hhuun, hhim, as he did 
upon the road, which I understood was to attend 
him, led me out into a kind of court, where w£^ an- 
other building, at some distance from the house. 
Here we entered, Q,nd I saw three of those detestable 
creatures, which j first met after my landing, feeding 
upon roots, and the flesh of some animals, which I 
afterwards found to be that of asses-and dogs, and 
now and then a cow, dead by accident oi^ disease. 
They were all tied by th0 neck with strong wy ths fas- 
tened to a beam ; they held tlieir food between the 
claws of tlieir forefeet, and tore it with their teeth. * 

The master horse ordered a sorrel nag, on^ of 
his* servants, to v»ntie the largest of these animals, 
and take him into the yard. The beast and I were 
brought close together ; and our countenances dili- 
gently compared both by master and servant, who 
thereupon repeated several times the word Yahoo, 
My horrour and astonishment are not to be de- 
scribed, '^hen I observed, in this abominable animal, 
a perfect human figure ; the face of it indeed was 
flat and broad, the nose depressed, the lips large, and 
the mouth wide : but these differences are common 
to all savage nations, where the lineaments of the 
countenance are distorted, by the natives suffering 
their infants > to lie grovelling on the earth, or by 
parrying them on their backs, nuzzling with their 
Aice against the mothers shoulders. The forefeet 
of the Yahoo differed from my hands in nothing else 
tut the length of the nails, the coarseness and 
l>rownness of the palms, and the hairiness on the 
backs. There was the same resemblance between 
pur feet, with the same differences ; which J knew 
very well, though the horses did not, because of my 
fhpes and stockings ; the same in everjj^art of pur 
9i 2 ^^"'^^^ ' ^^^^^ 
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bodies, except as to hairiness and colour, which I 
have already described. 

The great difficulty, that seemed to stick with tlie 
two horses, was, to see the rest of my body ^o very 
different from that of a Yahoo, for which I was, 
Qbliged to my clothes, whereof they had no concep- 
tion. The sorrel nag offered me a root, which he 
b^ld (after their manner, as we shall describe in its 
proper place) between his hoof and pastern ; I took 
ft in my hand, ^nd, having smelt it, returned it to 
him again as civilly as I could. .He brought oat of 
the Yahoos kennel a piece of ass's flesh, but it 
smelt so offensively, that I turned from it with 
loathing ; he then threw it to the Yahoo, by whom 
it was greedily devoured. He afterwards showed 
me a whisp of hay, and a fetlock full of oats; but I 
shook my head, to signify that" neither of these were 
food for me. And indeed I now apprehended, that 
I .must absolutely staYve, if I did not get to some of 
^y own species ; for as to those filthy Yahoos, al- 
though there were few greater lovers of mankind at 
tliat time than myself, yet I confess, I never saw 
any sensitive being so detestable on all accounts *, and 
the more I came near them, the more hateful they 
grew, while I stayed in that country. This the 
master liorse observed by my behaviour, and there- 
fore sent the Yahoo back to his kennel. He thea 
put his. forehoof to his mouth, at which I was much 
surprised, although he did it with ease, and with a 
motion that appeared perfectly natural ; and mada 
other signs to know what I would eat ; but I could 
not return him such an answer as he was able to 
apprehend ; and if he had understood me, I did not 
see how it was possible to contrive any way for 
^nding, myself nourishment. While we were thu» 
€{ngaged, I observed a cow passing by, whereupon I 
pointed to her^ and expressed a desire to go and milk 
l^r» this had its effect; for he led me back into, the, 
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house, and ordered a mare-servant to open a room, 
where a good store of milk lay in eartfcen and 
wooden vessels, after a very orderly and cleanly man- 
ner. She gave me a large bowl full, of which I drank 
very heartily, and found myself well refreshed. 

About noon, I saw coming towards the house, a 
kind of vehicle drawn like a sledge by four Yahoos. 
There was in it ai^ old steed, who seemed to be of 
quality; he alighted withiiis hindfeet forward, hav- 
ing by accident got a hurt in bis left forefoot. He 
pame to dine with our horse, who received him with 
great civility. They ditied in the best room, and 
had oats boiled in milk for- the second course, 
which the old horse eat warm, but the rest cold.. 
Their mangers lyere placed circular in the middle of 
^he room, and divided into several partitions, round 
which they sat on their haunches, upon bosses of 
straw. In the middle was a large rack, with angles 
answering to every partition of the manger ; ^o 
that each horse and mare eat their own hay, and 
their own mash of oats and milk, with much de- 
cency and regularity. The behaviour of the young 
colt and foal, appeared very modest ; and that of - 
the master and mistress, extremely cheerful and 
complaisant to tiieir guest. The gray ordered me 
to stand by him ; and much discourse passed be- 
tween him and his friend concerning me, as I found 
by the stratiger's often looking om me, ^nd the fre- 
quent repetition of the word Yahoo. 

I happened to wear my gloves, which the master 
gray observing, seemed perplexed, discovering sighs 
of wonder what I had done to my forefeet ; he 
put his hoof three or four times to them, as if he 
would signify, that I should reduce them to their 
fprnjier shape, which I presently did, pulling oif 
both my gloves, and putting them into my pockeU 
This occasioned farther talk, and I saw the com- 
pany wa» plf ^ed vith my behaviour, whereof I 

z 3 --^^^^.^-'^a^- 
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soon found the good effects. I was ordered to speak, < 
tjie few words I understood ; and, while they werp 
at dinner, the master taught me the names for oats, 
milk, fire, water, and some others ; which I could 
readily pronounce ^fter him, having from my youth, 
a ^reat facility in learning languages. 

When dinner was done, the niiister horse took 
nje aside, and by signs and words made me under- 
stand the concern he was in, that I had nothing to 
eat. Oats in their tongue are called hlunnh. This 
w:ord I pronounced two or three times ; for although 
I had refused them at first, yet, upon second thoughts, 
I considered that I could contrive to make of them 
a kind of bread, which might be sufficient, with 
milk, to keep me alive, till I could make my escape 
to s Jme other country, and to creatures of my own 
species. The horse immediately ordered a white 
ir^are-servant of his family to bring me a good 
q^uantityof oats in a sort of wooden tray. These I . 
heated before the fire, as well as I could, and rubbed 
them till the husks came off, which I made a shift 
to winnow from the grain ; I ground and beat 
therri between two stones, then took water, and 
made them into a paste or cake, which I toasted 
at the fire, and eat warm with milk. It was at first 
a^very insipid diet, though common enough in many . 
parts of Europe, but grew tolerable by time ; and 
hitving been often reduced to hard fare in my life, . 
this was not the first experiment I had made, how 
easily nature is satisfied. And I cannot but' observe,' 
that I never had one hour's sickness, while I staid \\\ 
tnis island. It is triie, I sometimes made a shift to 
catch a raUDit, or bird, by springes made of Yahoo* s 
liairs; and I often gathered wholesome herbs, which , 
L.boiled, and eat as salads with my bread; and now 
and then, for a rarity, I made a little butter, and 
(frank the whey. 1 was at first at a great loss for : 
^It, .but (Liusto.m soon reconciled me to th^ want of 
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it ; and I am confident, that-the frequent use of salt 
ainong us, is an effect of luxury, and was first intro- 
duced only as a provocative to drink, except where 
it is necessary for preserving flesh in long voyages, 
or in places remote from great markets. For we ob- 
serve no animal to be fond of it but man ; and as 
to myself, when 1 left this country, it was a great 
while before I could endure the taste of it in any 
thing that I eat. 

This is enough to say upon the subject of my diet, 
v^erewith othei; travellers fill their books, as if the 
readers were personally concerned, whether we fare 
well or ill. However it was necessary to mention 
this matter, lest the world should think it impossible 
that I could find sustenance for three yearfe, in such 
a. country, and among such .inhabitants. 

When it grew towards evening, the master horse 
ordered a place for me to lodge in ; it was but si-^ 
yards from the house, and separated from the stable 
of the Yahoos. Here I gOt some straw, and covering 
myself with my own clothes, slept very sound. But 
I was in a short time better accommodated^ as tlie 
reader shall know hei'eafter, when I come to treat 
mure particularly about my way of living. 



CHAP. III. 



Tir« AUTHOR STUDIES TO LEAEK THE LA:N- 

guage; the houyhnhnm, his master, as- 
sists IN TEACHIKG HIM. THE LAKGUA6B 
DESCRIBED. SEVERAL HOUYHKHNMS OF QUA- 
LITY COME OUT OF CURIOSITY TO SEE THE 
* AUTHOR. HE GIVES HIS MASTER A SHORT 
ACCOUNT or HIS VOYAGE. 

jMy principal endeavour was to learn the language 
^ich my master (for So I shall henceforth call him) 
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and big children, and every servant of his house, 
were desirous to teach me. For they looked 
upon it as a prodigy, that a brute animal should 
discover such marks of a rational creature. I pointed 
to every thing, and inquired the name of it, which 
I wrote down in my journal-book when I was alone, 
and corrected my bad accent, by desiring those of 
the family to prouounce it often. In this employ- 
ment, a sorrel nag, one of" the ui^der servants, wa? 
very ready to assist me. 

I In speaking, they pronounce through the nose and 
throat, and their language approaches nearest to the 
High-Dutch, or Germaq, of any I know in Europe ; 
but i^ much more graceful and significant. The 
emperor Charles V. made almost the ' same obser- 
vation, when he said, " that if he were to speak-^tq 
his horse, it should be in High-Dutch." 

The curiosity and impatience of my master wer« 
so great, that he spent many hours of his leisure to 
insti;uct me. He was convinced (as he afterwards 
told me) that I must be a Yahoo ; but my teach- 
ableness, civility, and cleanliness, astonished him ; 
wliich were qualities altogether opposite to those 
animals *. He was most perplexed about my clothes, 
reasoning sometimes with himself, whether thtey 
were a part of my body ; for I never pulled them 
off till the family were asleep, and got them on be- 
fore they waked in the morning. My master wa» 
eager to Jearn " whence I came ; how I acquired 
those ^pearances of reoAon, which I discovered ia 
all my actions ; and to know my story from my own 
mouth, which he hoped he should soon do, by the 
great proficiency I made in learning and prouounct 
ing th^ir words a^d senten^s." To help my memo- 
ry, I formed all I learned into the English alphabi^t, 

'* * Quatities 'opposite to antcaals,* is a strange itiods of-cx- 
prcsston 5 it should be,—* which were ^qualities altogetl^er op- 
posite to such ds belonged to those animali,* S. 
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ifnd writ the words down, with the translations. 
This last, after some time,. I ventured to do in my 
master's presence. It cost me much trouble -to ex- 
plain to him what I was doing ; for' the inhabitants 
have not the least idea of books or literature. 

In about ten week^ time, I was able to under- 
stand most of his questions ; and in three months, 
could give him some tolerable answers. He was ex- 
tremely curious to know " from what part of the 
country I came, and how I was taught to imitate a 
rational creature ; because the Yahoos (whom he saw 
I exactly resembled in my head, hands, and face, 
that were* only visible) with some appearance of cun- 
ning, and the strongest disposition to mischief, were 
^observed to be the most unteachable of all brutes." 
I answered, " that I came over the sea from a far 
place, with many others of my own kind, in a great 
hollow vessel made of the bodies of trees : that my 
companions forced me to land on this coast, and 
then left me to shift for myself." It was with some 
<)ifficulty, and by the help of many signs, that I 
brought him to understand me.- He replied " that 
1 must needs be mistaken, or that I said the thing 
which was not;" for they have no word in their, 
l^mguage to express lying or falsehood. " He knew 
it was impossible, that there could be a country be- 
yond the sea, or that a parcel of brutes could move 
a wooden vessel whither tliey pleased upon water. 
He was sure no Houyknknm alive could make such 
a vessel, nor would trust Yahoos to manage it." 
, The word . Houyhnhnm, in their tongue, signifies 
a horset and in its etymology, the perfection of nature.- 
I told my master " that I was at a loss for expression, 
but would improve as fast as I could ; and hpped, in 
a short time, I should be able to tell him wonders," 

* * That were only visiblo'— 'an atnbtsuoas phrase ; it should 
be,—* which only were visible,' ^c. S. 
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lie was pleased to direct his own mare^ his colt and 
foal, and the senrants of the family, to take all 
opportunities of instructing n^e; and every day, for 
two or three iiogrs, he was at the same pains him- 
self : several horses i^d mares of quality in the 
lieighbourhood, came often to our house, upon the 
report spread of " a wonderful Yakoq, that could 
speak like a Houyhnhnm^ and seemed, in his words 
and actions, to discover some glimmerings of reason," 
These delighted to converse with nae : they put 
many' questions, and received such answers as I was 
able to return. By all these advantages \ made ao 
great a progress, that, in fiv^ months from my arrival, 
) understood whatever was spoken, and could express 
piyself tolerably well. 

The HmyhnhnmSf who came to visit my master 
out of a design of seeing and talking with me, could 
hardly believe me to be a right Yahoo, because my 
body had a different covering from others of my 
kind. They were astonished to observe me with- 
out the usual hair or skin, except on my head, face, 
find hands; but I discover^ that secret to mynjas-f 
ter upon an accident which happened about a fort- 
night before. 

, I have already told the reader, thi^t every night, 
when the family were goyie to bed, it was my cus- 
tom to strip, and cover myseif with my clothes : it 
happened one morning early, that my master sent 
for me by the sorrel nag, who was his valet ; when 
he caeme, I was fast asleep^ my clothes fallen off oi^ 
one side, and my shirt above my waist. I awaked 
at the noise he made, and observed him to deliver 
. bis message in son^e disorder ; after which he "Went 
to ray master, and in a great fright gave him a very 
confused account of what he had seen : this I pre- 
sently discovered ; for, going as soon as I was dressed 
to pay my attendance upon his honour, he asjted nfe 
^ the meping of what his s«rvapt h^d reported, that 

4 ^,yK,..u., ^^^^.^ 
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t was not the same thi^ng when I slept, as I appeared 
to be at other times ; that his valet assured himi 
some part of me was white, some yellow, at least not 
so white, and some. brown." 

I had hitherto concealed the secret of my dress^ 
in or4er to distinguish myself, as much as possible^ 
from that cursed race of Yahoos ^ but now I found 
it in vain to do so any longer. Besides, I considered 
that my clothes and shoes would soon wear out, 
which already were in a declining condition, and 
must be supplied by some contrivance from the hides 
of Yahoos y or other brutes ; whereby the whole sticret 
would be known. I theriefore told my ma&ter, " that 
in the country whence I came, those of my kind 
always covered their bodies with the hairs of certain 
animals prepared by art, as well for decency as to 
avoid the inclemencies of air, both hot and cold ; of 
which, as to my own person, I would give him. im- 
mediate conviction^ if he pleased to command me ; 
only desiring his excuse, if I did not expose those, 
parts that nature taught us to conceal." He said, 
", my discourse wafe all very strange, but especially 
the last part ; for he could not understand, why na^ 
ture should teach us to conceal what nature had 
gjven : that neither himself nor family were ashamed 
of any parts of th^ir bodies; but however, I might 
do as I pleased/' Whereupon I first unbuttoned my 
coat, and pulled it off. I did the same with my 
vai&tcoat. I drew off my shoes, stockings, and 
breeches. I let my sjiirt down to my waisi, and 
drew up the bottom, fastening it like a girdle about 
my middtCy to hide my nakedness. 

My master observed the whole perforfiaance with 
great signs of curiosity and adouraliion. He took 
vp all my clothes in bie pastern, oioe piece after 
another, and examined them dil^g^ntly ; he thi^a 
stpoked my body very gently/^ and looked wouikd me 
several, tidies;, afi^r whiphj^ he i^d, it vi9& plrnn I 
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must be a perfect Yahoo ; but that I differed very 
much from the rest of my species, in the softness, 
whiteness, and smoothness of my skin ; my want of 
hair in several parts of my body; the shape and 
shortness of my claws behind and before ;» and my 
affectation of walking continually on my two hinder 
feet. He desired to see no more ; and gave me leave 
to put on my clothes again, for I was shuddering 
with cold. 

I expressed my uneasiness at his giving me so often 
the appellation of Yahoo, an odious cinimi>l, for whicb 
I had so utter a hatred and contempt : I begged he 
would forbear applying that ,vord to me, and make 
the same order in his family, and among his friends 
whom he suffered to see me. I requested likewise, 
" that the secret of my having a false covering' to my 
body, might be known to none but himself, at least 
as long as my present clothing should last ; for, as to 
what the sorrel nag his valet had observed, his 
honour might command him to conceal it." 

All this my master very graciously consented to, 
and thus the secret was kept till my clothes began to 
wear out, which I was forced to supply by several 
contrivances, that shall hereafter be mentioned. In 
the mean time, he desired ** I would go on with my 
utmost diligence to l^arn their language, because he 
was more astonished at my capacity for speech and 
reason, than at the figure of my body, whether it 
were covered or not;" adding, " that he waited, with 
some impatience to hear the wonders, which I pro- 
mised to tell him/' 

Thenceforward he doubled the pains he had been 
at to instruct me ; he brought me inta all company, 
and made them treat me with civility ; " because," 
as h« told them privately, " this would put me into 
good humourj and make me more diverting." ' 

Every day, when I waited on him, beside the 
trouble he wiw at in teachingi b^ would luik m^. 
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.arveral questions concerning myself, which I an- 
swered as well as 1 could ; and, by tliese means, he 
bad already received some general ideas, though 
'very imperfect. It would be tedious to relate the 
several steps by which I advanced to a more regular 
conversation > but the first account i gave of myself 
ia any order and length was to this purpose : 

" That I came from a very far country, as I already ^ 
bad attempted to tell him, with about fifty more of 
myasmi species;, that we travelled upon the seas iii 
a great hollow vessel made of wood, and larger thai! 
bis honour's house. 1 described toe sbip to him in 
the best terms 1 could', and explained, by the help 
ef my handkerchief displayed, how it was driven 
forward by the wind. That upon a quarrel among 
nsy I was set on shore on this coast, where I walked 
Ibrward, without knowing whither, till he delivered 
tae from the persecution of those execrable Yahoos,'^ 
%e asked me, '^ who^ made the ship^ and how it 
was possible that the Houyhnhnms of my country^ 
•would leave it to the management of brutes ?" My 
answer was, ** that I durst proceed no farther in my 
relation, unless he would give me his word and ho- ' 
Bour that he would not be offended, and ttien I 
would tell him the wonders I had so often pro- 
sciised*''^ He agreed; and I went on by assuring him, 
that the ship was made by creatures like myself ; 
who, in all the countries I luad travelled, as well as 
ia my own, were the only governing, rational ani- 
mals; and that upon my arrival* hither, I was as 
much astonished to see the Houyhnhnms. act like 
rational beings, as he, or his friends, could be, in 
finding some marks of reason in a creature, he was 
pleased to call a Yahoo ; to which I owned my re- 
femblance in every part, but could not account for 

•' • It should be—* upon my arrival here/ not * arrival bithfr/ 
which ir not Boglish. %• . _ 
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their degenerate and brutal nature." I said fartliet# 
■* that if good fortune ever restored me to my n«tii« 
country, to relate my travels hither, as I resolved to 
do, every body would believe, that I said the thiiig 
that was not ; that I invented the story out of way 
own head ; and (with all possible respect to him* 
self, his family, and friends, and under his promae 
of not being offended) our countrymen would Imrdlj 
think it pit>babie, that a Houyhnhnm should be tbe 
presiding creature of a nation, and a Yckoo the 
brute." 



CHAP IV. 

THE HOUTHKHNM*S ^OTION OF TRUTH AlTtt 
FALSEHOOD. THE AUXHOR's DISCOURSE DIS- 
APPROVED BY HIS MASTER. THE AUTHOR 
GIVES A ifORE PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF HIM- 
SELF, AND THE ACCIDENTS OF HIS VOYAGfe« 

jVtY master heard me with great appearances of 
uneasiness in his countenance; because doubting^ 
or not believing, are so little known in this country, 
that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave them^ 
selves under such circumstances. And I remember, 
fn frequent discourses with my master concerning 
the nature of manliood in other parts of the worlds 
having occasion to talk of lying, and false represen- 
tation, it was with much difficulty that he compre- 
faeflided wbat I meant ; altiiougU he had otherwise a 
most£t^te judgment. For he. argued thus: ^' tliat 
the use of speech was to make us understand one 
another) and to receive information of facts ; now, if 
any one said the thing which was not, th^se ends 
were defeated, because 1 cannot properly be said to 
understand him ; an4 I am so far from receiviiig 
iRfbnnation, that he leaves .me worse tlicin iu igno- 
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^; for I am led tp believe a thing black* when 
it is white ; and short, when it is long/^ And these 
were all the notions he had concerning that faculty 
of lying, so perfectly well understood, and so univer^ 
ttdly practised, among human creatures. 

To return from this digression; when I assertect 
that the Yaiow were the only governing animals in 
my country, which my master said, was altogether 
past bis conception, he desired to know, <' whether 
we had Honyfmhnms among us, and what w^ their 
employment V I told him, *^ we had great numbers'; 
thiit in summer, they grazed in the fields ; and in 
winter, were kept in houses with hay and oats, 
where ynioo-servants were employed to rub their 
tkina smooth, comb their manes, pick their feet, 
serve them with food, and make their beds.*' *^ I 
understand you well," said my master ; ^* it is now 
Tery plain from all yon have spoken, that whatever 
flhare of reason tlie Yakoos pretend to, the Houyhnhnvftk 
are your masters ; I heartily wish our Fa^oos wou]4 
be so tractable/' I begged " his honour would please 
to excuse^me from proceeding any farther, because 
I was very certain that the account he expected from 
me, Would be highly displeasing." But he * insisted 
in commanding me to let him know the best and 
the worst* I told him " he should be obeyed," I 
ewned ^* that the Hou^inms among us, whom we 
caUed horses, were the most generous and comely 
^imal we had; that they excelled in strength and 
swiftness ; and when they belonged to persons of 
quality, were employed in travelling, racing, or 
drawing chariots; they were treated with much kind- 
itess and tare, till they fe\l into diseases, or became 
fevndered in the feet; bt^t then they were sold, anc( 
used to all kind of dri^dgery till they died ; after 
which, their skins were stripped, and sold for what 

* * Insisted in commanding/ is not English 3 it should hfit 
^perasted ia commanding,* 5ec. S. . u, >^^.-^.- 
> A 2 
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they were worth, and their bodies left to betlevDured 
by dogs and birds of prey. But the common race 
of horses had not £(0 good fortune; being kept bj 
farmers and carriers, and other mean people, who 
put them to greater labour, and fed them worse." I 
described, as well as I could, our way of riding ; 
the shape and use of a bridle, a saddle, a spur, and a 
whip; of harness, and. wheels. I added, ^* that we 
fastened plates of a certain hard substance, called 
iron, at the bottom of their feet, to preserve their 
hoofs from being broken by the stony ways, onwfaick 
we often travelled," 

My master, after some expressions of great indi^ 
nation, wondered "how we dared to venture upon a 
Hauyhnhnm's back ; for he was sure, that the weakest 
servant in his house, would be able to shake off the 
strongest Yahoo ; or by iying down, and rolling cm 
his back, squeeze the brute to death/' I answered, 
^ that our horses were trained up, from three or 
four years old, to the several uses we intended them 
for; that if any of them proved intolerably viciouSp 
they were employed for carriages; that &ey -were 
severely beaten, while they were young, for any 
mischievous tricks; that the males, designed for 
the common use of riding or draught, were ge- 
nerally castrated about two years after their birdi» 
to take down their spirits, and make them more tame 
and gentle ; that they were indeed sensible of re 
wards and punishments; but his Bonour would 
please to consider, that they had not the least tine* 
ture of reason, any more than the Yahoos in this 
country." 

It put me to the pains of many circumiocutionSy 
to give my master a right idea of what I spoke ; for 
their language does not abound in variety of words, 
because their wants and passions are fewer than 
an>ong us. But it is impossible to express his noble 
Resentment at bur savage treatment of the HouyknkMm 
race; particularly after I hs^d explained the manner 
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pttd ^se of castrating horses among us, to hinder 
tiieni from propa^ting their kind, and to render 
them nsore serv^e. He said, " if it v^re possible 
Aere coold be any country^vhere Yahoos alone were 
endued with reauon, tliey certainly n\ust be the 
jjtoiremiiig animal ; becatise reason in time will always 
prevnulagainst brutal strength. But, considering the 
fmme of our bodies, and especially of mine, he ^ 
Hiought ao creature, of equal bulk, was so ill con- 
trived for employing that reason in the common of- 
#C€# of life;*' whereupon, he desired to kndw 
** whether those among whom I lived, resembled me 
€»r the Yahoos of his country/' I assured him, " that 
I was as well shaped as most of my age : but the 
jpouiiger^ and the females, were much more soft and 
tender, and the skins of the latter, generally as white 
as milk.'' He said, '* I differed indeed from other 
Yakoo9ybemg much more cleanly, and not altogether 
io deformed, but, in point of real advantage, he 
tkought I dt^red for the worse^ That my naild 
were of no use either to my fore or hinder feet ; a4 
to my forefeet, he could not properly call them by 
that aame^ for he never observed me. to walk upoa 
tiiem ; that they were too soft to bear the ground ; 
Hiat I generally went with them uncovered ; neither 
was the covering I sometimes wore on them of the 
same shape, or so strong as that on my feet behind, 
t'hat I isoiild not walk with any security, for if either 
of my hinder ffeet slipped, I must inevitably fall.^ 
He then begab to find fault with other parts of mj 
body : ** the flatness of^my face, the prominence of 
Itiy nose, miaeieyes placed directly in fronts so that 
I could not look on either side, without turnifig^my 
head : tliat I was not able to feed myself, without 
iiftiiigotieof my forefeet to my mouth: and therefore 
fia^ire had placed those joiats to answer that ne'* 
cessity. He kti^w not what could be the use of thos^ 
^verai clefts luid divisions iu my feet behind -, that 
A A3 ^^"^^^^^ ^^^^^' 
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these were too soft to bear the hardness and sh^rp^ 
ness of stones, without a covering made from the 
skin 'of some other brute; that my whole bodj^ 
wanted a fence s^ainst heat and cold, which I waa 
forced to put on and off every day, with tediousness 
and trouble. And lastly, that lie observed every 
animal in this country naturally to abhor the Yahoos^ 
whom the weaker avoided, ox^d the stronger drove 
from them. So that, supposing us to have the gift 
of reason, he could not see how it were possible to 
cure that natural antipathy, which every creature 
discovered against us; nor consequently how we 
could tame and render them serviceable. However, 
he would'' as he said '' debate the matter no farther^ 
because he was more desirous to know my own story, 
the country where I was born, and the several ac* 
tions a^id events of my life, before I came hither." 

I assured him, " how extremely desirous I was that 
he ^lould be satisfied in every point ; but I doubt^ 
much, whether it would be possible for me to ex-^ 
plain myself on several subjects, whereof his honour 
couid have no conception ; because I saw nothing 
in his country, to which, I could resemble them. 
That however I would do my best,, and strive to ex- 
press myself by similitudes, humbly desiring ^is 
assistance when I wanted proper words;" which he 
, was pleased to promise me. 

I said, *< my birth was of honest parents, in an island 
called England ; which was remote from his coun- 
try, as many days joiirney as the strongest of his 
honour's servants could travel in the annual course 
of the sun. That I was bred a surgeon, whose trade 
it is to cure wounds and hurts in the body, gotten 
by accident or violence; that my country was go- 
verned by a female man, whom we called queen^ 
That I left it to get riches, whereby I might main- 
tain myself and family when I should return. 
*Ihat, in ipy la^t voyage, I was commander of tl\ft 
ship, and had cU>out ^ty^ Yahoos under ine^dS^any of 
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Wkfch di^d at sea, and I was forced to supply them 
by others picked out from several nations. That 
our ship was twice in d&Qgerof being sunk ; the first 
tifipie by a great storm ; and tlie second, by strike 
iog against a rock/' Here my master interposed,. 
t>y . asking in.e, '^ how 1 could persuade strangers, 
put off diffi^rent countries, to venture with me^ 
after ^he losses I had sustained, and the hazards I had 
rafiJ^', I sftid, " they were fellows pf desperate for." 
tunes, forced to fly from the places of their birth 
on account of their poverty or their crimes. Some 
were undone by lawsuits ; others spent all they had 
in drinking, whorii^, and gaming; others fled for 
treason;, many for murder, theft, poisoning, robbery, 
|>e¥ju4?y, . forgery, coining false money, for com^- 
n^itting rapes, of sodomy ', for flying from their co- 
lours, or deserting to the enemy ; and most; of them 
Jia4 broken prison ; none^ of these durst return tor 
tlieir native countries, for fear of being hanged,^ or 
of starving in a jail; and therefore they were under 
a necessity of seeking a livelihood in other places/^- 
' ' During this discourse, my master was pleased to 
int<errupt me several times. I had niade use of many 
•pircumlocutions, in describing to him the nature of 
'th^ severajl crimes, for which most of our crew had 
Jbeep forced to fly their country, . This labour took 
.vp several days conversation^ before he was. able to 
jCOQiprehend iipte. He was wholly at a loss to know^ 
-what, could be the use or necessity of practising 
those vices. To clear up which, I endeavoured to 
give Siome ideas of the desire of power and ric,hes ; 
of ^e terrible effects of lust, intemperance, malice^ 
and envy. All this I was forced to define and de* 
j^cribe by putting cases, and making suppositions. 
After which, like one whose imagination was struck 
.with something never seen or heard of before, he 
tWould lift up his eyes with amazement and . indig* 
nation.. Power, government^ w^r, law, puni^hmeg.t;, 
aud a tbousaxid other things had no termS; wherein 
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that language could express then^i; which made t6e 
di faculty almost insuperable, to give my master any 
conception of what I meant. But being of an ex* 
ccUent understanding, much improved by conteni- 
plation and converse, he at last arrived at a compe- 
tent knowledge of what human nature, ia our parts 
of the world, is capable to perform, and desired I 
would give him some particular account of that 
land which we call Europe, but especially of wy 
own country, "• 



CHAP. V. 



The author, at his master's commavd, iir^ 

FORMS HIM OF THE STATE OF EKOLAKD. 
THE CAUSES OF WAR AMONa THE PRTKCES 
OF EUROFE. THE AUTHOR BEGIKS TO EX* 
FLAIN THE ENGLISH CONSTITUTION. 

Xhe reader may please to observe, that the fol-* 
lowing extract of many conversations I had with my 
nxaster, contains a summary of the most material 
points, which were discoursed at several times fyr 
above two years; his honoiif often desiring fiillel* 
satisfaction, as I farther improved in ihi^ HouyJmkttm 
tongue. I laid before him, as well as I could, the 
whole state of Europe; I discoursed of trade and 
manufactures, of arts and sciences; and the answers 
I gave to all the questions he made, as they -arose 
upon several subjects, were a fund of conventatioa 
I30t to be exhausted. But I shall here only set dewn 
the substance of what passed between us, concerning 
my own country, reducing it in order as well as I 
can, without any regard to time or other circutn- 
stances, wlule I strictly adhere to truth. My only 
concern is, that 1 shall hardly be able to do justice to 
my tiftaster's arguments and expressions^ which must 
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needs suffer by my want of capacity, as well as by a 
translatioji into our barbarpus English. 

In obedience therefore to his honour's commands, 
I related to him the revolution under the prince of 
Orange ; the long war with France, entered into by 
the said prince, and renewed by his successor, the 
present queen; wherein the greatest powers of 
Christendom were engaged, and which still con- 
tinued: I computed at his request, " that about a 
Ijfiillion of Yahoos might have been kijled in the 
"whole progress of it; and perhaps a hiind red or 
Doore cities t^ken, and five times as many ships burnt 
01 sunk." 

He asked me " what were the usual causes or mo^ 
lives that made one country go to war with another V 
I answered, " They were innumerable; but I should 
only mpntion a few- of the chief. Sometimes, the 
ambition of princes, who never think they have land 
or people enough to govern. Sometin^ei, thecor* 
rjipUon of ministers, who engage their master in a 
"war, in order to stifle or divert the cl^imour of 
Uifi subjects agakist their evil administration. Dif- 
ference in opinions has cost many millions of lives ; 
for instance, whether flesh be bread, or bread be 
flesh; whether the juice of £^ certain berry be blood 
or wine* ; whether whistling be a vice or a virtuef ; 
-whether it be better to kiss a post, or throw it into 
ihe fire t ; what is the best colour for a coat, wher 
tber black, white, red, or gray; and whether it 
•houW be long of short, narrow or wide, dirty or 
clean, with many more§. Neither are any wara 
so furious and bloody, or of so long continuance, a^ 
those occasioned by difference in opinion, especially 
i^ it be in things indifferent. , 

^ ♦ Transutsti^tiatiait. H. f Church Mnsick* H. 
■J Kissing a cross. H. § The colour and make of sacrect 
^tmattoXs^ aod different orders of popisb ecclesiasticks. Q, 
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** Sometimes the quarrel between two princes, ir 
. to decide which of them shall dispossess a third of 
his dominions, where neither of them pretend to any 
right. Sometimes one prince quarrels with another 
for fear the other should quarrel with him. Some- 
times a war is entered upon, because the enemy is 
too strong ; and sometimes, because he is too weak. 
Sometimes our neighbours want the things which 
we have, or have the things which we want, and 
we both fight, till they take, ours, or give us theirs« 
It is a very justifiable cause of a war, to invade a 
countr}' after the people have been wasted by famine, 
destroyed by pestilence, or embroiled by factions 
among themselves. It is justifiable to en^er into war 
against our nearest ally, When one of his towns lies 
convenient for us, or a territory ot land, that would 
render our dominions round and compact* If a 
prince sends forces into a nation, where the people 
are poor aAd ignorant, he may lawfully put half of 
them to death, and make slaves of the rest, in order 
to civilize and reduce them from their barbarous 
' way of living. It is a very kingly, honourable, and 
ft-equent practice, when one prince desires the assist- 
ance of another, to secure him against an invasion, 
that the assistant, when he has driven out the in- 
vader, should sieze on the dominions hitnself, and 
kill, imprison, or banish the prince he came to re- 
lieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is a frequent 
<:ause of war between princes ; and the nearer the 
Icindred is, the greater their disposition to quarrel ; 
poor nations are hungry, and ncli nations are proud : 
and pride and hunger will ever be at variance. For 
these reasons, the trade of a soldier is held the most 
honourable of all others; because a soldier is a 
Vokoo hired to kill, in cold blood, as many of his own 
species, who havp never pffen4ed bim, as possib^ 
ie can. 
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** There i? likewise a kind of beggarly princes in 
Europe, pot able to make v^ar by themselves, who 
hire out their troops to richer nations, foi^so much 
a day to each man; of which (hey keep three-fourths 
to themselves^ and it is the best part of their main- 
tenance ; such are those in many Northern parts of 
Europe." 

*' What you have told me," said my master, " upon 
the subject of war, does indeed discover most ad- 
mirably the effects of that reason you pretend to : 
however it is happy that the shame is greater than 
the danger ; and that nature has left you utterly in- 
capable of doing much mischief! For, your mouths 
lying flat with your faces, you can hardly bite each 
other to any purpose, unless by consent. Then as 
to the claws upon your feet before and behind, they 
are so short and tender, that one of our Yahoos 
would drive a dozen of yours before him. And 
therefore in recounting the numbers of those who 
have been killed in battle, I cannot but think you 
have said the thing which is not." 

I could not forbear shaking my head, and smiling 
a little at his ignorance. And being no stranger to 
the art of war, I gave him a description of cannons^ 
culverins, muskets, carabines, pistols, bullets, pow- 
der, swords, bayonets, battles, sieges, retreats, at- 
tacks, undermines, countermines, bombardments, 
seafi^ts, ships sunk with a thousand men, twenty 
thousand killed on each side, dying groans, limbs 
lying in the air, smoke, noise, confusion, tramp-* 
hng to death under horses feet, flight, pursuit, vic- 
tory ; fields strewed with carcases, left for food to 
dogs and wolves, and' birds of prey; plundering, 
stripping, ravishing^ burning and destroying. And 
to set fbrthrthe valour of my own dear countrymen, 
I assurecf him, <' that I had seen them blow up a 
hundred enemies at once in a siege, and as many in 
a ship) and beheld (he dead bodies drop down la 
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pieces from the clouds, to the great diversion of (be 
spectators.*" 

I wasvgoing on to more particulars, when my 
Piaster commanded me silence/ He said "whoever 
understood the nature of Yahoos^ inigb( ea«iiy be- 
lieve it possible for so vile an animal to be capable 
of every action I had named, if their strength and 
cunning equalled their malice. But as my discourse 
had increased his abhorrence of tlie whole species, 
hO he found it gave him a disturbance in his mind, 
to wliich he was wholly a stranger before. He thought 
his ears, being used to such abominable words, 
might by degrees admit them with less detestation: 
that although he hated the Yahoos of this country, 
yet he no more blamed them for their odious quali- 
ties, than he did a gnnayh (a bird of prey) for its 
cruelty, or a sharp stone for cutting his hoof« But, 
when a creature pretending to reason could be 
capable of such enormities, he dreaded, lest the 
corruption of that faculty, might be worse Uian 

^ It would perhaps be impossible, by the most laboured arga- 
ment, or Cprcible eloquence, to show the absurd injustice And 
horrid cinielty of war so effectually, as by this simple exhibition 
of them in a new lij^ht: with war, including every species o£ 
iniquity and every art of destruction, we become familiar by 
degrees under specious terms, which are seldom examined, be- 
cause they are learned at an age, in which the mind implicitly 
receives and retains whatever is impressed j thus it happens, 
that when one man murders another to gratify his lust, we shad- 
der^but when one man murders a million to gratify his vanitf 
we approve and we admire, we envy and we applaud. If, when. 
this and tlie preceding pages are read, we discover with asto* 
nishment, that when the same events have occurred in history 
we felt no emotion, and acquiesced in wars which we could noC 
but know to have been commenced for such causes, and car- 
ried on by such means; let not him be censured for tob much 
debasing his species, who has contributed to their felicity and 
preservation, by stripping off the veil of custom and prejudice, 
And holding up, in their native deformity, the vices by which 
tl^ey become wretched; aad the arts by wliich tiiey are de« 
rtroyed. H. , . •• 
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brutyity itself. He seemed therefore confident, that 
instead of reason, we were only possessed of some 
quality, fitted to increase cTur natural vices ; as the 
•reflection from a troubled stream returns the image 
of an ill-shapen body, not only larger but more 
distorted. 

He added, "that he had heard too much upon the 
•ubject of war, both in this and some former dis- 
courses. There was another point, which a littlft 
per^Dlexed him at present. I had informed him, 
that some of our crew left their country on account 
of being ruined bylaw; that*I had already explained 
the meaning of the word; but he was at a loss 
how it should come to pass, that the law, which 
was inteaded for every man's preservation, should 
be any man's ruin. Therefore he desired to be far- 
ther satisfied what I meaht by law, and the dispen* 
sers thereof, according to the preswit practice in my 
own country : because he thought nature and rea* 
son were sufficient guides for a reasonable animal, 
es we pretended to be, in showing us what he ought 
to do, and what to avoid." 

I assured his honour, " that law was sc science, in 
which I had not much conversed, farther than by 
employing advocates in vain, upon some injustices 
that had been done me ; however I would give him 
all the satisfaction I was able.'' 

I said, " there was a society of men among us, bred 
up from their youth in the art. of proving, by words 
multiplied for the purpose, that white is black, and 
black is white, according as they are paid. To this 
society all the rest of 3ie people are slaves. Fo% 
example, if my neighbour has a mind to my cow, 
he has a lawyer to prove that he ought to have my 
cow from me. I must then hire another to defend 
my right, it bein^ against all rules of law, that any 
man should be allowed to speak for himself, Nowj 
in this case, I,* who aoi the right owaer, lie under 
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two great disadvantages : first, my lawyer^ being 

Sractised almost from his cradle in defending false* 
ood, is quite out of his element when he would be 
an advocate for justice, which is an unnatural office 
he always attempts with great aukwardn^ss, if not 
with ill will. The second disadvantage is, that my 
lawyer must' proceed with great caution, or else he 
will be reprimanded by the judges, and abhorred by 
his brethren, as one that would lessen the practice 
of the law. And therefore I have but two methods 
to preserve my cow. The first is, to gain over my 
adversary's lawyer with a double fee, who will then 
betray his client by insinuatiug, that he has justice 
on hb sicle. The second way is, for my lawyer to 
make my cause appear as unjust as he can, by al- 
lowing the cow to belong to/ny adversary : and this 
if it be skilfully done, will certainly bespeak the fa- 
vour of the bench. Now your honour is to know, 
that these judges are persons appointed to decide 
all controversies of property, as well as for the trial 
of criminals, and picked out from the most dextrous 
lawyers, who are grown old or lazy; ^d having 
been biassed all their lives against truth and eqwty, 
lie under such a fatal necessity of favouring fraud, 
perjury and oppression, that*I have known some of 
them refuse a large bribe from the side where justice 
lay, rather than injure the faculty, by doii^ any 
thing unbecoming Uieir nature or their office. 

" It is a maxim among these lawyers, that what^ 
ever has been done before, may legally be done 
again ; and therefore they take special care to re^ 
trofd all the decisions formerly made against con^ 
mon justice, and the general reason of mankind. 
These, under the name of precedents, they produce 
aa autlioritiea to justify the m^ost iniquitous opinr- 
ons, and the jadgea never faxL of directing accord- 
ingly. 
^ In ple^diog^ they atodiously avoid filtering itM 
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tlie merits of th« cause ; but are loud, violent, and 
tedious, in dwelling upon all circumstances which 
are not to the purpose. For instance, in the case 
already mentioned ; they never desire to know what 
claim or title my adversary has to my cow; but whe-. 
ther the said cow were red or black; her horns lolig 
or short ; whether the field 1 graze her in be round 
or square ; whether she was milked at home or 
abroad; what diseases she is subject to, and the 
like ; after which they consult precedents, adjourn 
the cause from time to time, and in ten, twenty, or 
thirty years come to an issue. 

" It is likewise to be observed, that this society 
has a peculiar cant and jargon of their own that no 
otlier mortal can understand, and wherein all their 
laws are written, which they take special care to mul" 
tiply; whereby they have wholly confound*^d the 
very essence of truth and falsehood, of right and 
wrong; so that it will take thirty years to decide, 
whether the field, left me by my ancestors for six 
generations, belongs to me, or to a stranger three 
hundred miles off. 

'^ In the trial of persons accus^ for crimes against 
the state/ the method is much more short and com- 
^lendable: the judge first sends to sound the dispo- 
sition of those in power, after which he can easily 
hang or save a crimii>al, strictly preserving all due 
forms of law," 

' Here my master interposing, said, " it was a pity, 
that creatures endowed with such prodigious abiU- 
ties of mind, as these lawyers, by the description I 
gave of them, must certainly be, were not rather 
encouraged to be instructors of others in wisdom 
and knowledge.'^ In answer to which I assured his 
honour, " tjiat in all points out of their own trade, 
they were usually the most ignorant and stupid ge- 
neration among us, the most despicable in common 
conversation, avowed enemies to all ^jiowledj^e and 
» B 2 ^'"'^^^ ^ ^^^ 



tSO GULLJVEU'S TRAVELS : PART IT. 

learning, and equally disposed to i>ervert the general 
reason of mankind, in every other subject of dis- 
course as in that of their own profession." 



' C H A P. vr. 

A CONTINITATION OF THE STATE OF ENGI/AND 
UlTDER QUEEK AKNE. THE CHARACTER OF 
A FIRST MINISTER OP STATE IN EUROPEAN 
COURTS. 

'My master was yet wholly at a loss to under- 
stand what motives could incite this race of law- 
yers to perplex, disquiet, and weary themselves, 
and engage in a confederacy of injustice, merely for 
the sake of injuring their fellow-animals; neither 
could he comprehend what I meant in saying, they 
did it for hire. Whereupon I was at much paitis , 
to describe to him tlie use of money, the materials 
it was made of, and the value of the metals ; " tliat 
when a Yahoo had got a great store of this precious 
aubstance> he was able to purchase whatever he had 
a mind to, the finest clothing, the noblest houses, 
great tracts of land, the most costly meats and 
drinks; and have his choice of the most beautiful 
females. Therefore, since money alo^ie was able 
to perform all these feats, our Yahoos thought they 
could nev^T have enough of it to spend, or to save, 
as they found themselves inclined, from their natu- 
ral bent, either to profusion or avarice. That the 
rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor itjan's la-* 
hour, and the latter were a thousand to one in pro-- 
portion to the former. Hiat the bulk of our people 
were forced to live miserably, by labouring every 
day for small wages, to make a few live plentifully." 
I eijlargpxi myself much on thesCj^ ip^ m^y otlier 
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particulars to the same purpose; but his honour 
was still to seek ; for he went upon a suppositiont 
that all animals had a title to their share in the 
productions of the earth, and especially those who 
presided over the rest. Therefore he desired I would 
let him know, " what these costly meats were, and . 
bow any of us happened to want them ?" Whereupon 
I enumerated as many sorts as came into my head, 
with the various methods of dressing them, which 
could not be done without sending vessels by sea to 
every part of the world, as well for- liquors to drink 
as for sauces, and innumerable other conveniences. 
I assured him '^ tliat this whole globe of earth must 
be at least three times gone round, before one of our 
better female Yahoos could get her breakfast, or-s 
cup to put it in/' He said, *' that must needs be a 
miserable country, which cannot furnish food for its 
own inhabitants. J^t what he chit^fly wondered at 
was how such vast tracts of ground, as I described, 
should be wholly without fresh water, and the people 
put to the necessity of sending over the sea for 
drink." I readied, *^ that England (the dear place 
of my nativity) was computed to produce three 
tixdes the quantity of food more than its inhabitants 
are able to consume, as well as liquors extracted 
from grain, or pressed out of tlie fruit of certain trees, 
which made excellent drink; and the same propor- 
tion in every other convenience of life. But in 
order to fe^ the luxury and intemperance of the 
niaieSy and the vanity of the females, we sent away 
die greatest part of our necessary things to other 
countries, whence in return we brought the materials 
of diseases, folly, and vice, to spend among ourselves. 
Hence it follows of necessity, that vast numbers of 
our people are compelled to seek their livelihood 
by begging, roU>ing, stealing, cheating, pimpinjg^ 
flattering, subomipg, forswearing, forging, gaming, 
lyingi fawning, hectoring, voting, scribbling, star» 
bb3 .......... ^^.^^.^ 
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gazing, poisoning, whoring, canting, libelling, free- 
thinking, and the like occupations :" every one of 
which terms I was at much pains to make him 
understand. 

*' That wine was nOt imported among us from foreign 
countries, to supply the want of water, or other 
drinks, but because it was a sort of liquid, which 
made us merry by putting us out of our senses, di- 
verted all melancholy thoughts, begat wild extrava- 
gant imaginations in the brain, raised our hopes, and 
banished our fears; suspended every office of reason 
for a time, and deprived us of the use of our limbs, 
till we fell into a profound sleep ; although it must be 
confessed, that we always awaked sick and dispi- 
rited ; and that the use of this liquor filled us with 
diseases, which made our iives uncomfortable and 
ehort. 

♦* But beside all this, the bulk of our people sup- 
ported themselves by furnishing the necessities, or 
conveniences of life, to the rich, and to each o1;her. 
For instance, whi^n I am at home, and dressed as I 
-ought to be, I carry on my body the workmanship 
joi a hundred tradesmen : the building and furniture 
,of my house, employ as many more, and &ve times 
the number to adorn my wife/' 
, I was going on to tell him of another sort of peo» 
pie, who get their livelihood by attending the sick, 
jiaving, upon some occasions, mformed his honour, 
'that many of my crew had died of diseases. But 
here it waswith the utmost difficulty, that I brought 
•him to apprehend what I meant. ** He could easily 
vconceive, that a Hmiyknhnm grew weak and heavy 
jbl. few days before his death, or by some accident 
Hiight hurt a limb ; but that nature, who works all 
things to perfection, should suffer any pains to breed 
in our bodies, he thought impossible, and desired tq 
jtnow the reason of so unaccountable an evil." 
* .1 to|d him, ^* we fed on a t*»ousand things, v^hich 
operated contrary to each other ; that we eat whea 
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we were not hungry, and drank without the provo- 
cation of thirst ; that we set whole nights drinking 
strong hquors, withouteating a bit, which disposed 
us to sloth, enflamed our bodies, and precipitated 
or prevented digestion. That prostitute female 
Yahoos acquired a certain malady, which bred rot- 
Ipnne^s in the bones of those who fell into their em- 
braces; that this, and many other diseases, were 
propagated from father to son ; so that great num- 
bers come into the world with complicated maladies 
upon them; that it would be eiidless to give him a 
catalogue of all diseases incident to human bodies, 
for they could not be fewer than five or six hundred, 
spread over every limb and joint ; in short, every 
part, external and intestine,' having diseases appro- 
priated to itself. To remedy which, there was a 
sort of people bred up among us in the profession, 
or pretence, of curing the sick. And because I had 
some skill in the faculty, I would, in gratitude to his 
honour, let him know the whole mystery and me- 
thod by which they proceed. 

** Their fundamental is, that ill diseases arise from 
repletion ; whence they conclude, that a great evacua- 
tion of the body is necessary, either through the na- 
tural passage, or upwards at the mouth. Their nex4 
business is from herbs, minerals, gums, oils, shells, 
salts, juices, seaweed, excrements, barks of trees, 
serpents, toads, frogs, spiders, dead men's flesh and 
bones, birds, beasts, «^nd fishes, to form a composi- 
tion, for smell and taste, the most abominable, nau- 
seous, and detestable, they can possibly contrive, 

• which tlie stomach immediately rejects with loath- 
ing, and this they call a vomit; or else, from the 
same storehouse, with some other poisonous addi- 

i tions, they command us to take* in at the orifice 

• aboye or below (just as the physician then happeris 
to be disposed) a medicine equally annoying and dis- 
gustful to tlie bowels; which, relaidng the belly, drivo 
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drives dowu all before it ; and this they call a purges 
or a clyster. For nature (as the physicians allege) 
" having intended the superior anteriour orifice, only 
for the intromission of solids and liquids, and Uie iu-* 
feriour posteriour for ejection; these artists*, inge- 
niously considering that in all diseases nature is forc- 
ed out of her seat, therefore to replace her iu i^ 
the body must be treated in a manner directly con- 
trary, by interchanging the use of each orifice ; 
forcing solids and liquids in at the anus, and mak- 
ing evacuations at the mouth. 

'^ But, besides real diseases, we are subject to 
many that are only imaginary, for which the phy- 
sicans have invented imaginary cures; these have 
their several names, and so have the drugs that are 
proper for them ; and with these our female Yahow 
are always infested. 

'' One great excellency in this tribe, is their skill at 
prognosticks, wherein they seldom fail ; their pre- 
dictions in real diseases, when they rise to any de- 
gree of malignity, generally portending death, which 
is always in their power, when recoveKy is not: and 
therefore, tipQn any unexpected signs of amend- 
ment, after they have pronounced their sentence, 
rather than be accused as false prophets, they know 
how to approve their sagacity to the world, by a 
^ seasonable dose. 

*^ They are likewise of special use t6 husbands and 
wives who are grown weary of their mates; to 
eldest sons, to great ministers of state, and often to 
princes." 

I had formerly, upon oceasion, discoursed with 
my master upon the nature of government in gene- 
ral, and particularly of our Own excellent constitu- 
tion, deservedly the wonder and envy of the whole 
world. But having here accidentally mentioned a 

* These artist^ is a nominative, without any verb to which 
Urcf«rsiattei»niuad9iC<tftiieicii(6oce# $. 
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minister of state, he commanaed me some time after 
to ioforo^him, " what species of Yahoo I particularly 
meant by that appellation." 

1 1 told him, "that a first or chief minister of state, 
who was the person I intended to describe, was a 
creature wholly exempt from joy and grief, love and 
hatred, pity and anger; at least, makes use of no 
other passions, but a violentdesire of wealth, power, 
and titles ; that he applies bis words to all uses, ex- 
cept to the indication of his mind; that he never 
tells a truth, but with an intent that you should 
take it for a lie ; nor a lie, but with a design that 
you should take it for a truth ; that those he speaks 
worst of behind their backs, are in the surest way of 
pteferment ; and whenever he begins to praise you 
to others, or to yourself, you are from that day for- 
lorn. The worst mark you can receive ^ is a pro- 
mise, especially when it is confirmed with an oath ; 
after which, every wise man retires, and gives over all 
hopes. • 

" There are three methods, by which a man may 
rise to be chief minister. The first is, by knowing 
how, with prudence, to disjiose of a wife, a daughter, 
or a sister: the second, by betraying or undermining 
bis predecessor : and the third is, by a furious zeal 
in public assemblies, against the corruptions of the 
court. But a wise prince would rather choose to 
employ those who practise the last of these me* 
thods ; because- such zealots prove always the most 
obsequious and subservient to the .will and passions 
of their master. That these ministers, having all 
employments at their disposal, preserve themselves 
in power, by bribing the majority of a senate or 
great council ; and at last, by an expedient, called 
an act of indemnity, (whereof I described the nature 
to him), they secure themselves from after reckon- 
ings, and retire from the publick laden with the spoili 
of the nation. i 
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'* The palace of chief mioister is a eemiaary to 
li^reed up others in his own trade : the pages^ lackeys 
and porter, by imitating their master, become mini« 
sters of state in theif several districts, and learn to 
excel in the three principal ingredients, of insolencei 
lying, and briber}'. Accordingly they have a subaltern 
court paid to them by persons of the best rank ; and 
sometimes, by the force of dexterity and impudence, 
arrive, through several gradations, to be successors 
to their lord. 

" He is usually governed by a decayed wench, or 
favourite footman, who are the tunnels through 
which all graces are conveyed, iand may properly 
be called/ in the last resort, the governors of the 
kingdom/' 

One day in discourse, my master, having heard 
me mention the nobility of my country, was pleased 
to make me a compliment, which I could not pre- 
|:end to deserve : '* that he woa sure I must have been 
born of some noble family, because I far exceeded 
in shape, colour, and cleanliness, all the Yakoos of 
his nation, although I seemed to fail in strength and 
agility, which must be imputed to my different way 
of living from those other brutes ; and besides, I was 
not only endowed with the faculty of speech, 
but likewise with some rudiments of reason, to a 
degree, that with all his acquaintance I passed for a 
prodigy." 

He made me observe,'^ that, among the BovyhnhnmSy 
the white, the ., sorrel, and the iron-gray, were 
not so exactly shaped as the bay, the dapple-gray, 
^d the black; nor bom with equal taleats of mind, 
or a capacity to improve thein ; and therefore con* 
tinned always in the condition of servants, without 
«ver aspiring to match out of their own race, which 
in that country would be reckoned monstrous and 
unnatural." 

I made his honour my most bumble acknowledge 



A VOTAGE'TO THE HOXTlTHiniKMS. 287 

ments for the good opinion he was pleased to con- 
ceive of me ; but assured him at the same time, 
" that my birth was of the lower sort, having been 
bom of plain honest parents, who were just able to 
give me a tolerable education : that nobility, among 
us, was altogether a different thing from ^]^e idea 
he had of it; that our young. noblemen are bred 
from their childhood in idleness and luxury ; that 
as soon as years will permit, they consume their vi- 
gour, and contract odious diseases among lewd fe- 
males ; and when their fortunes are almost ruined, 
they marry some women of mean birth, disagreeable 
person, ahd unsound constitution, (merely for the 
sake of money,) whom they hate and despise. That 
the productions of such marriages, are generally 
scrofulous, ricketty, or defprmed children; by 
which means the femily seldom continues above 
three generations, unless the wife takes care to pro- 
vide a healthy father, among her. neighbours or do- 
mesticks, in order to improve and continue the breed. 
That a weak diseased body, a meagre^ countenance, 
and sallow complexion, are the trui^ marks of noble 
blood ; and a healthy robust appearance is so dis- 
graced in a man of quality, that the worid con- 
cludes his real father to have been a groom, or a 
coachman. The imperfections of- his mind, run pa- 
rallel with those of his body, being4i composition 
of spleen, dulness, ignorance, caprice, sensuality, and 
pride. 

" Without the consent of this illustrious body, no 
law can be enacted, repealed, or altered ; and these 
nobles have likewise the decision of ail our posses* 
•ion»9 without appeal/' 
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CHAP. VII. 



THE AUTHOR S GREAT LOVIOP IltS NATIVE COUN- 
TRY, HIS master's observations upon the 

CONSTITUTION AND ADMINISTRATION OF ENG*- 
LAND, AS DESCRIBED BT THE AUTHOR, WITH 
PARALLEL CASES AND COMPARISONS. HIS 
HASTER's OBSERVATIONS UPON HUMAN NA- 
TURE. 

The reader may be dispoeed to wonder, bow I 
could prevail on myself to give so free a representa- 
tion of my own species, among a race of mortals, 
who are already too apt to conceive tlie vilest opi- 
nion of human kind, from that intire congruity be- 
tween me and their Yahoos, But I must freely con- 
fess, that the many virtues of those excellent qua- 
. drupeds, placed in opposite view to huaan corrup- 
tions^ had so far opened my eyes, and enlarged niy 
understanding, that I began to view the actions and 
passions of man, in a very different light ; and to 
think the honour of my own kind, not worth manage 
ing; which, besides, it was impossible for me to dp, 
before a person of so acute a judgment as my mas- 
ter, who daily convinced me of a thousand faults in 
myselfjvvhereof I had not the least perception before^ 
and which, with us, would never be numbered even 
among human infirmities. I had likewise leained, 
from his example, an utter detestation of all false- 
hood or disguise ; and truth appeared so amiiible to 
me, that I determined upon sacrificing every thing 
to it. 

Let me deal so candidly with the reade^r, as to 
•oufess, t^s^t; thir« was yet a much stronger motive 
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for the freedom I took, in my re presentation of 
things. I ha4 not yet been a year in this country^ 
before I contracted such a love and veneration for 
the inhabitants, that I entered- on a firm resolation^ 
never to return to humankind, but to pass the rest 
of my hfe among (hese admirable Houyhnh^mSy in. 
the contemplation and practice of every virtue; 
where I could have no example or incitement to vice. 
Put it was decreed by fortune, my perpetual enemy, 
that so great a felicity should not fall to my share. 
However, it is now some comfort to reflect, that in 
what I said of my countrymen, I extenuated their 
faults, as much as I durst before so strict an exa- 
miner; and upon every article gave as favourable % 
turn, as the matter would bear. For indeed, who is 
there alive, that will not be swayed by his bias and 
partiality to the place of his birth ? 

I have related the substance of several conversa- 
tions I bad with my master, during the greatest 
part of the time I had the^honour to be in his ser-r 
vice ; but have indeed, for brevity sake, omitte4 
nmch more than is here set down!. 

When I had answered all his questions, and his 
curio^ty seem<?d to be fully satisfied, he sent for 
^e one morning early^and commanded me to sit 
^wn at some distance (an honour which he h9.d 
jnever before conferred upon me). He said " he had 
l^eefi very seriously considering my whole story, ais- 
ff^x *s it related botli to myself and my country : 
t^t he looked upon u»as a sort of animals, to whose 
fihaf e> by what accident he could not conjecture, 
^me sm^^ll pittance of reason had fallen, whereof 
we. made no other use, than by its assistance to 
aggravate our natural corruptions, and to acquire 
new ones, which nature had not given us : that we 
4isanned ourselves of the few abilities she bad b&- 
9towed ;- had been very successful in multiplying our 
original w^ats, ^d neemed to spend out Mrhole Uve3 

VOL. IX. C c ^ ^ d^^ 
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in Tain endeavours, to supply them by our own 
inventions. That as to myself, it was manifest I had 
3ieither the strength nor agility of a common Yahoo; 
that I wsJked infirmly on my hinder feet; had found 
«ut a contrivance to make my claws of no use or 
defence, and to remove the hair frotn my chin, which 
-was intended as a shelter from the sun and the 
weather. Lastly, that I could neither run with 
speed, nof climb trees like my brethren," as he 
called them, '* the Yahoos in his country. 

*f That our institutions of governtnent and law,were 
plainly owing to our gross defects in reason, and by 
consequence in virtue ; because reason alone is suf- 
ficient to govern a rational creature ; which was 
therefore a character we had no pretence to chal- 
lenge, even from the account I had given of my own 
people; although he manifestly perceived, that in 
order to favour them, 1 had concealed many parti- 
culars, and often said the thing which was not. 

, " He was the more confirmed in this opinion, be- 
cause he observed, that as I agreed in every fep.ture 
of my body with other Yahoos, except where it was 
to my real disadvantage in point of strength, speed, 
and activity, the shortness of my claws, and some 
other particulars where nature had no part; so from 
the representation 1 had given him of our lives, our 
manners, and our actions, he found as near a resem- 
blance in the disposition of our minds." He said, 
^* the Yahoos were known to hate one another; more 
than they did any different species of animals; and 
the reason usually assigned was, the odiousness of 
their own shapes, which all could see in the rest, 
but not in themselves. He had therefore begun 
to think it not unwise in us to cover our bodies, and 
by that invention conceal many of our deformiti^ 
from each other, which would else be hardly sup- 
portable. But he now found he had been mistaken, 
and that the dissensions of those bnites^ in hb coim^ 

3 -■ -y'-.u., ^.^ 



A VOYA0E TO THE lfOUYHNHNM«. ^1 

try, were owing to the same cause with ours, as I 
had described them. For if," said he, " you throw 
among Hwe Yahoos^ as much food as would be suf* 
ficient for fifty, they will, instead of eating peace- 
ably, fall together by the ears, each single one im- 
patient to have all to itself: and therefore a servant 
was usually employed to stand by, while they were 
feeding abroad, and those kept at home were tied 
at a distance from each other : that if a cow died of 
age or accident, before a Hoxiyhnhnm could secure 
it for his own YahooSy those in Uie neighbourhood 
would come in herds to seize it, and then would 
ensue such a battle as I had described, with terrible 
wounds made by their claws on both sides, although 
they seldom were able to kill one another, for want 
of such convenient instruments of death, as we had 
invented. At other limes, the like battles have beei> ' 
fought between the Yahoos of several neighbour- 
hoods, without any visible cause : those of one dis- 
trict, watching all opportunities to surprise the next, 
, before they are prepared. But if tliey find their 
project has miscarried, they return home, and for 
want of enemies, engage in what I call a civil war 
among themselves. 

" That in some fields of his country there are cer- 
tain shining stones of several colours, whereof the 
Yahoos are violently fond ; and when part of these 
stones is fixed in the earth, as it sometimes hap- 
pens, they will dig with their claws for whole day? 
to get them out ; then carry them away, and hide 
them by heaps in their kennels ; but still looking 
round with great caution, for fear their comrades 
should find out their treasure." My master said, 
** he could never discover the reason of this unnatural 
appetite, or how these stones could be of any use 
to a Yahoo ; but now he beheved it might proceed 
from the same principle of avarice, which I had 
ascribed to mankind : That he had once, by wav 
• C c 2 _._..^.. • 



eje ^JtJtllVEV* TBrATfttS: fAUt It. 

of experiment, privately remdved a heap of thes^ 
stones from the place, v^here one of his lahaof ba4 
buried it : whereupon the sordid animal, misding his 
treasure, by his loud lamenting, brought the whol6 
herd to the place, there miserably howled^ then fell 
to biting and tearing the rest ; began to pine away, 
Would neither eat, nor sleep, nor work, till he ordered 
a servant privately to convey the stones into the sain^ 
bole, and hide them as before^ vrhich, when hift 
Yakoo had found, he presently recovered his spirit*, 
and good humour, but took care to remove them td 
a better hiding-place, and has ever since been a very 
serviceable brute." 

My niJLSier farther assured me, which I also ob- 
served mj'self, " that in the fields where the shining 
stofies abound, the fiercest and most frequent battles 
are fought, occasioned by perpetual inroads of the 
neighbouring Yahoos/' 

He said, " it was common, when two Yahoos dis- 
covered such a stone in a field, and wer^ contending 
which of them should be the proprietor, ^ thirds 
would take the advantage, and carry it away frond 
them both ;'' which my master would need6 contend 
to have some kind of resemblance with our suits at 
law ; wherein I thought it for our credit not to un- 
deceive him; since the decision he mentioned, was 
much more equitable, than many decrees among use 
because the plaintiftand defendant there, lost noUling 
beside the stone they contended for, whereas our 
»;ourts of equity would never have dismissed thts 
cause, while either of them had any thing left. 
• My master continuing his discourse said, ** ther6 
was nothing that rendered the Yahoos more odious, 
tlian tlieir undistinguishing appetite to devour every 
thing that came in their way, whether herbs, roots, 
Verries, the corrupted flesh of animals, or all miagled 
together: and it was peculiar in their temper, th^t 
they were fonder of what tliey could gel by rapine 
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or stealth, at a greater distance, than much better 
food, provided for them at home. If their prey held 
out, they would eat till they were ready to burst, 
after which, nature had pointed out to them a certain 
root, that gave them a general evacuation. 

f* There was also another kind of root, very juicy, 
but somewhat rare and difficult to be found, which 
the Yahoos sought for with much eagerness, and 
would suck it with great delight ; it produced in 
them the saqie effects, that wine has upon us. It 
would make them sopietimes hug, and sometimes 
tear one another ; they would howl and grin, and 
chatter, and reel, and tumble, and then fall asleep in 
the mud." 

I did indeed observe, that the Yahoos were the 
only animals in this country, subject to any diseases; 
which, however, were much fewer than horses have 
among us, and contracted not by any ill treatment 
they meet with, but by the nastiness, and greediness 
of that sordid brute. Neither has their language 
any more than a general appellation for those mala- 
dies, which is borrowed frqm the name of the beast, 
and called hnea-yahoo, or Yahoo's evil ; and the cure 
prescribed is a mixture of their ow^n dung and urine, 
forcibly put down the Yahoo^s throat. This I have 
since often known to have been taken with success, 
and do here freely recommend it to my countrymen, 
/or the public good, as an admirable specifick against 
all diseases produced by repletion. 

*'As to learning, government, arts, manufjpictures, , 
and^the like," my master confessed, "he could find 
little or no resemblance between the Yahoos cf that 
country, and those in ours. For he only meant to 
observe, what parity there was in our natures. He 
bad heard indeed, some curious Houyhnhnms ob- 
serve, that in most herds there was a sort of ruling 
Yahoo (as among us there is generally some leading 
©r principal stag in a park) who was always more 
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deformed in body, and mischievous in disposition, 
than any of the rest. That this leader had usually 
a favourite as like himself as he xould get, wh^e 
employment was to lick his master's feet and poste- 
riors, and drive the female Yahoos to his kennel * 4 
for vsrhicL he v/as now and then rewarded with a 
piece of ass's flesh. This favourite is hated by tlie 
whole herd, aod therefore, to protect himself, keeps 
always near the person of his leader. He usually 
continues in office, till a worse can be found ; but 
the very moment he is discarded, his successor t» at 
the head of all the Takoos in that district, young 
and old, male and female, come in a body, and 
discharge tlieir excrements upon him from head to 
foot. But how far this might be applicable to our 
courts, and favourites, and ministers of state, my 
master said I could best determine/' 

I durst make no return to this malicious insi- 
nuation, which debased human understanding be- 
low the sagacity of a common hound, who has 
judgment enough to distinguish and follow the cry 
of thq ablest dog in the pack, without being ever 
mistaken. 

INIy master told me, " there were some qualitiei 
remarliable in the Yahoos^ which he had not ob- 
served me to mention, or at least very slightly, in 
the accounts 1 had given him of human kin<J.** He 
said, ** those animals, like other brutes, had their fe- 
males in common ; but in this they differed, tbat 
the she Yahoo would admit the males, while she was 
pregnant ; and that the hes would quarrel and 
fight with the females, as fiercdy as with each other^ 

• Flatteiy aod pimping. M. 

f This setitence is ifltogcthct* nngfammaticisih "^ His sirccesSOr,* 
is tlie only nominative to the -pkiral ver^ fccMiie ;* it maylHl 
thus ani«nded*-«< hut the verf moinant he is discailled, all thk 
yohoos ia ihat IUstFiGt,youog and old, male ami f^oMtkii with lu% 
bucccs&or At their head, eoroe '^ a body,' ^c. S. 
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Both which practices, were such degrees of infe- 
inous brutality as no other sensitive creature ever 
arrived at. 

" Another thing he wondered at in the Yakoos, was 
their strange disposition to nastiness and dirt; where- 
as there appears to be a natural love of cleanliness, 
in all other animals." As to the two former accusa- 
tions, I was glad to let them pass witliout any reply, 
because 1 had not a word to offer upon them in de- 
fence of my species, which otherwise I certainly had 
done from my own inclinations. But I could have 
^easily vindicated human kind from tlie imputation 
of singularity upon the last article, if there had been 
af^y swine m that country, (as unluckily for me 
there were not) which, although it may be a sweeter 
quadruped than a I'a^oo, camiot, I humbly conceive,, 
injustice, pretend to more cleanliness; and so his 
laonour himself must have owned, if he had seen 
their filthy way of feeding, and their custom of wal** 
Jewing and sleeping in the mud. 

My maste^r likewise mentioned^auother quality> 
vhich his servants had discovefed in several Yahoos^ 
and to him was wholly unaccountable. He said ^'a 
feincy would sometimes take a Ykhoo to retire into 
a comer, to lie down, ^d howl and groai^, and spurn 
away all that came near him, although he were young 
and fat, wanted neither food nor water: nor did th^ 
servant imagine what could possibly ail him. And 
the only remedy they found was, to set him to hard 
work, after which he would infelHbly come to him- 
self/' To thi« I w«s silent out of partiality to n^ 
own kind; yet here I cooW plainly discover the true 
eeeds of spleen, which only ^zes on the laxy, the 
luxuriouf, and the rich; who*, if they were farced 
to undergo the same regimen, I woi^ undertake 
for the cure. 

. * Here the word * wh V is anominative without re&reoce u> 
«if verb afterward!. "S. • 
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. His honour had farther observed, " that a female 
Yahoo would often stand behind a bank or a bush, 
to gaze on the young males passing by, and then 
appear, and hide, using many an tick gestures and 
grimaces, at which time it was observed that she had 
a most offensive smell ; and when any of the males 
advanced, would slowly retire, looking often back, 
and with a counterfeit show of fear, run off into 
some convenient place, where she knew the male 
would follow her. 

" At other times, if a female stranger came among 
them, three or four of her own sex would get about 
her, and stare, and chatter, and grin, and smell 
her all over ; and then turn off with gestures, that 
seemed to express contempt and disdain." 

Perhaps my master might refine a little in these 
speculations, which he had drawn from what he 
observed himself, or had been told him by others^ 
however I could not reflect, without some amaze- 
ment, and much sorrow, that the rudiments of lewd- 
ness, coquetry, censure, and scandal, should have 
place by instinct in womankind. 

I expected every moment, that my master would , , 
accuse the Yahoos of those unnatural appetites iii 
both sexes, so common among us. But Nature, it 
seems, has not been so expert a school-mistress; 
and these politer pleasures are intirely the produc- 
tions of Art and Reason on our side of the globe. 

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSmSStSSS 

CHAP. VIII. 

t 

^^HE AUTHOR RELATES SEVERAL PARTICULAR* 

OF THE YAHOOS. THE GREAT VIRTUES OF- 

THE HOUYHNHNM9. THE EDUCATIOK AWU 

EXERCISE OF THEIR YOUTH. THEIR OElTERAL 

ASSEMBLY. 

As I ought to have understood human nature 
touch better, than I supposed it possible for my 
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master to do, so it was easy to apply the character 
he gave of the Yahoos to myself, and my countr3N- 
men; and I believed I could yet make farther dis* 
Coveries, from my own observation. I therefore 
often begged his honour to let me go among the 
herds of Yahoos in the neighbourhood; to which 
he always very graciously consented, being perfectly 
convinced, that the hatred I bore these brutes, would 
never suffer me to be corrupted by them ; and his 
honour ordered one of his servants, a strong sorrel 
nag, very honest and good natured, to be my guard ; 
Mrithout whose protection I durst not undertake such 
adventures. For I hove already told the reader, 
how much I was pestered by these odious animals, 
upon my first arrival: and I afterward failed very 
narrowly three or four times of falling into their 
clutches, when I happened to stray at any distance 
without my hanger. Ar^di I have reason to believe 
they had some imagination that I was of their own 
species, which I often assisted myself, by stripping 
up my sleeves, and showing my naked arms and 
breast in tlieir sight, when my protector was with 
me. At which times they would approach as near 
as they durst, and imitate my actions after the man- 
ner of monkies, but ever with great signs of hatred ; 
CIS a tai;ne jackdaw with cap and stockings is always 
persecuted by the wild ones, wlien he happens to be 
got among them. 

They are prodigrously nimble from their infancy. 
However, I once caught a young male^f three years 
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tenderness to 
make it quiet ; but the little imp fell a squalling, 
and scratching, and biting with such violence, that 
I was forced to let it go ; and it was high time, for 
a whole troop of old ones came about us at the noise, 
bat finding the cub was safe (for away it ran) anA 
my sorrel nag being by, they durst pot venture near 
us. I observed the young animal's, flesh to smell 
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. very rank, and the stink was somewhat between a 
weasel and a fox, but much more disagreeable. I 
forgot another circumstance, (and perhaps I might 
have the reader's pardon, if it were wholly omitted) 
tliat while I held the odious vermin in my hands, 
it voided its filthy excrements of a yellow liquid 
substance all over my clothes ; but by good fortune 
there was a small brook hard by, where I washed 
myself as clean as I could; although I durst not 
come into my master's presence, until I were sufii- 
qiently aired. 

By what I could disco\'^r, the Yahoos appear to 
be the most ^nteachable of all animals ; their capa- 
cities never reaching higher than to draw or carry 
burdens. Yet I am of opinion, this defect arises 
chiefly from a perverse, restive disposition. For they 
are cunning, malicious, treacherous, and revenge- 
ful. They are strong and hardy, but of a cowardly 
spirit, and by consequence insblent, abject, and 
cruel. It is observed, that the red haired of both 
sexes, are more libidinous and mischievous than the 
rest, whom yet they much exceed in strengtli and 
activity. 

The Houyknhnms keep the Yahoos for present use 
in huts not far from the house ; but the rest are sent 
abroad to certain fields, where they dig up roots, 
eat several kinds of herbs, and search about for 
.carrion, or sometimes catch weasek and IvMmuhs (a 
sort of wild rat) which they greedily devour. Nature 
has taught them to dig deep holes with their nails 
on the side of a rising gound, wherein they lie by 
themselves; ,only the kennels of the females are 
larger, sufficient to hold two or three cubs. 

They swim from their infancy like frogs, and are 
able to continue long under water, where they often 
take fish, which the females carry home to their 
young. And upon this occasion, I hope the reader 
will pardon my relating an odd adventure* 
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Being one day abroad with my protector the sor- * 
rel nag, and the weather exceeding hot, I entreated 
him to let me bathe in a river that was near. He 
consented, and I immediately stripped myself stark 
naked, and went down softly into the stream. It' 
happened that a young female Yakooj standing 
behind a bank, saw the whole proceeding, and en- 
flamed by desire, as the nag and I conjectured, came 
running with all speed, and leaped into the water 
within &WQ yards of the place where I bathed. I 
was never in my life so terribly frightened. The nag 
was grazing at some distance, not suspecting any 
harm. She embraced me after a most fulsome 
manner. I roared as loud as I could, and the nag 
came galloping towards me, whereupon she quitted 
her grasp with the utmost reluctancy, and leaped 
upon the opposite bank, where she stood gazing 
and howling all the time I was putting on my 
clothes. 

This was a matter of diversion to my master and 
liis family, as well as of mortification to myself. 
For now, 1 could no longer deny that I was a real 
Yahoo in every limb and feature, since the females 
iiad a natural propensity to me, as one of their own 
species : neither was tlie hair of this brute of a red 
colour, (whi<)jh might have been some excuse for an 
appetite a little irregular) but black as a sloe, and 
her countenance did not make an appearance alto- 
gether ^o hideous, as the rest of her kind ; for I think^ 
€he could not be above eleven years old. 

Having lived three years in this country, the 
reader I suppose will expect that I should, like other 
travellers, give him some account of the manners 
^nd customs of its inhabitants, which it was indeed 
my principal study to learn. 

As these noble Houyhnhnfns are endowed by nature 
with a general disposition to all virtues, and havet 
Ho cooceptions or ideas of what ift evil io a rational 
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' creature; so their grand maxim^is, to cultivate rea- 
son, and to be wholly governed by it. Neither is 
reason among them a point problematical^ as with 
us, where men can argue with plausibility on both 
sides of the question; but strikes you with immediate 
conviction ; as it must needs do, where it is not 
mingled, obscured, or discoloured, by passion and 
interest. I remember it was with extreme difii- 
culty, that I could bring my master to understand 
the meaning of the word opinion, or how a point 
could be disputable; becauHi reason taught us to 
affirm or deny only where we are certain; and be- 
yond our knowledge we cannot do either. So tliat 
controversies, wranglings, disputes, and positiveness, 
in false or dubious propositions, are evils unknown 
fimong the Hovyhnkntns. In the like manner, when 
I used to explain to him our several systems of na- 
tural philosophy, he would laugh, '* that a creature 
pretending to reason, should value itself upon tbi^ 
knowledge of other people's conjectures, and in things 
where that knowledge, if it were cert^n, could b« 
of no use." Wherein he agreed entirely with th^^ 
sentiments of Socrates, as Plato delivers them; 
which I mention as the liighest honour I can do that 
prince of philosophers* I have often since reflected, 
what destruction such doctrine would make in jLh^ 
libraries of Europe; and how many paths of fame^ 
would be then shut up in tl)e learned world. 

FrieKidship and benevolence are the twopriAcipaJ 
virtues among the Houyinfitms : and these, u/op 
confined to particular objects, but universal to the 
whole race. For a stranger from the remotest part, ^ 
is equally treated with the nearest neighbour ; and 
wherever he goes, looks upon himself as at hocne. 
They prarerve decency, and civility in the highest de^ 
grees, but are altogether ignorant of ceremony. They 
have no fondness for their colts or foals, but th^car# 
they take in edugating tbem proc««d» «;Atirely from 
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the dictates of reason. And I observed my master 
to slnnv the same affection to his neighbour's issue, 
that he had for his own. They will have it that na- 
ture teaches them" to love the whole species, and it 
is reason only tliat makes a distinction of persons, 
where there is a siiperiour degree of virtue. 

When the matron Hou\fhnhnfns have produced 
one of each sex, they no longer accompany with 
theii' consorts, except they lose one of their issue 
hy some casualty, which very seldom happens : but 
ia such a case they meet again ; o^- when the like 
au:cident befals a person whose wife is past bearing, 
£ome other couple bestow on him one of their own 
colts, and then go together again until the mother is 
pregnant This caution is necessary to prevent the 
comitry from being overburdened with numbers. 
But the race of inferiour Houyhnhnms^ bred up to be 
servants, is not so strictly liHiited upon this article^ 
these are allowed to produce three of each sex, to be 
clomesticks in the noble families. 

In their marriages, they are exactly careful to 
choose such colours, as will not make any disagree- 
able mixture in the breed. Strength is chiefly valued 
in the male, and comeliness in the female ; not upon 
the account of love, but to preserve the race from 
degenerating; for where a female happens to excel 
in strength, a consort is chosen with regard to come- 
liness. 

Courtsliip, love, presents, jointures, settlements, 
have no place in their thoughts ; or terms whereby 
to express them in their language. The young couple 
meet and are joined, merely because it is the deter- 
mination of their parents and friends : it is what they 
see done ^very day,, and they look upon it as one of 
the necessary actions of a reasonable beii^g. But 
the violation of marriage, or any other uncliastity, 
was never heard of: and the married, pair pass their 
lives with the same friendship, and mutual benevo- 

VOL. IX. » D y— ^— a- 
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lence, that they bear to all others of the same species, 
who come in their way; without jealousy, fondness, 
quarrelling, or discontent. 

' In educating the youth of both sexes, their me- 
thod is admirable, and highly deserves our imitation. 
These are not suffered to taste a grain of oats, except 
upon certain days, till eighteen years old ; nor milk, 
but very rarely ; and in summer they graze two hours 
in the morning, and as many in the evening, which 
their parents likewise observe ; but the servants are 
not allowed above half that time, and a great part ' 
of their grass is brought home, which they eat at the 
most convenient hours, when they can be best spared 
from work. 

Temperance, industry, exercise, and cleanliness, 
are the lessons equally enjoined to the young ones 
of both sexes : and my master thought it monstrous 
in us, to give the females a different kind of educa- 
tion from the males, except in some articles of do- 
mesti(5k management ; whereby, as he truly observed, 
one half of our natives were good for nothing but 
bringing children into the world : and to trust the 
care of our children to such useless animals, he said, 
was yet a greater instance of brutality. 

But the Houyhnhnms train up their youth to 
strength, speed, and hardiness, by exercising them 
in running races up and down steep hills, and over 
hard stony grounds; and when they are all in a sweat, 
they are ordered to leap over head and ears into a 
pond or river. Four times a year the youth of a 
certain district meet to show their proficiency in 
running and leaping, and other feats of strength and 
agility ; where the victor is rewarded, with a song 
in his or her praise. On this festival, the servants 
drive a herd of Yahoos into the field, laden with hay, 
and oats, and milk, for a repast to the Houyhnhnms -^ 
after which, these brutes are immediately driven 
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back again, for fear of being noisome to tlie as* 
sembly. 

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinox, there is 
a representative council of the whole nation, which 
•mqets in a plain about twenty miles from our house, 
and continues about &ve or six days. Here they in- 
quire into the state and condition of the several 
districts ; whether they abound, orbe deficient in hay 
or oats, or cows^ or Yahoos ? and wherever there 
is any want, (which is but seldom) it is immediately 
supplied by unanimous consent and contribution. 
Here likewise the regulation of children is settled : 
as for instance, if a Houyhnhnm has.two males, he 
changes one of them with another that has two fe- 
males : and when a child has been lost by any ca- 
sualty, where the mother is past breeding, it is de- 
termined what family in the district shall breed 
another to supply the loss. 



CHAP, IX, 

A GRA17D DEBATE AT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLt 
OF THE HOUYHNHNMS, AND HOW IT WAS 
P DETERMINED. THE LEARNING OF THE 
HOUYHNHNMS. THEIR BUILDINGS. THEIR 
MANNER OF BURIALS, THE DEFECTIVENESS 
OF THEIR LANGUAGE. 

One of these grand assemblies was held in my 
time, about three months before my departure, 
whither my master went as the representative of our 
district. In this council was resumed their old de- 
bate, ^nd indeed the only debate that ever happened 
in their country ; whereof my master, after his re- 
turn, gave me a very particular accotint. 

The question to be debated was, " whether the 
Yahoos should be exterminatedfrp|]a^t|i^fo5^ of the 
D D 2 
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earth ! One of the metpbers for the affirniatlt«, 
offered several arguments of great strength and 
weight ; alleging, ** that as the Yahoos were the most 
filthy, noisome, and deformed animal, which natui^ 
ever |)roduced, so they were the most restive andin- 
docible, mischievous and mahcions: they would 
privately suck the teats of the Houvhnknms cows; 
kill and devour their cats, trample down their oats 
and grass, if they were not continually watched, and 
commit a thousand other extravagancies." He took 
notice of a general tradition, •* that Yahoos had not 
been always in their country ; but that many ages 
ago, two of these brutes appeared together upon a 
mountain; whether produced by the heat of liiesEm 
ppon corrupted mud and slime, or from the boee and 
froth of the sea, was never known : that these Yekoos 
engendered, and their brood, in a short time, grew 
so numerous, as to overrun and infest the whole 
nation ; that the Houj/iniamSj to g^t rid of this evil, 
made a general liunting, and at last enclosed the whole 
herd ; and destroying the elder, every Houyhnhnm 
kept two young ones in a kennel, and j^rought them 
to such a degree of tameness, as an animal, so savage 
"by nature, can be capable of acquiring; using tLem 
for draught and carnage : that there seemed to b# 
much truth in this tradition, and that those creatures 
could not be ylnhniamshi/ (or aborigines of the land) 
because of the violent hatred the Houyhnhnms, as well 
as all other animals, bore them ; which, although 
their evil disposition sufficiently deserved, could 
never have arrived at so high a degree, if diey had 
been aborigines; or else they would have long since 
been rooltd out : that the inhabitants, taking a fancy 
to use the ser\'ice of the Yahoos^ had Tory im- 
prudently neglected to cultivate the breed of asses, 
which are a comely animal, easily kept, more tame 
'and orderly, >vithout any offensive smell, strong 
'pnough for labbur, although they yield to the other 
in agility of body; and if their braying.Jbe no agree* 
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«b|e 8^und« it is far preferable to the horrible howl- 
iiigs of the Yahoos, 

Several -others declared their sentiments to the 
' same purpose, when my master proposed an expedi- 
ent to the assembly, whereof he had indeed borrowed 
the hint from me. " He approved of the tradition 
mentioned by the honourable member, who spoke 
before ; and affirmed^ that tlie two Yahoos, said to 
be. first seen among them, had been driven thither 
over the sea; that coming to land, and being for- 
sakeoby their companions, they retired to the moun- 
tains, and degenerating by degrees, became in pro- 
cess of time much more savage, than tliose of Uieir 
own species in the country whence these two originals 
came. The reason of this assertion was, that he had 
now in his possession a certain wonderful Yahoo^ 
(meaning myself) which most of them had heard of, 
and many of them had seen. He then related to 
them, h6w he first iound me; that my body was all 
covered with an artificial composure of the skins and 
hairs of other animals ; that I spoke in a language 
of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs ; that I 
had related to him the accidents, which brought me 
thither ; that when he saw me without ipy covering, 
I was an exact Yahoo in every part, only of a whiter 
colrour, less hairy, and with shorter claws. He 
added, how I had endeavoured to persuade him, that 
in my own and other countries,, the Yahoos acted 
as the governing, rational animal, and held the 
Hou^hnhnms in servitude : that he observed in me all 
the qualities of a Yahoo, only a little more civilized 
by some tincture of reason ; which however was in ^ 
degree as far inferiourto ih^Uouyhnhnm race, as the 
Yahoos of their country were to me : that among 
other thiags, I mentioned a custom we had of 
castrating Houyhnhnms when they were young, in 
order to reader the;n tame ; that the operation was 
eas^ and j^gdfc; tliat 'i\ was no shame fe J^^© wig^om 

DPS ^ 
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from brntes, as itidtistry is taught by th6 afii, tfMl 
building by the swallow, (for so I tranfilate tlie word 
Ij/hannh, auhough it be a much larger fowl); th«t this 
invention might i)e practised upon the yomgar 
Yahoos here, which, beside rendering them tractable 
and fitter for use, would in an age pat an ead to the 
whole species, without destroying life: that in the 
mean time the Hout/hnhmns should be exhoited to 
cultivate the breed of asses, whicit a» tlMy are ni all 
respects more valuable brutes, so tliey have tfak 
advantage, to be fit for service at five yetrsoM, 
which the others are not till twelve.** 

This was all my master thought fitt to tell me «t 
that time, of what passed in the grand coiincil. But 
he was pleased to conceal one particular, which re- 
' lated personally to myself, whereof I soon tt\t ikt 
unhappy effect, as the reader will know in ite pteper 
place, and whence I date all the succeeding misfor- 
tunes of my life. 

The Honyhnhnms bave no le t ter s , atid ceose- 
quontl^r their knowledge is all traditional. But there 
happening few events of any moment among a f)eo- 
ple so well qnited^naturally disposed to every virtue, 
wholly governed by reason, and cut off from all 
commerce with other nations; the historical partis 
easily preserved, witliout burdfeniog their memoriea. 
I have already observed that tfcey are ^object to tto 
diseases, and therefore can have no need of physl- 
<aan8. However, they have eNCellent aaediciiieii 
composed of heibs, to cure accidental bruis^ and 
cuts in tlie pastern or frog of the foot, by €harp 
ttones, as well as other maims and burts in the se- 
veral parts of the body. 

They ctflculate the year hf ttie revolution of the 
sun and the moon, but use no Subdivisions into 
weeks. They are weH enough acquainted with the 
motions of those twojluminanes, and understand the 
nature of ecKpses ;Wmd thi8i5l^llteWI|p^^^ 
of their astronomy. 
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In poetry they must be allowed to eicel all other 
waorpah ; wfaerein the justness of their similes, and 
the numiteneeB as well as exactness of their descrip* 
tioosy are indeed inimitable. Their verses abound 
^rerj much in both of these ; and usually contain 
mlber some exalted notions of friendship and bene- 
iFolence, or the praises o£ those» who were victors in 
races, and other bodily exercises. Their buildings, 
although very rude and simple, are not inconvenient, 
bmt well contrived to defend tliem from all injuries 
of oold and heat. They have a kind of tree, which, 
at lorty years old, loosens in the root, and falls with 
the fint storm ; it grows^ very straight, and being 
pointed like stakes, witli a sharp stone (for the 
HmiifkttiauM know not the use of iron) they stick them 
cn£t in the ground, about ten inches asunder, and 
Aen' weave in oat-straw, or sometimes ywattles be- 
tween them* Tiie roof is-fiosde.a&er-tTie same man- 
ner, and so are the doors. 

The HotiyknImm» use the hollow part, between the 
pastern and the hoof of their forefeet, as we do our 
hands, and this with greater dexterity than I could 
at first imagiae. I have seen a white mare of ,o«ir 
teuSy thread a needle (whidi I lent her on pitr- 
poa^) with that joint. They milk their cows, reap 
tiieir oat6,aind do all tlie work which requires hands, 
in the sasoe manner* They have akind of hard flints, 
which, by grinch-ng against otiier stones, they fbnn 
lato inatrumente, that serve instead of n/iedges, ax€$, ' 
and hanrnie rs. With tto <dla mo^de of these 4 iats, they 
likewise cut their hay, a&d reap their oatis, which 
there grow naturally in several fields : the' Y^akmos 
«lraw home 4die sheaves in ca,rriages,:and the eervants 
taead them in certain covered huts to ^t out the 
grain, which is kept in atoi^es. They make a ru4e 
kind of earthea and wooden ViCBtds, and hake the 
iarrocr in tiie smu 

If they can avoid casualties,,, tfeeyjdic only of 
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old age, and are buried in the obscurest places fbaX 
can be ifoutid, their friends and relations expivspiog 
neither joy nor grief at their departure; oor does 
the dying person discover the least regret tiiat he m 
leaving the world, any more than if he were upoa 
returnuig home from a visit to one of his nei^^ 
bours. I remember my master having once made 
. an appointment with a friend and liis Camiiy to ooooe 
to his house, upon some affair of importance ; on 
the day fixed, the mistress and her two children 
came very late ; she made two excuses, first ior her 
husband, who, as she said, happened that very morn- 
ing to Ihnuwnh, The word is strongly expressive in 
their language, but not easily rendered into English; 
it signifies, ^' to retire to his first mother/' Her 
excuse for not coming sooner was, that her husband 
dying late in the morning, she was a good ^diiie 
consulting her servants about a convenient place 
where his body should be laid ; and I observed, she 
behaved herself at our house, as cheerfully as the 
rest ; she died about three months after. 

They live generally to seventy, or seventy-five 
years, very seldom to fourscore: some weeks before 
their death, they feel a gradual decay ; but without 
pain. During this time tliey are much visited bj 
their friends, because they cannot go abroad wi^ 
their usual ease and satisfaction. However, about 
ten days before tlieir death, which they seldom fjadl 
in computing, they return the visits that have been 
made them by those, who* are nearest in the neigh- 
bourhood, being carried in a convenient sledge drawn 
by YahooBy which vehicle they use, not only upon 
tliis occasion, but when they grow old, upon long 
journies, or when they are lamed by any accident. 
And therefore when the dying Houyhnk^ms return 
those visits, they take a solemn leave of their friends, 
as if they were going to some remote part of the 

. J, ,... ./Google •' 
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tnmitry, where tiicy designed to . pass the rest of 
tkeir lives. 

I know not whetlier it mey be 'worth observing, 
tliat the Houyhnhnnu have no word in their lan- 
guage to express any thing that is evil, except what 
tbey borrow from the deformities, or ill qualities of 
the Y^oos. Thus they denote the folly of a ser- 
vant, an omission of a child, a stone that cuts their 
feet, a continuance of foul or unseasonable weather> 
and tlie like, by adding to each the epithet of 
Yahoo. For instance, hhnm YaMoo, wknabohn Yahoo, 
;ynlhmndwiklma Yuhoo^ and an ill contrived house, 
yMhohihnmrokln'a) Yahoo, 

I could, with great pleasure, enlarge farther upon 
file manners and virtues of this excellent people ; 
but intending in a short time to pubUsh a volume by 
itself, expressly upon that subject, I refer i\}^, jp^4]der 
thither. And iu the mean time, proceed to relate 
ny own sad catastrophe. 



CHAP* X. 

»HE author's economy, AKP HAPPY LIFE, 
AUOISG THE HOUYHNHVM«, HIS GR£AT IX* 
FBOVEMBNT IN VIRTUE BY CONVERSING 
WITH THEM. THEIR CONVERSATIONS. THE 
AlfTHOR HAS NOTICE OIVEN HIM BY HIS 
MASTER, THAT HE MUST OEPART FROM THE 
COUNTRY. HE FALLS INTO A SWOON FOR 
grief; but SUBMITS. HE CONTRIVES AND 
nWlSHES .A CANOE BY THE , HELP OF A 
VELLOW>ft£RVANT, AN» PUTS TO SEA AT A 
VENTURE. 

I HAD settled my little economy to vdy own heart's 
content. My, master had ordered a room to be 
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made for me, after their manner, about six yards 
from the house ; the sides and floors of which ;I 
plastered with clay, and covered with rush-mats of 
my own contriving ; I had beaten hemp, which theite 
gro^ys wild, and made of it a sort of ticking; this I 
filled with the feathers of several birds I had taken 
with springs made of Yahoos hairs, and * were excel- 
lent food. I had worked two chairs with my knife, 
the sorrel nag helping me in the grosser and more 
laborious part. When my clothes were worn to rags, 
I made myself others with the skins of rabbits, and 
of a certam beautiful animal, about the same size, 
CdXl^dnnuhnoh, the skin 6f which is covered with a fiwe 
down. Of these I also made very tolerable stock- 
ings, I soled my shoes with wood, which I cut from 
a tree, and fitted to the upper-leather; and when 
this Was' worn out, I supplied it with the skins of 
Yahoos^ drx^d in the sun. I often got honey out of 
hollow trees, whigh I mingled with .water, or eat 
with my bread. No man could more verify the 
truth of these two maxims, *' That nature is very 
easily satisfied ;" and, '* That necessity is the mother 
of invention." I enjoyed perfect health of body, and 
tranquillity of mind ; I did not feel the treachery 
or inconstancy of a friend, nor the injuries of a se- 
cret or open enemy. I had no occasion of bnbing, 
flattering, or pimping, to procure the favour of ^y 
great man, or of his minion. I wanted no fence 
against fraud or oppression ; here was neither phy- 
sician to destroy my body, nor lawyer to ruui my^r- 
tUne ; no informer to watch my words and actions, or 

♦' It should be,— and 'which* were excellent food. This sen- 
tence is faulty in other respects, but there, as well as in many 
other passages of these voyages, tlie author has intentipn^dly 
made use of inaccurate expression, and studied negligence, iiir ' 
order to make the style more like that of a seafaring maa ^ 
On which account they have been passed o^er ia silence, wtief« 
such intention was obvious. S. .,y,„..uu, ^^.^.^.^ 
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forge accusations against me for hire : h^re were no 
gilders, censurers, backbiters, pickpockets, highway- 
men, housebreakers, attornies, bawds, buffoons, game- 
sters, politicians, wits, spleneticks, tedious talkers, 
controTertists, ravishers, murderers, robbers, virtuo- 
soes; no leaders, or followers, of party and faction; 
no encouragers to vice, by seducemen.t or examples ; 
no dungeon, axes, gibbets, whipping-posts, or pil- 
lories; no cheating shopkeepers or mechanicks ; no 
pride, vanity, or affectation ; no fops, bullies, drunk- 
ards, strolling whores, or poxes ; no ranting, lewd, 
expensive wives; no stupid, proud pedants; no 
importunate, overbearing, quarrelsome, noisy, roar- 
ing, empty, conceited, swearing companions; no 
scoundrels raised from the dust upon the merit of 
their vices, or nobility thrown into it, on account 
of their virtues ; no lords, fiddlers, judges, or danc- 
ing-masters. • 

I liad the favour of being admitted to several 
H(myknhnmSy who came to visit or dine with my 
master ; where his honour graciously suffered me to 
wait in the room, and listen to their discourse. 
Both he and his company would often descend to 
ask me questions, and receive my answers. I 
liad also sometimes the honour of attending' my 
master in his visits to other?. I never presumed 
to speak, except in answer to a question ; and then 
I did it with inward regret, because it \vas a loss of 
'so much time for improving myself: but I was infi- 
nitely delighted with the station of an humble auditor 
in such conversations, where nothing passed hut 
what was useful, expressed in the fewest and most 
significant words: where, as I have already said, 
Uie greatest decency was observed, without the least 
degree of ceremony; where no person spoke with- 
out being pleased himself, and pleasing his compa- 
nions ; where there was no interruption, tediousness, 
heat, or difference of sentiments. They have a no- 
tion, that when peoi)le are met togeltef^^^^j^Qrt si- 
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teace does much improve conversation : this I found 
to be true; for, during those little intermissions of 
talk, new ideas would arise in their minds, which 
very much enlivened the discourse. Their subjects 
are generally on friendship and benevolence, on or- 
der and economy ; sometimes upon the visible opera- 
tions of nature, or ancient traditions; upon the 
bounds and limits of virtue; upon the unerring 
rules of reason, or upon some determinations to be 
taken at the next great assembly: and often upon 
the various excellencies of poetry. I may add, with- 
out vanity, that my presence often gave them suf- 
iicient matter for discourse, because it afforded mj 
master an occasion of letting his^friends into the his* 
tory of me and my coimtry, upon which they were 
ail pleased to descant, in a manner not very advan- 
tageous to humankind ; and for that reason I shall 
not repeat what they said .\ only I may be allowed 
to observe, that his honour, to thy great admira- 
tion, appeared to understand the nature of YahoM, 
much better than myself, lie went through all our 
vices and follies, and discovered many, which I had 
pever mentioned to him, by only supposing what 
qualities b, Yahoo of their country, with a. small pro- 
portion of reason, might be capable of exerting; 
and concluded, ^ith too much probability, ^* how 
vde as well at miserable such a creature must be.^' 
I freely confess, that all the little knowledge I 
have of amy value, was acquired by the lectures I 
received from my master, and from hearing the dis- 
coiirses of him and his friends; to which I should 
be prouder to listen, than to dictate to the greatest 
and wisest assembly in Europe. I admired the 
strength, comeliness, and speeid of the inhabitants; 
and such a constellation of virtues, in such amiable 
persons, produced in me the highest veneration. 
At first indeed, I did not feel that natural awe, which 
the Yakoof and all otboj: wimals bear toward them ; 
. ' .„,_,, Google 
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but it grew upon me by degrees* much sooner than 
I imagined, and was mingled with a respectful love 
and gratitude, that they would condescend to distin- 
guish me from the rest of my species. 

When I thought of my family, my friends, my coun- 
trymen, or the iiuinan race in general, I considered^ 
them as they really were, Yahoos in shape and dis-. 
position, perhaps a little more civilized, and quali- 
fied with the gift of speech ; but making no other 
use of reason, than to improve and multiply tlKwe 
vicea, whereof, their brethren in this country, had 
only the share that nature allotted them. When I 
happened to behold the reflection of my own form 
in a lake or a fountain, I turf^ed away my face in 
horrour and detestation of myself: and, could bet- 
ter endure the sight of a common Yahoo, than of 
my own person. By conversing wth theHoM^knhntns^i 
and looking upon them with dehght, I fell to imitate 
their gait and gesture, which is now grown into a 
habit; and my friends often tell me, in a blunt 
way, " that I trot like a horse ;" which however, I 
take for a great compliment : neither shall I disown, 
that in 3peaking I am apt to fall into the voice and 
manner of the Houyhrthntns^ and hear myself ridi- 
<^uled on that account^ withoiA the kast mortifi* 
cation. 

In th& midst of all this happiness^ and when I 
looked upon myself to be fully settled for life, my 
DMLster sent for me one morning a little earlier thaa 
his usual hour. I observed by his coontenance that 
fee was m some perplexity, and at a loss how ta 
begin what he had to i^eak. After a short silence 
he told me, ^^ b^ did not know how I would take 
what he was going to say ; that in the kst general 
assembly, when the affair of the Yakoos was entered 
i^n, the representatives had taken offence at hia 
keeping a Foibo (meaning myself) in his family^ 
more like a Houybthmf ihak a brute animal. That 

VOL. IX» - 3B B , /...,^^^^.^ 
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he was known frequently to converse with me, as if 
he could receive some advantage or pleasure in my 
company : that such a practice was not agreeable to 
reason or nature, or^ a thing ever heard of before 
among them. The assembly did therefore exhort 
him either to employ me like the rest of my species, 
or command me to swim back to the place whence 
I came. That the first of these expedients was 
utterly rejected by all the Houyhnhmns who had ever 
seen me at his house or their own : for they alleged, 
that because I had some rudiments of reason, added 
to the natural pravity of those animals, it was to be 
feared, I might be able to seduce them into the 
woody^ and mountainous parts of the country, and 
bring them in troops by night to destroy the 
Houyhnhnms cattle, as being naturally of the rave- 
nous kind, and averse from labour." 

My master added, " that he was daily pressed by 
the Houyknhnm& of the neighbourhood, to have the 
assembly's exhortation executed, which he could not 
put off much longer. He doubted it would be im- 
possible for me to swim to another country; and 
therefore wished I would contrive some sort of ve* 
hicle, resembling those I had described to him, that 
might carry me on the sea; in which work I should 
have the assistance of his own servants, as well as 
those of his neighbours." He concluded, " that for 
his own part, he could have been content to k^ep 
me in 'his service as long as I lived ; because he found 
I had cured 'myself of some bad habits and disposi- 
tions, by Endeavouring, as far as my inferiour nature 
was capable, to imitate the HouyhnknmsJ' 

I should here observe to the reader, that a decree 
of thE general assembly in this country, is expressed 
by the word hnMoayny which signifies an exhortation, 
as near as I can render it: for they have no concep- 
tion how a rational creature can be compelled, but 
ouly advised, or exhorted j because no person can 
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disobey reason, without giving up his claim to be a 
rational creature. 

I was struck with the utmost grief and despair 
at my master's discourse; and being unable to sup- 
port the agonies I was under, I fell into a swoon 
at his feet. When I came to myself, he told me 
** that he concluded I had been dead -/' for these peo- 
ple are subject to no such imbecilities of nature. I 
answered in a faint voice, " that death would have 
beeil too great a happiness ; that although I could 
not blame the assembly's exhortation, or the urgency 
of his friends; yet in my weak and corrupt judge- 
ment, I thought it migh): consist with reason to 
have been less rigorous : that I could not swim a 
league, and probably the nearest land to theirs might 
be distant above a hundred : that many materials, 
necessary for making a small vessel to carry me off, 
were wholly wanting in this country; which how- 
ever T would attempt, in obedience and gratitude to 
his honour, although I concluded the thing to be 
impossible^ and therefore looked on my self as already 
devoted to destruction : that the certain prospect of 
an unnatural death, was the least of my evils : for, 
.supposing I should escape with life by some strange 
adventure, how could I think with temper of passing 
my days among Yahoos, and relapsing into my old 
corruptions, for want of examples to lead and keep 
me within the paths of virtue : that I knew too well 
upon what solid reasons all the determinations of the 
wise Houyhnhnms were founded, not to be shaken by 
arguments of mine, a miserable Yahoo ; and there- 
fore, after presenting him. with my humble thanks 
for the offer of his servants assistance in making a 
vessel, and desiring a reasonable time for so difficult 
a work, I told him I would endeavour to preserve, a 
wretched being ; and if ever I returned to England, 
was not without hopes of being useful to my own 
species, by celebrating the praises of the renowned 

E E 2 ^'"^'''''' ^^^ 
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Houyknhumiy and proposing their virtues to the imi- 
tation of mankind." 

My master, in a few words, made me a very gra- 
cious reply ; allowed me the space of two months to 
finish my boat; and ordered tlie sorrel nag, my fel- 
lowHservant (for so at this distance I may presume to 
call him) to follow my instractton ; because I told 
my master, ** that his help would be suftident, and 
I knew he had a tenderness for me " 

In his company, my first business was to go to 
that part of the coast where my rebellious crew 
bad ordered me to be set on shore. I got upon a 
height, and looking on every side into the sea, fan- 
cied I saw a smalt island toward the Nortli-east: 
I took out my pocketglass, and could then clearly 
distinguish it about ^ve leagues off, as J computed; 
but it appeared to the sorrel nag to be only a blue 
cloud : for as he had no conception of any country 
beside his own, so he could not be as expert in dis- 
' tinguishing remote objects at sea^ as we who so 
much converse* in that , element. 

After I had discovered this island, I considered no 
fartiier; but resolved it> should, if possible, be the 
first place of my banishment, leaving the conse- 
quence to fortune. . 

I returned home, and' consulting with die sor- 
rel nag, we went into a copse at some distance, 
where I with my knife, and he with a sharp flint, 
fastened veiy artificially after their manner to a 
wooden handle, cut down several oak wattles, about 
the thickness of a walking staff, and some larger 
pieces. But I shall not trouble the reader with a 
particular description ©f my own mecbanicks ; let 
it suffice to say, that in six weeks time, with the 
help of the sorrel nag, who performed the parts Xhat 

• This is an uncommon us< of tlic worU, ' converse ;' in- 
stead of the verb, the adjective is always employed in this sense j 
as thus—* as we, who arc so conversant ^a^tlliit^^^na^jic,' &• 
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required most labour, I finished a sort of Indian 
canoe, but much larger, covering it with the skins 
oiYahooSi well stitched together with hempen threads 
,of my own making. My sail was likewise .com- 
posed of the skins of the same animal ; but I made 
use of the youngest I could get, the older being 
too tough and thick ; and I likewise, provided my- 
self with four paddles. I laid in a stock of boiled 
flesh, of rabbits and fowls; and took with me 
two vessels, one tilled with milk, and the other with 
water. 

I tried my canoe in a large pond near my master's 
house, and then corrected in it what was amiss;' 
stopping all the chinks with Yahoos tallow, till I 
found it stanch, and able to bear me and my freight. 
And, when it was as complete as I could possibly 
make it, 1 had it drawn on a carriage very gently by 
Yahoos to the seaside, under the conduct of the sor- 
rel nag, and another servant. 

When all was ready, and the day came for my 
departure, I took leave of my master and lady and 
the wliole family, my eyes flowing with tears, and 
my heart .quite sunk with grief. But his honour, 
out of curiosity, and perhaps (if I may speak it 
without vanity) partly out of kindness, was deter-* 
mined to see me in my canoe; and got several of 
his neighbouring friends to accompany him. I was 
forced to wait above an hour for the tide, and then 
observing the wind very fortunately bearing towavd 
the island*to which I intended to steer my course^I 
took a second leave of my master : but as I was go- 
ing to prostrate myself to kiss his hoof, he did me 
the honour to raise it gently to my mouth, I am 
not ignorant how much I have been censured for 
mentioning this last particular. Detractors are 
pleased to think it improbable^ that so illustrious a 
person, skould descend to give so great a mark 6f 
distinctioo^ to a creature so inferi^gr ^ I^ J^eithor 
E B 3 ^ ^ 
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have 1 forgotten how apt some travellers are to 
boast of extraordinary favours they have received. 
But, if these censurers were better acquainted with 
the noble and courteous disposition of the 
Houyhnknms, they would soon chaoge their opinion. 
I paid iny respects to the rest of the Houyhnknms 
in his honour's company ; then getting intomy canoe, 
I pushed off from shore. 
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THE AUTHORS DANGEROUS VOTAGE. HE AR- 
RIVES AT NEW HOLLAJiD, HOEING tO SET- 
TLE THERE. IS WOUNDED WITH AN ARROW BY 
ONE OF THE NATIVES. IS SEIZED AND CAR- 
RIED BY FORCE INTO A PORTUGUESE SHIP, 
THE GREAT CIViLITIV.S OF THE CAPTAIN. THE 
AUTHOR ARRIVES AT ENGLAND. 

J- BEG AN tiiis desperate voyt^e on February ]5» 
. UlAt^lb^ ^ Qine o'clock in the jOaorning. The wiQ4 
. wz» very fii\T)urahle; howev^ I. made use at £rst 
only of fny paddles ; but considering I should soon 
be weary, and th«t the wit%d might chop about, I 
ventured tp set uf» i»y little .sail ; an^ tlius with the 
help of tlie tide I weui aX tJ^e r^ate of .9. league aud 
a hajif an ^lour, OfS near as I ci>aid guess. My master 
, aod has friends continued on the shoce;, till I was al- 
most out of sight; and I often heafd the sorrel luig 
((Who always loved cue) crying out, ^< Bnvy Ulm nyha 
mmph Y4ibQof " Take CAre of thyaeW, ^nH^Yshw.'' 
My design waa, if ^^sjblie, to .discover 401116 ^w4iX 
iaiaad ^oninbalbited, yet sift$ci«fii}: h^ my labour tg> 
furnish ne wkh tiie necessaries pf Ii|?, which I wo«)d 
^a\« thought ia greater happimss, ^ao to be first 
iaimsteriatbe{K>litditoou!rtjof£uippe; aohomhfe 
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was the idea I coacefVed of mturfliog to iiv« ia 
the society, aiid uoder tlie governmeat of Yah4>os. 
Por, in suc^ a solitude as I desired, I could at least 
enjoy my own thoughts, and reflect with delight on 

. tlie (virtues of tho^e ininiititble Uo^/i^kHfmmSi without 
mij opportunity d degeoerajtii^ into the vices and 
corruptions of my own Qpecie$. 

The reader may remember what I related, when 
my crew conspired against BOte^ and confined me to 
my cabin, tiow I contiwoed there «evera} weeka 
wkhout knowing what course we took; and when I 
was put ashore in the loi^gboat, how the sailors told 
me with oaths, whether true or false, " th$jt they 

< knew not in what part of the world we were/* 
However, I did then believe us to be about 10 degrees 
Southward of the Cape of Good Ho^ or about 45 
degrees South^n latitude, as I ga^ihered from some 
general words I overheard 4tmong them, being I sup ^ 
posed to the 6ou til-east in l^eir intended voyage to 
Madagasoaf . And although this 'were little better 

. than conjecture, yet I resoived to steer my couacse 
Eastward, hoping to reacli the South-west coast 
c^ Hew Holland^ aouc^ pcdiaps some s^Kii islaiKi 
as I desiced lying Westward of lit; The wind was full 
West, and by six in the evening I computed I had 
gone £a3tward at i<si9t eighteen leagues ; when I spied 
a very small iisland aj^iiat hatfa^bague ofi, which I 
soon reached. It wa& nothing but a rook, with one 
oneek naturaRy ajdhed by -the force of tempests. 
Here I put in my canoe, and climbing a part of die 
roirk, I could plainly discover land to the £ast^ ex- 
tending from South to Koiidi. i iay ail night in my 
canoe; joui repeating my voyage early in t^e mom* 
ii^, I. arrived in seven <kours to 'iie South-east pcnnt 
<3i New lio^flEnd. Thisooi^tmed mein the opmiaa 
I have long entertained, that tbe maps and. chants 
place this country Mieast three <legrees more to tiie 
£ast; jtfaeti it v&ithi Mi ^iiduoh tiioi^t 1 commudi* 
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cated many years ^o to my worthy friend, Mr- 
Herman Moll, and gave him my reasons for it, al- 
though he has rather chosen to follow •other au- 
thors. 

I saw no inhai>itants in the place where I landed, 
and being unarmed I was afraid of venturing far 
into tlie country. I found sonie shell-fish on the 
shore, and eat them raw, not daring to kindle a fire, 
for fear of being discovered by the natives. I con- 
tinued three days feeding on oysters and limpits, 
to save my own provision ; and I fortunately found 
a brook of excellent water, which gave me great 
relief. 

On the fourth day, venturing out early a little too 
far, J saw twenty or thirty natives upon a height not 
above €i\e hundred yards from mfe. They were stark 
naked, men, women, and children, round a fire, as. I 
<;ould discover by the smoke. One of them spied 
me, and gave notice to the rest; five of them ad- 
vanced toward me, leaving the women and children 
at the fire. J made what haste I could ta the shore, 
and getting into my canoe shoved off: the savages, 
observing me retreat, ran after me; and before I 
could get far enough into the sea, discharged an ar- 
row, which wounded me deeply pn the inside of 
my left knee ; I shall carry the mark to my grave. I 
apprehended the arrow might be poisoned, and 
paddling out of the reach of their darts (being a 
. calm day) I made asluft to suck the wound, and dress 
it as well as I could. 

I was at a loss what to do, for I durst not return 
to the same landing place, but stood to tlie North, and 
was forced to paddle ; for the wind, though Y^ry 
gentle, was against me, blowing/ North-west. As I 
was looking about for a secure landing-place, I saw 
a sail to the North-northreast, which appearipg every 
minute more visible, I was in some, doubt, vdiether 
I should wait for them or agt ; but at la«t my detes- 
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;tatioii of the Yahoo race prevailed; and tpming my 
<:anoe I sailed and paddled together to the South, 
aiid got int«) the same creek whence I set out in the 
morning, choosing j-ather to trust myself among 
these barbarians, than live with European Yahoos, I 
drew up my cano,e as close as I could to the shore, 
and hid myself behind a stone by the little brook, 
which, as I have already said, was eiccellent water. 
The ship came withio half a league of this creek, 
and sent her longboat with vessels to lake in fresh 
water (for the place, it seems, was very well known) ; 
but I did not observe it, till the boat was almost on 
shore ; and it was too late to seek another hiding 
place. The seamen at their landing observed my 
canoe, and rummaging it all over, easily conjectured 
that tlie owner could not be far off. Four of^tliem, 
•*irell armed; searched every cranny and lu»klng hole, 
till at last they found me Hat on my face behind the 
«tone. They gazed a while in admiration at my strange 
uncouth dress : my coat made of skins, my wooden 
soled shoes, and my furred stockings ; whence how- 
ever they concluded, I. was not a native of the place, 
who all go naked. One of the seamen^ in Portuguese, 
bid me rise, and asked who I was. I understood that 
language very well, and getting upon my feet, said, 
^' I was a poor Fn^oo banished from the HouylmhnmSy 
and desired they would please to let me impart.'' 
They admired to hear roe answer them in their own 
tongue, and jsaw by my i^ompkxion, I must be a 
£uropcaQ ; but wene at a loss to know what I meai^t 
by Yahoos^ and Houi/hnhnms, and at the same time 
fell a laughing at my straage tone in freaking, which 
resembied . the neighing of a horse« I trembled 
ali die while betwixt fear and hatred. I again desired 
leave to depart, and was gently moving to my canoe ; 
but th^ey laid hold of me, desiring to know, *< what 
country I was of? whence I came ?" with many other 
questions. I told them, ^ I was born in Englandi 
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whence I came about five years ago, and then their 
^country and ours were at peace. I therefore hoped 
they would not treat me as an enemy, since I meant 
' them no harm, but was a poor Fahody seeking' some 
desolate place where to pass the remainder of his 
unfortunate life." 

When they began to talk, I thought I never heard 
or saw any thing so unnatural ; for it appeared to mc 
as monstrous as if a dog or a cow should speak in 
England, or a Yahoo in Houyhnhnmland, Tlie honest 
Portugueze were equally amazed at my strange dress, 
and ^he odd manner of delivering my words, which 
however they understood very well. They spoke to 
nie with great humanity, and said, " they were sure 
the captain would carry me gratis to Lisbon, whence 
I might return to my own country ; that two of the 
seamen would go back to the ship, inform the captain 
of what they had seen, and receive his orders ; in tlie 
mean time, unless I would give my solemn oath not 
to fly, they would secure me by force." I thought it 
best to comply with their proposal. Tliey were very 
curious to know my story, but I gave them very 
little satisfaction; and«they all conjectured, that my 
misfortunes had impaired my reason. In two hours 
the boat, which went loaden with vessels of water, 
returned with the captain's command to fetch me on 
board* I fell on my knees to preserve my liberty ; 
but all was in vain, and the men, having tied me 
with cords, heaved me into the boat, whence I was 
taken into the ship, and thence into the captain's 
cabin. 

His name was Pedro de Mendez ; he was a -very 
courteous and generous person. He entreated me 
to give some account of myself, and desired to know 
what I would eat or drink; said, " I should be used 
as well as himself;'^ and spoke so many obliging 
things, that I wondered to ind such civilities from 
a ¥<ihoo. However, I remained silent and sullen ; 
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I was ready to faint at the very smell of him and 
fiis men. At last I desired something to eat out of 
my own canoe ; but he ordered me a chicken^ and 
some excellent wine, and then directed that I should 
be put to bed in a very clean cabin. I would not 
undress myself, but lay on the bedclothes, and in 
half an hour stole out, wlien I tliought the crew 
was at dinner, and getting, to the side of the ship 
was going to leap into the sea, and swim for my 
life, rather than continue among Fahoos. But one 
of the seamen prevented me, and having informed 
the captaiii, I was chained to my cabin. 

After dinner Don Pedro came to me, and desired 
to know my reason for so desperate an attempt ; as- 
sured me, " he only meant to do 'me all the ser- 
vice he was able;" and spoke so very movingly, that 
at last I descended to treat him like an animal which 
had some little portion of reason. I gave him a 
very short relation of my voyage ; of the conspi- 
racy against me by my own men ; of the counti^y 
where they set me on shore, and of my five years, 
residence there. All which he looked upon, as if 
it were a dream or a vision ; whereat I took great 
offence ; for 1 had quite forgot the faculty of lying, 
so peculiar to YaJtooSy in all countries where they 
preside, and consequently, the disposition of sus- 
pecting truth in others of their own species. I 
asked him^ " whether it were the custom in his coun- 
try to say the thing which was not ?*' 1 assured him, 
** I had almost forgot what he meant by falsehood, 
and if I had Jived a thousand years in Houyhnhnm-- 
landf I sliould never have heard a lie from the 
meanest servant ; that I was altogether indifferent 
whether he believed me or not; but however, in re- 
turn for his favours, I would give so much allowance 
to the corruption of his nature, as to answer any ob- _ 
jection he would please to make, and Jhen he might." 
easily discover the irailu 

Jigitized by Google 
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. Tbe ckpt^ia, a wise tnaQ, after many endeavointsl 
to cAtch me tripping in si>ine part of my story, mi ! 
last began to have a better Dpinipn of my. veracity. 
But he added, ** that since I professed so inviolable * 
an attachment to truth, 1 must give him my word 
and honour to bear him company in tliis voyace, 
VFithoul attempting any thing agaiiwt myiiie ; or elise 
be would continue me a prisoner till we arrived at 
Lisbon.'* I gave him the promise be required; but 
at the same time protested, " that I would sui!cr the^ 
greatest hardships, rather ilian return to live among 
Yahoos." 

Our voyage passed without any considerable acti- 
dent. In gratitude to the captain, I sometinnles sat* 
"with him at his earnest request, and strove to con- 
ceal my antipathy against humankind, although it 
often broke out ; winch he suffered to pass \rith^: 
out observation. But the greatest part of tke day I. 
contined myself to -my cabiu-,N to avoid seeing any of 
the crew. The captain bftd often entreated me to 
strip mysf If of n^y savage drqss, and ofi'ered to lend 
me the best f i^it of clothes he had. This I ^upuld^ 
not be prevailed on to accept, abhorring to cover:' 
myself with any thing that had been on the back of a* 
Yahoo, 1 only dee: red he would lend i!ne two cleao. 
•hirts, which, having been washed since he wore; 
tl)( m, 1 believed would not so much de^le me.: 
Tht se I changed every second day, and washed theoi. 
myself 

We arrived at Lisbon, Nov. '5, 1715. At our' 
landing the captain forced me to cover tnysalf with 
his cloak, to prevent the rabble from crowding about- 
me. I was conveyed tahis own house; and at myi 
earnest request he led me up to the highest roon» 
backwards. I conjuied him " to conceal from all; 
. persons what I had told him of the Hou^inkfimi^he-^ 
cause the least hint of such a itory would not ©nly' 
draw numbers of people to &ee tne^ but probably put^ 
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me in danger of being imprisoned, or burnt by the 
Inquisition/^ The captain persuaded me to accept li 
suit of clothes newly made; but I would not suffer 
the tailor to take my measure: however, Don Pedro 
bein^ almost of my size, they fitted me well enough. 
He ac(ioutred me with other necessariies, all new, 
vliich I atred fo;* twenty-four hours, before I would 
use them. 

The captain had no wife, nor above three servants, 
fione of which were suffered to attend at meals ; and 
his whole deportment was so obliging, added to very 
good human understanding, that I really began to 
tolerate his company. He gained so far upon me 
that I ventured to look out of the back window. By 
degrees I was brought into another room, whence I 
peeped into the street, but drew my head back in a 
fright. In a week's time he seduced me down to the 
door. I found my terrour gradually lessened, but 
my hatred and contempt seemed to increase. I was 
at last bold enough to walk the street in his company^ 
but kept my nose well stopped witl;i rue, or some- 
times with tobacco. 

In ten days, Don Pedro, to whom I had given 
tome account of my domestick affairs, put it upon 
me as a matter of honour and conscience, '^ that I 
ought to return to my native country, and live at 
home with my wife and children." -He told me, 
•* there was an English ship in the port just ready to 
sail, and he would furnish me with all things neces- 
sary." It would be tedious to repeat his arguments, 
and my contradictions. He said, it was altogether 
impossible to find such a solitary island as I had de- 
sired to live in; but I might command in my own 
liouse, and pass my time in a manner as recluse a& 
I pleased." 

I complied at last; finding I could not do better*. 
X left Lisbon the 24th day of November, in an £ng-> 
Ittb merchaQtma% but^ whQ was the master, I never 
, Toi., tx. » w d- 
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inquired. Don Pedro accompanied me to the ship, 
and lent me twenty pounds. He took kind leave of 
me, and embraced me at parting, which I bore as well 
as 1 could. During this last voyage I had no com- 
merce with the master, or any of his men ; but, pre-* 
tending I was sick, kept close in my cabin. On the 
5th of December, 17 15, we cast anchor in the Downs, 
about nine in tlie morning, and at three in the after-* 
noon I got safe to my house at Red riff. 

My wife and family received me with great sur-» 
prise and joy, because they concluded me certainly 
dead ; but I must freely confess the sight of tliem 
filled me only with hatred, disgust, and contempt ; 
and the mor^, by reflecting on the near alliance I 
had to them. For although, since my unfortunate 
exile from the Houyhtihnm country, I had compel- 
led myself to tolerate the sight of Yahoos^ aud to 
converse with Don Pedro de Mendez ; yet my 
memory and imagination were perpetually filled with 
tlie virtues and ideas of those exalted Houyhnhnms. 
And when I began to consider, that by copulating 
with one of the Yahoo species I had become a parent 
of more, it struck me with the utmost Shame, con- 
fusion, and horrour. 

As soon as I entered the house, my wife took me 
in her arms, and kissed me ; at which, having not 
been used to the touch of that odious animal for so 
many years, I fell into a swoon for almost an hour. 
At the time I am writing, it is five years since my 
lost return to England : during the first year, I could 
not endure my wife or children in my presence; the 
very smell of them was intolerable ; much less could 
I suffer them to eat in the same room. To this hour 
they dare not presume to touch my bread, or drink 
out of the same cup ; neither was I ever able to let 
one of them take me by tlie hand. The first money 
J laid out was to buy two young stone horses, which' 
I keep in a good stable, and next to them, tlie grooux 
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is niy greatest favourite ; for I feel my spirits revived 
by the smell he contracts in the stable. My horses 
imderstand me tolerably well; I converse with them 
at least four hours every day. They are strangers to 
bridle or saddle ; they live in great amity with me, 
and friendship to each other. 



CHAP. XII. 



^IIE AUTHORS VERACITY. HIS DESIGK IN PUB* 
WISHING THIS WORK. HIS CBKSURE OF THOSE 
TRAVELLERS WHO SWERVE FROM THE TRtFTH. 
THE AUTHOR CLEARS HIMSELF FROM- ANY SI- 
NISTER ENDS. IN WRITING. AN OBJECTION 
ANSWERED. THE METHOD OF PLANTING CO* 
XONIES. HIS NATIVE COUNTRY COMMENDED* 
THE RIGHT OF THE CROWN TO THOSE COUN- 
TRIES DESCRIBED BY THE AUTHOR, IS JUSTI- 
ilED. THEDlf-FICULTYOF.CONQUERINGTHEM. 
THE AUTHOR TAKES HIS LAST LEAVE OF THK 
reader; PROPOSES HIS MANNER OF LIVINO 
roR THE FUTURE; GIVES GOOD ADVIC£> AND 
CONCLUDES. 

Hus, gentle reader, 1 have given thee a faithful 
history of my travels, for sixteen years and above 
seven months : wherein I have not been so studious 
of ornament, as of truth. I could perhaps, like others, 
have astonished thee \vith strapge improbable tales ; 
but I rather chose to relate plain matter of fact, in 
the simplest manner and style; because my princi- 
pal design was to inform, and not to amuse thee. 

It is easy for us \\»ho travel into remote countries, 
■which are seldom visited by Englishmen or o their 
Europeans, to form descriptions of wonderful ani- 
mals both at sea aud land. AYhereas a traveller' 
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chief aim should be to make men wiser and better, 
and to improve their minds by the bad^ as well as 
good example, of what they deliver concerning fo** 
reign places. 

I could heartily wish a law was enacted, that 
every traveller, before he were permitted to publish 
his voyages, should be obliged to make oath before 
the Lord High QuuiceUor, that all he intended ta 
print was absolutely true to the best of his know- 
ledge ; for then the world would no longer be de- 
ceived, as it usually is ; while some writers, to make 
their works pass the better upon the publicky impose 
the grossest falsities on the unwary reader. I have 
perused several books of travels with great delight in 
my younger days; but having since gone over most 

})arts of the globe, and been able to contradict many 
iabulous accounts from my own observation, it has 
given me a great disgust against this part of reading 
and some indignation to see the credulity of, mankind 
so impudently abused. Thereftire, since my ac- 
quaintance were pleased to think my poor endeavours 
might not be unacceptable to my country, 1 imposed 
on myself as a maxim never to be swerved from, that 
I would strictly adhere to truth ; neither indeed can 
I be ever under the least temptation to vary from it, 
while I retail^ in my mind the lectures and example 
<}f my noble master and the other illustrious Ho^-- 
hnhnmsy of whom I had so long tbfs honour to be aa 
bumble hearer. 

^mt-'Nee ri mifi^rvm Iftrtuna Smanem 

finmtf v^mm ^tiimt mendofcmqueimprobn^nget^ 

I know very well, how little reputation fe to be 
ffot by writings, which require neitlier genius nor 
learning, nor indeed any other talent, except a good 
memory, or an exact journal. I know likewise, that 
writers of travels, like digtionary^makers, are sunk 
into oblivion by the weight and bdlk of ftose wiio 
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Toine last, and therefore lie uppermost. And it 
is highly probable, that such travellers, who shall 
liereafter visit the countries described in this work 
of mine, may,, by detecting my errours, (if there be 
any) and adding oiany new discoveries of their own, 
justle me out of vogue, and stand in my place, 
making the world forget that ever I was an author* 
This indeed would be too great a mortification, if I 
-wrotfe for fame : but as my sole intention was the 
publick good, I cannot be altogether disappointed. 
For who can read of the virtues I have mentioned 
in the glorious Houyhnhnms, without being ashamed 
tof his own vices, wii^n he considers himself as the 
teatoning, governing animal of his country ? I shall 
say nothing of those remote nations, where Yahoos 
preside ; among which the least corrupted are the 
Brobdingnagians ; whose wise maxidis in morality 
and government, it would be our happiness to ob- 
^rve. But I forbear descanting farther, and rather 
leave the judicious reader to his own remarks and 
application. 

I am not a little pleased, that this work of mine 
tran possibly mveX with no censurers : for what ob- 
jections can be made against a writer, who relates 
only plain facts, that happened in such distant 
countries, where w^ have not the least interest, with 
respect either to trade or negociations ? I have care- 
fully avoided every fault, with which common writ- 
■cps of travels are often too justly charged. Be- 
sides, I meddle not the least with any party, but 
write without passion, prejudice, or ill-will against 
any man, or number of men whatsoever. I write for 
the noblest end, to inform and instruct mankind ; 
over \Vhom I may, without breach of modesty, pre;- 
lend to some superiority, from the advantages I 
received by conversing so long among the most 
ax:compUshed Houyhnknins. I write without aiiy 
view towards profiteer praise. I never suffer a word 
y F 3 ■ ...... .,^...;^.^ * . 
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tOtpaSB, thtt may look like reflection, or poasibly 
give the least oflfence, even to those who are most 
ready to take it. So that I hope, I may with justic* 
pronounce myself aa author perfectly bJa me kss; 
against whom the tribes of Answerers, Consideiren* 
Observers^ Reflectors, Detecters, Remarkers, will 
never be able to find matter for exercising their ta* 
ients, 

I confes?, it was whispered to me, ** that I was 
bound in duty, as a subject of England, to liav^ 
given in a memorial to a secretary of state at my 
first coming over ; because, whatever lands are dis* 
covered by a subject, belong to the crown." But I 
doubt, whether our conquests, in the countries I 
• treat of, would be as easy as those of Ferdinando 
Cortez over the naked Americans. The Lilliputians, 
I think, are hardly worth the charge of a fieet and 
army to reduce them ; and I question whether it 
might be prudent or safe to attempt the Brobding^ 
nagians. Or whe^ier an English army would be 
much at their ease, with the flying Island over their 
heads, The Houyhnhnms indeed appear not to be 
so well prepared for war, a science to which they 
are perfect strangers, and especially against missive 
weapons. However, supposing myself to be a 
minister of state, I could never give my advice for 
invading them. Their prudence, unanimity, unac<- 
f{uaitttedness witii fear, and their love of their coou* 
try, would amply supply all defects in the military 
art Imagine twenty thousand of them breaking 
into the midst of an European army, con^cHinding 
the ranks, overturning the carriages, battering the 
"warriours faces into mummy by terrible yerks frona 
^eir hinder hoofe; for they would well deserve the 
character given to Augustus, Rtcakitrai vndique tU' 
tus. But, instead of proposals for conquering that 
magnanimous nation, I rather wish they were in a 
^apaeity, er dispositiofi, to arad a ftufiifiieat luunber 
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of tfaeir inhmUUnts &r civilizing Europe; by teach* 
ing us the first principles of honour) justice, truths 
temperance, publick spirit, fortitude, chastity, frieud- 
^p, benevolence, and fidelity. The names of all 
which virtuis are still retained among us in"^ most 
languages, and are to be niet \rith iu modern, as well 
as ancient authors ; which l^xa able to a^ert from 
my own small reading. 

But I had another reason, which made me less 
forward to enlarge his majesty's dominions by my 
discoveries. To say the truth, I had conceived a 
few scruples with relation to the distributive justice 
of princes upon tho^e occasions. For instance,^ a 
crew of pirates are driven by a storm they know 
not whither; at length a boy discovers land from. 
the topmast ; they go on shore to rob and plunder ; 
they see a harmless people, are entertained with kind*- 
ness ; they give tlie country a new name ; they take 
formal possession of it for their king; they set up ^ 
rotten plank or a stone for a memorial ; they murder 
two or three dozen of the natives, bring away ^ 
couple more, by force, for a sample, return home and 
get their pardon. Here commences a new dominion 
acquired with a title by .divine right Ships are sent 
with the first opportuiiity; the natives driven out or 
destroyed ; their princes tortured to discover their 
gold ; a free license given to all acts of inhumanity 
and lust, the earth reeking with the blood c^ its in* 
habitants : and this execrable crew of butchers, em* 
ployed in so pious an expedition, is a modern colony^ 
aent to convert and civijife an idolatrous and barfoa* 
rous people. 

But this description, I confess, does by no Qieans 
«gect the British nation, wlio may be an example to 
tiie whole world for their wisdom, care, and justice 
in planting colonies ; their liberal endowments for 
the advancement of religion and learning; their 
choice of doyout and able pastors to propagate Chri^^ 
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tianity; their caution in stocking their providces 
with people of sober lives and conversations, from 
this the mother kingdom ; their strict regard to the 
distribution of justice, in supplying the civil admi-. 
nistration through all their colonies with officers of 
the greatest abilities, utter strangers to corruption ; 
and to crown all, by sending the most vigilant and 
virtuous governors, who have no other views thaiL 
tiie happiness of the people over whom they preside, 
and the honour of the king tlieir master* 

But as those countries, which I have described^ 
do not appear to have any desire of being conquered, 
and enslaved, murdered or driven out by colonies ; 
nor abound either in gold, silver, sagar, or tobacco ; 
I did humbly conceive, they were by no means pro- 
per 'objects of our zeal, our valour, or our interest. 
However, if those, whom it more concerns, think fit 
to be of another opinion, I am ready to depose, when 
I shall be lawfully called, that no European did ever 
visit these countries before me. I mean, if the in- 
habitants ought to be believed, unless a dispute 
may arise concerning the two Yahoos^ said to have 
been seen many years ago, upon a mountain in 
Houyhfihnm land. 

But, as to the formality of taking possession in 
my sovereign's name, it never came once into my 
thoughts; and if it had, yet, as my affairs then 
stood, I should perhaps in point of prudence and 
selfpreservation, have put it off to a better oppor* 
tunity. 

Having thus answered the only objection that 
can ever be raised against me as a traveller, I here 
take a final leave of all my courteous readers, and re« 
turn to enjoy my own speculations in ray little garden 
at Redriif ; to apply those excellent lessons of vir- 
tue, which I learned among the Houj/knknms ; to 
instruct the Yahoos of my own family, as far as I 
shall find them docible animals; to behold my 
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fignre ofte^ ifi a gl;»8s,iknd thus» if possible,habituata 
nc^solf by time to tplerate the sight of a human crea- 
ture: to timdQt th^ brutality of Hmyhnhmms in my 
ow» country, but always treat their persons with re- 
ject, for the sake of my noble master, his family, 
bi« friendst and the whole Hou^hnknm race, whom 
these of ours have the honour to resemble in all their 
UntamentSy however U^ir intellectuals came to de- 
lisnerate. 

I began last week to permit my wife to sit at din- 
ner with me, at the farthest end of a long table; and 
to answer (but with the utmost brevity) the few ques- 
If 003 I asked her. Yet, the smell of a Yahoo con- 
linuing very offensive, 1 always keep my nose welj 
stepped with rue, lavender, or tobacco leaves. And, 
^though it be hard for a man late in life to remove 
old habits, I am not altogether out of hopes, in some 
time, to suffer a neighbour Yahoo in my company, 
without the apprehensions { am yet under of his 
teeth or his claws. 

My reconcilement to the Yahoo kind in genera! 
nught not be so difficult, if they would be content 
with those vices and follies only, which nature has 
entitled them to^ I am not in the least provoked at 
the sight of a lawyer, a pickpocket, a colonel, a fool, 
a lord, a gamester, a politician, a wljoremonger, a 
physician, an evidence, a suborner, an attorney, a 
traitor, or the like; this is all according to the due 
course of things : but when I behold a Tump of de- 
formity and diseases, both in body and mind, smitten 
with pride, it immediately breaks all the measures 
of my patience ; neither shall I be ever able to com- 
prehend how such an animal, and such a vice, could 
tally together. The wise and virtuous Houj/hnhnms^ 
who abound in all exceUenciea that can adorn a 
rational creature, have no name for this vice in their 
language ; which has no terms to express any thing 
that is evil, except those whereby th^y i^acjibe thf^ 
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detestable qualities of their Yahoos ; aifiong which 
they were not able to distinguish this of pride, for 
want of thoroughly understanding human nature, as 
it shows itself in other countries, where that animal 
presides. But I, who had more experience, could 
plainly observe some rudimpnts of it among tlie wild 
Yahoos. ' 

But die HouyhnhrmSy who live under the govern- 
tnent of reason, are no more proud of the good quar 
lities they possess, than I should be for not wanting 
a leg OT an arm; which no man in his wits would 
boast of, although he must be miserable without 
them- I dwell the longer upon this subject, from 
•the desire I have to make the society of an Eng^sh 
Yahoo, by Any means not insupportable; and there- 
fore I here entreat those, who have any tincture of 
this absurd vice, that they will not presittne to come 
in my sight. - ' 



•^» To mortify pride, which indeed was not made for man, 
and i^roduocs not only the most ridiculous follies, but the moat 
extensive calamity, appears to hive been one general view of 
the author in every part of these travels* Personal strength and 
beatity, the wisdom and the virtue of mankind,, become objects 
not of pride but of humility, in the diminutive stature and con- 
temptible weakness of the Lilliputians', in the horrid deformity 
of the BrobSngnagianii in the learned fully of the Laputiani^ and 
in the parallel drawn betw^een our manners and those of the 
Houjbnhnms, H. * • 
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